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INVITES YOU TO AN...
INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP ON
SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER PLAN & COMPLIANCE

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2018

THREE SEPARATE WORKSHOPS
TIMES: 8:00 A.M. 1:00 P.M. & 5:00 P.M.
LOCATION: ARVIN VETERAN'S HALL

414 4th STREET
ARVIN, CALIFORNIA

=

Self-Help
Enterprises
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CIPA/WSPA Meeting with KGA

1/9/19
Name Company/Agency Email
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Kern Groundwater Authority & Kern County Farm Bureau
invites you to the...

SGMA Open House

A “One-Stop-Shop” for groundwater users with interests throughout the
Kern Subbasin to meet with representatives from subbasin GSAs and water/irrigation
districts, and from the State Water Resources Control Board & California Department
of Water Resources to discuss the Kern Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plans and
future SGMA implementation.

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Location: Kern Ag Pavilion (3300 E. Belle Terrace, Bakersfield, CA 93307)

Participating groundwater sustainability agencies (GSAs) and water/irrigation districts that will have

tables at the event: 25N m s
Kern Groundwater Authority enry Miller Water District GSA

* Arvin Community Services District (ACSD) Buena Vista Water Storage District GSA
* Arvin-Edison Water Storage District (AEWSD) Olcese Water District GSA

* Cawelo Water District (CWD)

e (City of Shafter

e County of Kern

* Kern County Water Agency (KCWA)

e Kern-Tulare Water District (KTWD)

e Kern Water Bank Authority (KWBA)

* North Kern Water Storage District (NKWSD)
* Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage District (RRBWSD) \ K E R N
e Semitropic Water Storage District (SWSD) !

* Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District (SWID) GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY
e Southern San Joaquin Municipal Utility District (SSJMUD)

« Tejon-Castaic Water District (TCWD) : KERN COUNTY
*  West Kern Water District (WKWD) F ARM BURE AU

o Westside District Water Authority (WDWA)
e Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage District (WRMWSD)

Kern River GSA
* Kern Delta Water District
» City of Bakersfield
e Improvement District No. 4

Co-hosted by:

For questions about the event, email ppoire@kerngwa.com or call
the Kern County Farm Bureau at (661) 397-9635.
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Kern County SGMA Open House
May 14, 2019, Kern Ag Pavilion
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Kern County SGMA Open House
May 14, 2019, Kern Ag Pavilion
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Kern County SGMA Open House
May 14, 2019, Kern Ag Pavilion
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Kern County SGMA Open House
May 14, 2019, Kern Ag Pavilion
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Kern County SGMA Open House
May 14, 2019, Kern Ag Pavilion
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Kern County SGMA

Open House

May 14, 2019, Kern Ag Pavilion
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Kern County SGMA Open House
May 14, 2019, Kern Ag Pavilion
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Kern County SGMA Open House
May 14, 2019, Kern Ag Pavilion
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Kern County SGMA Open House
May 14, 2019, Kern Ag Pavilion
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INVITES YOU TO AN
INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP ON
SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER PLAN & COMPLIANCE

THURSDAY, MAY 30, 2019

THREE SEPARATE WORKSHOPS
TIMES: 8:00 A.M. 1:00 P.M. & 5:00 P.M.
LOCATION: ARVIN VETERAN'S HALL
414 4th STREET
ARVIN, CALIFORNIA

=

Self-Help
Enterprises

Y- A\RWN
COMMUNITY SERVIGES DISTRICT
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Te invita a un taller informativo sobre el
plan de agua subterranea

sustentable y cumplimeniento

Jueves 30 Mayo del 2019

tres talleres a las
Horarios: 8:00 A.M. 1:00 P.M.y 5:00 P.M.
Ubicacion: Salon de veteranos de Arvin
414 4th Street
ARVIN, CALIFORNIA

=

Self-Help
Enterprises

A RVIN
COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT




ltem 13

Manage groundwater resources sustainably in the KRGSA
Plan Area to:

Review Draft
KRGSA Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP)

* support current and future beneficial uses of

groournawate Ud C U 9 g UTtul d

1 1
domestic, public supply, and environmental uses

* optimize conjunctive use of surface water and
groundwater

Special

a

TODD

GROUNDWATER GROUNDWATER

Administrative Information 361 square miles
2 PlanArea 13% of the Kern County
3 HCM/Groundwater =2l

onditions .
] Projects and Management Composed of:

4 Water Budgets Actions +  City of Bakersfield
* Improvement District No. 4

5 Sustainable Management 8 Implementation Plan (KCWA)

TODD DRAFT TODD

GROUNDWATER GROUNDWATER
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* North —Urban
* South —Agricultural

* 2015LlandUse
*  41% - Agricultural
* 33% - Urban
* 26% - Undeveloped

DRAFT

TODD

GROUNDWATER

90,000 acres irrigated
agriculture in

16,000 acres irrigated
lands in northern Plan
Area

DRAFT

2016 Data

TODD

GROUNDWATER

162 Municipal wells

67 Public Supply and
Small Water System wells

151 Industrial, Domestic,
and other Private wells

642 Agricultural wells

* Based onland use
and well use

+ Agricultural MA — 57%
* Banking-2%

DRAFT

TODD

GROUNDWATER

DRAFT

TODD

GROUNDWATER




DRAFT

Reduction of Groundwater Storage

TODD

GROUNDWATER

* Undesirable results: when significant anc

unreasonable impacts

occur over the implementation/planning horizon, as determined

by depth/elevation of water, affect the reasonable and beneficial
use of, and access to, groundwater by overlying users.

* Impacts focus on groundwater wells
* Balance the need for:

e higher water levels in municipal wells

DRAFT

TODD

GROUNDWATER

water and top of
municipal well screens

During 2015, water levels

screens in more than 40
municipal wells

+ Significant expenditures

DRAFT

TODD

GROUNDWATER

wells

More than 150 municipal
wells intermingled with

recovery wells

642 Agricultural wells,
mostly southern Plan Area

DRAFT

TODD

GROUNDWATER




* 3 Independent
Methods

* Relatively good
agreement

« Minimal deficits;
sustainable
budget

Historical
Water Budget
Method

Checkbook

Change in
Groundwater
in Storage
(AFY)!

-1,978 AFY

Comments

Tabulates recharge and pumping for the
physical groundwater system beneath the
KRGSA

C2VSimFG-Kern Model

4,055 AFY

Simulated inflows and outflows including
subsurface flows

Groundwater Elevation
Contour Maps

Adjusted Checkbook

-2,912 AFY

-29,153 AFY

Subtraction of spring groundwater elevation
contour maps

Removes recharge and pumping attributable
non-KRGSA parties. Adds banking outside of
KRGSA attributable to KRGSA agencies

TODD

GROUNDWATER

Increase urban demand
Decrease SWP supply

Increase agricultural

factors)

Potential Future Water
Budget Deficits

DRAFT

Water Budget Historical Average Base.line 2030 Climate 2070 Climate
" Annual Amounts Conditions C.h'ange C.rtange

(AFY) (AFY) Conditions (AFY)  Conditions (AFY)

SWP!-ID4 74,035 52,758 51,182

SWP - KDWD 18,655 15,765 15,294

TOTAL SWP 92,690 68,523 66,476

Net decrease in SWP from historical: 24,167 26,214
Agriculture Demand 261,019 261,019 271,460 281,460
Urban Demand® | 167,970 | 182,290 | 178,115 | 254,117
TOTAL DEMAND 428,989 443,309 449,575 535,577
Net increase in demand from historical: 14,320 20,586 106,588

! | [ |

Potential Future Water Budget Deficits: -38,487 -46,800 -135,982

TODD

GROUNDWATER

use and projected water
supply and demand

2030 Climate Change

O
in agricultural d
and decreased supply

emand

2070 Climate Change
Scenario with further

DRAFT

TODD

GROUNDWATER

affected by management

actions

Arsenic concentrations
Increase wit
levels

More than 25 wells with

detections above the MCL

DRAFT

declining water

TODD

GROUNDWATER




from 1926 — 1970
mapped by USGS

Upto g feetin
southern Plan Area

2015 — Dec 2016 from Northern KRGSA
NASA/JPL data <1inchto 1.5

inches

Minimal subsidence in

Central KRGSA -
1.5to -3 inches
-4 to -8 inches in
southern Plan Area

Correlates to areas of
clay soils (and

Southern KRGSA
-/ to -8 inches

Clay Soils

Kern Lake Bed -

NASA/JPL May 2015 - Dec 2016

DRAFT TODD DRAFT TODD

GROUNDWATER GROUNDWATER

T nditions using local

* Critical infrastructure IC\IOCS;GO* gl K
includes pipelines, canals, _ maps along Kern
utilities, structures, wells, River

Kern River is actively
managed through
regulated releases,
diversions, and managed

No damage to critical
infrastructure in the Plan
Area identified to date

Associated with Groundwater

DRAFT TODD TODD

GROUNDWATER DRAFT GROUNDWATER




Assoclated wi
Groundwater

DRAFT

conditions at local
NCCAG areas in southern
Plan Area

Analysis indicates
local vegetation and
wetlands are not
supported by

TODD

GROUNDWATER

WL below screens in
Municipal Wells

Deficits for Projected
Water Budgets

Arsenic in Municipal Wells

Ability of banking recovery

DRAFT

TODD

GROUNDWATER

KRGSA Management
Area (MA)

MA Subarea and Considerations for Management

S

istainability Indicator and Minimum Threshold (MT)

Chronic Lowering of
Water Levels

Degraded Water
Quality

Reduction of Land Subsidence

in Storage

KRGSA Urban MA

Central/South/Northeast

Municipal wellfields

Historic Low WL

Historic Low WL Historic Low WL Historic Low WL

Results for Ct

KRGSA Management

Area (MA) MA Subarea and Considerations for Management

Minimum Threshold
(MT)

Percent of Wells
<MT

Duration of MT
C ing Indicator

Northwest corner

Transition to lands

20" below Historic Low WU

20" below Historic Low WL |20' below Historic Low WL{20' below Historic Low WL

Along southern Urban MA|

Transition with municipal wells

North-Central

Greenfield CWD wells

Historic Low WL

Historic Low WL '5»0‘ below Historic Low WL [Historic Low WL 'iﬂ‘ below Historic Low WL

50' below Historic Low WL [Historic Low WL 10' below Historic Low WL

Central/South/Northeast |Municipal wellfields Water Levels/Quality Historic Low WL Any well >3 Ce Months

KRGSA Urban MA

Northwest corner Transition to agricultural lands _ [Water Levels 20' below Historic Low WL |Any well >3 C Months

Northwest

Agricultural and recovery wells

50' below Historic Low WL |50' below Historic Low WL50' below Historic Low WL

South and East

potential

50" below Historic Low W
50" below Historic Low W

50' below Historic Low WL |50' below Historic Low WL{20" below Historic Low WL

KRGSA Banking MA

Kern River Channel

1D4/KCWA recovery activities

20' below Historic Low WU

Not i 20' below Historic Low WL 50' below Historic Low WL

Berrenda Mesa

KCWA i area

Historic Low WL

Not i Historic Low WL 50' below Historic Low WL

Along southern Urban MA|Transition with municipal wells |Water Levels/Quality Historic Low WL Greenfield CWD MW >2 Consecutive Years

North-Central Greenfield CWD wells Water Levels/Quality Historic Low WL 40% in Urban MA >2 Consecutie Years

Northwest and recovery wells |50 below Historic Low WL |40% in Agricultural MA _[>2 C: Years

Water Levels

South and East potential 20' below Historic Low WL |40% in Agricultural MA _ |>2 C¢ Years

COB 2800 Facility

City of municipal wells

Historic Low WL

Not applicable Historic Low WL 50' below Historic Low WL

Historic low water level (WL) is the lowest level observed in an area during the recent drought of 2013-2016.

Objective (MO) for each

Highlighted green cell indicates the controlling sustainability indicator(s) for that area in each MA.

indicator is the average of the MT and the historical high groundwater elevation during the historical Study Period.

TODD

GROUNDWATER

Kern River Channel 1D4/KCWA recovery activities 20" below Historic Low WL 20' below Historic Low WL [Any well >3 Consecutive Months

KRGSA Banking MA  |gerrenda Mesa KCWA ional area Historic Low WL Historic Low WL Any well >3 Consex Months.

COB 2800 Facility City of municipal wells|Historic Low WL Historic Low WL Any well >3 ¢ Months

Historic low water level (WL) is the lowest level observed in an area during the recent drought of 2013-2016.
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* 36 wells identified

* Currently monitored in
other WL programes:

* Kern Fan Monitoring Comm

*  KCWA/ID4 WL Program

» City Monitoring Wells
KDWD Monitoring Programs

DRAFT

TODD

GROUNDWATER

Three GPS stations for
screening

1-mile grids)

Coordinate with KGA

DRAFT

NASA/JPL May 2015 - Dec 2016

TODD

GROUNDWATER

KDWD Kern River Water Allocation Plan

* Reduces groundwater pumping

* Allows local maintenance of
water levels

DRAFT

TODD

GROUNDWATER




City of Bakersfield Optimized Conjunctive Use

* Prioritizes use of City’s available Kern
River water

implementation and planning
horizon

¢ Allows municipal pumping to be

DRAFT TODD

GROUNDWATER

North Weedpatch Highway Consolidation

* Consolidation of up to six small water systems
with ENCSD to address water quality concerns:
nitrate, TCP, and arsenic

* Grant funding through the DWRSF program

* Improves drinking water quality for

DRAFT

TODD

GROUNDWATER

Implement well metering in the Agricultural MA (KDWD)
Program for reporting groundwater extractions in the KRGSA
Conserve recycled water in the KRGSA Plan Area (City)

Support Delta Conveyance to preserve imported supplies
Incorporate Climate Change Adaptation Stratgies (ID4)

Improve monitoring program

DRAFT TODD

GROUNDWATER

DRAFT

g ol s
projects and
management
actions address
current and
projected
groundwater
deficits to achieve
sustainable

TODD

GROUNDWATER




* Outreach accomplished at many levels:
* Agency Board Meetings and Workshops
» Targeted community meetings
* Coordinate with other GSAs on Open House

* GSPisadraft document and can be revised based on input:
*  Working to improve monitoring program
* Incorporate details on how GSP implementation can be achieved

Questions?

DRAFT TODD

GROUNDWATER

TODD

GROUNDWATER




Item 14a

Kern Groundwater Authority & Kern County Farm Bureau
invites you to the...

SP Public Review
*@lpmn-Hr@lu@@——-

Sustzinable Grouncwater Managsment At &
Erouncweier Sustainabiligy Plan (GSP)

A “One-Stop-Shop” for groundwater users with interests throughout the Kern Subbasin to meet with
representatives from subbasin GSAs and water/irrigation districts to discuss the
Kern Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plans during the 90-day public review period.

Thursday, September 26, 2019 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Location: Kern Ag Pavilion (3300 E. Belle Terrace, Bakersfield, CA 93307)

Participating groundwater sustainability agencies (GSAs) and water/irrigation districts that will have

tables at the event:
Kern Groundwater Authority

enry Miller Water District GSA

Arvin Community Services District (ACSD) JBuena Vista Water Storage District GSA
Arvin-Edison Water Storage District (AEWSD) Olcese Water District GSA

Cawelo Water District (CWD) Kern River GSA

City of Shafter

* Kern Delta Water District
» City of Bakersfield
e Improvement District No. 4

County of Kern

Kern County Water Agency (KCWA)
Kern-Tulare Water District (KTWD)

Kern Water Bank Authority (KWBA)

North Kern Water Storage District (NKWSD)
Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage District (RRBWSD) K E R N
Semitropic Water Storage District (SWSD) !

Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District (SWID) GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY
Southern San Joaquin Municipal Utility District (SSJMUD)

Tejon-Castaic Water District (TCWD) : KERN COUNTY
West Kern Water District (WKWD) F ARM BURE AU

Westside District Water Authority (WDWA)
Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage District WRMWSD)

Co-hosted by:

For questions about the event, email ppoire@kerngwa.com or call
the Kern County Farm Bureau at (661) 397-9635.
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KERN RIVER GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP)

Kern River Groundwater Sustainability Agency (KRGSA)

Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Plan Area

. ' Kern County Subbasin

The GSP Plan Area is located in the Kern County Subbasin, the largest groundwater
basin in California. Covering about 2,834 square miles, the Subbasin extends from
the Tehachapi/San Emigdio Mountains in the south to the northern Kern County line.

The KRGSA Plan Area covers 361 square miles, about 13 percent of the Subbasin.
The area includes most of the Bakersfield city limits and extends from 7t Standard
Road in the northwest to near Copus Road in the south. Both Highway 99 and I-5
cross the Plan Area. The area contains about 16 miles of the Kern River from the

KRGSA
Plan Area

| B KRGSA GSP Plan Area

N s foothills on the northeast to the 2™ Point measuring station near I-5 in the southwest.
:I:’T(irn Rver “w '*";'.‘,L‘,”ba"_.‘ff.,” KRGSA member agencies include the City of Bakersfield (City), Kern County Water
e i ST Agency — Improvement District No. 4 (ID4), Kern Delta Water District (KDWD), and

other agencies. The City, ID4, and KDWD serve as the GSP Plan Managers.

Lasern
® Municipal Weits
Public Water Supply Wells

Land Use and Groundwater Wells in KRGSA Plan Area

© Domestic/industrial/Private
B Small Water Systems

@ Private Agricultural Well

® Addl Agricultural Well
Banking Recovery Wells
= California Aqueduct

S Kem County Subbasin

D KRGSA GSP Plan Area

Most of the northern KRGSA Plan Area is urban with sparsely populated or
undeveloped areas in the northeast. The primary land use in the southern KRGSA
Plan Area is agriculture. The west-central Plan Area is dominated by recharge basins
and groundwater banking projects, mostly along the Kern River. Land use in the Plan
Area is approximated as follows:

e 41% Agricultural
» 33% Urban
e 26% Undeveloped

The KRGSA relies heavily on groundwater with more than 1,000 active wells (see
map at left). Most northern wells are municipal (blue dots) and banking recovery

: wells (yellow triangles). Southern wells are mostly agricultural (green dots).

/ el n ed Additional private and public wells are distributed throughout the Plan Area.

Conjunctive Use and Managed Recharge
Three primary water sources support beneficial uses in the Plan Area.

* Imported Water — ID4 manages and treats water from the State Water Project
(SWP) to provide drinking water to much of the northern Plan Area. KDWD
manages SWP water for agricultural irrigation in the southern Plan Area.

» Kern River Water — The City manages the Kern River on behalf of the Kern River
Watermaster to provide drinking water, agricultural irrigation, and other uses.

e Groundwater — Public and private wells supplement surface water supplies.

These three sources are managed conjunctively in the KRGSA to optimize water
supply. Both imported water and Kern River water are also recharged for
replenishment and/or recovery in recharge basins, the river channel and along
unlined canals. Areas of managed and natural recharge are indicated on the map.

storage, and movement.

» Groundwater Conditions — evaluates groundwater occurrence and flow,
groundwater levels and quality, inelastic land subsidence due to groundwater
withdrawal, and interconnected surface water, if any.

o

- . Basin Settin
/Ave\-age Annual Change in <

600,000 prundwgter in Stof’égé\\-1,978 AFY The GSP evaluates the Basin Setting of the Plan Area and addresses the following
- / N topics:
% 000 I/l/ ! I \’I ! \ \‘«. » Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model - describes the physical conditions of the
g vER 1 ! ! .5 ‘ N ! groundwater basin including geology, topography, soils, hydrology, basin
% 200,000 - | - . E‘-..\a/ j E‘-.,\i geometry and the aquifers and aquitards that control groundwater recharge,
g \

(200.000)

1 ] » Water Budgets - provide an accounting of inflows and outflows of the
e i 1 I groundwater system including an analysis of historical, current, and projected
20-Year Historical Water Budget future conditions. Annual Change of Groundwater in Storage from the historical
e00.000) 1985 1996 1997 1998 1950 2000 2001 2002 zno:;o::e?::?ua 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 water budget |S shoWn at Ieft’ |nd|Cat|ng m|n|ma| deplern over 20 years
Page 1 of 3
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KERN RIVER GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP)

| Management Area
| = Urban MA
Agricuftural MA
| = Banking MA
| Greenfield CWD GSA
| B KRGSA Flan Area
| B Kern Ceunty Subbasin

BANKING

Management Areas (MAs) and Sustainability Indicators

Three Management Areas (MAS) have been delineated to accommodate different
sustainable management criteria, to facilitate management actions, and to align
management responsibilities with agency jurisdictional boundaries. The GSP
evaluates the six sustainability indicators listed below for each MA. Undesirable
results are defined as any sustainability indicator determined by the KRGSA to be
significant and unreasonable.

Chronic Lowering of Inelastic Land Subsidence

Water Levels

Interconnected Surface
y Water (not identified in KRGSA)

Reduction of Groundwater
in Storage

;{ ! N ! )

Seawater Intrusion
2 (Not applicable to KRGSA)

Degraded Water Quality

Legand

@ Aenaric Detoction >10 ugiL
o ‘Well with Arsenic Treatment

# Municipal Wess
Northern Agricuftural Well
Banking Recove: ry Wells
B Addsional Small Water Systems
¢ | = Highest Historical Subsidence
B KRGSA Plan Area
Perchad Water
Clay Solis
Recharge Basing

@

KRGSA GSP Sustainability Considerations

During the recent drought, water levels fell below the top of screens in more
than 40 municipal wells (blue diamonds on map), creating significant
expenditures for well modifications and leaving other wells at risk if water
levels are lowered. This need for higher water levels in the Urban MA is
balanced with the need for banking recovery wells and irrigation wells to
lower water levels during drought for provision of critical supplies.

Projected water budgets identified future deficits with decreases in supply
and increases in demands. Projects were identified to meet these deficits.

Arsenic concentrations increased in municipal wells during historic low water
levels (purple dots). Although wellhead treatment managed the issue during
the drought, numerous wells remain at risk if water levels decline further.

Historical land subsidence has occurred in the southern Plan Area. Although

Water Levels in a GSP Monitoring Well
400

'Ground Surface Elevation

w
v
=]

300 +

Operational Range
250 1 )\/"L\/wﬁ“\’/\p . ¢

ective (Midp n||||l\/\/ \j
\Ak_vh\]

F

200 _: Measurak Jl

Groundwater Elevation (feet, msl)

=
w
o

100 T T T T T T T T T T T
1895 1957 1599 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017

no infrastructure damage has been identified, subsidence remains a concern.

KRGSA GSP Minimum Thresholds (MTs) and Measurable Objectives (MOSs)

Based on the sustainability considerations above, undesirable results were
determined to have occurred at the historic low water levels for the Water Level and
Water Quality indicators for most of the Urban MA. Accordingly, minimum thresholds
(MTs) are set at historic low water levels. MTs are lower in the Agricultural MA and
Banking MA where well screens and arsenic are of lesser concerns. This allows
operational flexibility for banking and irrigation wells, especially during drought.
Water levels are also maintained relatively high in areas of historical subsidence.

Measurable Objectives (MOs) are selected as the midpoint between the MT and the
historical high water level to set a reasonable operational range for water levels
beneath the KRGSA Plan Area. These designations allow for all sustainability
indicators to be monitored by water levels only, providing a relatively simple
construct to facilitate GSP monitoring and sustainable management.

| nomers ]l
| #csp Manitoring Well |

| Management Area
| = Urban MA |
Agricuflural MA |
= Banking MA
Greenfield CWD GSA
| OIKRGSA Plan Area
E\EKem County Subbasin |

KRGSA GSP Monitoring Network

Approximately 36 monitoring wells have been selected for the KRGSA GSP
monitoring network. Wells were included based on long water level records and ease
of use. Additional wells are being evaluated for possible inclusion in the program.
Monitoring objectives are listed as follows:

» Demonstrate progress toward achieving MOs.

* Monitor impacts to the beneficial uses or users of groundwater.

* Monitor changes in groundwater conditions relative to MOs and MTSs.

* Quantify annual changes in water budget components.

» Document performance of GSP projects and management actions.

» Ensure that management actions do not cause undesirable results.

» Demonstrate ability to achieve the KRGSA Sustainability Goal (see next page).

This monitoring program is supplemented by data from other monitoring programs in
the Plan Area, such as the Irrigated Lands Program and drinking water programs.

Page 2 of 3
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Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP)

KERN RIVER GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

KRGSA Sustainability Goal:
Manage groundwater resources sustainably in the KRGSA Plan Area to: Import.ed
. support current and future beneficial uses of groundwater including \(/:vr?ttieczlsto
muhlupal, agricultural, industrial, domestic, public supply, and sustainability il
environmental uses in the KRGSA 2
. optimize conjunctive use of surface water and groundwater Plan Area
. avoid or eliminate undesirable results over the implementation and
planning horizon.

°--r—-. -.': J
Henry C Garnett WPP

Summary of Undesirable Results and Minimum Thresholds
for Each Management Area

KRGSA Management
Area (MA)

MA Subarea and Considerations for Management

Undesirable Results for Controlling Sustainability Indicators

Controlling Indicator

Minimum Threshold
(MT)

Percent of Wells
<MT

Duration of MT
Exceedance

KRGSA Urban MA

Central/South/Northeast

Municipal wellfields

Water Levels/Quality

Historic Low WL

Any well

>3 Consecutive Months

Northwest corner

Transition to agricultural lands

Water Levels

20' below Historic Low WL

Any well

>3 Consecutive Months

KRGSA Agricultural MA

Along southern Urban MA

Transition with municipal wells

Water Levels/Quality

Historic Low WL

40% in Urban MA

>2 Consecutive Years

North-Central

Greenfield CWD wells

Water Levels/Quality

Historic Low WL

Greenfield CWD MW

>2 Consecutive Years

Northwest

Agricultural and recovery wells

Water Levels

50' below Historic Low WL

40% in Agricultural MA

>2 Consecutive Years

South and East

Subsidence potential

Subsidence

20' below Historic Low WL

40% in Agricultural MA

>2 Consecutive Years

KRGSA Banking MA

Kern River Channel

ID4/KCWA recovery activities

Water Levels/Quality

20' below Historic Low WL

Any well

>3 Consecutive Months

Berrenda Mesa

KCWA operational area

Water Levels/Quality

Historic Low WL

Any well

>3 Consecutive Months

COB 2800 Facility

City of Bakersfield municipal wells

Water Levels/Quality

Historic Low WL

Any well

>3 Consecutive Months

Historic low water level (WL) is the lowest level observed in an area during the recent drought of 2013-2016.

GSP PROJECT — KDWD Water Allocation Plan

Optimizes Kern River recharge in the southern Plan Area
Reduces groundwater pumping

Allows local maintenance of water levels

SEIR completed 2018 — implementation initiated

Rl

IiCP Trreatm

GSP PROJECT - North Weedpatch Consolidation
» Consolidates up to 6 small water systems with East
Niles CSD to address water quality concerns

» Provides for 1,2,3-TCP and arsenic treatment to improve

drinking water for disadvantaged communities

GSP PROJECT - City of Bakersfield
Optimized Conjunctive Use

 Prioritizes use of City’s available Kern River water

» Water availability increases over the implementation and
planning horizon

 Allows municipal pumping to be reduced to avoid
undesirable results

» Meets future projected water budget deficits for
decreases in imported water and increases in urban
demand

Managed Recharge in the COB 2800 Facility

Additional GSP Projects and Management Actions

» 5-Step Action Plan if Minimum Thresholds are exceeded

* Implement a Well Metering Program

* Implement a Groundwater Extraction Reporting Program

» Conserve recycled water in the KRGSA Plan Area

» Support Delta Conveyance to preserve imported supplies

* Incorporate Climate Change Adaptation Strategies
* Improve the GSP Monitoring Program

» Coordinate water quality analysis with existing programs

» Track urbanization of agricultural lands

» Consider water exchanges for water quality improvement

onjunctive Use -
able Management in the Plan Area

Page 3 of 3
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TARGETED WORKSHOP MATERIALS

Communication & Engagement Plan January 2020
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Attachment F.5 List of Materials

Item Document Date
1a KRGSA Groundwater Workshop Materials (flyer, fact sheet, agenda - 8/20/18
English/Spanish)
1b KRGSA Groundwater Workshop Presentation — English 8/20/18
1c KRGSA Groundwater Workshop Presentation — Spanish 8/20/18
2 Kern County Subbasin C2VSim Modeling Update (Todd Groundwater) 10/26/18
3a KRGSA Groundwater Workshop Materials (flyer, agenda — English/Spanish; 11/13/18
sign-in sheet)
3b KRGSA Groundwater Workshop Presentation — English 11/13/18
3c KRGSA Groundwater Workshop Presentation — Spanish 11/13/18
4 Kern County Subbasin Draft C2VSim Modeling Results (Todd Groundwater) 1/11/19
5 Kern County Subbasin Revised C2VSim Historical Water Budgets (Todd 3/22/19
Groundwater)
6 Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability — letter to KRGSA and 7/10/19
response from KRGSA 8/13/19
7a KRGSA GSP Review Workshop Materials (flyer — English/Spanish; agenda) 10/15/19
7b KRGSA GSP Review Workshop Presentation — English 10/15/19
7c KRGSA GSP Review Workshop Presentation — Spanish 10/15/19
7d KRGSA GSP Review Workshop Summary, Meeting Notes, Sign-in Sheet 10/15/19
8a KRGSA GSP Review Workshop Materials (flyer — English/Spanish; agenda) 11/6/19
8b KRGSA GSP Review Workshop Presentation — English 11/6/19
8c KRGSA GSP Review Workshop Presentation — Spanish 11/6/19
8d KRGSA GSP Review Workshop Summary, Meeting Notes, Sign-in Sheet 11/6/19
9 Kern Delta Grower Outreach Meeting Materials (flyer, presentation, sign-in 11/19/19
sheets) 11/20/19







_——
You’re Invited!

GROUNDWATER WORKSHOP

THIS WORKSHOP WILL COVER:
« California’s New Groundwater Law — the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA) of 2014

Your Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA)
Your Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP)

How to participate!

Workshop
DATE: Monday, August 20, 2018
TIME: 5:30 - 7 p.m.
WHERE: Fruitvale-Norris Park Recreation Room,
6221 Norris Road, Bakersfield, CA, 93308

For more information
Call or email Eva Dominguez (559) 802-1634, EvaD@SelfHelpEnterprises.org or
Maria Herrera (559) 802-1676, MariaH@SelfHelpEnterprises.org

Translation services will be available

=

Self-Help
Enterprises
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Estas Invitado: TALLER SOBRE
EL AGUA SUBTERRANEA

TEMAS DEL TALLER:

« Nueva ley estatal del agua subterrane: la Ley del Manejo Sostenible del Agua
Subterranea (SGMA, por sus siglas en ingles) de 2014

Su Agencia de Manejo Sostenible de Agua Subterranea (GSA, por sus siglas en
ingles) y Plan de Manejo Sostenible del Agua Subterranea

Como participar!

Taller

FECHA: Lunes, 20 de Agosto de 2018
HORA: 5:30 - 7 de la tarde
DONDE: Sala de recreacion Fruitvale-Norris Park
6221 Norris Road, Bakersfield, CA 93308

Llame o envié un correo electronico a
Eva Dominguez (559) 802-1634, EvaD@SelfHelpEnterprises.org o
Maria Herrera (559) 802-1676, MariaH@SelfHelpEnterprises.org

Servicios de traduccion estaran disponibles

Self-Help ‘ \ % /) &
Enterprises oy REENCY




Kern River Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Groundwater Workshop

Monday, August 20, 2018 5:30 p.m.
Fruitvale-Norris Park Recreation Room
6221 Norris Road, Bakersfield, CA 93308

AGENDA
5:30 p.m.—=5:40 p.m. Welcome & Introductions

5:40 p.m.—-6:10 p.m. California’s New Groundwater Law and Groundwater
Sustainability Plans

6:10 p.m. —6:30p.m. Local Efforts to Comply with SGMA - Kern River
Groundwater Sustainability Agency GSP Development
Efforts

6:30 p.m. —6:50 p.m. Share your Thoughts — Stakeholder Survey

6:50 p.m. —7:00 p.m. Next Steps and Closing Remarks



Agencia de Sostenibilidad de Aguas Subterraneas de Kern
River
Taller de Agua Subterranea

Lunes, 20 de agosto 2018 5:30 p.m.
Fruitvale-Norris Park Recreation Room
6221 Norris Road, Bakersfield, CA 93308

AGENDA
5:30 p.m. —5:40 p.m. Bienvenida y Introducciones

5:40 p.m.—-6:10 p.m. Nueva Ley de Aguas Subterrdneas de California y Planes
de Sostenibilidad de Aguas Subterraneas

6:10 p.m. — 6:30p.m. Esfuerzos Locales para Cumplir con SGMA - Esfuerzos
para Desarrollar el GSP de Kern River GSA

6:30 p.m. —6:50 p.m. Comparta sus Pensamientos - Encuesta de Partes
Interesadas

6:50 p.m.—7:00 p.m. Proximos Pasos y Comentarios de Cierre



Conozcan su Agencia del Manejo Sostenible

de Agua Subterranea:

Agencia de Manejo Sostenible de Agua Subterranea de Kern River

La Ley del Manejo Sostenible del Agua Subterranea (SGMA por sus
siglas en inglés) es una nueva ley que, una vez plenamente
implementada, cambiara la manera en que usamos y regulamos el uso
del agua subterranea en California. Areas que dependen mucho mas
del agua subterranea para consumo humano, agricultura, y otros usos
deben cumplir con esta Ley. La Ley requiere que agencias locales
dentro de esas areas formen Agencias de Manejo Sostenible de Agua
Subterranea (GSAs por las siglas en inglés) para manejar y regular el
uso del agua subterrdnea. Una vez formadas, estas agencias tendran
nuevos poderes y funciones, incluso el poder de limitar o suspender el
bombeo de agua subterranea y cobrar tarifas por la extraccion de agua
subterranea. Para el afio 2040, cada agencia debe asegurar que la
condicion del agua subterranea en su area se mejore.

Para tal fin, las agencias tendran que desarrollar e implementar Planes de
Manejo Sostenible de Agua Subterranea (GSPs por sus siglas en ingles).
Estos Planes deben documentar las condiciones del agua subterranea en el
area; establecer metas para prevenir los impactos negativos; e identificar
proyectos y acciones de manejo que mejoraran las condiciones de agua

[_] KRGSA Adopted Boundary
Bakersfield City Limits A
East Niles CSD Boundary
Kern Delta WD Boundary
Improvement District No. 4 Boundary
North of the River (OMWC) Boundary

subterranea.

SU GSA A SIMPLE VISTA

NOMBRE DE GSA

Agencia del Manejo Sostenible del Agua Subterranea de Kern River

MIEMBROS DE LA GSA

Delta—Distrito de Mejora No. 4 (ID4)

FECHA FORMADA 30 de marzo 2017
Autoridad de Poderes Conjunta (Una autoridad de poderes conjunta es una entidad que
TIPO DE AGENCIA consiste en dos 0 mas agencias publicas que ejercen conjuntamente poderes, limitadas por
las jurisdicciones territoriales combinadas de las agencias individuales).
AGENCIAS Cuidad de Bakersfield, Agencia de Agua del Condado de Kern, Distrito de Agua de Kern

AREA DE LA GSA

Edison, Fuller Acres, Lamont (pequefia porcion del norte solamente), Oildale, Oil

Junction, Rexland Acres, Weedpatch

MESA DIRECTIVA

Presidente—Rodney Palla, Distrito de Agua de Kern Delta
Miembro de la Mesa—Gene Lundquist, Distrito de Agua de Kern Delta —ID4
Miembro de la Mesa—Bob Smith, Cuidad de Bakersfield

JUNTAS DE LA GSA

Las juntas se llevan acabo cada primer jueves del mes a las 10:00 a.m. en 1600
Truxton Ave, Bakersfield, CA 93301, salon de conferencia A en el primer piso




iINVOLUCRARSE!

La mayoria de las comunidades no incorporadas en el Valle de San Joaquin dependen tnicamente en el
agua subterranea para el agua potable. Muchos residentes mas utilizan pozos privados. SGMA tiene la
intencién de reunir a diferentes usuarios de agua para que juntos decidan como usar y manejar el agua
subterranea. Como resultado, las decisiones tomadas por los GSA afectaran a los residentes en las
comunidades rurales.

Involucrate y AYUDA a tu GSA a:
o Entender los desafios del agua subterranea que afectan las comunidades no incorporadas y /
o los pozos privados.

o Identificar y desarrollar proyectos que mejoren las condiciones del agua subterranea en su
comunidad.

+ Identificar maneras de mantener tarifas de SGMA econdmicas.

Como Participar:
o Para recibir notificaciones sobre las juntas de la GSA e informacién importante sobre el desarrollo del
GSP, registrarse como persona interesada de la GSA.

e Asista a las juntas de la Mesa Directiva y/o del comité de la GSA. Proporcione comentarios publicos o
haga preguntas sobre el trabajo de la GSA.

o Solicite servir en un comité.

Juntos, podemos asegurarnos de que las necesidades de agua potable estén bien representadas en este
importante proceso!

INFORMACION DE CONTACTO

Agencia del Manejo Sostenible del Agua Subterranea de Kern River
Rodney Palla, (661) 326-3767, Krgsa@kernrivergsa.org

Self-Help Enterprises:
Maria Herrera, (559) 802-1676, MariaH@selfhelpenterprises.org

Departamento de Recursos Hidricos, Coordinador Regional de SGMA:
Matt Owens, (559) 230-3335, Matthew.Owens@water.ca.gov

Hoja informativa desarrollada por:
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Get to Know Your

Groundwater Sustainability Agency:
Kern River Groundwater Sustainability Agency

OVERVIEW

‘

The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) is a new law
that, once fully implemented, will fundamentally change the way we use
and manage groundwater in California. The Act applies to areas that rely
heavily on groundwater. The Act requires local agencies to form
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) to manage and regulate
groundwater. Once formed, these GSAs have new powers, including the
ability to limit or suspend groundwater pumping and charge fees for
groundwater extraction and will be responsible for ensuring that
groundwater conditions improve by 2040.

To do so, GSAs will need to develop and implement Groundwater
Sustainability Plans (GSPs). GSPs will need to document the
groundwater conditions in the area; establish goals to prevent negative
impacts; and identify projects and management actions that improve
groundwater conditions.

YOUR GSA AT A GLANCE

KERN DELTAWD =]

[_] KRGSA Adopted Boundary N
Bakersfield City Limits ‘ \
East Niles CSD Boundary
Kern Deita WD Boundary
Improvement District No. 4 Boundary
Mies North of the River (OMWC) Boundary

Acres, Weedpatch

GSA NAME Kern River Groundwater Sustainability Agency
FORMED March 30, 2016
Joint Powers Authority (A joint powers authority is an entity which consists of two or more
AGENCY TYPE public agencies jointly exercising powers, limited by the combined territorial jurisdictions
of the individual agencies.)
GSA MEMBER City of Bakersfield, Kern County Water Agency, Kern Delta Water District—Improvement
AGENCIES District No. 4 (ID4)
GSA BOUNDARIES Edison, Fuller Acres, Lamont (small northern portion only), Oildale, Oil Junction, Rexland

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair—Rodney Palla, President, Kern Delta Water District

Board Member—Gene Lundquist, Kern Delta Water District—ID4
Board Member—Bob Smith, City of Bakersfield

GSA MEETINGS

Meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month at 10:00 a.m. at 1600 Truxtun
Ave, Bakersfield, CA 93301, first floor conference room A




GET INVOLVED!

Most unincorporated communities in the San Joaquin Valley are solely reliant on groundwater for drinking
water. Many more residents rely on private wells. SGMA intends to bring different water users together to
decide how to use and manage groundwater. As a result, decisions made by the GSAs will affect residents in
rural communities.

Get involved and HELP your GSA:

e Understand the groundwater challenges affecting rural unincorporated communities and/or
private wells.

o Identify and develop projects that improve groundwater conditions in your community.

o Identify ways to keep rates affordable.

Ways to Get Involved:

e Register as an interested party for the GSA to receive notices of meetings and important information
about Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) development.

o Attend the GSA board meetings. Give public comment or ask questions about their work.

Together, we can make sure that drinking-water needs are well represented in this important process!

CONTACT INFORMATION

Kern River Groundwater Sustainability Agency:
Rodney Palla, (661) 326-3767, Krgsa@kernrivergsa.org

Self-Help Enterprises:
Maria Herrera, (559) 802-1676, MariaH@selfhelpenterprises.org

Department of Water Resources (DWR) Regional SGMA Coordinator:
Matt Owens, (559) 230-3335, Matthew.Owens@water.ca.gov

Factsheet developed by:
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You’re Invited!
GROUNDWATER WORKSHOP

‘THIS WORKSHOP WILL COVER:

. California’s New Groundwater Law — the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) of 2014

. Your Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA)
. Your Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP)
. How to participate!

DATE: Tuesday, November 13, 2018
TIME: 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: Bear Mountain Recreation David Head Center
10300 San Diego St., Lamont, CA 93241

For more information, please contact:
Eva Dominguez (559) 802-1634, EvaD@SelfHelpEnterprises.org or

Maria Herrera (559) 802-1676, MariaH@SelfHelpEnterprises.org
Translation services will be available

Self-Help

SN

SUASEN KRR RIVER

g‘, GROURI DYYATIER!
= NY SUSTAINARILITY

Enterprises


debra
Text Box
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e e
iEstas Invitado!

TALLER DE AGUA SUBTERRANEA

TEMAS DEL TALLER:

Nueva ley estatal del agua subterranea: la Ley del Manejo
Sostenible del Agua Subterranea (SGMA) de 2014

Su Agencia de Manejo Sostenible de Agua Subterranea
Su Plan de Manejo Sostenible del Agua Subterranea
Como participar!

FECHA: Martes, 13 de noviembre 2018
HORA: 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
DONDE: Bear Mountain Recreation David Head Center
10300 San Diego St., Lamont, CA 93241

Para mas informacion, péngase en contacto con:
Eva Dominguez (559) 802-1634, EvaD@SelfHelpEnterprises.org o
Maria Herrera (559) 802-1676, MariaH@SelfHelpEnterprises.org

Servicios de traduccion estaran disponibles

Self-Help
Enterprises




Kern River Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Groundwater Workshop

Tuesday, November 13, 2018 at 6:00 p.m.
Bear Mountain Recreation David Head Center
10300 San Diego St., Lamont, CA 93241

AGENDA

6:00 p.m. —6:05 p.m. Welcome & Introductions

6:05 p.m. —6:25 p.m. California’s New Groundwater Law and Groundwater
Sustainability Plans (GSP)

6:25 p.m. —6:45 p.m. Local Efforts to Comply with SGMA - Kern River
Groundwater Sustainability Agency GSP Development

Efforts

6:45 p.m.—7:20 p.m. Share your Thoughts — Stakeholder Discussion

7:20 p.m.—=7:30 p.m. Next Steps and Closing Remarks



Agencia de Sostenibilidad de Aguas Subterraneas de Kern River
Taller de Agua Subterranea

Martes, 13 de noviembre, 2018 at 6:00 p.m.

Bear Mountain Recreation David Head Center
10300 San Diego St., Lamont, CA 93241

AGENDA

6:00 p.m. —6:05 p.m. Bienvenida y Presentaciones

6:05 p.m. —6:25 p.m. Nueva Ley de Aguas Subterraneas de California y Planes
de Sostenibilidad de Aguas Subterraneas (GSP)

6:25 p.m. —6:45 p.m. Esfuerzos Locales para Cumplir con SGMA - Esfuerzos de
Desarrollo del GSP de la Agencia de Sostenibilidad de
Aguas Subterraneas de Kern River

6:45 p.m.—=7:20 p.m. Comparta sus pensamientos - Discusion de las partes

interesadas

7:20 p.m.—7:30 p.m. Préximos Pasos y Clausura
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Kern River GSA Groundwater Workshop

Tuesday, November 13, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Bear Mountain Recreation David Head Center, 10300 San Diego St., Lamont, CA 93241

Would you like to be notified of
future meetings? éDesea que le
avisemos sobre futuras

Name/Nombre Agency/Agencia Phone/Telefono Email/Correo Electrénico reuniones?
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[Sent via email]

Kern River GSA
krgsa'a kernrivergsa.org

July 10th, 2019

Re: Concerns and Recommendations to Ensure that Kern River GSA GSP Protects Vulnerable
Drinking Water Users

Dear members of the Kern River Groundwater Sustainability Agency,

Qur organization works alongside low income communities of color in the San Joaquin Valley
and the Eastern Coachella Valley to advocate for local. regional and state government entities to address
their communitics™ needs for the basic elements that make up a safe and healthy community, including
clean. safe. reliable and affordable drinking water, affordable housing. effective and safe transportation,
efficient and affordable energy. green spaces, clean air, and more. We have been engaged in the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) implementation process because many of the
communities with whom we work are dependent on groundwater for their drinking water supplies, and
often have already experienced groundwater quality and supply issues.

Historically. communities we work with have not been included in decision-making about their
previous water resources. and their needs have not been at the forefront of such decisions. In 2012,
California recognized the Human Right to Drinking Water as a statewide goal. Now, because of SGMA’s
requirements for a transparent and inclusive process. groundwater management under the new law has the
opportunity to include disadvantaged communities in decision-making and create groundwater
management plans that understand their unique vulnerabilities and are sensitive to their drinking water

needs.

We are concerned that drinking water impacts and disadvantaged community input have not been
adequately analyvzed and incorporated into the draft GSP, and recommend the following actions to ensure
that drinking water is protected. especially for the communities whose drinking water is severely at risk
from groundwater management activities, and who are the least able to pay for solutions for clean and
reliable drinking water.

Development of Sustainable Management Criteria

In order to “consider the interests of”~ disadvantaged communities in developing sustainable
management criteria, GSAs must address the impacts of the six sustainability indicators by reaching out
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to all disadvantaged communities within the Kern Subbasin to understand their groundwater needs and
incorporate their input prior to developing and adopting sustainable management criteria and analyzing
the impact of preliminary minimum thresholds on drinking water users before proposing or approving
alternatives. Under SGMA. all sustainable management criteria must be based on the GSA’s
determination of what will cause a “significant and unreasonable” impact on each of the six
sustainability indicators.’ The determination of what is “significant and unreasonable™ must be based on
the needs of all beneficial users.’ Therefore, without meaningfully consulting beneficial users within
disadvantaged communities to understand what groundwater impacts those individuals want to avoid, the
GSA cannot make a valid determination of what is “significant and unreasonable™. and thus cannot set
valid sustainable management criteria. As a result of the unique tiered structure that the Kern Subasin
has decided to follow to address the creation of a GSP under SGMA, Kem River GSA. among other
GSAs within the Kern Basin, have created and approved very broad undesirable results that will
encompass the diverse terrain that exists within the Kem Basin. These undesirable results, however are
intentionally difficult to trigger in order to avoid state intervention. We have suggested and continue to
recommend that Kem River GSA consult with all types of beneficial users on what they consider to be
“significant and unreasonable” impacts from each of the sustainability indicators before making decisions
about sustainable management criteria. .

In order to effectively “consider the interests of” all beneficial users, GSA committees must
analyze how preliminary sustainable management criteria will affect drinking water users before
reaching proposed final sustainable management criteria.” Before deciding on proposed minimum
thresholds. board members must be equipped with information about how potential minimum thresholds
will impact access to drinking water for domestic well owners and communities on small community
water systems. To the best of our knowledge, there has been no analysis of drinking water impacts
incorporated into the process for determining minimum thresholds at the GSA or water district level. Kern
River GSA must ensure that minimum thresholds are protecting drinking water. cither by doing a drinking
water impacts analysis of the minimum thresholds proposed by water districts, or by requiring water
districts to conduct a drinking water impact analysis before finalizing their draft minimum thresholds.

The GSP development process must be representative of the interests of all beneficial users
named in the Act. To this end, it is imperative for the GSAs and water districts to reach out to
disadvantaged community members for input before making key decisions such as recommending or
proposing draft sustainable management criteria. We understand that under the Kern Basin's approach to
SGMA, the responsibility for community engagement lies with the local water districts where more

' CCR sec. 352.28(a), 334.30(b), 354.26(a)

* CCR sec. 352.28(b)4)

! California Department of Water Resources, Sustainable Management Criteria Best Management Practices, p. 9.
The GSP must discuss how groundwater conditions at a selected minimum threshold could affect beneficial uses and
users. This information should be supported by a description of the beneficial uses [of] groundwater and
identification of beneficial uses, which should be developed through communication, outreach, and/or engagement
with parties representing those beneficial uses and users, along with any additional information the GSA used when
developing the minimum threshold,
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detailed decisions will be made. To ensure that water districts are doing robust outreach and receiving
substantial input from water users, we recommend that the GSA require water districts to conduct
outreach to all tvpes of beneficial users and incorporate feedback from all types of beneficial users into
their decisions about sustainable management criteria. The GSA should also require water districts to
report back on a regular basis in public GSA meetingsWe also recommend the GSA and the water
districts engage with community based organizations that can help enhance outreach efforts and outcome.

Another obstacle to ensuring that all beneficial users’ needs are incorporated into decisions about
sustainable management criteria is the format in which the GSA will be making decisions that impact
small communities, when those small communities have no representation on the GSA board. We know
this situation is mainly due to the County of Kern’s decision to waive its participation in SGMA. and that
Kern River GSA reached this format after exploring several options to cover white areas. However, small
water agencies like Lamont Public Utilities District will now be regulated by the Kern River GSA, but
will have no voting power. The GSA board has never represented the needs of the individuals in Lamont,
and is not familiar with their nceds. Therefore the need for effective community engagement is
imperative in cases like Lamont, as well as Greenficld and other communities that are not dircctly
represented on the GSA board.

Groundwater Quality Minimum Threshold Recommendation

In determining how they will set their sustainable management criteria for groundwater quality,
GSAs must consider many factors, including the state Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs),
collaborating with other agencies currently monitoring and regulating groundwater contaminants in the
region, analysis of areas where MCLs are already exceeded, and ways that groundwater management (i.e.
pumping and recharge projects) could impact the concentration and movement of groundwater
contaminants. We understand the complexity of setting groundwater quality Sustainable Management
Criteria (SMC) that are accurate, attainable and measurable, and are cager to work with Central Kings
GSA to ensure that groundwater management does not increase groundwater contamination, especially
where groundwater is being used as a drinking water source.

Recommendation for Water Quality Minimum Thresholds

Given the need for a concrete minimum threshold that strongly protects the human right to
drinking water and to ensure groundwater management actions do not impact drinking water. we
recommend that Kern River GSA implement the following minimum thresholds:

e Minimum thresholds for water quality should be set at the best water quality since 2015 for each
constituent. or at the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL). whichever of the two reflects the
better quality of water (lower contamination level).
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e Where the minimum threshold exceeds the public health goal for any constituent. the GSP should,
at a minimum. include a policy to strive for improvements to water quality to the point of meeting
the relevant public health goal(s).

e The scope of minimum thresholds for water quality should include all potential water
contaminants in order to prioritize ensuring access to safe drinking water.

The reasoning behind these minimum thresholds is that the GSAs are tasked with avoiding any
undesirable results. and contamination of groundwater and other drinking water sources is a “significant
and unreasonable™ impact to the resource that we all need to drink, cook, bathe, grow food, and more.
Accordingly. minimum thresholds must ensure protection from and prevention of contamination of
groundwater and other drinking water sources. DWR instructs GSAs to look to existing groundwater
regulatory programs and water quality standards.® Many GSAs have proposed incorporating the existing
MCLs into their minimum thresholds. however rcliance on an MCL is not sufficiently protective of
drinking water sources, and does not prevent contamination of our critical resources.

An appropriate standard in the context of groundwater protections is the state’s anti-degradation
policy, which is used by the SWRCB and regional water boards. and does not allow for further
contamination of groundwater based on the best quality of the water since 19687 the year the
anti-degradation policy became effective. Given that SGMA became law in 2015, the GSA should, at a
minimum ensure the better of highest quality of water achieved since 2013. or the MCL. whichever
reflects a lower level of water contamination. Additionally. GSAs must ensure that the project and
management actions they are proposing do not cause or exacerbate groundwater contamination, and in
fact improve drinking water quality for the near and long term. For example, it is our understanding that
GSAs within the Madera Subbasin Joint GSP plan to rely on on-farm recharge. Our organization has
expressed concern that recharge on current or retired farmland where toxic pesticides and fertilizers have
been applied threaten to significantly contaminate groundwater.

Another rule commonly used in environmental law is the precautionary principle, which prohibits
activities that could cause harm when the amount of potential harm is unknown. We urge the GSAs to use
these two rules, combined with seeking to remediate groundwater to the public health goal, as laid out
above. to ensure that groundwater management does not cause degradation of groundwater quality.

Contaminants to Include in Minimum Threshold

‘California Department of Water Resources, Sustainable Management Criteria Best Management Practices, p. 15.
* Asociacion de Gente Unida por el Aguav. Central Valley Regional Water Ouality Control Bd. (2012) 210
Cal. App.4th 1255, 1268.
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GSAs should monitor all primary drinking water contaminants. as well as chrome-—()ﬁ, which 1s
known has significant health effects but is undergoing a new process to set the MCL because of
procedural flaws. It is widely Lno“n that the San Joaquin Vallev experiences widespread water quality
issues from nitrates , DBCP 123-TCP'" and other contaminants. and the GSA's groundwater
management activities could unpact the concentration and location of those contaminants. Where
relevant. GSAs should also consider monitoring for PFOA and PFOS as the EPA has established a
Lifetime Health Advisory for them due to their potential impacts on drinking water sy stems.
Furthermore. GSAs should also monitor contaminants that are proven to increase from groundwater
management. such as arsenic and uranium,12 and closely examine the movement of contaminant plumes
from recharge] : and other groundwater management activities.

Other Considerations for Groundwater Quality Minimum Threshold

GSAs should monitor for contaminant concentrations quarterly. and increase monitoring to every
month if a water quality test detects higher contamination concentration than the previous water quality

test.

To establish causality between groundwater management activities and groundwater
contamination. GSAs should look to (1) whether there has been a correlation in groundwater management
pumping and an increase in contamination that could result from groundwater management activities, (2)
relevant scientific studies that show proven mechanisms by which causation can be established between
groundwater management activities and groundwater contamination, and (3) data and samples collected
showing a causal nexus in the case at hand.

6 Hausladen, Debra M., et al. "Hexavalent chromium sources and distribution in California groundwater.”
Environmental science & technology 52.15 (2018): 8242-8251.

" Addressing Nitrate in California's Drinking Water: With a Focus on Tulare Lake Basin and Salinas Valley
Groundhvater: Report for the State IWater Resources Control Board Repoit fo the Legislature. Center for Watershed
Sciences, University of California, Davis, 2012.

% Peoples, S. A, etal. "A study of samples of well water collected from selected areas in California to determine the
presence of DBCP and certain other pesticide residues.” Bulletin of environmental contamination and toxicology
24.1 (1980): 611-618.

* Loague, Keith, et al. "A case study simulation of DBCP groundwater contamination in Fresno County. California
2. Transport in the saturated subsurface." Journal of Contaminant Hydrology 29.2 (1998): 137-163.

19 Burow, Karen R., Walter D. Floyd, and Matthew K. Landon. "Factors affecting 1, 2, 3-trichloropropane
contamination in groundwater in California." Science of The Total Environment 672 (2019): 324-334.

' “Drinking Water Health Advisories for PFOA and PFOS.” EP, Environmental Protection Agency,
www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/drinking-water-health-advisories-ptoa-and-pfos.

12 Jurgens, Bryant C., et al. "Effects of groundwater development on uranium: Central Valley. California, USA."
Groundwater48.6 (2010): 913-928.; also see “Groundwater Quality in the

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA): Scientific Factsheet on Arsenic, Uranium, and Chromium,”

found at

= (rround W'iter l{eu.h'irbe [I‘)IHL_ Watcrs 01 Impaurt,d Qua]lty (1994] w.nap. edu/read/4780/chapter/3



)

. LEADERSHIP COUNSEL
» — FOR-
o

Finallv. in order to effectively protect drinking water resources, GSAs should establish
Management Areas in arcas that are more vulnerable to groundwater contamination. such as communities
with many shallow wells and communities that cannot afford to install drinking water filters or treatment
facilities. Kern River GSA has decided to take a different approach to management areas. and has instead
defined management arcas based on the boundaries of local water districts. This approach does not
highlight the importance of monitoring to ensure and protect safe groundwater for folks who depend on
small water systems or private water wells. Kern River GSA should form management areas that protect
groundwater users who are more vulnerable to contamination, such as homes on private wells and
communities with shallow wells.

Groundwater Levels Recommendations

The California legislature has stated that the use of water for domestic purposes is the highest use
of “‘at«er,"l'1 and passed the Human Right to Drinking Water in 2012." After the passage of SGMA, GSAs
now have the responsibility to protect drinking water through groundwater management. If they choose
to allow individuals to keep pumping at the expense of severe drinking water impacts. that is a
groundwater management decision that violates their obligation to protect drinking water resources. GSAs
must therefore have strong minimum thresholds that protect all drinking water wells from dewatering.

Minimum thresholds are the most pivotal measure for how a GSA will prevent impacts on the
sustainability indicators required to be monitored by SGMA. Minimum thresholds are also the point that a
GSA must avoid. and could necessitate state intervention. There is some flexibility, however: for
groundwater levels, DWR shows in its Sustainable Management Criteria Best Management Practices
guide that it will allow a GSA to dip below its minimum threshold for groundwater levels in some cases,
as long as its GSP will ensure that it comes back up and towards its measurable objective. Therefore,
GSAs should strive to set minimum thresholds at levels that they seek to avoid.

Recommendation for Groundwater Levels Minimum Thresholds

We request that all GSAs set all groundwater levels minimum thresholds at a level to provide a
buffer above the depth of the top of the screen of the shallowest well. The buffer must be adequate to
ensure that the shallowest well does not go dry due to a short or medium-term exceedance of the
minimum threshold. The GSAs should only disregard wells that they can prove are not in use. If GSAs
choose not to do so, they must take on the responsibility for the wells that do go dry from this policy
choice. impact analysis to evaluate how many drinking water wells will go dry. set management areas for
shallower minimum thresholds where there are more concentrated shallow domestic wells. and ensure
that drinking water is protected by implementing preventive actions such as digging deeper wells and

1 Water Code sec. 106.
¥ Water Code sec. 106.3
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assisting with consolidation projects. It is important to note that prevention, not mitigation, is the only
way to effectively protect drinking water resources.

We have not seen Kern River GSA take anv steps in protecting wells that serve individuals and
communities. Under SGMA. Kern River GSA has the responsibility to ensure that groundwater
management serves the interests of all of the beneficial groundwater users in its service area, including
homes on private wells as well as small community water systems. It is important for minimum
thresholds to be placed at a level that ensures access to water to the most vulnerable populations who
most often rely on private wells or small water districts that tend to have more shallow wells than those
used for agriculture purposes.

Other Considerations for Groundwater Levels Minimum Thresholds

In setting groundwater levels minimum thresholds, GSAs should also set minimum thresholds
high enough as to avoid groundwater contamination from over pumping. They should also set minimum
thresholds that ensure that rural communities have equitable access to groundwater resources. and have
enough for current needs and future growth. GSAs must also factor in the increased costs of pumping and
installing new wells if groundwater levels decrease, and avoid additional costs in groundwater access for
low income communities dependent on groundwater for drinking water resources. GSAs should also set
minimum thresholds for groundwater levels that will prevent subsidence from occurring and disrupting
infrastructure that is critical to the health and safety of vulnerable communities. such as private wells,
roads. and homes.

Monitoring Network

Broadly. GSAs must develop actionable steps to fill data gaps and monitor groundwater levels
and groundwater quality. In order to protect drinking water resources, monitoring networks should be
closely monitoring impacts on drinking water. In particular to water quality. GSAs should monitor for
contaminant concentrations quarterly, and increase monitoring to every month if a water quality test
detects higher contamination concentration than the previous water quality test. Testing should also
robustly monitor plume migration especially given the high number of groundwater users in the Kings
subbasin. The GSA should place monitoring wells near DACs and clusters of domestic wells.

We look forward to providing further recommendations on the monitoring network in the future.
Transparency and Inclusivity

As public agencics, GSAs are subject to the requirements of the Brown Act. which requires
transparency of public agencies through notice of meetings and prior posting of agendas. posting of

meeting minutes after meetings, and public access to meeting materials upon request by a member of the
public. In addition to Brown Act requirements, GSAs must also adhere to the specific public participation
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and inclusivity requirements for GSP development laid out in SGMA. SGMA expands the public
participation requirements of GSAs to also “encourage the active involvement of diverse social, cultural,
and economic elements of the population within the groundwater basin prior to and during the
development and implementation of the groundwater sustainability plan.” (Water Code sec. 10727.8) To
assist in GSAs complying with this requirement, DWR has published guidance on public notice and
engagement. highlighting good practices for effective engagement. Both the letter and spirit of SGMA
communicate that GSAs must conduct GSP development in an open and inclusive way.

In order to comply with the requirements for transparency and inclusivity under the Brown Act
and SGMA. GSA agendas should contain specific information about the topics to be reviewed, and any
action to be taken at the upcoming meeting. Additionally, meeting minutes should be sufficiently
detailed to accurately show what transpired at meetings. We acknowledge that Kern River provides
interested parties an agenda for the upcoming meeting via email and online via there Kem River GSA
website. however these agendas are overly broad, making it difficult for the public to prepare to
effectively participate in the meeting. This approach transfers over to the way that the minutes are
recorded: minutes are also overly broad: for example, one entry in the meeting minutes from June 20th,
2019 states “Policy Coordination Meeting Update (M. Mulkay) Mark Mulkay. General Manager of Kern
Delta Water District. provided update.™® The minimal way in which meeting minutes are recorded
hinders the opportunity for individuals who missed a meeting to understand what was discussed at the
meeting. In order to comply with the requirements for transparency and inclusivity under the Brown Act
and SGMA, we recommend that Kemn River GSA develop more specific agendas and minutes. This will
allow the public to effectively participate in the GSP development process and encourage the members of
the public to continue to be engaged even if they cannot attend every meeting. to improve.

A best practice to ensure authentic, meaningful input as required by SGMA is to post meeting
materials before the meeting. so that these materials are available to the public for feedback and
engagement. The Brown Act requires these materials to be made available after the meeting upon written
request of the public. Paired with SGMA’s requirements for robust community engagement, the most
effective way to ensure that the public is aware of what will be discussed and acted upon at meetings, and
to access critical GSP development information despite not being able to attend one meeting. is to post all
meeting materials online before the meeting. However. GSAs would facilitate more effective public
engagement at the meetings if they were to post meeting presentations ahead of time. so that attendees
could view the discussion items and data before the meeting. We are aware that Kern River GSA has a
dedicated website in which thev upload agendas, minutes, and presentations for public access. We request
that Kem River GSA make all mecting materials available before each meeting by posting them on their
website and sending them out via the interested partics email listserv.

1 The agenda and minutes from this conversation can be found here:
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GSAs should also dedicate sufficient funding to ensure meaningful, effective, and accessible
engagement of the public. We, along with Self-Help Enterprises and Community Water Center, have
worked with many GSAs™ consultants to improve outreach to disadvantaged communities. With other
GSAs, we have helped give input on workshops, and have helped conduct outreach for those workshops.
We have also kept community residents informed about GSP developments at community meetings. We
recommend that Kern River GSA host inclusive community workshops at times and locations that are
accessible for a variety of stakeholders. work with organizations like ours and Self-Help Enteprises to
host workshops and conduct outreach to disadvantaged communities. and provide food and translation
services at workshops. Given the type of outreach that is necessary in order to engage disadvantaged
communities. GSAs should also hire bilingual staff or consultants who can help conduct door-to-door
outreach, attend community meetings, translate materials, and interpret at all GSA meetings. In creating
annual operating budgets. GSAs should prioritize funding for these necessary outreach activities.

Lastly, GSAs must make GSP development decisions at public meetings. and must not make
decisions behind closed doors. Making substantive GSP development decisions outside of public
meetings goes against the requirements of the Brown Act, as well as SGMA’s requirements for
“consideration of all interests” and “encourage[ment] of active involvement™ of the public “during the
development...of the groundwater sustainability plan.” (Water Code sec. 10723.2 and 10727.8) We are
aware that Kern River GSA conducts ‘manager meetings” as well as “stakeholder meetings.” However, it
has come to our attention that by the time items come to the stakeholder meeting. decisions have already
been discussed extensively within manager meetings and are only presented in the stakeholder meetings
as informational items, which then go to the board for approval. We encourage and recommend Kern
River GSA to be more transparent about what is talked about at Manager meetings, and allow
stakeholders at the stakeholder meetings to weigh in on decisions.

Water districts must also adhere to the requirements of the Brown Act in their SGMA-related
activities that have been delegated to them by Kern River GSA. The requirement under the Brown Act
for legislative agencies like Kern River GSA to only “take action™ at public meetings also applies to the
water districts to whom the GSA has delegated decision-making power over sustainable management
criteria.)” Water districts are making those decisions at meetings that are not open to the public and are not
noticed and agendized in compliance with the Brown Act or the requirements under SGMA for
transparency and inclusivity. We recommend that the GSA require all water districts to notice and
agendize their meetings, and only make SGMA decisions in public fora where members of the public can

attend and participate.

Projects and Management Actions

17 Gov, Code sec. 549352(c)(1)(A): As used in this chapter, “legislative body ™ means: A board, commission,
committee, or other multimember body that governs a private corporation, limited liability company. or other entity
that either: s created by the elected legislative body in order to exercise authority that may lawfully be delegated by
the elected governing body to a private corporation, limited liability company. or other entity.
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Projects and Management Actions are a crucial part of the GSP, since they demonstrate how the
GSA plans on attaining the sustainability goals that they have set out. Therefore. GSAs should also set
specific timelines and triggers for specific projects. In addition, GSAs should include projects to prevent
domestic drinking water impacts from lack of protection of domestic and community wells, particularly in
disadvantaged communities that are unable to afford the high cost of replacing drinking water
infrastructure.

We look forward to presenting more comments on the GSA’s projects and management actions in
the future.

Groundwater Markets

We have engaged in many discussions around the state about groundwater markets. and continue
to warn against them. Commoditizing precious drinking water resources is dangerous and inequitable,
since it lets those with more purchasing power have access to more water, and more likely than not will
lead to concentrations of over-pumping by large agribusinesses, leaving nearby communities without
drinking water. Furthermore, given all GSAs” severe lack of data on domestic wells and water usc in their
service areas. and our region’s lack of understanding of how a market could impact groundwater use and
subsurface groundwater flows, implementing groundwater markets now would be precipitous and foolish.

We strongly discourage and oppose the idea of putting groundwater markets into place where
communities have already been exhausted of their resources and already carry financial burden to attain
basic necessities. Water markets will increase the monetary value of water, hence perpetuating the idea
that the wealthy will continue to have access to water leaving the most vulnerable, disadvantaged
communities with an uncertainty to their access to water, which is a human right in the state of California.
The power of what water markets are able to become, goes against California’s declaration of water as a
human right in of itself.

We look forward to giving more feedback in the future on the impact of groundwater market on
drinking water resources in the GSA area.

We look forward to speaking more in depth with consultants. staff. stakcholder committee
members and the Board of Directors about our recommendations. We hope that Kern River GSA will
consider and incorporate the above recommendations, and hope to collaborate with the GSA to ensure
that the GSP protects the subbasin’s most vulnerable drinking water users, We are also in communication
with the Department of Water Resources about current GSP development activities in the San Joaquin
Valley. and hope to successfully work with Kem River GSA and DWR to ensure that groundwater
management is equitable and sufficiently protective of vital drinking water resources.

10
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Sincerely.

Jasmene Del Aguila and Amanda Monaco
Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability
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August 13, 2019

VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL

Jasmene del Aguila

Amanda Monaco

Leaderstiip Counsel for Justice and. Accountability
1527 19th Street, Suite 212

Bakersfield CA 93301

Re:  July 10, 2019 Letter fo Kern Delta Water District and KRGSA
Dear Ms. del Aguila and Ms. Monaco:

This letter respends to the July 10, 2019, letter from the Leadership Counsel for Justice
and Accountability (“Counsel”) which you delivered to the Kern River Groundwater -
Sustainability Agency (“KRGSA”) at its July 11, 2019 regular meeting, in Bakersfield,
Californja. I understand you also emailed the letter to the Kern Delta Water District (“Kern
Delta”). prior to the KRGSA meeting.

T am special watet counsel for the City of Bakersfield (“City”). The KRGSA consists of
the City, Kern Delta and Improvement District No. 4 (“ID 4”) of the Kérn County Water
Agency. The City authorized me to respoiid to your letter on behalf of the KRGSA and its
member agencies.

Your letter states that the Counsel is invelved in the Sustainable Groundwater
Manag’_emﬁent Act (“SGMA”) implementation process: The letter states that the Counsel is
“concerned that drinking water impacts and disadvantaged community input have not been
adequately analyzed and incorporated into the draft GSP.” The letter also refers to-an “umbrella’
approach that Kern basin GSAs are using to create GSPs in collaboration with local water
districts,” and further refers to “local (GSP chapters” that are being created by water districts for
“their particular service areas,”

DUANE MORRIS LLp

SPEAR TOWER, ONE MARKET PLAZA, SUITE 2200 PHONE: +1 415957 3000 FAX!+1 415957 300]

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105 1127
DMZ\!U34UGIR 1 ROD41/00018
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We are not sure what. “draft GSP” your letter references. ‘The KRGSA. has not yet
disseminated a draft Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“GSP”) for public review. The KRGSA
further does not intend to have its members utilize an “umbrella approach” to GSP preparation,
or have its members prepare separate or distinct “GSP- chapters” for their service areas. The
KRGSA instead intends to prepare and distribute for public review a single GSP'for the entire
KRGSA service area, The KRGSA’s GSP will thereafter be coordinated with GSPs prepared by
other GSAs within the Kern Subbasin, to produce “a single plan covering the entire basin

developed and implemented by multiple groundwater sustainability agéncies,” (Water Code
§10727.)

Your letter also recommends that the KRGSA take a number of “actions? to “ensure that
drinking water is protected, especially for the communities whose drinking water is severely at
risk from groundwater management activities.” (P. 1.) Your letter contends that these actions
are réquired by SGMA as part of the process of developing sustainable management criteria.

Although we appreciate your suggestions and recommendations with regard to.the
contents of a GSP, we do not believe your letter accurately states or represents the requirements
of SGMA, or the obligations of GSAs in cormection with water quality issues.

In particuldr, we do not agree that “GSAs now have the responsibility to protect drinking
water through groundwater management.” (P.5.) Enhancement or protection of water quality is
not listed as one of the purposes or.goals of SGMA. ‘SGMA instead was intended to (1) provide
for the sustainable management of groundWater basins, (2) enhance local management of
groundwater consistént while preserving the security of water rights in the state, (3) establish
minimum standards for sustainable groundwater management, (4) provide local agencies with
the authority and technical and finaneial assistance necessary to sustainably manage
groundwater, (5)-avoid or minimize subsidence; (6) improve data collection and understanding
about groundwater, (7) increase groundwater storage and remove impediments to. recharge, (8)
manage groundwater basins locally while minimizing state intervention, and (9) provide a more
efficient and cost-effective groundwater adjudication process. (Water Code §10720.1.)

Federal, State and local agencies still have primary responsibility. for protecting drinking
water, and watet quality. SGMA. did not authorize ot direct GSAs to assume authority or
responszbllzty for the regulation-of water quality. SGMA was not intended to limit or alter‘the
authority of the State Water Resources Control Board, the Depariment of Water Resources, the
State Department of Public Health, or any other regulatory agency. (Water Code §10726.8(c).)
SGMA does not supersede “the land use authority of citiés-and counties.” (Water Code
§10726.8(f).) SGMA additionally was not intended to and does not determine or alter surface
water rights or groundwater rights. (Water Code §10720.5(b).)

We do recognize that GSPs should “discuss how groundwater conditions at a selected.
minimum threshold could affect beneficial uses and users.” (P, 2, n. 4) We understand that
-GSPs should, “as applicable to the basin,” address the “monitoring and management of
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groundwater quality, groundwater quality degradation, inelastic land surface subsidence, and

changes in surface flow and surface water quality that directly affect groundwater levels or

quality or are caused by grouridwater extraction in the basin.” (Water Code §10727.2(d)(2).)

We also acknowledge that GSPs should aveid “undesirable results,” which are defined to include
“significant and unreasonable degraded water quality, including the migration of contaminant

‘plumes that impair water supplies.” (Water Code §10721(x)(4).)

We do not agree, however, that GSAs must establish Maximum Contaminant Levels
(MCLs) for groundwater contaminants, or set “minimum. thresholds for water quality.” We
further do not agree that GSPs should direct or authorize its members to assume responsibility
for “monitoring groundwater quality under the Kern River/ Kern Groundwater Authority GSA’s
Groundwater Sustainability Plans,” or to “monitor all primary drinking water contaminants, as
well as chrome-6.” (P. 4.)

SGMA does not require member-agencies to monitor-or test for drinking water
contaminants, as part of the GSP process or in connection with the implementation of a GSP.
SGMA does not expand or increase existing monitoring and testing requirements for water
quality conditions. SGMA does not require GSAs fo address or include water quality conditions
in their regular reports to the State following adoption of a GSP. (Water Code §10728.)

GSPs instead are only required to address, in connection with water quality issues,
“migration of contaminated groundwater,” and “measures addressing groundwater contamination
cleanup, groundwater recharge, in-lieu use, diversions to storage, conservation, water recycling,
conveyance, and extraction projects,” (Water Code §10727.4.) Those matiers, -mor.e_over; need
only be addressed iri a GSP “where appropriate and in collaboration with the appropriate local:
ageneies.” (Id))

SGMA further does not require GSAs or membets of GSAS, as part of the GSP process,
to “establish” or consider any alleged causality between management and contamination, as you
claim at page 5 of your letter. (GSAs are-additionally not required to “place management areas
around areas where there are a high numbet of vilnetable private well owners and community
water systems.” (P.5.),

We still welcome comments and input from members of the public and interested
organizations, including the Counsel, in the SGMA process. The KRGSA will take the
comments in your letter, which are relevant and applicable to SGMA and the preparation of
(GSPs into consideration in the course of preparing and implementing the GSP for the KRGSA.

We also acknowledge and appreciate your suggestions and comments regarding
engagement of the public in the SGMA and GSP planning process. The KRGSA has undertaken
many of the steéps proposed in your letter in.ordeér to engage and inform the public during the
SGMA and GSP process. The KRGSA conducted or participated in a number of community
‘meetings and forums, and has made direct outreach to members of theé community, including to
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disadvantaged communities. The KRGSA has also complied with the requirements of the Brown
Act, and otherwise made decisions and had discussions regarding the GSP and SGMA at
properly noticed public meetings.

The KRGSA has considered, and intends to continue to consider, “the interests of all
beneficial uses and users of groundwater,” including, but not limited to, domestic well owners,
public water systems, and “[d]isadvantaged communities, including, but not limited to, those
served by private domestic wells or small community water systems.” (Water Code §10723.2.)
Through its education and outreach efforts, the KRGSA, and its members, have “actively
engag[ed] with all types of beneficial users and encouraging the participation of local grassroots
organizations as GSP chapters are being developed,” as you recommend in your letter.

We thank you for your comments and suggestions. We look forward to working with
you and other members of the public through the process of preparing, adopting and
implementing the GSP for the KRGSA, and coordinating GSPs for the entire subbasin.

Sincerely,
N7
“€olin L. Pearce

CLP:bah

cc: City of Bakersfield,
Kern Delta Water District
Improvement District No. 4 of the Kern County Water Agency



Kern River Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA)

GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN
(GSP) REVIEW WORKSHOP

To comply with the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), the Kern River GSA
developed a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) that will serve as a roadmap for how
groundwater will be sustainably managed for years to come.

The draft GSP is now available for a 90-day public review period that will end on November 27,
2019. The Kern River GSA will host two workshops to review the plan and allow members of
the local community to provide comments. These workshops will discuss important issues that
can affect the water you use in your home. Your comments on this plan are vital to helping
address water quality and water supply challenges in your community.

DISCUSSION TOPICS:
What is the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA)?
Your local Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA)
How can SGMA affect me and my community?
Review the Groundwater Sustainability Plan

Workshop #1: Workshop #2:
Date: Tuesday, October 15, 2019 Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2019
Time: 5:30—-7:30 p.m. Time: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Location: Stan Keasling Community Room  Location: David Head Center
601 Douglas St. 10300 San Diego St.
Bakersfield, CA 93308 Lamont, CA 93241

Community residents, private well owners, residents on community water systems, and
water and school board members are encouraged to attend.

Spanish translation service is available.

To RSVP for either workshop (not required), please visit
http://bit.ly/KRGSAReview or contact Eva Dominguez at (559) 802-1634 or
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