
Turlock Subbasin GSP Page: 69  

 Turlock Model Report December 27, 2021 

Figure 41: Calibrated Horizontal Hydraulic Conductivity of Layers 3 
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Figure 42: Calibrated Horizontal Hydraulic Conductivity of Layers 4 
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5.4.2 Measurement of Calibration Status 

The Turlock Model’s calibration was primarily assessed using two metrics: groundwater level trends and 

the correlation between simulated and observed groundwater levels. Quantitative measures included the 

calculation of statistical measures of error, residual scatter plots and histograms, while qualitative methods 

included review of stream hydrographs, groundwater level hydrographs, residual maps, and the spatial and 

temporal distribution of trends therein. 

Statistics related to the differences between simulated and observed groundwater levels were evaluated 

relative to the American Standard Testing Method (ASTM) standard. The “Standard Guide for Calibrating 

a Groundwater Flow Model Application” (ASTM D5981) states that “the acceptable residual should be a 

small fraction of the head difference between the highest and lowest heads across the site.” The residual is 

defined as the simulated head minus the observed head. An analysis of all calibration water levels within 

the model indicated the presence of a range in groundwater levels of nearly 165 feet. Using 10 percent as 

the small fraction, the acceptable residual level would be 16 feet. The calibration exceeds that standard, as 

shown by the following statistics. 

• 75.0% of observed groundwater levels are within +/- 10 feet of its respective simulated values 

• 95.0% of observed groundwater levels are within +/- 20 feet of its respective simulated values 

• 99.5% of observed groundwater levels are within +/- 30 feet of its respective simulated values 

An additional method of evaluating model calibration is provided by Rumbaugh and Rumbaugh, 2017, in 

which the quotient between the Root Mean Square Error (RMSE) and the Range is compared against a 10% 

threshold. For the hydrograph set used in the calibration, the RMSE was calculated at 9.18, while the range 

is of 165 feet, for which the quotient would be 5.6%, making the results acceptable, using unweighted head 

residuals.  

The residual histogram and scatter plot for the Turlock Model is shown in Figure 43. Additional 

calibrational statistics of the Turlock Model are presented in Table 19. In the Turlock Subbasin, simulated 

groundwater levels were on average lower than observed values by 2.31 feet. The mean and median 

residuals are similar, suggesting few extreme outliers, with a maximum absolute residual of 61.07 feet. The 

absolute average residual of the hydrograph set is 6.99 feet, meaning that on average, simulated values are 

within approximately seven feet of observed values. The absolute average is also more than four times the 

absolute value of the average residual, suggesting that there is a relatively normal distribution of positive 

and negative residuals.  

RMSE was also calculated for the hydrograph set. The RMSE for the set was calculated at 9.18 feet.  

Table 19: Model Residual Statistics 

R2 
Average 

Residual 

Median 

Residual 

Absolute 

Average 

Residual 

Absolute 

Maximum 

Residual 

RMSE1 
Number 

of Obs. 

Normal 

Standard 

Residual 

Normal 

RMSE 

0.78 -2.31 -2.24 6.99 61.07 9.18 3225 0.06 0.06 

All residuals and RMSE in feet   
1 RMSE = Root Mean Square Error       

Simulated and observed groundwater elevation data and their residuals were plotted on scatterplots and 

assessed visually, as shown on Figure 43. The simulated-observed scatterplot shows that correlation 

between simulated and observed data is generally strong, though it weakens at the extreme high and low 



Turlock Subbasin GSP Page: 72  

 Turlock Model Report December 27, 2021 

groundwater elevations; the model typically underestimates extreme high groundwater levels and typically 

overestimates extreme low groundwater levels.  

The residual histogram shows a near-normal distribution with a slight left skew. The histogram also shows 

“thin-tailed” distribution, suggesting an overall low probability that the model would produce extreme 

outlier values. As shown on Figure 43, residuals greater than 20 feet have approximately a five percent 

probability of occurring, while residuals between 10 and 20 feet have approximately a 20 percent 

probability of occurring. 75 percent of the simulated groundwater levels are within 10 feet of observed 

levels. 

Qualitative assessment was also performed on groundwater level hydrographs at the set of 97 locations 

described above. The hydrographs, presented in Appendix A, allow for review of temporal patterns that 

may not appear in the residuals.  

 

Figure 43: Model Residual Histogram and Scatter Plot 
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6. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

6.1 MODEL FEATURES, STRENGTHS, AND LIMITATIONS 

Modeling limitations result from the simplifying assumptions made to produce a mathematical 

representation of a complex hydraulic system and the inherent uncertainty in model inputs. It is not possible 

to develop a complete mathematical description of the physical world without introducing certain 

simplifying assumptions. These simplifying assumptions include the Darcy’s equation and the governing 

set of differential equations that are universally used in all groundwater models. As such, the model data 

sets, conceptual representation of the groundwater system, the interaction with the surface water and land 

surface processes, and model calibration contain inherent limitations that are outlined as follows: 

6.1.1 Spatial Extent and Resolution 

The accuracy of the model simulation is a function of spatial resolution of the data, as well as spatial 

discretization of the finite elements. As the spatial data such as land use or soil conditions are mapped to 

the elements, the size of elements reflect the accuracy of the underlying data sets as mapped. Much of the 

spatial data has been reviewed and verified against available statewide and local data available, or was 

derived from the accepted C2VSimFG model developed by DWR. The model is calibrated to target levels 

based on the spatial resolution in the model. However, when using the model for local scale analysis and 

modeling, the experienced user is encouraged to perform further validation of the underlying spatial data 

prior to use of the model for analysis of specific projects or management actions, and to assess the extent 

to which the existing model can meet the project-specific data objectives. 

Within the Turlock Subbasin, one modeling limitation is that the C2VSimFG framework includes four 

stratigraphic layers. While this is generally considered sufficient to estimate macro-scale aquifer dynamics 

in the Central Valley, it can make it difficult to evaluate the perched or shallow groundwater levels and 

movement often associated with groundwater dependent ecosystems, or to evaluate vertical groundwater 

flow and seepage at a fine scale in a heterogeneous system. Additionally, the average element grid size is 

approximately 0.5 miles, so the model can only represent water budgets and drawdown at this scale. 

6.1.2 Temporal Scale 

The Turlock Model includes monthly hydrologic data for the period WY 1969-2018. The model is 

calibrated for the period WY 1991-2015. A monthly time step has been widely accepted for development 

of regional and subregional models, and reflects the resolution of much of the recorded and reported data. 

However, the monthly time step at times may pose limitations for simulation of some of the model features, 

such as streamflow and surface-groundwater interaction during peak flow conditions. This is not of major 

concern at the regional scale, and utilization of the model for most long-term regional water supply planning 

needs is unlikely to be affected by this limitation.  

6.1.3 Land Use Data 

Land use is one of the key data sets that affect water demand estimation as well as rainfall runoff, 

infiltration, and recharge conditions. This data set was developed based on DWR land use surveys, and 

local sources. This information was assembled, analyzed, and discrepancies were reconciled, which resulted 

in annual crop data by each model element. Mapping of land use data from various maps to element level 

within the model and temporal interpolation of land use changes between years of available data may 

introduce inaccuracies that need to be considered in evaluation of land use conditions at smaller spatial 

scales, such as at the parcel or field level, and for years in between dates of source data. 

6.1.4 Water Demand Estimates 
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Water demands in the model are estimated for both urban and agricultural entities. The urban demands are 

based on the reported water supply and demand data from the urban purveyors. The agricultural demand 

estimates are based on respective model data sets and calibration of the model for each agricultural area. 

While care has been given to estimation of agricultural water use estimates, and the results have been shared 

and reviewed by the agricultural entities within the model area, inaccuracies in the source data or those 

mapped to the model may introduce inaccurate estimates in certain conditions.  

6.1.5 Water Supply Data 

The surface water delivery data set in the model is one of the most reliable data sets as it is provided by the 

purveyors. However, the exact location of these deliveries by the agricultural entities are subject to 

uncertainty, which affects the model simulation results. Local entities are encouraged to review the surface 

water delivery data and provide feedback to the model developers as issues arise or inaccuracies are 

identified. 

6.1.6 Groundwater Pumping Estimates 

The Turlock Model includes both the location and a monthly timeseries of all groundwater wells operated 

by Turlock Irrigation District and the various municipalities across the subbasin. The model also includes 

estimated monthly groundwater pumping of private agricultural and rural residential users by each model 

element. Private groundwater pumping is estimated as the balance of agricultural or urban demand estimates 

and surface water that is available to meet the demand for each element and at each model time step.  

6.1.7 Water Budgets 

The Turlock Model provides detailed water budgets at each model element, which, when aggregated, can 

provide water budgets for a selected geographic area representing the subbasin, a water/irrigation district, 

a GSA, or geographies based on the physical watershed or aquifer system. The model water budgets have 

been verified for the GSAs against data and information available from local sources. Additionally, the 

subbasin-scale model water budgets have been reviewed and verified by the respective technical staff and/or 

representatives of the GSAs to check the accuracy and reliability of the water budgets for GSP use. When 

using the Turlock Model for more detailed analysis, the user is encouraged to verify the water budgets for 

reasonableness and consistency with local data and information, and to understand the implications of 

simulating water budgets within jurisdictional boundaries (e.g., the GSAs) versus the natural aquifer system 

(e.g., the Western and Eastern Principal Aquifers).  

6.1.8 Groundwater Flow and Levels 

The Turlock Model has been calibrated against long-term groundwater trends and seasonal groundwater 

level changes at approximately 96 wells throughout the model area. The calibration process included 

adjustments to model input data and/or parameters to ensure that reasonable water budgets are achieved for 

each zone, and long-term simulated groundwater levels match the observed levels within acceptable 

tolerances. Data gaps and inaccuracies in observation and reported groundwater levels may influence the 

quality of calibration. Further, lack of detailed well construction information in many of the calibration 

wells limited the ability to use data at those sites to properly calibrate the model with depth. 

6.2 MODELING UNCERTAINTIES 

A model is a numerical representation of physical process and inherently possesses uncertainties that affect 

the calibration, performance, and results of the model. Integrated hydrologic models are complex models 

that involve simulation of complex physical systems and interrelationships and require many different types 

of data, each of which may be available at different temporal and spatial scales. Uncertainties in the 
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performance of an integrated hydrologic model can arise from uncertainties in how the physical processes 

are conceptualized and formulated, inaccuracies in the underlying data and the calibration process.  and 

eventually the assumptions used in applications of the model to evaluate projects, including projections of 

future conditions. The following are additional details on each of these uncertainty categories. 

6.2.1 Structural Uncertainties 

First set of model uncertainties can arise due to the structural framework of the model, which can include: 

Representation of Physical Features - To properly represent natural conditions, the physical and 

natural features need to be well understood so that they can be conceptualized in a simplified manner 

for development of theoretical formulations. 

Theoretical Concepts and Representation of the Natural and Physical Systems - This type of 

uncertainty can be attributed to the conceptualization of the physical and natural systems in the form of 

mathematical functions and formulas that govern the movement of groundwater and surface water 

systems and the interrelation of these systems. These formulas are typically referred to as governing 

equations for each of the hydrologic or hydrogeologic features modeled.  

Formulation, Code Development, Solution Techniques, and Assumptions - The governing 

equations are typically so complex that analytical solutions to these equations are either not available 

or are so simplified that they would add to the inaccuracies in the representation of complex hydrologic 

systems. Therefore, numerical solutions are employed, including finite element or finite difference 

techniques, which require their own set of assumptions. Computer software is used to implement the 

theoretical formulations.  

Model Spatial and Temporal Resolution - The governing equations representing the natural and/or 

physical systems are either solved at two levels: 

• Lumped solution - At this level, the formulation represents a lumped parameter system, and 

the solution will be for an aggregated system at the large scale. This aggregated and lumped 

scale can be both for the spatial and temporal scale of the problem. Lumped level solutions are 

typically employed in conditions where there is a lack of accurate information or where the 

system is small enough that further spatial or temporal breakdown of the system is not possible 

due to lack of data and information. 

• Distributed Solution - At this level, the system is subdivided in further spatial resolution to 

take advantage of spatial variability in the data and information that is available at smaller 

scales. Additionally, the solution to the formulation of the system is also subdivided in smaller 

temporal scales, such as a monthly or daily time step, so that short-term and long-term 

variability in the data over time is properly represented in the solution. 

6.2.2 Data Uncertainties 

This category of uncertainty is related to the data and information that is used and employed in development 

of a model. 

Data and Information Accuracy, Data Gaps, and Estimates - Collection and compilation of data for 

natural and physical systems, including precipitation, streamflow, land use, cropping patterns, 

population, water use, crop evapotranspiration, soil conditions, groundwater levels, streamflow, surface 

water use, groundwater pumping, infrastructure, facilities, and operations all include a certain level of 

inaccuracy and uncertainty. This uncertainty is exacerbated when data gaps and inconsistencies exist. 

The methodology used to identify and fill data gaps can introduce levels of uncertainty. 
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Data Spatial and Temporal Resolution - In addition to the above, the spatial and temporal resolution 

of data may contain inaccuracies and uncertainties that would affect the data that are used in the model. 

6.2.3 Calibration Uncertainties 

Estimates of Hydrologic and Hydrogeologic Parameters - Often, data and/or information for specific 

parameters that are used to represent the governing equations in the model may not be available. In 

these circumstances, the modeler uses professional judgement, or adopts conditions from similar areas, 

which may introduce uncertainties and inaccuracies in model simulations. 

Calibration Approach, Target Characteristics, and Accuracy - Model calibration requires certain 

quality, consistency, and care, so that the model properly represents the natural and physical conditions 

observed in the field. In addition to the quality and uncertainties in data and methodologies, the 

approach employed, tools and techniques used, and experience and expertise of the model developer 

affects the quality of model calibration and accuracy of the results. Often, the calibration targets are 

prone to uncertainty or lack of information. For example, information on the depth of the screened 

interval, as well as pumping rate and depth at the well, whether the recorded groundwater level reflects 

static or pumping conditions, and whether a well is under the influence from other nearby wells or a 

nearby stream can have significant bearing on the approach and quality of the calibration. 

6.3 MODEL APPLICATION 

It is imperative that model application be defined and considered in such a way that is supported by 

model calibration. Appropriate applications for a regional to subregional-scale model typically include 

water budget analysis, and changes in groundwater levels, cross boundary flows, seepage, discharge or 

storage that are induced by climate trends, land use changes, projects and management actions. Based 

on the calibration results, the model appears to be well suited to these kinds of applications. The model 

can also be useful to inform assessment of projects, management actions or management alternatives 

in term of compliance with specific groundwater elevation targets such as Minimum Thresholds, 

Measurable Objectives or Interim Milestones; however, given the current limitations of the model to 

predict specific heads accurately (Section 5.5.2), the results of such analyses should be interpreted with 

care.  

Assumptions of a model application to analyze a particular project can often be generalized with little 

knowledge of the conditions. For example, significant uncertainties exist with respect to the following 

data, which can affect the quality and results of the model output for planning and policy making: 

• Hydrologic conditions and rainfall patterns 

• Land use and cropping patterns 

• Population and water use 

• Water supply conditions 

• Climate change conditions 

Based on the above, while modeling uncertainties need to be considered in use and application of the 

Turlock Model for evaluation of compliance with specific groundwater level targets, and project 

conditions for potential impacts, benefits, and design of plans and facilities, the model should be 

considered a reasonably robust tool to support the major decisions, including GSPs, projects and 

management actions, and sustainability analysis. 
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7. SUMMARY & RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Turlock Model is an integrated hydrologic model, which simulates land surface processes, groundwater 

flow, streamflow, and the interaction between these systems. The model includes a historical, hydrologic 

period of WY 1991-2015. The model, adapted from the DWR’s C2VSimFG, has been refined to reflect 

local data, information, and conditions, and has been reasonably calibrated to the local reported 

groundwater and streamflow conditions, making it an effective numerical analysis tool to evaluate the 

integrated groundwater and surface water system, including the water budgets and other groundwater 

sustainability criteria in the Turlock Subbasin. 

Model results provide detailed water budgets that provide information on monthly and annual changes in 

agricultural and urban land use, surface water use and distribution, and groundwater pumping. Additionally, 

the model provides a robust analysis tool to evaluate the impacts of actions on the Turlock Subbasin’s 

hydrologic system, including changes to the groundwater levels and trends and estimates of changes in 

groundwater storage. The results from the Turlock Model are used to better understand the Subbasin’s 

hydrologic and hydrogeologic system and evaluate action that would result in groundwater sustainability 

under SGMA. 

7.1 RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Turlock Model, in its current state, is a defensible and well-established model for use in assessment of 

the water resources within the Turlock Subbasin under historical and projected conditions. However, 

development of the model and its application to the Turlock GSP have highlighted areas for additional 

study. Based on these findings, the following recommendations are to be considered for further refinement 

and enhancement of the Model: 

Boundary Flow: The current boundary flows between the Turlock Subbasin and neighboring 

groundwater basins are dependent on a combination of the C2VSimFG calibration and limited 

groundwater data in the adjoining subbasins. It is recommended that the Subbasin continues to work 

with DWR along with the Merced and Delta-Mendota Subbasins to further refine and verify the 

groundwater flows across these boundaries. 

Stream-Aquifer Interaction: Sustainability conditions in the Turlock Subbasin rely heavily on the 

surface water systems of the Tuolumne, Merced, and San Joaquin Rivers. These are critical features 

outlined in the GSP and it is recommended that future updates to the model include additional study 

and refinement along these water bodies. Such refinement could potentially include the evaluation of 

near-stream groundwater conditions, more detailed rating tables (particularly under low-flow 

conditions), and stream-bed parameters. 

Inclusion of Local Creeks: Recharge and runoff of local tributaries (e.g. Dry Creek, Mustang Creek, 

and Sand Creek) are currently simulated through a combination of the small watershed and root-zone 

packages and their implementation of the TR-55 Curve Number Method. To support the projects 

outlined in the Turlock Subbasin GSP and to better quantify their natural contributions to the aquifer 

system, it may be beneficial to dynamically simulate these surface water features using the stream-

package in IWFM. Inclusion of the local creeks would more accurately simulate recharge from these 

watersheds and courses. However, this requires a much higher resolution of the model grid, both 

spatially and vertically. This can be considered at a time that the GSAs would like to consider upgrading 

and enhancing the model for future applications. 

Update of Monitoring Network: As part of GSP development, the Turlock Subbasin developed a 

representative monitoring to evaluate conditions throughout the region and have adopted a Management 

Action to evaluate and improve the current wells available. It is recommended that the Turlock Model 
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be regularly updated with any additional data. The collection and integration of supplementary 

observations will support future refinement of the model and understanding of simulated conditions. 

Data Gaps (WTSGSA): The Turlock Model simulates surface water deliveries to Turlock Irrigation 

District growers by providing water to 17 distinct distribution areas. The monthly time-series for these 

deliveries were developed through analysis of TID records and operational water budgets. To simulate 

localized conditions in the WTSGSA and develop detailed water budgets, it is recommended that 

surface water delivery data continue to be developed and refined to best reflect operations within the 

district. 

Additionally, to further support the simulation of operations within the western principal aquifers, it is 

recommended that additional data be collected relating to groundwater conditions and operations. 

Implementation of additional monitoring data, combined with known depths of groundwater 

production, would be helpful to further enrich model calibration and support the evaluation of flow 

dynamics related to groundwater heads, pumping and inter-subbasin flow in the western areas of the 

subbasin. 

Data Gaps (ETSGSA): To improve the representation of the eastern principal aquifer, particular in the 

far-eastern areas of the subbasin, it is recommended that additional data be collected relating to 

geologic, hydrogeologic, and land surface operations. Model calibration should be improved upon 

collection of additional groundwater level data from the representative monitoring wells throughout the 

eastern sections of the Subbasin. 

Model update schedule: To keep the Turlock Model up-to-date and current for analysis of water 

resources and especially for supporting SGMA implementation, it is recommended that the model 

hydrology, land, and water use data be updated and used for preparation of the GSP Annual Reports on 

an annual basis. It is further recommended that the model be updated for other major data sets, as well 

as enhanced for additional features every 5 years. This 5-year update would include an update of the 

model calibration and would be developed for use in the 5-year GSP update. 
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APPENDIX A: 

GROUNDWATER LEVEL HYDROGRAPHS  
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NOTE: To ensure an adaptive, responsive approach to stakeholder outreach and engagement, the components 
of this plan were developed in collaboration with the Turlock Subbasin stakeholders, including GSA members, 
Technical Advisory Committees, board members, and staff. This plan will be updated as the collaborative 
process continues. 

 

  
 

  
The following Turlock Subbasin 
Communications Plan contains 

recommendations developed by the Center 
for Collaborative Policy (CCP) pursuant to a 

Department of Water Resources (DWR) 
grant for local assistance services.  

Recommendations provided herein are 
based on CCP experience as well as the 

expertise of Turlock Groundwater 
Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) and their 

member agencies’ experiences.  

Turlock Subbasin 
Communications Plan 
Updated April 2019 
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The following outlines the components of a general engagement and communications plan for 
use by Turlock Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs).  Key messages, strategies 
and avenues of consideration will require determination by individual GSAs. Stakeholders are 
generally referenced as Turlock Subbasin Stakeholders or stakeholders.  Individual GSAs may 
seek to differentiate between East Turlock Subbasin GSA (East Turlock) stakeholders and West 
Turlock Subbasin GSA (West Turlock) stakeholders. The following also incorporates examples 
and templates from the Turlock GSAs’ activities and experiences. 
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Purpose  
The purpose of this Communications Plan is to assist the GSAs in their efforts to develop 
general and strategic communications to engage Turlock Subbasin stakeholders in groundwater 
management activities.   

Overview and Background  
California’s Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) of 2014 requires broad 
stakeholder involvement in the development and implementation of the Groundwater 
Sustainability Plans (GSPs) for 127 groundwater basins around the State, including the Turlock 
Subbasin. SGMA’s intent is to ensure successful management of groundwater resources at the 
local level. Success will require cooperation by all stakeholders, and cooperation is far more 
likely if stakeholders help shape the path forward.  
 
To that end, the intention of the Communications Plan is to make transparent to 
stakeholders their opportunities to contribute to the development of a GSP that can 
effectively address groundwater management within the Turlock Subbasin. At the same 
time, the intention of the Communications Plan is to provide community leaders and GSAs 
with a roadmap to follow to ensure stakeholders have meaningful input into GSA decision-
making, including GSP development, through a process widely seen as fair and respectful to 
the range of interested parties.  

Communications Plan Goals  
The plan seeks to accomplish the following goals:  
 

A. Educate stakeholders about:   
1. SGMA and its requirements. 
2. GSAs within the Turlock Subbasin as SGMA management units. 
3. SGMA’s potential to change current groundwater management. 
4. How stakeholders will be represented by their GSAs. 

B. Communicate deadlines and important dates. 
C. Encourage stakeholder engagement by communicating when meetings and workshops 

will happen as opportunities to participate in the planning process. This will include 
opportunities to engage in GSA decisions. 

D. Gain early and continuing feedback to inform GSP design and development. 
E. Coordinate outreach and engagement activities between GSAs to ensure efficiencies 

and support stakeholders.  
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Major Audiences  
A Turlock Subbasin stakeholder is anyone who has an interest in groundwater management or 
is a member of the Turlock Subbasin community. Their interest may be GSA activities, GSP 
development and implementation, or water management in general.   

 
A. Turlock Subbasin Stakeholders. There is a broad variety of stakeholders including 

representatives and people from the following groups listed below. This list is based on 
discussions regarding groundwater with GSAs and their member agencies, and not 
assumed to be exhaustive. 

1. Water supply providers and their customers 
2. Private agricultural pumpers 
3. Private rural domestic well pumpers 
4. Small community water systems 
5. Individual groundwater users 
6. Disadvantaged Communities (DACs) 
7. Organized agricultural interests (including county Farm Bureaus, etc.) 
8. Environmental interests 
9. Local governmental interests 
10. Tribal interests 
11. Community organizations 
12. Educational institutions 
13. Public Natural Resource Management 

i. Resource Conservation Districts 
ii. Flood Control Districts 

iii. Natural Resources Conservation Service 
14. “Interested parties” as specified in Water Code §10723.2 and identified by the 

GSAs’ “interested parties list.” 
B. GSA Member Agencies  

1. City of Ceres 
2. City of Turlock 
3. City of Hughson 
4. City of Modesto 
5. Hilmar County Water District 
6. Delhi County Water District 
7. Denair Community Services District 
8. Keyes Community Services District 
9. City of Waterford (Hickman) 
10. Turlock Irrigation District 
11. Merced Irrigation District 
12. Eastside Water District 
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13. Ballico-Cortez Water District 
14. Merced County 
15. Stanislaus County 

Key Messages  
As the GSAs reach out to stakeholders and engage them in groundwater management issues 
and items, the GSAs will need to share several key messages.  Two separate subbasin Technical 
Advisory Committees (TACs) rely on an Ad-Hoc Communications Committee to ensure these 
messages are reaching the public. The key messages are as follows, in no particular order: 

• Two GSAs in the Turlock Subbasin were formed in order to ensure local control of 
groundwater management, including: decision-making, funding, implementation of the 
GSP and enforcement of the GSP requirements.   

• The GSAs are committed to proactively, and sustainably, managing the groundwater in 
the Subbasin.   

• GSAs will ensure compliance with SGMA to prevent state intervention.  
• The GSAs seek to coordinate efforts in managing their respective portion of the 

Subbasin, to achieve compliance with SGMA.  
• As made known in a formal Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), the GSAs will 

develop a single GSP for the basin as part of SGMA compliance.   
• In the spirit of transparency, the GSAs are committed to proactive outreach and 

engagement with stakeholders and Subbasin community members during the GSP 
planning process and beyond.  

Turlock Subbasin Decision-Making 
The WTS GSA TAC and the ETS GSA shall be the primary decision-making bodies for the Turlock 
Subbasin.  Each of the GSAs has a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  Representatives from these 
make up the Joint Technical Advisory (Joint TAC). This is a meeting/convening of the WTS GSA TAC 
and the ETS GSA TAC.  Turlock Subbasin decisions will be made by the individual GSAs. However, 
staff direction, development of recommendations, and implementation of Turlock Subbasin GSA 
decisions may be advanced through Joint TAC discussions, but must be provided by each individual 
GSA TAC to their respective GSAs for decision. GSAs and their staff representatives will engage with 
Subbasin stakeholders through the strategies outlined in this Plan to help inform the GSAs 
decisions. Please see Appendix I for SGMA Governance Model and example GSA decision-making 
process schematic.  

Summary of Recommended Communication Strategies and Mechanisms 
GSAs representatives and staff will engage with Subbasin stakeholders and will be responsible to 
track the needs of its community. The GSAs will consider stakeholder input gathered from outreach 
efforts. Three sets of strategies are important to consider when planning outreach and 
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engagement activities. These strategies include the following categories; individual strategies can 
be utilized and grouped separately as needed: 

1. SGMA-Required: The law requires GSAs to undertake specific types of outreach and 
engagement activities. 

2. Essential Strategies: Activities proven to successfully engage stakeholders. 
3. Secondary Strategies: Activities that will enhance engagement efforts on an as needed 

basis.  
 

SGMA-Required Strategies 
SGMA strongly encourages broad stakeholder engagement in establishing GSAs and in 
developing and implementing GSPs. According to SGMA: 

• “The groundwater sustainability agency shall encourage the active involvement of 
diverse social, cultural, and economic elements of the population within the 
groundwater basin prior to and during the development and implementation of the 
groundwater sustainability plan.”  [CA Water Code Sec. 10727.8(a)] 

• “The groundwater sustainability agency shall consider the interests of all beneficial uses 
and users of groundwater.” [CA Water Code Sec. 10723.2]  

 
GSAs are given broad discretion in the methods and processes utilized to meet engagement 
requirements. SGMA explicitly authorizes GSAs to form Public Advisory Committees if they 
choose but does not require them to do so. The decision to form an advisory committee is left 
to the GSA(s) based on need and effectiveness of these processes within their communities. 
However, SGMA does have several GSA-specific requirements regarding public notice, public 
hearings, and public meetings.  These include: 
 

A. Local agencies seeking to become a GSA must issue public notice and hold a public 
hearing before doing so. The public notice must be consistent with Section 6066 of the 
Government Code. The hearing must take place in a county overlying the groundwater 
basin of interest. [CA Water Code Section 10723 (b)] 
 
Within 30 days of electing to be (or forming) a GSA, the GSA must inform the State of 
this development and its intent to manage groundwater sustainably. In doing so, the 
GSA must:  

a. Include a list of parties who wish to receive “plan preparation, meeting 
announcements, and availability of draft plans, maps, and other relevant 
documents”; and 

b. Explain how the interested parties’ perspectives will be considered, both during 
the development and operation of the GSA and during development and 
implementation of the GSP. This information must also be sent to the legislative 
bodies of any city and county in the area covered by the plan. 
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Illuminating the term “interested parties,” SGMA requires that GSAs consider the 
interests of “all beneficial uses and users of groundwater,” along with entities expected 
to share responsibilities for implementing GSPs. As a starting point, SGMA specifies a 
number of types of “interested parties”. The GSA must maintain its list of interested 
parties on an ongoing basis. Anyone who wishes to be put on this list can do so upon 
making this request in writing. [CA Water Code Section 10730. (b) (2); 10723.2; 10723.4; 
and 10723.8. (a)] 
 
*The above item (A) has already been complied with for the Turlock Subbasin.  

 
B. GSAs planning to develop a GSP must provide notice of their intent to do so to the 

public and the state before proceeding. The notice must describe opportunities for 
interested parties to participate in the development and implementation of the GSP. 
This written notice must be provided to the legislative bodies of any city or county 
located within the basin to be managed by the GSP. [CA Water Code Section 
10727.8. (a)] 
 

C. A GSA seeking to adopt or amend a GSP must provide notice to cities and counties 
within the area encompassed by the proposed plan or amendment, and consider  
comments provided by the cities and counties. Cities and counties receiving the 
notice may request consultation with the GSA, in which case the GSA must 
accommodate that request within 30 days.  
 
The GSA also must hold a public hearing prior to adopting or amending a GSP. There 
must be at least 90 days between the notice issued to cities and counties and the public 
hearing. [CA Water Code Section 10728.4] 
 

D. If a GSA intends to impose or increase a fee, it must first hold at least one public 
meeting, at which attendees may make oral or written comments. This public notice 
must include information about the time and place of the meeting and a general 
explanation of the topic to be discussed.  
 
Public notice must be posted on the GSA’s website and mailed to any interested party 
who submits a written request for mailed notice of meetings on new or increased fees. 
(The GSA must establish and maintain a list of interested parties, and the list is subject 
to renewal by April 1 of each year.) The public notice must also be consistent with 
Section 6066 of the Government Code. In addition, the GSA must share with the public 
the data upon which the proposed fee is based, and this must be done at least ten days 
before the public meeting takes place. [CA Water Code Section 10730.(b)(1),(2), and (3)] 



 

Turlock Subbasin Communications Plan [LIVING DOCUMENT]  8 

Essential Communication Strategies 
The following strategies are proven successful at engaging Turlock Subbasin stakeholders. The 
GSAs shall incorporate these strategies to ensure that “interested parties” (as defined under 
SGMA) and other Turlock Subbasin stakeholder interests are considered in the development 
and operation of the GSAs and the development and implementation of the GSP.  
 

A. GSA Website(s) and Social Media Accounts 
1. Maintain website www.turlockgroundwater.org with information about 

Subbasin planning efforts related to SGMA efforts, such as joint GSP planning 
activities and meetings, and other information. 

i. Site shall include various resources and materials, as needed and 
determined:  

a. Links to external sites such as Department of Water Resources 
(DWR), State Water Resources Control Board, relevant blogs, etc. 

b. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) and/or white papers 
c. GSA Documents such as Joint Powers Agreement, By-laws, etc. 
d. Meeting calendar 

2. Develop and regularly post pertinent information (e.g. upcoming public meetings 
and workshops, comment deadlines, etc.) to website and social media accounts. 
Social media to include associated FaceBook, Twitter, and YouTube accounts. 

 
B. Develop Regular Email Notices and Updates  

1. Types of notices include:  
i. GSP development and planning updates 

ii. GSP implementation and enforcement updates 
iii. General GSA updates, including without limitation:  

a. GSA Board Meetings 
b. Technical Advisory Committee Meetings 
c. Public Workshops 
d. GSA Annual Reports 
e. Other SGMA related updates  

a. As the work evolves, new items could be added to 
the list of update topics that stakeholders are 
provided, to help highlight their importance (for 
example, an event like an annual forum, or an 
ongoing activity like groundwater monitoring). 

2. Schedule 
i. Notices should be sent bi-monthly, and/or  

ii. As needed.  
3. Content Development 
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i. Match content to the audience and their interests.  
ii. Ensure information is easily understood. For example, notices to 

community members with less SGMA experience should be easily 
understood.  

iii. Updates and messages should be condensed to one page only, 
provide a succinct summary of the issue discussed, and include 
links for further or additional information.  

iv. As applicable, specific items should have an estimated timeline 
and a designated point of contact, including the person’s position, 
email, and telephone.  

4. Staff Responsible 
i. Membership of the Ad-Hoc Communications Committee, along with 

other Subbasin staff and in consultation with others as needed:  
a. Develops the information content.  
b. As needed, communicates with other agencies to develop 

content and messages for joint efforts (for example, on 
joint GSA meetings, or projects). 

5. Dissemination  
i. Listserve delivered via email. 

ii. Information shared via webpage, Facebook and Twitter Accounts. 
iii. Information shared via direct mailers, as deemed appropriate.  

 
C. Provide Notice and Updates in Local Newspaper Periodicals  

1. Format:  
i. Advertisements or Public Notices. 

ii. Op-Ed articles or Earned media: Send information or a media 
release to regional media contacts that may preview the event or 
advertise. Wrap-up or follow-up articles written by staff are 
recommended.  

iii. Letters to the Editor  
2. Types of notices for:  

i. Public workshops 
ii. Special stakeholder meetings (targeted meetings or special topic 

meetings) 
iii. Optional - standing meetings of particular interest 
iv. GSA Board meetings 
v. Technical Advisory Committee Meetings 

vi. Op-Ed Pieces on major issues of interest (see above for email 
updates) 

a. GSP development and planning updates 
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b. GSP implementation and enforcement updates 
c. General GSA updates 
d. Other SGMA-related updates  

a. As the work evolves, new items could be added to 
the list of update topics  

3. Schedule 
i. Advertisements (if applicable): allow 21 to 30 days advance (with 

content approved) 
a. Identify advertisement space 
b. Develop content 

ii. Letters to Editor: allow up to two weeks for preparation of letter and 
posting. Letters to the Editor can be published easily without 
advertisement space.  

iii. Posting: minimum of one week in advance of meetings for 
placement final advertisement. 

4. Content Development 
i. Identify designated point of contact, including the person’s 

position, email, and telephone.  
ii. Match content to the audience and their interests.  

iii. For longer pieces ensure information is easily understood with 
relevant links for additional details.  

5. Staff Responsible 
i. Membership of the Ad-Hoc Communications Committee, along with 

other Subbasin staff, and in consultation with others as needed: 
a. Develops the content and coordinates securing space and 

posting.   
b. As needed, communicate with other agencies to develop 

content and messages for joint efforts (for example, on joint 
GSA meetings, or projects). 

c. As needed, conduct personalized, frequent outreach to 
media contacts up to two weeks in advance of scheduled 
publication. Outreach via direct phone calls and 
personalized emails strongly suggested to ensure 
information is shared.  

6. Dissemination may include: 
i. Modesto Bee 

ii. Turlock Journal 
iii. Weekly, small community periodicals 

 
D. Institute Regular Stakeholder Engagement Opportunities 
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1. Standing Business Meetings 
i. GSA Board meetings 

ii. Technical Advisory Committees (TAC) meetings 
2. Schedule Public Workshops 

i. Biannual and as needed 
ii. Public workshop content 

a. Updates on GSA formation and coordination activities 
b. GSP background (see GSP Topics for details) 
c. Intent to develop GSP and outline of opportunities for interested 

parties to participate in the development and implementation of 
the GSP 

d. Updates on GSP planning and development 
e. Notice of GSA intent to adopt or amend a GSP 
f. Updates on groundwater management activities in the Subbasin 
g. Notice to impose fees 

 
E. Coordinate with Local Special SGMA Identified Groups and Groups Not Easily Engaged 

1. See Targeted Communication Strategies in Appendix II for details on how to 
engage such groups. 

i. Groups include: Disadvantaged Communities (DACs), underrepresented 
communities, Latino communities, and remote private pumpers.  

ii. Recommendation: Develop volunteer coordinator to manage targeted 
audience outreach activities and coordinate activities among outreach 
team. 

 

Secondary, Conditional Communication Strategies 
The following strategies and activities are options for increased stakeholder engagement, or to 
address particularly difficult discussions either due to political factors or limited stakeholder 
knowledge of content.  These are for consideration on an as-needed basis to generate more or 
specialized stakeholder engagement and participation.  

A. Develop and update Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document 
B. Create an inexpensive informational brochure 
C. Develop a strategic media plan, including short informational videos 
D. Actively cultivate relationships and updates with state and local elected officials 
E. Participate in related planning efforts in the local area and region 
F. Create an annual electronic newsletter (annual report) 
G. Engage stakeholders through personal outreach of members of Ad Hoc 

Communications Committee 
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Table of Strategic Communication & Schedule 
The following outlines a list of existing and planned communication milestones the GSAs should 
consider for stakeholder outreach and engagement, identifies a process to coordinate resource 
management and updates, and a structure to assess cost-sharing and in-kind contribution for 
outreach and engagement activity by the GSAs.  

 

Communications Schedule  
To employ the Communication Plan effectively, the GSA will need to develop a schedule for the 
outreach and engagement activities (Figure 1, next page). Figure 1 only includes those 
milestones required under SGMA and identified as essential strategies. Please see Appendix III 
for recommendations for developing and implementing communications strategies, and 
Appendix IV, for comprehensive Work Plan for GSP development, including outreach and 
engagement opportunities.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remainder of this page intentionally left blank. 
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Figure 1: Summary of Engagement Opportunities and Milestones 

Timeframe Milestone or Stage Required Community 
Engagement Under SGMA 

Additional (Essential / Secondary) 
Communication Recommendations Completed 

After GSA formation, 
before GSP 
development  
activities 

After transition of 
outreach responsibilities 
to GSAs 

 § Provide Notice of GSA outreach 
resources: website, email listserv, 
calendar of GSA TAC meetings and 
GSA Board meetings.  

 

§ Ongoing  

After GSA formation 
but before GSP 
planning activities  

Prior to  
beginning GSP 
development 

Provide to the public and state 
notice of intent to begin GSP 
development and description of 
opportunities for interested 
parties to participate in GSP 
development and 
implementation. 

§ Public workshop on general GSP 
development information (e.g. 
required components of a GSP, how 
sustainability indicators are 
developed, etc.) 

§ Email notice and updates 
§ Newspaper notice of Public 

Workshop 
 

§ In progress 

Between Notice of 
GSP Planning and 
October 31, 2021 

During GSP 
Development 

Ensure interested parties have 
an opportunity to engage in GSP 
development 

§ Targeted Audience Communication 
Strategy 

§ In progress 

Between Notice of 
GSP Planning and 
October 31, 2021 

During GSP 
Development 

Public Workshops or Meetings 
providing Stakeholder 
opportunities to participate in 
GSP Development 

Essential 
§ Public workshop or meeting(s) on 

GSP development. See topics for 
GSP development (e.g. basin 
conditions, GSP roadmap, etc.) 

§ Email notice of Public Workshop 
§ Newspaper notice of Public 

Workshop 

Secondary 
§ Meet with editorial boards of 

Turlock Journal or Modesto Bee to 

§ In progress 
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Timeframe Milestone or Stage Required Community 
Engagement Under SGMA 

Additional (Essential / Secondary) 
Communication Recommendations Completed 

explain intent and approach. 
§ Develop handouts 
§ Develop media strategies on topics 

of special interest or concern.  

See above During GSP 
development 

Active involvement of diverse 
social, cultural, and economic 
elements of the population 
within the Subbasin 

Essential 
§ Provide bi-monthly email notices 

and updates 
§ Update website regularly 
§ Convene monthly or bi-monthly 

meetings of Technical Advisory 
Committee, quarterly or more 
frequent meetings of GSA Board, 
and identify opportunities for public 
engagement. Provide clear 
messages that GSA retains legal 
responsibility for final GSA and GSP-
related decisions; and provide 
public comment opportunity at 
each meeting. 

§ Arrange for technical support to 
stakeholder groups through 
presentations or workshops.  

Secondary 
§ Update area legislative bodies at 

strategic mileposts (and any group 
upon request) 
 

§  
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Timeframe Milestone or Stage Required Community 
Engagement Under SGMA 

Additional (Essential / Secondary) 
Communication Recommendations Completed 

GSP adoption no later 
than January 1, 2022 

Prior to GSP adoption or 
amendment  

§ Provide notice to cities and 
counties within area 
encompassed by the 
proposed plan or 
amendment 

§ Consider comments 
provided by the cities and 
counties.  

§ Accommodate requests for 
consultation received from 
the cities and counties 
within 30 days. 

§ See above 

 

§  

GSP adoption no later 
than January 1, 2022 

Prior to GSP adoption or 
amendment 

§ No sooner than 90 days 
following public notice, hold 
public hearing/ public 
Workshop 

§ See above §  

Prior to GSA imposing 
fee or increasing fee 

If GSA intends to impose 
or increase a fee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

§ Provide public with access to 
the data serving as the basis 
for the proposed fee, the 
time and place of 
explanatory public meeting, 
and general explanation of 
topic to be discussed. Post 
on project website and mail 
to any interested party who 
submits written request for 
mailed notice of meetings on 
new or increased fees.  

§ No sooner than 10 days 
following public notice, hold 
public meeting. 

§ See above §  
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Communication Resource Maintenance  
Communication resource materials will need development and periodic updates.  The Resource 
Maintenance Schedule (Figure 2) provides details regarding responsible parties and indicates 
resources shall be updated by GSAs regularly pursuant to the proposed schedule or as needed. 
Likewise, Subbasin GSAs may seek to coordinate certain resources (see Appendix II). 
 
Figure 2: Resources Maintenance Schedule 
 

Resource / Maintenance 
Activity 

Activity 
Priority 

Responsible 
Party for 

Maintenance 

Frequency of 
Update Resource location 

Identify Available 
Resources 

Initial GSAs (specify 
staff as 
available) 

Initial 
assessment 

Variable 

Website Content Tier 1 Ad Hoc 
Communications 
Team 

Monthly and as 
needed 

Turlockgroundwater.org 

Calendar of GSA meetings 
(Board and Technical 
Advisory Committee) 
 

Tier 1 Ad Hoc 
Communications 
Team 

Quarterly and 
as needed 

Website Calendar Page 

Interested Parties List/ 
Listserves 

Tier 1 GSAs and Ad 
Hoc Comms. 
Team 

Quarterly and 
after meetings/  
Public 
Workshops 

Turlock Irrigation 
District Staff 

Resources/Materials (e.g. 
FAQ handouts, Flyers, 
brochures, Presentations) 
 

Tier 2 GSAs and Ad 
Hoc Comms. 
Team 

In advance of 
Public 
Workshops, 
and as needed 

Website Resources 
Page 

Social media accounts 
 

Tier 2 Ad Hoc Comms. 
Team 

In advance of 
Public 
Meetings, and 
as needed 

Twitter 
FaceBook 
YouTube 

Media contacts 
 

Tier 2 GSA (specify 
staff as 
available) 

Bi-annually  

Revised inventory items for 
ongoing communication 
with Targeted audiences 
(e.g. Latino community 
roundtables, farm bureau, 
etc.) 
 

Tier 3 GSA (specify 
staff as 
available) 

As needed  

Stakeholder Engagement 
Tracking Tool/Database 
(see Appendix I) 

Tier 3 Ad Hoc Comms. 
Team 

As needed Turlock Irrigation 
District Staff 
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Appendix I: Governance Model  
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Appendix II: Targeted Communication Strategy 
A. Introduction: The purpose of this strategy is to identify and engage stakeholders that are not 

currently active in SGMA activities or are more difficult to engage.  
B. Goal: The goal is to go to these groups where they regularly meet and ensure they understand 

the SGMA process, how it will or will not impact them, understand how they can engage in 
SGMA activities and feel comfortable engaging in essential and required engagement strategies.   

C. Guiding principle: The GSAs acknowledge that for some groups, community leaders must go to 
their local stakeholders, build trust, and present information in a way that is culturally 
acceptable and understandable.  

D. Process: See table. 
 

Item Task Recommendations Person(s) 
Responsible Next Steps 

1.  Identify stakeholder groups 
to engage. These will be 
people who are designated 
“beneficial users” who are 
not currently involved or 
participating in SGMA or 
GSA related discussions. 

• Latino 
Community 
Roundtables 

• School Districts 
• Private pumpers 

Herb Smart, 
Walt Ward, 
others 

Pull initial 
contact lists 
from TGBA 
Operations 
Committee  

2.  Identify who at the GSAs 
are responsible to develop 
communications with 
different stakeholders 

Identify single staff 
for coordination of 
activities.  
As feasible, identify 
additional 
individuals with pre-
existing 
relationships as 
Point Contact with 
specific groups.  

Herb Smart, 
Kevin 
Kauffman, 
others 

Present at GSA 
meetings 

3.  Identify ongoing meetings, 
or other opportunities to 
coordinate and 
communicate with 
different stakeholders (i.e. 
pre-existing meetings that 
these groups already 
attend) 

Develop a list of 
meetings to attend 
and give 
presentations about 
the GSAs and 
SGMA. For example, 
meetings of the 
Latino Communities 
Roundtable, local 
Farm Bureaus, or 
school boards, etc.  

Ad hoc 
Comms. 
Team 

Develop list 

4.  Identify cadre of staff to 
develop presentation and 
other communication 

Cadre to include:  
1. Technical expert 
2. Communications 

Ad hoc 
Comms. 
Team 

 



 

Turlock Subbasin Communications Plan [LIVING DOCUMENT]  19 

Item Task Recommendations Person(s) 
Responsible Next Steps 

materials. This may include 
development of short 
informational videos. 

expert to identify 
how to adapt 
materials to be 
relevant to 
specific 
audiences.  

 
5.  Update outreach materials 

to correlate with specific 
Groups. For example, 
provide materials that 
groups will understand and 
relate to.  

Use standing 
communication 
materials about 
SGMA and GSAs 
formation, and 
revise/tailor to 
address different 
stakeholder groups’ 
needs/questions. 
Utilize images, work 
with members of 
that community or 
group in developing 
materials and 
assessing issues of 
interest.  

Ad hoc 
Comms. 
Team 

See 
recommendations 
column 

6.  Create list of 
meetings/outreach 
opportunities, and track 
meetings attended and the 
meeting/outreach 
opportunity contact 

Tracking table or list 
should include: 
• Name of group’s 

meeting or event 
(e.g. Farm Bureau 
or school board)  

• Date of meeting 
• Presenters from 

GSA(s) 
• Which 

presentation or 
information 
shared 

• Who was the 
group contact 
that you worked 
with to setup/ 
coordinate the 
presentation or 
outreach 
participation? 

Ad hoc 
Comms. 
Team 

See 
recommendations 
column 
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Item Task Recommendations Person(s) 
Responsible Next Steps 

7.  Confirm schedule for 
regular interaction and 
updates to these groups 

Utilizing Tracking 
Table confirm 
frequency of 
interactions, plan on 
multiple meetings 
with groups 

Ad hoc 
Comms. 
Team 

See 
recommendations 
column 

8.  Identify when groups trust 
the GSAs’ engagement 
process and understand 
issues to participate in 
Public Workshops and 
standard engagement 
strategies.  

The goal is to 
transition these 
groups into the 
public workshops.  
This may take less 
time with some 
groups than others. 
Likewise, due to 
cultural differences 
ongoing targeted 
outreach may be 
required.  
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Stakeholder Contacts

Update email ist

Update mailing lists 
(if applicable)

Consider if other  
"beneficial users" 

should be 
contacted and 

conduct outreach 

Public Meetings

Review public 
meeting schedule 
and update with 

new meeting dates 
and information

Reflect meeting 
updates on GSA 

website

Plan for public 
meeting (see other 

flow chart)

Track attendees at 
each meeting and 
individual contact 

information

Develop 
Communications 

Materials

ID materials to 
produce or update 

(e.g. meeting 
flyers, op-eds, 

PPTs, videos, FAQ 
sheets, handouts, 

etc.)

ID staff to develop 
and/or update 

materials

Update 
communications 

materials to 
correlate with 

specific groups' 
needs

Distribute 
Communications 

Materials

Email to listserve
Hard mail copies 

(as applicable)

Post to webpage
@turlocksubbasin

Facebook Page

Post at community 
centers, etc.          

(as applicable)

Submit to news 
outlets                   

(as applicable)

Turlock Subbasin GSP Outreach & Engagement Process Overview 
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Appendix III: Recommendations for Developing and Implementing 
Communication Strategies  

 
Workshop Logistics Planning Example  

A. Schedule Workshop: with 21-30 days advanced notice; all parties agree on a suitable 
date and time for workshop(s). Consider timing of workshops based on target 
audiences. Alternatively consider hosting identical workshops one in the morning and 
one in the evening to target multiple audiences.   

B. Venue: select the venue with at least 30 days in advance, giving time to complete 
contracts (if not free). Utilize Member agency locations throughout Subbasin. The 
following locations have proven successful: Ceres Community Center and Denair 
Community Center. Other location resources include: 

Venue Location Capacity Point of Contact 

Denair Community 
Center 

3850 N. Gratton 
Road, Denair 

(209)634-4986 

Up to 300 Denair Municipal 
(David O.) 

 

Ceres Community 
Center 

2701 Fourth Street 
Ceres, CA 95307 

(209)538-5629 

Up to 200 Ceres City 
(Recreation 
Department or 
Loretta Webb), 

Cortez Hall 12802 Cortez Ave, 
Turlock, CA 95380 

Up to 75 Dennis Yatsuya 

CC Wright Hall 
(“Turlock War 
Memorial”) 

247 E. Canal Drive 
Turlock, CA 95380 

(209) 883-8300 

*Currently under 
renovation 

 

South 
Modesto/Municipal 
Advisory Council 

   

Various Stanislaus 
County Agricultural 
Meeting Rooms 

3800 Cornucopia 
Way, Modesto, CA 
95358 

*Smaller attendance 
options 

 

 

C. Refreshments (optional): 7-14 days prior to the meeting, determine what food will be 
necessary. Depending on the length of the meeting and timing (i.e. a six-hour workshop 
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from 10am-4pm would require lunch, evening meetings should include snacks or dinner) 
determine if simple refreshments, lunch, or dinner are required. Consider arranging for 
delivery or pick-up prior to the meeting.  

D. Materials: develop materials 7-14 days prior to the meeting. Determine if translation 
services are required.  

E. Translators: may include Spanish or Hmong speakers. Translation may include translation of 
materials and/or in-person translation. If the meeting will require in-person translators, 
identify these persons 30 days in advance.  

Workshop Outreach Strategies Example 
A. Newspaper advertising: with 14-21 days advance notice and clear messaging approved 

by GSA.   
B. Stakeholder Interested Parties list dissemination: GSA and member agencies send 

information to customers via standard outreach protocols (posting in buildings, Board 
meetings, websites, newsletters, customer flyers, etc.)  

C. E-mail notice to existing interested parties list.   
1. Also promote to specific stakeholder groups: 

i. Latino Community Roundtable 
ii. Latino Emergency Council 

iii. Farm Bureau 
D. Social media: Utilize existing or created Facebook or Twitter accounts.  
E. GSA website: Post materials and update homepage with call to action. 

Workshop Follow-up Example 
A. Meeting Summary: within 7-10 business days, develop a meeting summary highlighting 

action items, presentation content, stakeholder questions, and any discussion held. 
Include list of attendees for documentation. 

B. Agency Follow-up:  within 7 business days, contact agency staff to debrief on workshop. 
Identify pros and cons of the meeting, lessons learned, and any improvements to make. 
Discuss roles, responsibilities, and deadlines for action items. Identify and obtain GSA 
approval on key messages for stakeholder follow-up.  

C. Stakeholder Follow-up: at the meeting or within 7 days, distribute a workshop 
evaluation for feedback on communication practices, content, and improvements to 
make. Create a summary of the evaluation responses.  
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30+ Days Prior 3-4 Weeks Prior 2-3 Weeks Prior 1-2 Weeks Prior 7-10 Days Post 
Meeting

Schedule 
Workshop & 

Secure Venue

Post Meeting 
Notice to 

Webpage and 
Email/Mail 
Save-the-

Date to List 
serve

- Start 
Developing 

Meeting 
Materials

- Determine if 
Translation 

Needed
- Newspaper 
Advertising

- Send 
Reminders to 
Stakeholder 
List (email & 
social media)

- Set up 
Refreshments 

and A/V

Post 
Materials to 

Website

Host Public 
Meeting

Follow-up:
- Meeting 
Summary
- Agency 
follow-up

- Stakeholder 
follow-up
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Outreach Transition to Activities Performed by the Communications Committee 
This Communications Plan guides the GSAs in managing stakeholder outreach and engagement.  
The Communications Plan indicates outreach activities will primarily be performed by the 
Communications Committee.  The recommended process is as follows: 

A. Develop a work plan and timeline that includes the following elements:  
1. Inventory current SGMA outreach and engagement activities conducted by the 

GSAs and Member Agencies.  For example:  
i. Calendar of GSA meetings (Board and TAC) 

ii. Scheduled events (Public workshops and targeted audience meetings) 
iii. Website(s) 
iv. Listserves 
v. Social media accounts 

vi. Media contacts 
B. Identify which resources will be housed and maintained by each GSA and/or Member 

Agencies.  
C. Identify which resources will be managed as an in-kind contribution by the GSAs or GSA 

Member Agency.  
1. Identify how shared centralized resources will be managed (e.g., joint website, 

workshop agendas, presentations, handouts, and other).  
i. In-kind contributions 

ii. Cost-share 
iii. Identify a point of contact to manage shared resources (e.g. GSA staff, 

third party consultant paid through, Member Agency). 
2. Confirm process for document control and sign off by GSAs.  

i. Confirm process for sharing updated resources (i.e. once resources are 
updated how they are shared/disseminated).  

D. Identify activities that will be transitioned to GSAs. 
1. Confirm activities that GSA will need to take over and/or its Agencies will 

continue as part of standard business operations.  
E. GSA confirm schedule for transition on resources that are not shared. 

1. Identify when the GSA website will be active. 
2. Confirm updates to Interested Parties List.  
3. Establish email listserv (constant connect or similar). 
4. Confirm GSA staffing for outreach activities (new staff, agreed member in-kind 

contributions, etc.)  
5. Time GSA updates to stakeholders occur before shut-down of existing sites or 

removal of groundwater information (if applicable). 
F. Develop communication (email update, flyer, etc.) to stakeholders of transition.  
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Task Recommendations Entity Responsible 
Identify engagement tools and 
process for stakeholder engagement 
(e.g. websites) 

 Communications 
Committee and GSA 
Member Agencies 

Identify which function will be taken 
over by which GSA (e.g. website 
maintenance) 

 Communications 
Committee and GSA 
Member Agencies 

Identify and confirm GSA timeline 
for taking over the function. For 
example, when will they establish a 
website, and when should 
newsletters go out, etc. 

Inform stakeholders of 
transition (for example, 
posting on website of 
transition and providing links 
to new website. 

Communications 
Committee and GSA 
Member Agencies 

Follow-up with transition for those 
who missed the messages (30-60 
day period) 

 Communications 
Committee and GSA 
Member Agencies 

Identify content for the website  Communications 
Committee and GSA 
Member Agencies 

Contract with web designer/site host  GSA 
Pick a date to make the website 
public 

 GSA  

Identify ways to publicize the 
website 

See essential strategies for 
complementary steps 

Communications 
Committee and GSA 
Member Agencies 

Identify staff to maintain website  GSA 
Develop schedule to post updates, 
refresh website content 

 Communications 
Committee and GSA 
Member Agencies 

Develop distribution lists  Communications 
Committee and GSA 
Member Agencies 

Share the distribution lists  Communications 
Committee and GSA 
Member Agencies 

Identify ways for people to join the 
listserv 

 Communications 
Committee and GSA 
Member Agencies 

Identify who will manage the listserv  GSA 
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Task Recommendations Entity Responsible 
Develop schedule to send 
communications and updates out via 
the listserv 

 Communications 
Committee and GSA 
Member Agencies 

Assess what content goes out via 
listserv, and who will create those 
messages 

 Communications 
Committee and GSA 
Member Agencies 

 
 
Website Design and Management Considerations 

A. Design Recommendations: To prevent confusion and inefficient coordination, the GSAs 
need to determine whether to have a joint website for shared meetings and events and 
Subbasin activities (i.e. GSP development) or to have individual websites with a 
direct/obvious link to the other GSA website regarding specific individual activities. The 
goal is to have a clear way to consistently share/announce joint meetings in a way 
that prevents stakeholder confusion about meetings and GSP planning. 

a. The website www.turlockgroundwater.org is now active and represents both 
GSAs. The website will house GSA, TAC and other public meeting 
announcements, calendars, schedules, formation documents, and 
specific/individual GSA updates, messages and resources. 
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Appendix IV: Work Plan for GSP Development 
 
An overview of Turlock Subbasin activities is provided in the following graphic:  
 
 

 
 
 
Stakeholder Input is demonstrated on the following graphic:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Public meetings will be announced on the Turlock Subbasin website, via social media accounts, 
and print materials as described in Appendices I and II. More detailed meetings schedules are 
provided in the Subbasin Work Plan and public meeting calendar, available at 
https://turlockgroundwater.org/meetings/. The below calendar is a listing of Public Workshops 
and Technical Workshops only through May 2019. Information on GSA, TAC and Adjacent 
Subbasin Coordination meetings are online. 
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Date and 
Time 

Meeting 
Name 

Address Major Topics Point of 
Contact 

April 18, 
2018 
6:00 – 8:00 
pm 

Public 
Workshop 
#1 

Ceres Community 
Center 
2701 4th St, 
Ceres, CA 95307 

• Official “launch” of 
Communications 
Committee 

• Review GSP 
Milestones/Action Plan 

• Provide opportunity for 
GSAs and stakeholders to 
determine level of 
stakeholder engagement 
desired and establish 
feasibility of the timeline 
incorporated in the GSP 
Action Plan 

 

Stephanie 
Lucero, CCP 

June 20, 
2018 
3:00 – 5:00 
pm 

Public 
Workshop 
#2 

Turlock Irrigation 
District, Room 
203  
333 E. Canal Dr. 
Turlock  
 

• Training for targeted 
communication and 
engagement that is 
detailed within the 
current basin-wide 
Communication Plan.  

 

Stephanie 
Lucero, CCP 

August 23, 
2018 
2:00 – 4:00 
pm 

Technical 
Workshop 
#1 

Denair 
Community 
Center 
3850 N. Gratton 
Road, Denair 

• This meeting will update 
the GSAs and the public 
on GSP development 
activities, including Plan 
Area and Basin Setting 

Phyllis 
Stanin, 
TODD 
Engineering 

December 
13, 2018 
2:00 – 4:00 
pm 

Technical 
Workshop 
#2 

Ceres Community 
Center 
2701 4th Street, 
Ceres 

• This meeting will update 
the GSAs and the public 
on GSP development 
activities, including 
hydrogeologic and water 
budget modeling 

Phyllis 
Stanin, 
TODD 
Engineering 

March 12, 
2019 
4:00 – 6:00 
pm 

Public 
Workshop 
#3 

Denair 
Community 
Center 
3850 N. Gratton 
Road, Denair  

• Updates on GSP content 
development, including 
basin setting and 
hydrogeologic modeling 

Meagan 
Wylie, CCP 

 



 
 
 

 
Appendix E-2 

Stakeholder Gap Analysis  



Stakeholder Gap Analysis Memo 

As described in Chapter 3 of the Turlock Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP), an ad 
hoc committee was assembled to develop a Communications Plan for GSP development. This 
plan laid the foundation for outreach and engagement with Turlock Subbasin stakeholders 
(individual stakeholders, organizations, and other interested parties) in groundwater 
management activities that achieve broad, meaningful, and enduring public involvement.   

The Turlock Subbasin’s two Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) began maintaining an 
interested parties list in 2017 during GSP development. Stakeholders in the list were classified by 
their assumed water user type. The list has been updated to include interested parties who have 
requested to be added through various stakeholder engagement forums. Some of these forums 
included meetings held by the GSAs and/or their member agencies, Technical Advisory 
Committee meetings, Community Workshops, Virtual "Office Hours," and other events or 
presentations. Interested public members were also added to the list by signing up via the 
Turlock Groundwater website at turlockgroundwater.org/get-involved. As of December 2021, the 
Interested Parties List had 344 unique subscribers. 

To ensure the GSP considers the interests of beneficial uses and users in the Subbasin, the April 
2019 Communications Plan listed in Appendix E-1 categorized stakeholders by water user type. 
To conduct the Stakeholder Gap Analysis, individuals were organized into the following 
categories: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agricultural organizations and interests 
Agricultural users 

Disadvantaged communities and associated 
organizations 

Domestic well users 
Educational institutions 
Environmental interests 

Federal government 
Groundwater-related consultants 

Legal advocates 
Local governments 

Media 
Industrial user 

Other interested parties 
Private rural domestic well pumpers 

Public natural resource management (including 
resource conservation and flood control districts) 

Surface water users 
Tribal interests 

Water supply providers and their customers 
State Agency 

http://www.turlockgroundwater.org/get-involved


Three hundred seven (307) stakeholders were assigned a primary stakeholder category only and 
thirty-seven (37) stakeholders were assigned both a primary and a secondary category, for a 
combined total of 344 stakeholders. The result of this analysis is the development of a 
stakeholder map which illustrates the assumed or self-identified location of the stakeholders 
within and outside of the region, an analysis of potential gaps, and recommendations for future 
stakeholder engagement in the region. 
 
The pie chart below provides a visual representation of the breakdown of the type of stakeholder 
groups that make up the Interested Parties List. Other Interested Parties were stakeholders that 
did not identify in any of the categories listed above. The three largest stakeholder groups 
represented on this list were Other Interested Parties (83 individuals), Water Supply Providers 
and their Customers, (67 individuals), and Local Governments (41 individuals). The three least 
represented stakeholder groups were the Industrial Users (1 individual), domestic well owners 
and users (2 individuals), and the federal government (4 individuals). 
  

 

Other interested 
parties

24%

Water supply 
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20%

Local governments
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4%
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2%
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flood control 
districts)

2%

Legal advocates
2%

Media
2%

Federal Government
1%

Domestic well 
owners and users

1%
Industrial user

0%TOTAL



 
The map below illustrates an informal and cursory distribution of stakeholders who provided 
mailing addresses within and outside the Subbasin and the stakeholder group types represented 
in the Interested Parties List. The Interested Parties list is the best available documentation of 
stakeholders interested in Turlock Subbasin GSP development; however, the list is not exhaustive 
or perfect and will be modified throughout GSP implementation. The list is not intended to be 
fully representative of the Turlock Subbasin water users. As previously mentioned, there are 344 
individuals on the list who receive updates and information about GSP development and 
implementation. Twenty-six (26) of the individuals on the list provided mailing addresses outside 
of the area and are illustrated on the map key on the bottom-right of the graphic. The individuals 
on the right of the graphic represent individuals that provided contact information, but their 
location is unknown.  
 

 
 
The map illustrates the number of stakeholders divided into categories and placed on the map 
based on the general location of the address provided within the Interested Parties List. Multiple 
stakeholders with addresses outside the Turlock Subbasin boundary were added to the 
Interested Parties List; these stakeholders were not depicted on the map but are an essential 
component of the overall outreach and stakeholder engagement process.  There were also many 
stakeholders that did not provide a mailing address, zip code, or phone number to decipher 
where they were located and their location is unknown.  
 



The analysis demonstrates that the mailing addresses of most stakeholders are located within or 
in the proximity of urban areas within the Turlock Subbasin. Most stakeholder mailing addresses 
are in disadvantaged, severely disadvantaged, and economically distressed areas. Upon 
overlaying the map above and the Active Public Supply Wells map on Figure 2-10 of the GSP 
(Section 2.3.2.3), it was determined that most stakeholders' mailing addresses were primarily 
situated within proximity of Active Public Supply Wells (Figure 2-10 of the GSP) and Dry Wells, as 
identified by Stanislaus County, Dry Wells Program (Figure 2-12 of the GSP). 
 
According to Chapter 2 Plan Area of the GSP, as of 2015 approximately 70 percent of the 
Subbasin is defined as irrigated agriculture (about 245,000 acres). About 13 percent of the basin 
is classified as urban (approximately 44,000 acres), including the cities and urban communities of 
Turlock, Hilmar, Delhi, Keyes, Hughson, Denair, Hickman, South Modesto and Ceres. The 
remaining 17 percent of the Subbasin (about 59,000 acres) consists of non-irrigated agriculture, 
undeveloped land, and surface water. Most of the undeveloped land is in the eastern portion of 
the Turlock Subbasin. As determined through data analysis and illustrated on the map, 
stakeholders on the Interested Parties List have mailing addresses in the West Turlock Subbasin 
GSA. This is predominantly because the majority of the population in the Subbasin lies within 
West Turlock Subbasin GSA’s jurisdiction, including at least some owners of irrigated properties in 
the East Turlock Subbasin GSA. However, it also appears that residents in the East Turlock 
Subbasin GSA may not have responded as much to invitations during public meetings and on the 
Turlock Groundwater website to sign up for the Interested Parties List.   
 
RECOMMENDED NEXT STEPS 
 
Further outreach should be conducted in Riverdale Park, Rouse, and Hickman communities which 
are currently underrepresented on the Interested Parties List. Although these communities were 
part of the stakeholder engagement process, members from these communities are not 
subscribed to the Interested Parties List. An emphasis should be made to engage industrial users 
and domestic well owners and users. Combined these three groups make up six stakeholders or 
two percent of the entire list. 

As stated in Chapter 3 Notice and Communications of the GSP, a 2019 American Community 
Survey indicates that an estimated 8,051 (4.6 percent) of Stanislaus County households and 9,758 
(12.2 percent) of Merced County households are limited English speaking households who speak 
primarily Spanish in their homes (GSP Section 3.5). The Turlock Subbasin GSAs will continue to 
provide translated and easy to read collateral material about GSP implementation and will 
continue to offer GSP workshops and meetings in Spanish when possible. 

The Domestic Well Mitigation Program discussed in the GSP (Section 8.4.3) will include an 
education and outreach program developed in a public and transparent manner. The Domestic 
Well Mitigation Program will include workshops targeted at domestic well owners and users. In 
addition, a domestic well registration program will be assessed and considered during GSP 
implementation.  



A series of additional stakeholder surveys, community workshops, and targeted social media 
advertising may also help to increase the number of participants from these areas. Community 
meetings and targeted advertising would allow the GSA to identify additional interested parties 
and illustrate the GSA’s commitment to capturing feedback within all communities of the 
Subbasin.  These additional recommendations are consistent with and fall under the ongoing 
outreach implementation component of the GSP (GSP Section 9.1.3).  

The East Turlock Subbasin GSA will need to continue and increase its specific efforts to encourage 
and acquire new stakeholders within its GSA boundary. The ETS GSA has developed outreach 
materials regarding the GSP, including a Frequently Asked Questions Sheet and a Technical Fact 
Sheet and has been using these materials to reach out to constituents in Eastside Water District, 
Ballico-Cortez Water District and Stanislaus and Merced Counties to make them aware of GSP 
efforts, findings and management strategies, and to encourage participation in the development 
of the management action frameworks needed to achieve sustainable groundwater 
management. Additional public workshops are planned for this purpose in early 2022 in 
Stanislaus County, Merced County, and in conjunction with Eastside Water District, Ballico-Cortez 
Water District and Merced Irrigation District. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Appendix E-3 
NAHC response regarding Sacred Lands File  



 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA         Gavin Newsom, Governor 

 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 

 
 

Page 1 of 1 
 

August 31, 2021  
 
Herb S. Smart        
Turlock Irrigation District           
         
 
Via Email to:  hssmart@TID.org 
 
Re: East and West Turlock Sub-basin Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Stanislaus and 
Merced Counties 
         
          
Dear Mr. Smart:                                              
  
A record search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) 
was completed for the information you have submitted for the above referenced project.  The 
results were negative. However, the absence of specific site information in the SLF does not 
indicate the absence of cultural resources in any project area. Other sources of cultural 
resources should also be contacted for information regarding known and recorded sites.   
 
Attached is a list of Native American tribes who may also have knowledge of cultural resources 
in the project area.  This list should provide a starting place in locating areas of potential 
adverse impact within the proposed project area.  I suggest you contact all of those indicated; 
if they cannot supply information, they might recommend others with specific knowledge.  By 
contacting all those listed, your organization will be better able to respond to claims of failure to 
consult with the appropriate tribe. If a response has not been received within two weeks of 
notification, the Commission requests that you follow-up with a telephone call or email to 
ensure that the project information has been received.   
 
If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from tribes, please notify 
me.  With your assistance, we can assure that our lists contain current information.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at my email address: 
Katy.Sanchez@nahc.ca.gov.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Katy Sanchez 
Associate Environmental Planner 
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Native American Heritage Commission
Native American Contacts List 

August 30, 2021

Gloria Grimes, Chairperson
P.O. Box 899
West Point 95255

(209) 419-5675

Mi-Wuk
MiwokCA,

Calaverasband.MiwukIndians@gmail.com

Calaveras Band of Mi-Wuk Indians

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Stanislaus County  

14807 Avenida Central
La Grange 95329
(209) 931-4567 Office

Miwok
CA,

(209) 931-4333 Fax

California Valley Miwok Tribe

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Stanislaus County  

AKA Sheep Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of Ca
P.O. Box 395
West Point 95255

(209) 293-4179 Office

Miwok
CA,

l.ewilson@yahoo.com

California Valley Miwok Tribe

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Stanislaus County  

Lloyd Mathiesen, Chairperson
P.O. Box 1159
Jamestown 95327

(209) 984-9066

Miwok - Me-wuk
CA,

lmathiesen@crtribal.com

(209) 984-9269

Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Stanislaus County  

Monica Arellano, Vice Chairwoman
20885 Redwood Road, Suite 232
Castro Valley 94546

(408) 205-9714

Ohlone / Costanoan
CA,

marellano@muwekma.org

Muwekma Ohlone Indian Tribe of the SF Bay Area

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Cosme A. Valdez, Chairperson
P.O. Box 580986
Elk Grove 95758-001

7
(916) 429-8047 Voice/Fax

Miwok
CA,

valdezcome@comcast.net

(916) 396-1173 Cell

Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribe

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Stanislaus County  

Katherine Erolinda Perez, Chairperson
P.O. Box 717
Linden 95236

(209) 887-3415

Ohlone/Costanoan
Northern Valley Yokuts
Bay Miwok

CA,
canutes@verizon.net

North Valley Yokuts Tribe

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Stanislaus County  

William Leonard, Chairperson
P.O. Box 186
Mariposa 95338
(209) 628-8603 Office

Miwok
Pauite
Northern Valley Yokut

CA,

Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Stanislaus County  

Quirina Luna Geary, Chairperson
P.O. Box 8053
San Jose 95155

(707) 295-4011

Ohlone/Costanoan
CA,

qgeary@tamien.org

Tamien Nation

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Stanislaus County  

Johnathan Wasaka Costilla, THPO
P.O. Box 866
Clearlake Oaks 95423

(925) 336-5359

Ohlone/Costanoan
CA,

thpo@tamien.org

Tamien Nation

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.
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Corrina Gould, Chairperson
10926 Edes Avenue
Oakland 94603

(510) 575-8408

Ohlone/Costanoan
CA,

cvltribe@gmail.com

The Confederated Villages of Lisjan

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Stanislaus County  

Neil Peyron, Chairperson
P.O. Box 589
Porterville 93258

(559) 781-4271

Yokuts
CA,

neil.peyron@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov

(559) 781-4610 Fax

Tule River Indian Tribe

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Stanislaus County  

Andrea Reich, Chairperson
P.O. Box 699
Tuolumne 95379

(209) 928-5300 Office

Me-Wuk - Miwok
CA,

andrea@mewuk.com

(209) 928-1677 Fax

Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Stanislaus County  

Jesus G. Tarango Jr., Chairperson
9728 Kent Street
Elk Grove 95624

(916) 683-6000 Office

Miwok
CA,

jtarango@wiltonrancheria-nsn.gov

(916) 683-6015 Fax

Wilton Rancheria

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Stanislaus County  

Steven Hutchason, THPO
9728 Kent Street
Elk Grove 95624

(916) 683-6000 Ext. 2006

Miwok
CA,

shutchason@wiltonrancheria-nsn.gov

(916) 683-6015 Fax

Wilton Rancheria

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Kenneth Woodrow, Chairperson
1179 Rock Haven Ct.       
Salinas 93906

(831) 443-9702

Foothill Yokuts
Mono
Wuksache

CA,
kwood8934@aol.com

Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Stanislaus County  
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Valentin Lopez, Chairperson
P.O. Box 5272
Galt 95632

(916) 743-5833

Ohlone/Costanoan
North Valley YokutsCA,

vlopez@amahmutsun.org

Amah Mutsun Tribal Band

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Merced County  

Lloyd Mathiesen, Chairperson
P.O. Box 1159
Jamestown 95327

(209) 984-9066

Miwok - Me-wuk
CA,

lmathiesen@crtribal.com

(209) 984-9269

Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Merced County  

Robert Ledger Sr., Chairperson
2191 West Pico Ave.
Fresno 93705

(559) 540-6346

Dumna/Foothill Yokuts
MonoCA,

ledgerrobert@ymail.com

Dumna Wo-Wah Tribal Goverment

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Merced County  

Monica Arellano, Vice Chairwoman
20885 Redwood Road, Suite 232
Castro Valley 94546

(408) 205-9714

Ohlone / Costanoan
CA,

marellano@muwekma.org

Muwekma Ohlone Indian Tribe of the SF Bay Area

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Merced County  

Cosme A. Valdez, Chairperson
P.O. Box 580986
Elk Grove 95758-001

7
(916) 429-8047 Voice/Fax

Miwok
CA,

valdezcome@comcast.net

(916) 396-1173 Cell

Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribe

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Elaine Bethel Fink, Chairperson
P.O .Box 929
North Fork 93643

(559) 877-5531

Mono
CA,

efink@nfr-nsn.gov

(559) 877-2467 Fax

North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Merced County  

Katherine Erolinda Perez, Chairperson
P.O. Box 717
Linden 95236

(209) 887-3415

Ohlone/Costanoan
Northern Valley Yokuts
Bay Miwok

CA,
canutes@verizon.net

North Valley Yokuts Tribe

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Merced County  

Claudia Gonzales, Chairwoman
P.O. Box 2226
Oakhurst 93644

(559) 412-5590

Chukchansi / Yokut
CA,

cgonzales@chukchansitribe.net

Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Merced County  

Leo Sisco, Chairperson
P.O. Box 8
Lemoore 93245
(559) 924-1278

Tache
Tachi
Yokut

CA,

(559) 924-3583 Fax

Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Merced County  

William Leonard, Chairperson
P.O. Box 186
Mariposa 95338
(209) 628-8603 Office

Miwok
Pauite
Northern Valley Yokut

CA,

Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.
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Neil Peyron, Chairperson
P.O. Box 589
Porterville 93258

(559) 781-4271

Yokuts
CA,

neil.peyron@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov

(559) 781-4610 Fax

Tule River Indian Tribe
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Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.
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Andrea Reich, Chairperson
P.O. Box 699
Tuolumne 95379
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(209) 928-1677 Fax

Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians

This list is current as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it 
was produced.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health
and Safety Code,Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code, or Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans Tribes for the proposed: East and West Turlock Subbasin
Ground Water Sustainability Agencies, Merced County  
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Appendix E-4 
Tribal Contact Report  



EMAIL COMMUNICATION 19

A list of nineteen email addresses was compiled 
from the contact information provided by the 
Native American Heritage Commission of Tribes 
in Merced and Stanislaus Counties, to be used as 

the first point of contact.

TRIBES 22
There are nineteen tribes whose comments are 
important for the Turlock Groundwater 
Sustainability plan. Several of the mentioned 
tribes were repeated contacts that they were 
removed from the list provided by Native 
American Heritage Commission of Tribes in 

Merced and Stanislaus Counties.

PHONE CALLS 71

During the past three weeks, seventy-one 
phone calls have been made. In some instances, 
communication has been established with a 
person directly. Other times, a voicemail 
message was left with contact information and 

reason for the call. 

CONTACTS 22

The list of contact persons was expanded 
during the calls. In most cases, the second point 
of contact needs to be copied in the 
communications. The list mentioned includes 
the chairperson/chairwoman, vice chairwoman, 
Environmental Protection Agency Director, and 

Tribal Historic Preservation Officers (THPO). 

CONFIRMED
CORRESPONDENCE

TENTATIVE

4

2

The contact information provided, by the Native 
American Heritage Commission of Tribes in 
Merced and Stanislaus Counties, was confirmed 

for correspondence for four tribes.

One of the contacts, Leeland McGee, does not 
wish to be informed of the plan until it has been 
completed. Chairperson, Valentin Lopez, does 
not wish to be informed unless the plan comes 
within the boundaries of his territory. He 
requested additional information and was 
provided the web link to Turlock Groundwater 
page, https://turlockgroundwater.org/, to see if 

he is interested.

Prepared by

October, 2021

TRIBAL 
CONTACT 
REPORT

The first source of contact was 
via email to the addresses from 
the list of Tribes in Merced and 
Stanislaus Counties, as provided 
by the Native American Heritage 
Commission. Routine phone 
calls were established to provide 
the Tribes with information on 
the Turlock Groundwater 

Sustainability Plan.



 
 
 
 

Appendix E-5 
Tribal Contact Call Log  















 
 
 
 

Appendix E-6 
Template Letter to review the GSP  



Subject: Invitation to Review the Turlock Groundwater Sustainability Plan 
 
Dear [Name of Tribal Contact], 
  
This letter is to let you and the [Name of Tribe] know that the Groundwater Sustainability Agencies 
(GSAs) of the East and West Turlock Groundwater Subbasins are preparing a Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan (GSP).  
 
The plan is required by Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 (SGMA). SGMA requires 
public agencies with water supply, water management, and/or land use responsibilities within a 
groundwater basin to sustainably manage and regulate their groundwater. These agencies have worked 
together to form the East and West Turlock GSAs and are working to develop a coordinated plan to 
locally manage groundwater according to SGMA. 
  
The draft GSP is being released chapter by chapter. Several are already available for download and 
comment. The GSAs are also hosting a series public meetings to review the plan contents and answer 
questions. The link below will take you to a website that explains what SGMA is, where the East and 
West Turlock Groundwater Subbasins are, and the local agencies that are involved in the planning: 
https://turlockgroundwater.org/. The website will also include links to download the chapters of the GSP 
and a calendar of upcoming public meetings to discuss the plan.  
  
I would be happy to arrange a briefing for the Tribe.  
  
I would also be happy to get you or one of your designees signed up on the regular mailing list for routine 
emails and notices for meetings, etc.  Just let me know the contact information with email and I will make 
sure that person is added. 
  
Please let me know if you have any questions or need assistance with any part of the planning process. 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fturlockgroundwater.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMarisa.Perez-Reyes%40stantec.com%7C0a9cdd78c58f43fdce2308d97750c9aa%7C413c6f2c219a469297d3f2b4d80281e7%7C0%7C0%7C637672011157665922%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=z8xuPkLJqiReoNnxG9dRnBJfCjG78cSidQL6VOheEt4%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 
 

Appendix E-7 
List of Meetings Spreadsheet  



Turlock Subbasin GSP Development Public Engagement Efforts
Links to meeting materials for respective meetings can be found on online at turlockgroundwater.org

DATE EVENT DESCRIPTION LOCATION TIME TOPICS

12/18/16 Milestone WTS GSA Formerly Established via Joint Powers Agreement n/a n/a
01/09/17 Milestone turlockgroundwater.org Website operational n/a n/a

02/02/17 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM

Staff updates, public comment, election of officers, GSA staffing, technical advisory 
committee, amend Exhibit E of the JPA forming the WTS GSA, budget, bylaws, public 
hearing regarding GSA election, coordination with ETS GSA, comments from the 
Board

03/02/17 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM

Consent calendar, staff updates, public comment, public hearing (presentation and 
public comment on WTS GSA proposed election to be a GSA), action items 
(approving the WTS GSA's election to be a GSA, establishment of technical advisory 
committee and appointment of TAC members, legal counsel, report on a "roadmap" 
to meet SGMA deadlines, comments from the Board

03/02/17 Milestone Formal Submission of WTS GSA Status to DWR n/a n/a
03/14/17 Milestone Subbasin Twitter account operational n/a n/a
03/14/17 Milestone Subbasin Facebook page operational n/a n/a

03/30/17 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Denair Community Center 10:00 AM
Staff updates, public comment, public hearing ‐ GSA formation, GSA staffing, 
technical advisory committee, bylaws, comments from the board

03/31/17 Milestone ETS GSA Formerly Established via Joint Powers Agreement n/a n/a
03/31/17 Milestone Formal Submission of ETS GSA Status to DWR n/a n/a

04/27/17 Meeting WTS TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM

Brown Act review, TAC meeting calendar and committee structure, update on GSA 
formation, conflict of interest code, by‐laws for WTS GSA, ethics policy, coordination 
MOU with ETS, roadmap project/GSP development, public outreach efforts, next 
meeting agenda

04/27/17 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Treasury report, GSA staffing, conflict of interest code update, TAC, public comment, 
comments from the board, minutes from previous meeting

05/15/17 Meeting WTS TAC Special Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 9:00 AM
Presentation by CCP and coordination for developing agreements, next meeting 
agenda

05/25/17 Meeting WTS TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM
Roadmap project, public outreach efforts, coordination MOU  with ETS, WTS GSA 
website development, ethics policy, draft PSP for GSPs and projects, TAC email 
group, next meeting date

05/31/17 Workshop
Subbasin Workshop 
(Hosted By the Turlock Groundwater Basin Association

Denair
10:00 AM & 
6:00 PM

Turlock Subbasin GSA formation update, Stakeholder engagement and stakeholder 
preferences

06/01/17 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM

Staff updates, action items (adoption of bylaws, conflict of interest code, ethics 
policy, adoption of meeting dates, clarifying TAC members' representation and roles 
in TGBA meetings, draft PSP for GSPs and projects),  reports (Turlock Groundwater 
Subbasin Management public workshops, presentation by Todd Groundwater), 
comments from the Board

06/22/17 Meeting WTS TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM GSA Board follow‐up items

06/29/17 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 3:00 PM
Administrative matters, GSA staffing, report on GSP roadmap progress, TGBA public 
outreach and workshops, clarifying TAC members' representation and roles in TGBA 
meetings, comments from the public and the Board

1



DATE EVENT DESCRIPTION LOCATION TIME TOPICS

07/27/17 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM
Roadmap wrap‐up / draft work plan, cost share discussion / grant matching funds, 
PSP application kick‐off, future agenda, approval of previous meeting minutes, 
public participation

07/27/17 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
administrative matters, report on GSP roadmap process, legal counsel report, TAC 
report, previous meeting minutes, comments from the public and Board

08/24/17 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM
MOA, WTS GSA conflicts of interest code ‐ designated positions, WTS GSA budget, 
GSP, facilitation support services (FSS) application, Don Pedro relicensing comments, 
future meeting agenda, approval of previous meeting minutes, public participation

09/07/17 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM

Staff updates (TAC activities), Consent calendar, authorizing letters of support or 
opposition on matters related to groundwater sustainability, application for DWR 
facilitation support services, authorization of ad hoc subcommittee, application for 
Proposition 1 Grant Fund, comments from the Board

09/28/17 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM

Brown Act discussion regarding email communication, budget update, Ad‐Hoc 
Committee / MOA / MOU update, Roadmap document and discussion, GSP, FSS 
application, communication committee & domain name, CASGEM program, 
approval of last meeting minutes, public participation

09/28/17 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 4:00 PM
Administrative matters, legal counsel report, TAC report, minutes from previous 
meeting, comments from Board and public

10/26/17 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM
Budget, communications ad hoc committee, letters of support, groundwater 
regulation compliance, RFP to retain a consultant to prepare a GSP, SGMA related 
updates, approval of previous meeting minutes, public participation

11/16/17 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM

MOA, GSP funding, GSP invoice payment process, notice to DWR, Proposal review 
and presentation process (Ad Hoc vs. Closed Session), proposal review grading 
process, GSA liability insurance, GSP ad hoc committee, letters of support, SGMA‐
related updates, budget, approval of minutes for previous meeting, public 
participation

12/04/17 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM Groundwater regulation compliance workshop, public participation

12/07/17 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM
Review of proposal for the preparation of a GSP for the East and West Turlock 
Subbasins, public participation

12/14/17 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM
GSP consultant proposal update, consultant contract for GSP, MOA with the ETS 
GSA, adoption of revised budget, intent to develop GSP notice to DWR, reports, 
comments from the board

12/14/17 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Amend the ETS GSA Joint Powers Authority agreement and 2017‐2018 budget, legal 
counsel report, TAC report, other business, comments from Board and public

12/18/17 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Turlock City Hall 2:00 PM

Interview with Todd Groundwater concerning their proposal for preparation of a 
GSP for the Turlock Subbasin, recommendation on proposal from Todd 
Groundwater to prepare a GSP for the subbasin, SGMA related updates, approval of 
minutes from last three joint TAC meetings, public participation

01/01/18 Milestone GSP Development Commences n/a n/a

01/11/18 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM GSP consultant contract, consolidation of legal counsel, comments from the Board
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01/25/18 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, legal counsel report, TAC report, other business, minutes 
from previous meeting, comments from Board and public

01/25/18 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM
FERC comment letter, GSP, audit services, SGMA‐related updates, budget, approval 
of previous meeting minutes, public participation

02/22/18 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM

Dr. Horatio Ferriz presentation on Groundwater Modeling, Todd Groundwater 
liaison, Turlock subbasin GSP, Public outreach update, audit services, Stevinson WD 
withdrawal and financial obligations, SGMA‐related updates, budget, approval of 
minutes, public participation

03/01/18 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM

Sustainable groundwater planning grant funding recommendation status, current 
and pending public outreach efforts, budget update, interbasin coordination update, 
joint TAC update, engagement letter with auditor ‐ KSJG, Stevinson Water District 
withdrawal from JPA, video recording of WTS GSA board meetings, ad‐hoc 
communications committee, presentation by DWR, comments from the board

03/22/18 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, inter‐basin coordination efforts, legal counsel report, TAC 
report, other business, minutes from previous meetings, comments from Board and 
public

03/22/18 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM

Turlock Groundwater Basin GSA workshop, GSP planning process, SGMA decision 
making process, inter‐basin coordination meeting between the Turlock Subbasin and
Merced Subbasin, LCJA letter of support, SGMA related updates, approval of 
minutes, budget, public participation

04/18/18 Workshop Community Workshop 1: The GSP Process Ceres Community Center 6:00 PM Turlock Groundwater Governance; GSP Development Process; GSP Poster Session

04/18/18 Meeting WTS GSA Special Meeting Ceres Community Center 6:00 PM See "Community Workshop 1: The GSP Process"

04/18/18 Meeting ETS GSA Special Meeting Ceres Community Center 6:00 PM See "Community Workshop 1: The GSP Process"

04/18/18 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Ceres Community Center 6:00 PM See "Community Workshop 1: The GSP Process"

04/23/18 Meeting Coordination Meeting ‐ Merced Subbasin Turlock Irrigation District 8:00 AM

Interbasin goals and objectives, GSP timelines/schedules, historical conditions of 
stream aquifer along the subbasin boundaries, current and future conditions of 
interbasin, groundwater dependent ecosystems, modeling needs to support 
interbasin coordination, data needs for further analysis, communication and 
outreach

04/26/18 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, public workshop update, legal counsel report, TAC report, 
minutes from previous meeting, comments from Board and public

04/26/18 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM

Facilitation support services assistance update, CEQA comment letters from WTS 
and ETS GSA TACs, FY 2018‐19 budget discussion, GSA status update, Merced 
subbasin coordination, SGMA related updates, approval of past meeting minutes, 
public participation

05/24/18 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, legal counsel report, Stanislaus County groundwater 
ordinance ‐ look back provision, TAC report, minutes from previous meeting, 
comments from Board and public
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05/24/18 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM

CEQA comment letters from WTS and ETS GSA TACs, amendment to JPA to reflect 
the basin boundary modifications by DWR and reassigning associate member 
obligations to member agencies, FY 2018‐19 budget discussion, USGS monitoring 
wells and coordination with Merced county, GSP status update, SGMA related 
updates, approval of previous meeting minutes, public participation

06/07/18 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM

New appointments to the Board, sustainable groundwater planning grant award, 
current and pending public outreach efforts, budget update, interbasin coordination 
update, joint TAC update, appointment of a Vice Chair, updates to JPA Exhibit D, 
adoption of the 2018‐2019 budget, policy for commenting on CEQA documents or 
other processes, drug‐free workplace policy, DWR grant award contract, Todd 
Groundwater consultant agreement, review of the GSP project schedule

06/07/18 Milestone WTS begins video recording meetings n/a n/a

06/19/18 Meeting Coordination Meeting ‐ Merced Subbasin Turlock Irrigation District 1:30 PM
Status of GSP process, summary of C2VSim model, statement of cooperation or 
other coordination agreement, key data sets along the subbasin boundary, 
education and outreach

06/20/18 Workshop Community Workshop 2: Targeted Stakeholders Turlock Irrigation District 3:00 PM
Upcoming Subbasin and Adjacent Subbasin Activities; Stakeholder Outreach and 
Engagement Strategies

06/28/18 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, GSP administrative action, legal counsel report, TAC report, 
previous meeting minutes, comments from Board and public 

06/28/18 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM
Statement of cooperation agreement between Turlock and Merced GSAs, GSP status 
update, SGMA related updates, budget, approval of minutes, public participation 

07/12/18 Meeting Coordination Meeting ‐ Delta‐Mendota Subbasin
Patterson City Council 
Chambers

1:00 PM
interbasin coordination goals and objectives, GSP timelines/schedules, technical 
coordination ‐ SJR boundary, groundwater dependent ecosystems, data needs for 
further analysis, communication and outreach

07/26/18 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM

Administrative matters, GSP proposed well monitoring program action, consider 
joining other adjacent subbasin GSAs in letter to SWRCB against implementation of 
Bay‐Delta plan final Substitute Environmental Document, legal counsel report, TAC 
report, previous meeting minutes, comment from the Board and public

07/26/18 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM
SWRCB's Bay‐Delta Substitute Environmental Document (SED), SGMA related 
updates, budget, approval of minutes, public participation

07/26/18 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 4:00 PM
Comment letter related to State Water Resources Control Board's Bay‐Delta Plan 
Phase 1 Substitute Environmental Document (SED), public participation

08/23/18 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, GSP proposed well monitoring program action, legal counsel 
report, TAC report, comment from  Board and public

08/23/18 Meeting Joint TAC meeting Denair Community Center 2:00 PM
Technical Workshop No. 1 (see below), budget, SGMA related updates, approval of 
minutes, public participation

08/23/18 Workshop Technical Workshop No. 1 Denair Community Center 2:00 PM Turlock Subbasin Basin Setting: Plan Area, HCM and groundwater conditions

09/06/18 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM
Staff updates, adoption of meeting dates for 2019, DWR grant award agreement, 
comments from the Board
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09/27/18 Meeting Joint TAC meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM

Groundwater recharge assessment tool discussion, GSP administrative draft review, 
subbasin outreach tools, proposed change to statement of cooperation between 
Turlock and Merced Subbasin GSAs, November joint TAC meeting, DWR general 
grant application for technical support services, SGMA related updates, budget, 
approval of minutes, public participation

10/11/18 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, GSP proposed well monitoring program action, legal counsel 
report, TAC report, comment from  Board and public

10/25/18 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM

DWR general application for Technical support services, MOI between Turlock and 
Merced subbasin GSAs, nutrient management requirements, GRAT, subbasin 
outreach tools follow‐up discussion, SGMA related updates, budget, approval of 
minutes, public participation

12/13/18 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Ceres Community Center 2:00 PM

MOI between Turlock and Merced Subbasin GSAs, DWR general application for 
technical support services, subbasin outreach tools, SGMA related updates, GSP 
technical workshop No. 2 (see below), budget, approval of minutes, public 
participation

12/13/18 Workshop Technical Workshop No. 2 Ceres Community Center 2:45 PM
Turlock Subbasin Hydrogeologic Model and Basin Setting; Next Steps for 
Sustainability Indicators and Undesirable Results

12/13/18 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM
Staff updates, MOI with the Merced Subbasin GSAs, update on the Turlock Subbasin 
GSP

01/24/19 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, GSA funds account, MOI between Merced and Turlock 
subbasin GSAs, GSP well monitoring program, legal counsel report, TAC report, 
comments from Board and public

01/24/19 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM

Cash flow requirements for GSP / Todd Groundwater, subbasin logo package, DWR 
general application for technical support services, GSP and 2019 schedule update, 
recording of TAC meetings and public workshops, election of TAC officers, nutrient 
management requirements ‐ CV salts, SGMA related updates, budget, approval of 
minutes, public participation

02/07/19 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM
Staff updates, election of officers, appointment of TAC officers, revising the 2018‐
2019 budget for GSP operating requirements

02/28/19 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, GSP well monitoring program, legal counsel report, TAC 
report, comment from Board and public

03/12/19 Workshop Community Workshop 3: GSP Basin Setting Denair Community Center 4:00 PM
SGMA Recap; Turlock Subbasin Hydrogeologic Model and Basin Setting; Next Steps 
for GSP Content Development; Update on Adjacent Basin Activities; Outreach

03/28/19 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, GSP well monitoring program, legal counsel report, TAC 
report, comment from Board and public

03/28/19 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM
Subbasin logo, CV salts Turlock management zone pilot study steering committee 
update, SGMA related updates, budget, approval of minutes, public participation

04/25/19 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM
FY 19‐20 budget adoption for the WTS GSA, CV salts Turlock management zone pilot 
study steering committee, SGMA related updates, budget, approval of minutes, 
public participation 

05/02/19 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM
Staff updates, adoption of the 2019‐20 budget, Turlock subbasin logo, comments 
from the Board. 

05/23/19 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, GSP well monitoring program, legal counsel report, TAC 
report, comment from Board and public

05/23/19 Workshop Technical Workshop No. 3 Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM Water Budget Modeling + Water Budget Analysis
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06/27/19 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM
FY 19‐20 budget analysis, SGMA grant application, Technical Support Services grant 
application for monitoring wells

07/11/19 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, GSP well monitoring program, legal counsel report, TAC 
report, comment from Board and public

07/18/19 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM
Staff updates (TAC activities), draft Proposal Solicitation Package for GSP planning 
Grant

07/25/19 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM
Budget, Sustainable Groundwater Management Planning Grant Application Update, 
SGMA‐related updates

08/22/19 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, GSP well monitoring program, legal counsel report, TAC 
report, comment from Board and public

08/22/19 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM
Budget, Groundwater Leadership Institute, Communications and Collateral Update, 
Round 3 SGMA grant application, Stanislaus and Tuolumne River groundwater basin 
association GSA letter of support

09/26/19 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM

Administrative matters, GSP well monitoring program, legal counsel report, Round 3 
DWR sustainable groundwater planning grant program, Eastside Water District 
request to support Water smart Grant Application to BOR, TAC report, comment 
from Board and public

09/26/19 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM Budget, Round 3 Grant application update and discussion, SMGA‐related updates

09/26/19 Meeting WTS GSA Special Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM
Staff updates, Application for Round 3 SGMA grant, Revised budget, Groundwater 
Leadership Institute

10/24/19 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, GSP well monitoring program, legal counsel report, Round 3 
DWR sustainable groundwater planning grant program, TAC report, comments from 
Board and public.

10/24/19 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM

Budget, Delta Mendota GSP letter of support, Merced GSP letter of support, 
Stanislaus Regional Water Authority IRWM letter of support, Round 3 grant 
application update, TAC meeting schedule, WTS GSA Board Secretary, SGMA‐related 
updates

11/07/19 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM
Staff updates, Adoption of Meeting Dates for 2020, Appointment of Board Secretary,
Letter of Support, Comments from Board and public

12/12/19 Workshop Technical Workshop No. 4 Ceres Community Center 2:00 PM Model Calibration and Water Budgets

12/19/19 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, GSP well monitoring program, legal counsel report, Round 3 
DWR Grant Program, TAC Report, Comments from Board and public

01/23/20 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM

Administrative matters, GSP updates, Legal Counsel Report, Proposition 218 and 
member contributions, Set landowner workshop for Spring to develop project list for
GSP, TAC report, Review of Government Code Section 1090 re: potential conflict of 
interests issues, comments from Board and public

01/23/20 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 2:00 PM
Budget, Funding GSA administrative and GSP development costs, Timeline and 
process for GSP review and adoption, SGMA‐related updates

02/06/20 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Turlock Irrigation District 6:00 PM Staff updates, Update on GSP, comments from the Board and public

02/15/20 Milestone turlockgroundwater.org Website redesign complete
Redesigned website launched included comprehensive branding with logo, calendar, 
resources page, accompanying social media handles, and similar
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02/27/20 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Cortez Hall 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, Oral presentation from Todd Groundwater, GSP updates, 
Legal Counsel Report, Prop 218 and Member contributions, TAC report, comments 
from Board and public

02/27/20 Workshop Technical Workshop No. 5 Denair Community Center 2:00 PM Sustainable Management Criteria

03/17/20 Milestone Executive Order N‐29‐20 Effective n/a n/a
Allows local and state legislative bodies to hold meetings via teleconference and to 
make meetings accessible electronically due to Covid‐19 Pandemic

03/26/20 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Budget, Budget Amendment for Prop 68 Grant, Draft Sustainability Goal, 
Undesirable Results for Lowering of Groundwater Levels and Reduction of 
Groundwater Storage

04/23/20 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, GSP updates, Legal Counsel Report, Prop 218 and Member 
Contributions, TAC report

04/23/20 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Budget, Budget Recommendation for Prop 68 Grant Cash Flow, Prop 68 Grant 
Requirements, GSP Schedule and Release of Draft Chapters, Consideration of 
Seawater Intrusion Sustainability Indicator, CVSALTS, SGMA‐related Updates

05/20/20 Meeting Adjacent Subbasin Coordination Teleconference 9:00 AM
Status of GSPs for Turlock and Modesto, Summary of C2VSIM model along 
Tuolumne River Boundary, Status and Update of Draft Groundwater Budgets, Future 
cooperation between the two subbasins, additional coordination items

05/28/20 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, GSP updates, Legal Counsel Report, TAC Report, Comments 
from Board and Public

05/28/20 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Budget, Prop 68 Grant Update ‐ Round 3, Sustainable Management Criteria, 
Consideration of Seawater Intrusion Sustainability Indicator, June + July Special GSA 
TAC meetings, SGMA‐related Updates

05/28/20 Meeting WTS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 5:00 PM
Adoption of 2020‐2021 Budget, Competitive Bidding and Procurement Policy, 
Approval of contracting to Develop a Groundwater Recharge Assessment Tool, 
Comments from the Board and Public

06/11/20 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Consideration of the Seawater Intrusion Sustainability Indicator, Sustainable 
Management Criteria

06/25/20 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, Prop 218 Update, GSP Updates, Legal Counsel Report, TAC 
Report, Comments from Board and public

06/25/20 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Budget, Prop 68 Grant Update, Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (GDE), 
Sustainable Management Criteria, SGMA Related Updates

07/08/20 Workshop Community Workshop 4: Water Budget & Groundwater ModelTeleconference
11:00 AM & 
5:00 PM

Water Budget and Groundwater Model

07/09/20 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Summary of July 8 Community Workshop, Projected Water Budgets, Sustainable 
Management Criteria

07/23/20 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, Prop 218 Update, GSP Updates, Legal Counsel Report, TAC 
Report, Comments from Board and public

07/23/20 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Budget, Prop 68 Grant Programmatic EIR Project Approach, Undesirable Results and 
Land Subsidence Memos, Monitoring Networks, August + September Special GSA 
TAC meetings, SGMA Related Updates

08/13/20 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Final Historical Water Budgets, Update on Projected Water Budgets and Sustainable 
Yield Analysis

08/13/20 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Teleconference 5:00 PM
Staff updates, TAC Interim Leadership, Todd Groundwater Agreement Amendment, 
Comments from the Board
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DATE EVENT DESCRIPTION LOCATION TIME TOPICS

08/27/20 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, Presentation from Todd Groundwater, Prop 218 Update, 
Legal Counsel Report, TAC Report

08/27/20 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM Budget, Update on GSP Budget and Schedule, SGMA‐related Updates

09/10/20 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Round 3 Grant Update, Adverse impacts to wells and Potential for Undesirable 
Results, SGMA‐related Updates

09/16/20 Workshop Community Workshop 5: Sustainability Teleconference
11:00 AM & 
5:30 PM

Groundwater Sustainability, Prop 218 Update, Stakeholder Survey, Next Steps

09/18/20 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Groundwater Recharge Assessment Tool (GRAT), GRAT Demonstration, Turlock 
GRAT, Schedule and Timeline

09/24/20 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, GSP updates, Legal Counsel Report, TAC Report, Comments 
from Board and Public

09/24/20 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM

Budget, CA Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM), GRAT Ad‐hoc 
Committee, Continued Discussion of Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Criteria, Preliminary List of Management Actions, SGMA and other Water Related 
Updates

10/22/20 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, Prop 218 Update, GSP Updates, Legal Counsel Report, TAC 
Report, Comments from Board and public

10/22/20 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Budget, November + December GSA TAC Meetings ‐ Holiday Schedules, Merced 
Subbasin GSP, Status of Projected Water Budget Analysis and Preliminary List of 
Project and Management Actions, SGMA‐Related Updates

11/05/20 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem ‐ Evaluation Update, SGMA Related Updates

11/05/20 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Teleconference 5:00 PM
Staff updates, GRAT Agreements, GDE Analysis, Adoption of Regular Meeting Dates 
for 2021

11/10/20 Meeting ETS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 1:00 PM
Prop 218 Process, Discuss parcel evaluation, review and discuss financial data and 
analysis, public relations and rate study

11/13/20 Lunch Hour Groundwater Lunch Hour Conversation Teleconference 12:30 PM Open and casual "virtual office hour" with GSA members and Public

11/19/20 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM Budget, Baseline for Future Projected Water Budget, SGMA Related Updates

12/09/20 Meeting ETS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 5:30 PM
Prop 218 Workshop ‐ Proposed Per Acre Fee, Administrative Matters, GSP Updates, 
Legal Counsel Report, TAC Report, Comments from Board and Public

12/17/20 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Budget, Nutrient Management Zone & CVSALTS update, Baseline Scenario, SGMA‐
related Updates

12/18/20 Lunch Hour Groundwater Lunch Hour Conversation Teleconference 12:30 PM Open and casual "virtual office hour" with GSA members and Public

01/14/21 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Budget, GSP development: SMCs and depletion of interconnected surface water, 
SGMA related updates

01/28/21 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM

Administrative matters, Prop 218 update, Action to authorize the Board Chairman to 
sign the nondisclosure agreement for GRAT data, GSP updates, Legal Counsel 
Report, TAC Report, Action to search for General Manager for ETS GSA JPA + 
Eastside Water District, Comments for Board and Public

01/28/21 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Budget, Statement of Economic Interests Form 700, Stakeholder Survey Update, 
SMC ‐ Proposed Framework for Chronic Lowering of Water Levels, SGMA Related 
Updates

01/29/21 Lunch Hour Groundwater Lunch Hour Conversation Teleconference 12:30 PM Open and casual "virtual office hour" with GSA members and Public
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02/04/21 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Teleconference 5:00 PM
Staff updates, Election of Board Officers, Appointment of TAC Officers, Forms 700s, 
License Agreement for GRAT, GSP update: Baseline Modeling Scenario, Well Access 
Agreement, Comments from Board and Public

02/11/21 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Budget, Ad Hoc Committee, Monitoring Well Network, Project Schedule, SGMA 
Related Updates

02/26/21 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, Prop 218 update, Groundwater Monitoring Program 
Updates, GSP updates: Projects and GRAT tool, Legal Counsel Report, TAC Report, 
Comments from Board and Public

03/04/21 Meeting WTS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 5:00 PM
Closed session: Conference with Legal Counsel, Report out of closed session, 
Comments from Board and Public

03/11/21 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
FSS Funding in order to seek available state outreach funding, SMC: Land 
Subsidence, SGMA related Updates

03/11/21 Meeting ETS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 3:30 PM
Discussion of Comments Pertaining to the Basin Setting Section of the Draft GSP, 
Discussion of GSP SMC

03/18/21 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
SMC: Minimum Thresholds and Monitoring Strategies for Land Subsidence 
Sustainability Indicator, Project Schedule, SGMA related updates

03/23/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 1:30 PM
Discuss Basin Setting Section of Draft GSP, Discuss GSP Sustainable Management 
Criteria

03/25/21 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, Prop 218 update, Groundwater Monitoring Program 
Updates, GSP updates, Legal Counsel Report, TAC Report, Comments from Board 
and Public, Closed Session: Conference with Legal Counsel ‐ Anticipated Litigation

03/25/21 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM Budget, Climate Change Scenario, SGMA related updates
03/26/21 Lunch Hour Groundwater Lunch Hour Conversation Teleconference 12:30 PM Open and casual "virtual office hour" with GSA members and Public

04/01/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 3:00 PM
Prop 218 Process Budget and Per‐Acre Fee Discussion, Actions Recommended to the 
JPA Board of Directors, Continued Discussion of ETSGSA TAC Comments of GSP 
Chapters and other related matters

04/08/21 Meeting ETS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM Prop 218 Recommendations to the ETS GSA Board

04/08/21 Meeting WTS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 5:00 PM
Staff updates, Application for DWR Facilitation Support Services, Motion to Adjourn 
Closed Session, Report out of Closed Session, Comments from Board and Public

04/15/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 1:00 PM
Closed session: Conference with Legal Counsel ‐ Potential Litigation, Comments from 
Public

04/22/21 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, Prop 218 Update, Groundwater Monitoring Program 
Updates, GSP Updates, Legal Counsel Report, TAC Report, Comments from Board, 
Closed Session: Legal Counsel

04/22/21 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Budget, Decision on Minimum Thresholds for Surface Water Interaction and Chronic 
Lowering of Water Levels, SGMA related updates

04/29/21 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM Budget Recommendation, Public Review Process, SGMA related Updates
04/30/21 Lunch Hour Groundwater Lunch Hour Conversation Teleconference 12:30 PM Open and casual "virtual office hour" with GSA members and Public

05/10/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 11:00 AM
Continuation of Discussion and Possible Action of ETS GSA TAC Comments on GSP 
Chapters 1, 2, and 4 and other related matters

05/13/21 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Undesirable Results: Reduction of Groundwater In Storage, Sustainable Yield 
Modeling, Projects and Management Actions, SGMA related updates

05/13/21 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Teleconference 5:00 PM Staff updates, Adoption of the 2021‐22 Budget, Comments from Board and Public

05/24/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 4:30 PM Groundwater Model Use, Turlock Lake Leakage Study
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05/27/21 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, Prop 218 Update, Merced County Groundwater Mining and 
Export Ordinance, Groundwater Monitoring Program Updates, GSP Updates, Legal 
Counsel Report, TAC Report, Comments for Board and Public

05/27/21 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Budget, Undesirable Results and Minimum Thresholds ‐ Water Quality, Approach for 
Monitoring Network, Projects and Management Actions, SGMA related Updates

06/03/21 Meeting WTS GSA Meeting Teleconference 5:00 PM
Staff updates, Groundwater Well Permitting Proposed Changes, Approval of 
Easement Template and Authorization to Execute Easements for Well Monitoring, 
Comments from Board and Public

06/10/21 Meeting ETS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM Landowner Public Hearing Prop 218, Administrative Matters

06/10/21 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM

Undesirable Results & Minimum Thresholds: Interconnected Surface Water; Water 
Quality, Measurable Objectives: Chronic Lowering of Groundwater Levels, Change of 
Groundwater in Storage, Interconnected Surface Water Interaction and Land 
Subsidence, SGMA Related Updates

06/24/21 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting
Cortez Hall + 
Teleconference

10:00 AM Prop 218 Update, Prop 68 Funded Wells

06/24/21 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Budget, SMC: Water Quality, Schedule, Project and Management Actions, SGMA 
related updates

07/01/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM Well Monitoring Network, Project Management Actions

07/08/21 Meeting ETS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Closed Session Conference with Legal Counsel ‐ Potential Litigation, Other GSP 
Matters

07/08/21 Meeting Joint WTS and ETS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 5:00 PM
WTS GSA Election of Officers, Turlock Subbasin Monitoring Well Installations ‐ Phase 
1, GSP Review of Chapters 1, 2, and 4, Comments from Board and Public

07/22/21 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting
Cortez Hall + 
Teleconference

10:00 AM Administrative matters, Legal Counsel report, comments from the Board

07/22/21 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 4:00 PM GSP Draft Plan Ch. 6: SMCs, Other GSP Matters
07/29/21 Presentation Regional Flood Management Plan Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM Update presentation on GSP Planning for the Turlock Subbasin
08/10/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 4:00 PM GSP Draft Chapter 6 review and action, other GSP matters

08/12/21 Meeting ETS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM
Landowner Public Hearing Prop 218, Counting of Prop 18 Protest Votes, Adoption of 
Resolution 2021‐01, Administrative Fee Exemption Policy

08/12/21 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM SMC Chapter, Revised Draft Sustainablity Goal, SGMA Related Updates

08/19/21 Meeting ETS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 11:00 AM
Closed session: Conference with Legal Counsel ‐ Potential Litigation, Comments from 
Public

08/23/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 11:00 AM Elect New ETS GSA TAC Chairperson, GSP Management Actions, Other GSP Matters

08/26/21 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM
Administrative matters, Groundwater Monitoring Program Updates, GSP Updates, 
Legal Counsel Report, Comment from Board and Public, Closed Session: Conference 
with Legal Counsel

08/26/21 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM Budget, Projects and Management Actions, SGMA Related Updates

08/30/21 Meeting Joint WTS and ETS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 5:00 PM
Encroachment Permit for Monitoring Wells, GSP Chapter 5 Review ‐ Water Budgets, 
Comments from Board and Public, Closed Session: WTS GSA

08/31/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 1:00 PM GSP Chapter Review, Other GSP Matters, Public Comment

09/02/21 Lunch Hour Groundwater Lunch Hour Conversation Teleconference 12:00 PM
Open and casual "virtual office hour" with GSA members and Public: Introduce GSP 
Chapters 1, 2, 4

09/13/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 11:00 AM
GSP Chater Review, Letter of Support for TID Ceres Regulating Reservoir Project, 
Other GSP Matters, Public Comment
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09/16/21 Lunch Hour Groundwater Lunch Hour Conversation Teleconference 12:00 PM
Open and casual "virtual office hour" with GSA members and Public: Overview of 
GSP Ch 5: Water Budgets

09/16/21 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Project Modeling Scenario Results, Management Actions and Implementation 
Actions, SGMA Related Updates, Public Comment

09/23/21 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM

Budget Update, Ad Hoc Committee on PEIR, Demand Management Modeling 
Results, Management Actions and Implementation Actions, Sustainable 
Management Criteria, Interim Milestones and Monitoring Network, SGMA Related 
Updates, Public Comment

09/27/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 11:00 AM GSP Chapter Review, GSP Budget, Other GSP Matters, Public Comment

09/30/21 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting Teleconference 10:00 AM
Administrative Matters, Turlock Subbasin Proposed Water Accounting Framework, 
Groundwater Monitoring Program Updates, GSP Updates, Legal Counsel Report, 
Comments from the Board, Closed Session with Legal Counsel

10/04/21 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 3:00 PM
Recogniztion of Continued Local Emergency re: COVID‐19, Demand Management 
Modeling Results, SGMA Related Updates, Public Comment

10/11/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Meeting Teleconference 11:00 AM GSP Chapter Review, Other GSP Matters, Public Comment

10/19/21 Meeting Joint WTS and ETS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 5:00 PM
Recogniztion of Continued Local Emergency re: COVID‐19, GSP Chapters 6 and 7 
Review and Authorization for Release to Public, Comments from the Boards, Closed 
Session with Legal Counsel, Public Comment

10/25/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Meeting Teleconference 11:00 AM GSP Chapter Review, Other GSP Matters, Public Comment

10/28/21 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting
Cortez Hall + 
Teleconference

10:00 AM
Administrative Matters, Turlock Subbasin Proposed Water Accounting Framework, 
Groundwater Monitoring Program Updates, GSP Updates, Legal Counsel Report, 
Comments from the Board, Closed Session with Legal Counsel

10/28/21 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Budget Update, Projects, Mangement Actions, and Implementation Actions, SGMA 
Related Updates, Public Comment

10/28/21 Office Hours Groundwater Office Hours Workshop Teleconference 6:00 PM
Open and casual "virtual office hour" with GSA members and Public: Overview of 
GSP Chs 6 and 7 SMCs and Monitoring Network

11/04/21 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
GSP Plan Manager, Projects, Management Actions and Implementation Actions, 
SGMA Related Updates, Public Comment

11/08/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Meeting Teleconference 11:00 AM GSP Chapter Review, Other GSP Matters, Public Comment
11/15/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 9:00 AM Budget Overview, Annual Report Budget Update, Public Comment

11/15/21 Meeting Joint WTS and ETS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 5:00 PM

Staff updates, Consent Calendar ‐ WTS GSA, Consent Calendar ‐ ETS GSA, First 
Amendement to MOU between GSAs, GSP Chapter 8 Projects and Management 
Actions, GSP Chapter 9 Implementation and Support Activities, GSP Chapter 3 
Communication and Outreach, Public Hearing Date to Consider Adoption of GSP, 
Comments from Boards and Public

11/18/21 Office Hours Groundwater Office Hours Workshop Teleconference 12:00 PM
Open and casual "virtual office hour" with GSA members and Public: Overview of 
GSP Chs 8 and 9

11/18/21 Meeting Joint TAC Special Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Programmatic Environmental Impact Report, Annual Report, SGMA Related 
Updates, Public Comment

11/22/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Meeting Teleconference 11:00 AM
GSP Chater Review, Other GSP Matters, Closed Session with Legal Counsel, Public 
Comment

12/01/21 Meeting Delhi Community Meeting
Sarah Clegg Conference 
Room, 16091 Locust Street, 
Delhi

6:00 PM
Welcome, What is a GSP?, What the GSP means for you and your community, 
facilitated Q&A sesssion, ways to stay informed
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12/02/21 Meeting ETS GSA Meeting
Cortez Hall + 
Teleconference

10:00 AM

River Monitoring Wells Project, Turlock Subbasin Proposed Water Accounting 
Framework, Groundwater Monitoring Program Updates, Landowner Request for 
Change of Parcel Designation from Irrigated Land to Non‐Irrigated Land, GSP 
Updates, Legal Counsel Report, Comments from Board and Public

12/06/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Meeting Teleconference 11:00 AM
GSP Chapter Review, GSP Matters, Closed Session with Legal Counsel, Public 
Comment

12/09/21 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM
Implementation and Support Activities, Accounting Mechanism for Water Supplies 
Within the Subbasin, Administrative and Technical Edits, Response to Comments 
Process, SGMA Related Updates, Public Comment

12/15/21 Meeting Joint WTS and ETS GSA Special Meeting Teleconference 5:00 PM

Staff updates, Consent Calendar ‐ WTS GSA, Consent Calendar ‐ ETS GSA, 
Implementation and Support Activities, Accounting Mechanism for Water Supplies 
Within the Subbasin, Response to Comments Process, Comments from Boards and 
Public

12/20/21 Meeting ETS GSA TAC Meeting Teleconference 11:00 AM GSP Chapter Review, Other GSP Matters, Public Comment
01/04/22 Meeting Joint TAC Meeting Teleconference 2:00 PM Administrative and Technical Edits to GSP, Responses to Comments

01/06/22 Meeting
Joint WTS and ETS GSA Special Meeting 
*GSP Public Hearing

Teleconference 5:00 PM GSP Public Hearing and GSP Adoption
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Appendix E-8 
Summary of Delhi Community Meeting of Dec. 1, 2021  



Turlock Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan 
Delhi Community Meeting 

MEETING SUMMARY 

 1 

Wednesday December 1, 2021, 6:00 – 7:30 PM 
Sarah Clegg Room 

Delhi Unified School District Building 
16091 Locust Street, Delhi, CA 

 

Meeting Goals: 
• Share information about the Draft Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) with the community of 

Delhi and provide pathways for them to stay informed about adoption and implementation. 
o Clarify what the GSP pertains to and what it does not. 

• Hear from the community about their concerns. 
• Answer community questions. 

 
Meeting Summary: 
 

1. Welcome, Introductions, Setting Expectations 
 
The Sarah Clegg Room of the Delhi Unified School District building was opened at 5:30. Members of the 
public were invited to sign in, create a name tag, pick up printed materials, select a headset for 
simultaneous Spanish translation, and take refreshments.  
 
The meeting started at 6:15. Aracely Gonzalez of the Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability 
welcomed the members of the public and thanked them for coming. Marisa Perez-Reyes of Stantec 
shared a brief overview of the meeting goals and invited the GSA representatives, members of the public, 
and the supporting staff to make self-introductions. 
 

2. What is a Groundwater Sustainability Plan? 
 
Herb Smart, Turlock Irrigation District, shared a verbal presentation on the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act, the formation of the Ground Water Sustainability Agencies (GSAs), and the 
development of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP). 
 

3. Audience Check-In 
 
Marisa solicited questions about Herb’s presentation from the audience and invited participants to share 
their expectations for the meeting, or questions they would like to hear addressed. 
 
Blanca Lozano shared that she and Hayde Sanchez are on the Delhi Municipal Advisory Council (MAC). 
Blanca shared that rural areas rely on their own domestic wells and expressed her belief that they should 
connect to the Delhi County Water District, so that they will not lack for access to water if their wells run 
dry or if they lose their homes. She shared that when she visits domestic well users and shares her 
perspective on connecting to the Water District, people ask why they should pay for the water service 
connection when they already have water. Blanca noted that this perspective does not consider the 
future. Blanca also shared her belief that domestic water users should use less water, particularly on lawn 
maintenance. She shared that many residents have told her that they are charged too much for their 
water use. 
 
Leandro Maldonado shared that the Water District has sent letters to domestic well owners, offering to 
build connections to provide services. Aracely added that she and Blanca have canvassed the community 
and many people have received misinformation, leading them to believe that connecting to the Water 
District will cause their water rates to increase. She noted that many rural residents also buy drinking 
water because they don’t trust their individual wells. The issue seems to be the misinformation that is 
impacting them financially, and they can’t even use their groundwater.  
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To Aracely’s point, Leandro shared that the Department of Water Resources (DWR) is paying for the 
connections and that the average bill for households is $40/month (about $500 per year). 
 
Aracely asked the GSAs what they will do to monitor agricultural wells, through GSP implementation. She 
cited concerns related to the growing dairy and almond industry nearby. Lacey McBride replied that her 
presentation will speak to that question. 
 
Lorena Alvarez asked a clarifying question about SGMA’s purpose. 
 
Hayde Sanchez shared an anecdote about the poor quality of tap water further south in the valley (it 
appears black when it comes out and smells bad) and expressed concern for the quality of water at 
schools. She asked whether individual homes could be outfitted with machine filtration.  
 
A participant noted that they believed there should be different regulations and/or management actions 
for domestic users and agricultural users. 
 

4. What the GSP Means for You and Your Community 
 
Lacey McBride, Merced County, gave a presentation on the contents of the GSP, focusing on Sustainable 
Management Criteria (SMC), Measurable Objectives, Monitoring Networks, and Projects and 
Management Actions, particularly the Domestic Well Mitigation Program. 
 
During the presentation, one of the participants asked whether drawing a well drawing sand was an 
indicator that it was going dry; Lacey replied that it is an indicator that the pump is near the bottom of the 
well. 
 
Aracely asked whether there is a well monitor near the dairy farms. Lacey replied with information about 
the distribution of the monitoring network and how well monitors pick up information about adjacent 
pumpers.  
 
Aracely asked the GSA if they could monitor for additional drinking water contaminants. Lacey clarified 
that the GSA is monitoring additional contaminants and if they reach a level of concern, they will be 
added to the SMC for degraded water quality. 
 
Aracely asked for details on how the GSA determines whether an undesirable result has been triggered 
(i.e., how many wells go dry before they take action?) The GSA representatives shared that their goal is 
not to manage to the minimum, even though SGMA will allow that. The GSAs acknowledge that it is very 
hard to increase the groundwater level once it drops, so they want to avoid managing to the minimum. 
 
Leandro Maldonado shared information about the Delhi County Water District. 
 
Parry Klassen shared information about the Valley Water Collaborative and the resources available to 
rural domestic well users from his organization, including but not limited to interim emergency water, long 
term drinking water solutions and water quality testing for multiple drinking water contaminants. 
 

5. Facilitated Question and Answer Session 
 
One participant shared concerns about how there was supposed to be new housing built, but the limited 
water resources is driving unaffordability. The participant asked if the region wanted more houses or 
enough water. 
 
Aracely shared her concern over the apparent necessity of the steadily increasing the strength of 
fertilizer, which leads to contaminated wells. 
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Blanca voiced that her community wants Delhi to grow. Aracely asked whether the GSAs can require land 
be repurposed from agriculture to housing? Lacey replied that they can change land use if water use will 
be reduced as a result of that repurposing. Herb mentioned the state Department of Conservation’s $50 
million Multibenefit Land Repurposing program that will to allow landowners to voluntarily put previously 
irrigated agricultural lands to work in new ways and ease the transition to sustainable groundwater 
management and water scarcity overall. Herb contrasted the difference between this program and 
temporary land fallowing programs that could be implemented in the Turlock Subbasin through the GSP. 
 

6. Closing Thoughts, Adjourn 
 
The participants shared that the Delhi community uses two Facebook pages, “We Are Delhi” and “Delhi 
Strong,” and the GSAs should distribute information about the GSP there. 
 
The GSA representatives thanked the community members for attending and provided follow-up 
information for how to stay connected. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 

 
Printed Materials Available at the Meeting: 

• Meeting Agenda [English and Spanish available] 
• “What the GSP Means for You and Your Community” presentation slides 
• Informational slides from Parry Klassen’s presentation of the Valley Water Collaborative 
• 2020 Delhi Consumer Confidence Report (Delhi County Water District) 
• Letter to Property Owners Regarding Potential Connection to Water District (Delhi County Water 

District) [English and Spanish available] 
• Dry Well Resources Flyer (Turlock Groundwater) [English and Spanish available] 
• Bill Insert (Turlock Groundwater) [English and Spanish available] 
• GSP Fact Sheet (Turlock Groundwater [English and Spanish available] 
• https://turlockgroundwater.org/resources 

Participants: 

Members of the Public Representatives of the GSAs Supporting Staff 

Joe Castilla Herb Smart, Turlock Irrigation 
District 

Parry Klassen, Valley Water 
Collaborative 

Lorena Alvarez Lacey McBride, Merced County Leandro Maldonado, Delhi 
County Water District 

Blanca Lozano Debbie Montalbano, Turlock 
Irrigation District 

Aracely Gonzalez, Leadership 
Counsel for Justice and 
Accountability 

Hayde Sanchez  Marisa Perez-Reyes, Stantec 

  Fernando Lopez, Lingustica 
Interpreting and Translation 

 

https://turlockgroundwater.org/resources
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
Account # Order Number Identification Order PO Amount Cols Depth

82023 192118 Print Legal Ad - IPL0054035 $197.58 1 48 L

Jesse SchwendAttention:

Formation Environmental
9741 Fairwood Street
Littleton, CO 80125

Declaration of Publication
2015.5 C.C.P.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  )
                                                )  ss.
County of Merced           )

I am a citizen of the United States; I am over the age of
eighteen years, and not a party to or interested in the
above entitled matter.  I am the principal clerk of the
printer of the Merced Sun Star, a newspaper of general
circulation, printed and published in the city of Merced,
County of Merced, and which newspaper has been
adjudged a newspaper of general circulation by the
Superior Court of the County of Merced, State of
California, under the date of July 14, 1964 Case Number
33224 that the notice, of which the annexed is a printed
copy, has been published in each regular and entire
issue of said newspaper and not in any supplement
thereof on the following dates, to wit:

No. of Insertions: 2

Beginning Issue of: 12/23/2021

Ending Issue of: 12/30/2021

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct and that this declaration
was executed at Dallas, Texas on:

Date: 29th, day of December, 2021

Notary Public in and for the state of Texas, residing in
Dallas County

Extra charge for lost or duplicate affidavits.
Legal document please do not destroy!



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
Account # Order Number Identification Order PO Amount Cols Depth

82023 192122 Print Legal Ad - IPL0054036 $425.06 1 48 L

Jesse SchwendAttention:

Formation Environmental
9741 Fairwood Street
Littleton, CO 80125

Declaration of Publication
C.C.P. S2015.5

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  )
                                                )  ss.
County of Stanislaus      )

I am a citizen of the United States; I am over the age of
eighteen years, and not a party to or interested in the
above entitled matter.  I am the principal clerk of the
printer of the Modesto Bee, a newspaper of general
circulation, printed and published in the city of
Modesto, County of Stanislaus, and which newspaper
has been adjudged a newspaper of general circulation
by the Superior Court of the County of Stanislaus, State
of California, under the date of February 25, 1951 Action
No. 46453 that the notice, of which the annexed is a
printed copy, has been published in each regular and
entire issue of said newspaper and not in any
supplement thereof on the following dates, to wit:

No. of Insertions: 2

Beginning Issue of: 12/23/2021

Ending Issue of: 12/30/2021

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct and that this declaration
was executed at Dallas, Texas on:

Date: 29th, day of December, 2021

Notary Public in and for the state of Texas, residing in
Dallas County

Extra charge for lost or duplicate affidavits.
Legal document please do not destroy!



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
Account # Order Number Identification Order PO Amount Cols Depth

16803 186288 Print Legal Ad - IPL0052612 Attn: Jennifer M. Land $204.42 1 50 L

Jennifer M. LandAttention:

TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT
PO BOX 949
TURLOCK, CA 95381

Declaration of Publication
2015.5 C.C.P.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  )
                                                )  ss.
County of Merced           )

I am a citizen of the United States; I am over the age of
eighteen years, and not a party to or interested in the
above entitled matter.  I am the principal clerk of the
printer of the Merced Sun Star, a newspaper of general
circulation, printed and published in the city of Merced,
County of Merced, and which newspaper has been
adjudged a newspaper of general circulation by the
Superior Court of the County of Merced, State of
California, under the date of July 14, 1964 Case Number
33224 that the notice, of which the annexed is a printed
copy, has been published in each regular and entire
issue of said newspaper and not in any supplement
thereof on the following dates, to wit:

No. of Insertions: 2

Beginning Issue of: 12/22/2021

Ending Issue of: 12/29/2021

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct and that this declaration
was executed at Dallas, Texas on:

Date: 29th, day of December, 2021

Notary Public in and for the state of Texas, residing in
Dallas County

Extra charge for lost or duplicate affidavits.
Legal document please do not destroy!



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
Account # Order Number Identification Order PO Amount Cols Depth

16803 187774 Print Legal Ad - IPL0052666 ATTN: Jennifer M. Land $442.72 1 50 L

Jennifer M. LandAttention:

TURLOCK IRRIGATION DISTRICT
PO BOX 949
TURLOCK, CA 95381

Declaration of Publication
C.C.P. S2015.5

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  )
                                                )  ss.
County of Stanislaus      )

I am a citizen of the United States; I am over the age of
eighteen years, and not a party to or interested in the
above entitled matter.  I am the principal clerk of the
printer of the Modesto Bee, a newspaper of general
circulation, printed and published in the city of
Modesto, County of Stanislaus, and which newspaper
has been adjudged a newspaper of general circulation
by the Superior Court of the County of Stanislaus, State
of California, under the date of February 25, 1951 Action
No. 46453 that the notice, of which the annexed is a
printed copy, has been published in each regular and
entire issue of said newspaper and not in any
supplement thereof on the following dates, to wit:

No. of Insertions: 2

Beginning Issue of: 12/22/2021

Ending Issue of: 12/29/2021

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct and that this declaration
was executed at Dallas, Texas on:

Date: 29th, day of December, 2021

Notary Public in and for the state of Texas, residing in
Dallas County

Extra charge for lost or duplicate affidavits.
Legal document please do not destroy!
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Email Distribution Report | through Jan. 6, 2022
Email Subject Line Send Date

Total 
Recipients

Successful 
Deliveries

Unique 
Opens

Open 
Rate

Total 
Opens

Unique 
Clicks

Click Rate
Total 
Clicks

Notice | Jan. 24 TAC Meeting 1/22/2019 11:02 228 221 88 39.82% 276 41 18.55% 70
Notice | Feb. 7 West Turlock Subbasin GSA Meeting 2/2/2019 10:58 227 221 94 42.53% 236 47 21.27% 727
Notice | Feb. 28 TAC Meeting 2/22/2019 16:24 233 229 87 37.99% 172 39 17.03% 84
Notice | Feb. 28 East Turlock Subbasin GSA Meeting 2/26/2019 11:29 233 229 89 38.86% 153 40 17.47% 66
Join us March 12 for GSP Community Workshop No. 3 in Denair 3/1/2019 10:57 235 231 90 38.96% 206 22 9.52% 34
Agenda for next week's GSP Community Workshop in Denair 3/4/2019 10:21 237 233 87 37.34% 268 16 6.87% 29
Notice | March 28 TAC Meeting 3/22/2019 14:14 235 234 97 41.45% 211 40 17.09% 55
Notice | March 28 East Turlock Subbasin GSA Meeting 3/25/2019 9:47 234 234 82 35.04% 153 39 16.67% 59
Turlock Subbasin SGMA Newsletter | March 27, 2019 3/27/2019 10:43 234 234 76 32.48% 202 26 11.11% 58
Notice | April 25 East Turlock Subbasin GSA Meeting 4/22/2019 14:28 235 234 85 36.32% 218 30 12.82% 55
Notice | April 25 TAC Meeting 4/23/2019 5:30 235 234 83 35.47% 141 31 13.25% 50

Cancellation Notice| No April 25 East Turlock Subbasin GSA Meeting 4/24/2019 8:51 235 234 72 30.77% 115 19 8.12% 28

Notice | May 2 West Turlock Subbasin GSA Meeting 4/29/2019 11:04 236 235 79 33.62% 150 31 13.19% 250
East Turlock Subbasin GSA Board Meeting |Â May 23, 2019 5/17/2019 13:11 238 236 77 32.63% 146 28 11.86% 41
West Turlock Subbasin TAC Meeting | May 23, 2019 5/17/2019 13:50 237 236 81 34.32% 178 42 17.80% 86
Notice | July 18 West Turlock Subbasin GSA Special Meeting 7/15/2019 16:24 243 243 97 39.92% 239 45 18.52% 237
West Turlock Subbasin TAC Meeting | July 25, 2019 7/19/2019 15:02 244 244 86 35.25% 168 35 14.34% 51
Turlock Subbasin TAC Meeting | Aug. 22, 2019 8/19/2019 15:08 248 247 95 38.46% 217 52 21.05% 85
Turlock Subbasin TAC Meeting | Sept. 26, 2019 9/20/2019 16:01 249 247 91 36.84% 176 40 16.19% 73
Notice | Sept. 26 West Turlock Subbasin GSA Special Meeting 9/23/2019 16:42 247 246 87 35.37% 163 32 13.01% 464
East Turlock Subbasin GSA Board Meeting | Sept. 26, 2019 9/24/2019 14:56 247 245 76 31.02% 151 30 12.24% 58
Turlock Subbasin TAC Meeting | Oct. 24, 2019 10/21/2019 9:13 246 244 94 38.52% 231 38 15.57% 64
News from the Turlock Subbasin | September 2019 10/22/2019 6:30 245 245 77 31.43% 330 17 6.94% 27
Notice | Nov. 7 West Turlock Subbasin GSA Meeting 11/4/2019 9:18 247 247 89 36.03% 166 43 17.41% 1460
News from the Turlock Subbasin | November 2019 11/25/2019 10:18 251 250 94 37.60% 178 13 5.20% 22
Turlock Subbasin Technical Workshop No. 4 this Thursday 12/9/2019 8:57 254 254 91 35.83% 187 36 14.17% 59
Groundwater meetings set for Thursday 1/22/2020 11:57 256 256 101 39.45% 229 38 14.84% 88
Notice | Feb. 6 West Turlock Subbasin GSA Meeting 2/3/2020 8:34 256 252 103 40.87% 221 50 19.84% 95
New SGMA video released moments ago! 2/7/2020 10:01 259 254 93 36.61% 700 37 14.57% 156
ðŸ’§Â GSP Workshop set for Thursday in Denair at 2 p.m. 2/24/2020 16:04 267 262 89 33.97% 261 27 10.31% 50
Important News from Turlock Groundwater 3/20/2020 14:20 278 273 121 44.32% 343 26 9.52% 58
TAC meeting today at 2 pm via Zoom conference call 3/26/2020 10:43 278 273 104 38.10% 331 39 14.29% 88
Turlock Subbasin Stakeholder Newsletter | April 2, 2020 4/2/2020 16:24 279 274 98 35.77% 202 12 4.38% 27
Participate in Thursday's groundwater meetings 4/20/2020 10:40 281 275 94 34.18% 274 29 10.55% 59
Stakeholder reminder: TACs meeting today at 2 pm 4/23/2020 10:59 281 275 82 29.82% 177 34 12.36% 52
Turlock Subbasin Stakeholder Newsletter | May 18, 2020 5/18/2020 16:03 283 278 94 33.81% 233 13 4.68% 35
Notice: Next Thursday's TAC meeting 5/22/2020 9:28 284 281 87 30.96% 190 26 9.25% 38
Par cipate in (all three!Â ðŸ˜®) groundwater mee ngs Thursday 5/27/2020 14:24 284 281 94 33.45% 339 31 11.03% 84
Tomorrow's special meeting of the Turlock Subbasin TACs 6/10/2020 9:59 286 284 104 36.62% 261 44 15.49% 109
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Email Subject Line Send Date
Total 
Recipients
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Deliveries
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Opens

Open 
Rate
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Opens

Unique 
Clicks

Click Rate
Total 
Clicks

ðŸ™‹Â Just how do I comment before/during today's TACs meeting? 6/11/2020 8:59 286 282 83 29.43% 174 16 5.67% 38

Reminder | today's 2 pm meeting of the Turlock Subbasin TACs 6/25/2020 12:02 286 282 92 32.62% 264 35 12.41% 94

âœ‹Â Got questions? Want to learn? Join us at July 8 Workshops!Â ðŸ™‹ 7/2/2020 10:10 291 287 77 26.83% 428 16 5.57% 78

Register for tomorrow's Virtual Community WorkshopsÂ ðŸ‘ 7/7/2020 10:08 294 290 91 31.38% 186 24 8.28% 30

There's s ll  me!Â ðŸ˜²Â Community Workshops at 11 am and 5 pm today 7/8/2020 8:29 294 290 89 30.69% 166 32 11.03% 63

Special meeting of the Turlock Subbasin TACs tomorrow 7/8/2020 13:16 296 292 93 31.85% 191 36 12.33% 65
ðŸ‘¥Â Following up with you re: this week's meetingsÂ ðŸ’¬ 7/10/2020 16:20 295 294 87 29.59% 226 15 5.10% 36
ðŸ’¦Â One Thursday, Two Groundwater Mee ngsÂ ðŸ˜¯ 7/20/2020 14:57 296 294 98 33.33% 218 29 9.86% 64
ðŸ’¬Â Surveys, news and video wrap up busy July 7/24/2020 16:30 294 293 96 32.76% 257 17 5.80% 26
Looking for a few good well ownersÂ ðŸŒ€ 7/31/2020 14:19 296 294 101 34.35% 427 17 5.78% 40
ðŸ  Â of Groundwater Mee ngs this Thursday! 8/11/2020 10:35 295 294 96 32.65% 205 18 6.12% 43
Reminder: â›²Â Groundwater meetings today at 2 and 5 p.m. 8/13/2020 9:57 295 293 80 27.30% 190 25 8.53% 49
ðŸš©Â Flagging this important TAC meeting Thursday 8/24/2020 11:10 295 294 100 34.01% 268 25 8.50% 52
â˜ŽÂ East Turlock Subbasin GSA Board to meet Thursday morning 8/25/2020 8:57 296 296 85 28.72% 218 23 7.77% 48
ðŸ’‐Â Groundwater meetings at 10 am and 2 pm today 8/27/2020 9:17 296 295 83 28.14% 175 29 9.83% 81

Join us next week at our Sept. 16 Virtual Community Workshops!Â ðŸ™‹ 9/9/2020 13:59 301 299 66 22.07% 152 14 4.68% 29

Register for Wednesday's Virtual Community Workshops!Â ðŸ™‹ 9/14/2020 16:07 302 301 76 25.25% 208 19 6.31% 39

ðŸ”œÂ Still time to register for today's Virtual Community Workshops! 9/16/2020 7:00 304 304 75 24.67% 195 16 5.26% 34

Yesterday's Virtual Community WorkshopsÂ ðŸ‘ 9/17/2020 13:02 304 304 75 24.67% 200 17 5.59% 37
We've got a video series you should seeÂ ðŸ˜ƒ 10/5/2020 15:09 307 307 93 30.29% 190 14 4.56% 229
Projected water budgets ðŸ“ˆ , projects and fundingÂ ðŸ’µ  to be discussed 
Thursday

10/21/2020 14:29 310 309 107 34.63% 357 31 10.03% 98

â ”What are Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems? Do we have them here? 
Learn more Thursdayâ ”

11/4/2020 8:57 312 312 86 27.56% 243 13 4.17% 31

ðŸ •Join us for a lunch convo Nov. 11Â ðŸ ” 11/4/2020 14:30 312 312 79 25.32% 192 9 2.88% 11
Corrected Date |Â ðŸ •Join us for a lunch convo Nov. 13Â ðŸ ” 11/5/2020 12:44 312 312 75 24.04% 159 2 0.64% 7
Friday the 13th need not be eerieÂ ðŸ™€ 11/10/2020 11:04 312 312 76 24.36% 151 3 0.96% 4

Join us for lunch this FridayÂ ðŸ ²Â (and groundwater conversations) 11/12/2020 9:21 312 312 68 21.79% 232 14 4.49% 29

Baseline Water Budget Scenario to be discussed tomorrowÂ ðŸ’» 11/18/2020 12:33 313 313 86 27.48% 309 20 6.39% 42
Thursday TACs followed by Friday snacks!Â ðŸ ” 12/14/2020 14:03 316 315 83 26.35% 217 9 2.86% 21
ðŸ”œÂ Join us Friday for our second Groundwater Lunch Hour 12/15/2020 13:27 315 298 60 20.13% 238 7 2.35% 22
Friday's Groundwater Lunch Hour coming soonÂ ðŸš° 12/16/2020 10:45 316 316 64 20.25% 150 5 1.58% 11

Baseline ScenarioÂ ðŸ“ˆ to be discussed today at 2 p.m. TACs mee ng 12/17/2020 8:18 316 316 78 24.68% 313 19 6.01% 60

Join us anytime from 12:30 to 1:30 today for groundwater 
conversa onsÂ ðŸ˜€

12/18/2020 9:52 317 317 58 18.30% 130 3 0.95% 6
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Clicks

Resolve to be involved in groundwater 2021. Join us ThursdayÂ ðŸ’¬ 1/12/2021 14:30 318 318 89 27.99% 208 10 3.14% 25

Join us Jan. 29 for our next Groundwater Lunch Hour 1/19/2021 14:25 320 320 85 26.56% 205 7 2.19% 7
ðŸ“°Â Turlock Subbasin Newsletter | Jan. 25, 2021 1/25/2021 11:47 320 320 92 28.75% 197 16 5.00% 44
Today's the day to talk groundwater at lunch! 1/29/2021 11:10 320 320 72 22.50% 133 8 2.50% 12
West Turlock Subbasin GSA Board meet Thursday nightÂ ðŸ•Ÿ 2/2/2021 9:09 319 319 82 25.71% 208 18 5.64% 35
Join us at 2 pm today for a special meeting of the TAC 2/11/2021 8:37 319 319 81 25.39% 168 15 4.70% 50
ðŸ†•Â Joint fact sheet released and other resources available 2/16/2021 10:10 322 321 84 26.17% 188 28 8.72% 53
Join us in a couple hours for the 10 a.m. meeting of the East Turlock 
Subbasin GSA

2/25/2021 8:26 324 322 76 23.60% 198 17 5.28% 38

Light agenda for Thursday night's WTS GSA Board meetingÂ ðŸ•Ÿ 3/3/2021 10:03 325 325 82 25.23% 208 18 5.54% 39
â˜ Â Loaded agendas for Thursday mee ngs 3/10/2021 15:13 325 325 96 29.54% 189 23 7.08% 58

Wanna lunch? ðŸ ±Â Ask ques ons? Provide comments? We got you. 3/16/2021 10:30 328 328 86 26.22% 189 10 3.05% 17

â “Didn't we just email about this last ðŸ”™Â week? 3/17/2021 11:50 328 327 88 26.91% 204 10 3.06% 20
ðŸ’§Â Apply for this free Groundwater and Leadership Opportunity 3/24/2021 10:28 328 328 98 29.88% 294 32 9.76% 85
Reminder to join us at 2 p.m. todayÂ ðŸ’¬ 3/25/2021 13:11 329 329 71 21.58% 148 13 3.95% 50
Jump on the line to talk groundwater today at 12:30 p.m. 3/26/2021 9:24 329 329 80 24.32% 155 5 1.52% 9
We would love to see you at tomorrow's ETS TAC meeting 3/31/2021 12:24 329 329 88 26.75% 212 16 4.86% 49
Turlock Subbasin Newsletter | April 5, 2021 4/5/2021 12:10 329 328 86 26.22% 202 16 4.88% 38
Two GSA board meetings on the docket tomorrowÂ ðŸ‘‚ 4/7/2021 10:45 329 329 82 24.92% 198 19 5.78% 55
ðŸ”œðŸ•’Â Only a few more days to apply to the Water Leadership 
Institute

4/14/2021 15:36 333 331 84 25.38% 175 13 3.93% 23

Join us at today's East Turlock Subbasin GSA Technical Committee meeting 4/15/2021 8:15 332 330 72 21.82% 174 15 4.55% 22

We've got a lot to share with you this week!Â ðŸ†• 4/19/2021 12:08 331 330 88 26.67% 181 21 6.36% 58
Two days, two meetings, two opportunities for you!Â ðŸ™‹ 4/28/2021 12:51 333 330 89 26.97% 183 24 7.27% 47
Join us at Monday's East Turlock Subbasin GSA Technical Committee 
meeting

5/7/2021 15:53 332 329 91 27.66% 210 16 4.86% 30

ðŸ˜€Â We have a pair of meetings tomorrow for you! 5/12/2021 9:37 331 330 80 24.24% 188 18 5.45% 41
Join us for two East Turlock Subbasin meetings next week 5/21/2021 15:31 331 330 85 25.76% 200 18 5.45% 48
You want groundwater meetings this week? You got em!Â Â ðŸ’‐ 5/24/2021 13:28 331 331 82 24.77% 192 12 3.63% 34
West Turlock Subbasin GSA Board meets tomorrow at 5 p.m. 6/2/2021 9:17 331 330 89 26.97% 206 17 5.15% 26
ðŸ‘€Â Special meeting of the TACs today at 2 p.m. 6/10/2021 8:50 334 331 87 26.28% 137 13 3.93% 29
3 GSP draft chapters may be released Thursday night for public 
commentÂ ðŸ“ 

7/6/2021 9:58 338 336 103 30.65% 201 17 5.06% 36

Tonight's 5 p.m. Joint GSA Boards meeting a significant one for the 
GSPÂ Â ðŸ“‹

7/8/2021 9:28 339 337 89 26.41% 183 14 4.15% 24

Groundwater Sustainability Plan Chapters 1, 2 and 4 available for 
commentÂ ðŸ˜€

7/12/2021 11:14 338 336 88 26.19% 244 21 6.25% 34

You can't manage what you can't measureÂ ðŸ“Š 7/19/2021 14:25 338 336 120 35.71% 241 15 4.46% 61
Two East Turlock Subbasin GSA‐related meetings this week, starting 
tomorrow

8/9/2021 14:29 346 344 97 28.20% 207 17 4.94% 44
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Two groundwater mee ngs today! 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.Â ðŸ˜Ž 8/12/2021 9:21 346 344 95 27.62% 193 23 6.69% 74
Join us Sept. 2 to talk Draft GSP ChaptersÂ ðŸ“£ 8/18/2021 9:54 350 348 83 23.85% 199 18 5.17% 48
This week's meetings, a new video ðŸ“º and more! 8/23/2021 14:48 352 350 93 26.57% 184 22 6.29% 83
Draft GSP Chapter 5 (Water Budgets) likely to be released Monday nightÂ  
ðŸ“‹

8/27/2021 13:06 358 356 95 26.69% 240 10 2.81% 26

Tonight's meeting likely to feature release of Draft GSP Chapter 5 (Water 
Budgets)Â  ðŸ“š

8/30/2021 9:06 360 358 104 29.05% 209 18 5.03% 29

Groundwater Sustainability Plan Chapter 5 (Water Budgets) available for 
commentÂ ðŸ˜Ž

8/31/2021 11:39 359 358 112 31.28% 275 22 6.15% 45

Talk GSP Water Budgets with us next Thursday 9/16! ðŸ’¬ 9/10/2021 10:32 358 357 93 26.05% 232 10 2.80% 19
Chat with us about GSP Water Budgets on Thursday!Â ðŸ˜Ž 9/13/2021 8:24 359 358 93 25.98% 154 9 2.51% 19

Two Important Groundwater Mee ngs Tomorrow (noon and 2 p.m.) ðŸ“† 9/15/2021 8:58 362 361 98 27.15% 173 12 3.32% 20

There's no such thing as a free lunch!!!!?Â ðŸ ” 9/16/2021 9:15 362 360 92 25.56% 164 12 3.33% 31
ðŸ˜® So much going on! Star ng with today's 2 p.m. mee ng! ðŸ•– 9/23/2021 10:46 364 363 92 25.34% 166 21 5.79% 47
â —Advisory | Special Mee ng of the TACs Monday at 3 p.m.Â ðŸ•’ 10/1/2021 16:10 368 367 126 34.33% 215 18 4.90% 28
ðŸ“‘Â Turlock Subbasin Newsletter for Monday, Oct. 4 10/4/2021 9:56 367 367 111 30.25% 224 21 5.72% 36

Heads up | Contractor helping us update our Interested Parties ListÂ ðŸ“‹ 10/6/2021 9:23 368 368 106 28.80% 201 2 0.54% 18

ðŸ‘‰ Special meeting of the East Turlock Subbasin TAC on Monday 10/8/2021 14:57 370 368 133 36.14% 244 22 5.98% 56
ðŸ“šÂ Join us at tomorrow night's Special Meeting of the two GSAs 10/18/2021 11:01 369 368 106 28.80% 212 20 5.43% 35
ðŸ™‹Â Comment on how we are defining sustainability before Nov. 
19Â ðŸ’‐

10/20/2021 13:48 369 368 102 27.72% 195 12 3.26% 44

ðŸ ŽÂ Do you like mee ngs? Well, how 'bout these mee ngs?!Â ðŸ  10/26/2021 11:29 371 370 94 25.41% 174 11 2.97% 28
â˜• Be our guest and put our mee ngs to the testÂ ðŸ”± 10/28/2021 10:02 371 370 93 25.14% 188 12 3.24% 30
ðŸ”œ The (virtual) office doors open tonight at 6 p.m.Â ðŸšª 10/28/2021 15:30 370 369 107 29.00% 159 5 1.36% 23
Special TACs mee ng via Zoom tomorrow at 2 p.m.Â ðŸ˜€ 11/3/2021 11:20 372 372 98 26.34% 178 19 5.11% 73
ðŸ‘‰ Turlock Subbasin Newsle er | Nov. 8, 2021 ðŸ‘ˆ 11/8/2021 12:53 373 373 101 27.08% 182 10 2.68% 23
Our 9th Virtual Office Hours set for Nov. 18 at noonÂ ðŸ • 11/9/2021 11:19 373 372 100 26.88% 183 5 1.34% 19
âœ” Check out the Turlock Groundwater Nov. 12, 2021 Newsletter 11/12/2021 12:19 374 374 105 28.07% 178 13 3.48% 21
Three is the magic numberÂ 3ï¸ âƒ£ tonight! Join us tonight! 11/15/2021 9:51 374 374 130 34.76% 215 12 3.21% 29
Public Hearing Date set for Jan. 6, 2022 to adopt GSP ðŸ™‹ 11/16/2021 13:58 374 374 116 31.02% 311 18 4.81% 49

TACs talk annual report and environmental review tomorrow at 2!Â ðŸ’¬ 11/17/2021 11:05 375 375 108 28.80% 207 10 2.67% 29

Missed yesterday's meeting? We've got video for youÂ ðŸ“¼ 11/19/2021 10:31 375 375 111 29.60% 186 14 3.73% 32

Time is running out to comment on the Turlock Subbasin GSPÂ ðŸ•ž 12/3/2021 9:26 374 374 117 31.28% 237 11 2.94% 24

Meeting tomorrow at 2 p.m.; GSP comments requested by next week 12/8/2021 13:40 376 376 136 36.17% 234 19 5.05% 55

When the sweetest groundwater dreams will never do...we got you ðŸ˜‰ 12/10/2021 10:30 376 376 131 34.84% 220 13 3.46% 30

Only three more days remain to comment on the GSPÂ ðŸ’¬ 12/13/2021 10:37 375 374 138 36.90% 258 14 3.74% 26
Joint GSAs meet virtually tomorrow at 5 p.m.Â ðŸš© 12/14/2021 13:52 376 375 127 33.87% 217 9 2.40% 30
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ðŸ’¬ Learn about comment response process tonight at 5 p.m. GSAs 
meeting

12/15/2021 10:33 374 374 126 33.69% 227 12 3.21% 32

What pairs best with those baked ðŸ ª treats? Answer may surprise you! 12/21/2021 9:05 376 376 142 37.77% 279 16 4.26% 41

Join us Tuesday for an important TACs mee ng as we finalize GSP â˜Ž 12/30/2021 10:46 377 376 149 39.63% 320 22 5.85% 51

Tomorrow is the BIG day for GSP adop on ðŸ˜¯ 1/5/2022 11:02 377 375 153 40.80% 328 20 5.33% 44

ðŸš© GSP Public Hearing and possible GSP adoption tonight at 5 p.m. â ° 1/6/2022 12:53 380 378 131 34.66% 296 20 5.29% 57

 44,133 
successful 
delivieries 

Page 5 of 5



 
 
 
 

Appendix E-11 
Examples of Turlock Subbasin Informational Materials  



















 
 
 
 

Appendix E-12 
Turlock Groundwater Logo and Branding  
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Appendix E-13 
Turlock Subbasin Stakeholder Survey Results  



7.14% 1

14.29% 2

7.14% 1

42.86% 6

35.71% 5

7.14% 1

14.29% 2

14.29% 2

Q1 Please tell us which best describes you
and/or your organization/agency (please

check all that apply).
Answered: 14 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 14  

Water supply
provider/cus...

Private
pumpers

Municipal
water users

Agricultural
water users

Domestic well
users

Disadvantaged
Communities...

Environmental
interests

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Water supply provider/customers 

Private pumpers 

Municipal water users 

Agricultural water users 

Domestic well users 

Disadvantaged Communities (DACs)

Environmental interests 

Other (please specify) 
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16.67% 2

50.00% 6

33.33% 4

0.00% 0

Q2 Where are your interests in the Turlock
Basin: 

Answered: 12 Skipped: 2

Total 12

East Turlock
Subbasin...

West Turlock
Subbasin...

Both 

I am not sure.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

East Turlock Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (East Turlock GSA)

West Turlock Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (West Turlock GSA)

Both 

I am not sure.
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8.33% 1

25.00% 3

25.00% 3

58.33% 7

16.67% 2

Q3 How do you typically get information
about the Sustainable Groundwater

Management (SGMA) and Groundwater
Sustainability Agency (GSA) work? 

Answered: 12 Skipped: 2

Total Respondents: 12  

East Turlock
GSA

West Turlock
GSA

Turlock
Groundwater...

Public Workshop

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

East Turlock GSA

West Turlock GSA 

Turlock Groundwater Basin Association 

Public Workshop

Other (please specify)
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61.54% 8

30.77% 4

92.31% 12

61.54% 8

76.92% 10

7.69% 1

Q4 What types of information are most
important to you? 

Answered: 13 Skipped: 1

Total Respondents: 13  

General SGMA
and groundwa...

GSA formation
details

Groundwater
Sustainabili...

How will SGMA
affect me?

GSP
enforcement...

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

General SGMA and groundwater management updates 

GSA formation details 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) development updates. 

How will SGMA affect me?

GSP enforcement updates. 

Other (please specify)
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Q5 Please rate methods for receiving
information, rate 1 least convenient to 5

most convenient.
Answered: 12 Skipped: 2

A. Newsletters

B. Newsletters
- digital/web

C. Newspapers

D. Local
Periodicals
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E.
Internet/Web...

F. Email, for
example RSS...

G. Facebook

H. Twitter
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25.00%
2

12.50%
1

0.00%
0

37.50%
3

25.00%
2

 
8

11.11%
1

0.00%
0

11.11%
1

22.22%
2

55.56%
5

 
9

1 2 3 4 5

I. Instagram

J. In-Person
Public...

K. Local
Agency/GSA...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 1 2 3 4 5 Total

A. Newsletters

B. Newsletters - digital/web
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0.00%
0

25.00%
1

0.00%
0

75.00%
3

0.00%
0

 
4

11.11%
1

33.33%
3

22.22%
2

0.00%
0

33.33%
3

 
9

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

25.00%
2

75.00%
6

 
8

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

10.00%
1

90.00%
9

 
10

71.43%
5

0.00%
0

14.29%
1

14.29%
1

0.00%
0

 
7

71.43%
5

0.00%
0

14.29%
1

0.00%
0

14.29%
1

 
7

85.71%
6

14.29%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

 
7

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

20.00%
2

30.00%
3

50.00%
5

 
10

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

33.33%
3

33.33%
3

33.33%
3

 
9

C. Newspapers

D. Local Periodicals

E. Internet/Webpages

F. Email, for example RSS feeds

G. Facebook

H. Twitter

I. Instagram

J. In-Person Public workshops

K. Local Agency/GSA board meetings
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Q6 For those sources of information that
are most convenient, please tell us where
you go. For example, which newspapers,

website, periodicals, etc.
Answered: 4 Skipped: 10
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91.67% 11

0.00% 0

8.33% 1

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

Q7 Please specify your preferred language
for materials or and announcements.

Answered: 12 Skipped: 2

Total 12

English 

Spanish/Español

Hmong

Mandarin/ 普通话普通话

Cantonese/
(廣東話廣東話 / 粵語粵語)

Punjabi/ ਪੰਜਾਬੀਪੰਜਾਬੀ

Portuguese/
Português

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

English 

Spanish/Español

Hmong

Mandarin/ 普通话

Cantonese/ (廣東話 / 粵語)

Punjabi/ ਪੰਜਾਬੀ

Portuguese/ Português

Other (please specify)
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100.00% 11

27.27% 3

Q8 If you want to be included in our email or
newsletter listserv, please tell us the best

way to keep you informed.
Answered: 11 Skipped: 3

Answer Choices Responses

Email:

Mailing Address:
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Turlock Subbasin Stakeholder Assessment Survey (Encuesta de evaluación de las partes

interesadas de la subcuenca de Turlock)

1 / 17

Q1 Which category(ies) below best describe you as a groundwater
stakeholder in Turlock Subbasin? (Select all that apply)

Answered: 37 Skipped: 0

Farmer/rancher

Municipal
water customer

Commercial/indu
strial water...

Private
domestic wel...

Tribal
government/o...

Non-governmenta
l organization

Government
agency

Academia

Consultant

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%



Turlock Subbasin Stakeholder Assessment Survey (Encuesta de evaluación de las partes

interesadas de la subcuenca de Turlock)

2 / 17

48.65% 18

27.03% 10

0.00% 0

24.32% 9

0.00% 0

10.81% 4

10.81% 4

10.81% 4

8.11% 3

0.00% 0

Total Respondents: 37  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

 There are no responses.  

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Farmer/rancher

Municipal water customer

Commercial/industrial water user

Private domestic well user

Tribal government/organization

Non-governmental organization

Government agency

Academia

Consultant

Other (please specify)



Turlock Subbasin Stakeholder Assessment Survey (Encuesta de evaluación de las partes

interesadas de la subcuenca de Turlock)
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38.89% 14

16.67% 6

33.33% 12

11.11% 4

0.00% 0

Q2 How would you rate your level of understanding of the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA)?

Answered: 36 Skipped: 1

TOTAL 36

Very familiar

Familiar

Somewhat
familiar

Not familiar

Never heard of
SGMA

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Very familiar

Familiar

Somewhat familiar

Not familiar

Never heard of SGMA



Turlock Subbasin Stakeholder Assessment Survey (Encuesta de evaluación de las partes

interesadas de la subcuenca de Turlock)

4 / 17

27.03% 10

45.95% 17

10.81% 4

8.11% 3

8.11% 3

Q3 In which Turlock Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA)
do you own, lease, rent, live or work? Click here for a map of the Turlock

Subbasin.
Answered: 37 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 37

East Turlock
Subbasin...

West Turlock
Subbasin...

I am in both
GSAs.

I do not live
in the Turlo...

I don’t know.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

East Turlock Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Agency

West Turlock Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Agency

I am in both GSAs.

I do not live in the Turlock Subbasin

I don’t know.



Turlock Subbasin Stakeholder Assessment Survey (Encuesta de evaluación de las partes

interesadas de la subcuenca de Turlock)
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51.35% 19

32.43% 12

16.22% 6

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

Q4 How would you rate your level of concern over the region's
groundwater supply?

Answered: 37 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 37

Extremely
concerned

Moderately
concerned

Somewhat
concerned

Slightly
concerned

Not concerned
at all

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Extremely concerned

Moderately concerned

Somewhat concerned

Slightly concerned

Not concerned at all



Turlock Subbasin Stakeholder Assessment Survey (Encuesta de evaluación de las partes

interesadas de la subcuenca de Turlock)
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Q5 Please identify what you think the top three water supply challenges
are facing the Turlock Subbasin. (Select up to three options from this list)

Answered: 37 Skipped: 0

Water
contaminatio...

Lack of water
supplies

Water
wasting/lack...

Equitable
access for...

Climate change
and/or drought

Overpopulation

Lack of water
storage...

Lack of
groundwater...

Increased laws
and regulations

Water supply
uncertainty

Groundwater
wells going dry

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%



Turlock Subbasin Stakeholder Assessment Survey (Encuesta de evaluación de las partes

interesadas de la subcuenca de Turlock)
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37.84% 14

29.73% 11

16.22% 6

5.41% 2

27.03% 10

5.41% 2

32.43% 12

40.54% 15

40.54% 15

35.14% 13

8.11% 3

5.41% 2

Total Respondents: 37  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 KEEP aera water here in our valley were GOD put it for our farms. it's not for LA 8/3/2020 7:50 PM

2 Goverment agency taking water away 7/27/2020 7:17 PM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Water contamination, pollution

Lack of water supplies

Water wasting/lack of water conservation

Equitable access for low-income residents

Climate change and/or drought

Overpopulation

Lack of water storage projects

Lack of groundwater recharge projects

Increased laws and regulations

Water supply uncertainty

Groundwater wells going dry

Other (please specify)



Turlock Subbasin Stakeholder Assessment Survey (Encuesta de evaluación de las partes

interesadas de la subcuenca de Turlock)
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41.67% 15

33.33% 12

25.00% 9

Q6 Did you experience well problems or well operation issues during the
drought of 2012-2016?

Answered: 36 Skipped: 1

TOTAL 36

# I PUMPED FROM A WELL AND EXPERIENCED OPERATIONAL ISSUES OR WELL
PROBLEMS. (BRIEFLY DESCRIBE BELOW)

DATE

1 had lower pipe in house/ livestock weir 12/9/2020 1:49 PM

2 My domestic Well went dry, and it took about a year and a half before I could get a driller to
install a new one which cost about $12,000 all said and done. The good news is that about
three weeks ago we checked the water levels and they were about 10 feet higher than during
the drought, which would have allowed my old well to have worked again.

10/13/2020 10:40 AM

3 One well went dry 8/25/2020 10:16 AM

4 Experienced a production drop in one of six wells in a hilly area toward the end of the drought. 8/17/2020 10:26 AM

5 had to drop my home well down 20 ft 8/3/2020 7:50 PM

6 Had to lower 2 pumps and dig two new wells 7/27/2020 7:17 PM

7 One well had to be lowered 7/26/2020 10:13 AM

8 I think you need to ask who put in wells during this period. And was it because of the drought.
And how surface water was managed or not managed. Wells are not cheap. When a well is
developed, reworked, or replaced there is a lot to be discovered about why.

7/24/2020 8:49 PM

9 I did not pump 7/7/2020 7:40 PM

I did not pump
from a well...

I pumped from
a well, but ...

I pumped from
a well and...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

I did not pump from a well during the drought.

I pumped from a well, but did not experience operational issues or well problems.

I pumped from a well and experienced operational issues or well problems. (briefly describe below)
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Q7 Which of these items should be considered to reach groundwater
sustainability? (Select all that apply)

Answered: 37 Skipped: 0

On-farm water
conservation...

Urban water
conservation...

Expand water
recycling...

Build
groundwater...

Build/expand
surface wate...

Establish
groundwater...

Retire lands
(farmland or...

Metering all
groundwater...

Design rates
to incentivi...

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%



Turlock Subbasin Stakeholder Assessment Survey (Encuesta de evaluación de las partes

interesadas de la subcuenca de Turlock)

10 / 17

62.16% 23

56.76% 21

56.76% 21

75.68% 28

67.57% 25

27.03% 10

18.92% 7

32.43% 12

37.84% 14

16.22% 6

Total Respondents: 37  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 more dams, most practical and simple solution, if we can get past the environmental
overreachers

12/9/2020 1:49 PM

2 City and County Requirements shall prohibit detention basins that discharge to Canals and
Rivers. The GRAT tool should be used to help prioritize which lands are retired (repurposed) for
recharge if possible, and also factoring in Flood Protection if possible, and other multibenefits
such as ripirian restoration if possible (these type of projects may obtain potential grant
funding). Expand the Turlockgroundwater website to include a link to resources like the
program from NRCS for example that provides funding for building ponds to hold tail water here
in Stanislaus County, if we add various links to resouces that can be implemented now we
could add more value to the website. Understanding Flood Flows is important and more should
be done to make sure we leveage the data and understand our options to most efficiently
leverage this water.

10/13/2020 10:40 AM

3 land and wells need more flood irrigation. to much conservation and selling of our water will dry
wells and aquafres

8/3/2020 7:50 PM

4 More dams 7/27/2020 7:17 PM

5 develop surface water for urban use 7/25/2020 10:39 AM

6 Follow the money. Water is cheap for some and very very expensive for others. 7/24/2020 8:49 PM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

On-farm water conservation programs

Urban water conservation programs

Expand water recycling programs

Build groundwater recharge projects

Build/expand surface water storage projects

Establish groundwater exchange markets

Retire lands (farmland or other lands)

Metering all groundwater wells

Design rates to incentivize less pumping and discourage increased pumping

Other (please specify)
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13.89% 5

30.56% 11

22.22% 8

33.33% 12

Q8 How many Turlock Subbasin meetings or workshops have you
attended, either virtually or physically, since the passage of SGMA in
2014? (these meetings include West Turlock Subbasin GSA Board

meetings, East Turlock Subbasin GSA Board meetings, Technical Advisory
Committee meetings and related technical or community workshops)

Answered: 36 Skipped: 1

TOTAL 36

I have
attended 1...

I have
attended 2 t...

I have
attended mor...

I have not
attended...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

I have attended 1 meeting.

I have attended 2 to 5 meetings.

I have attended more than 5 meetings.

I have not attended meetings.
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Q9 Which of these sources do you currently receive information about
water supply or water issues? (Select all that apply)

Answered: 36 Skipped: 1

Turlock
Subbasin...

My water
provider

Industry
associations

Local newspaper

Social media

Websites

State water
departments

Local civic
clubs

Non-profit
organizations

Family

Neighbors/frien
ds

Farmers/
agriculture

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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58.33% 21

55.56% 20

30.56% 11

36.11% 13

25.00% 9

41.67% 15

36.11% 13

0.00% 0

16.67% 6

5.56% 2

11.11% 4

27.78% 10

2.78% 1

Total Respondents: 36  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 no one 12/9/2020 1:49 PM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Turlock Subbasin SGMA-related meetings (GSA Board meetings, Technical Advisory Committee meetings and related
technical or community workshops)

My water provider

Industry associations

Local newspaper

Social media

Websites

State water departments

Local civic clubs

Non-profit organizations

Family

Neighbors/friends

Farmers/ agriculture

Other (please specify)
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35.14% 13

29.73% 11

24.32% 9

24.32% 9

35.14% 13

5.41% 2

Q10 Which social media platforms do you use? (Select all that apply)
Answered: 37 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 37  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 e mail if that counts 12/9/2020 1:49 PM

2 none 8/3/2020 7:50 PM

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

LinkedIn

I do not use
social media...

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

LinkedIn

I do not use social media regularly

Other (please specify)
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Q11 What other groups or individuals should we reach out to or listen to
for stakeholder input?

Answered: 19 Skipped: 18

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Land owners 4/15/2021 5:56 PM

2 none 2/14/2021 4:35 PM

3 farmers 2/2/2021 7:23 PM

4 Farmers 1/28/2021 3:03 PM

5 Calif Cattlemen's Assn 12/9/2020 1:49 PM

6 Mayors and City Council Members are not at meetings 11/2/2020 9:39 AM

7 Hetch Hetchy, NCRS, County Well Ordinance WAC and TAC members, active community
groups within our regeion, Manufacturers Council of the Central Valley

10/13/2020 10:40 AM

8 Anyone that lives in the area and is connected to the watersheds feeding out GWB. I’m in the
know and don’t know about this survey. Needs to be much more publicized.

9/21/2020 2:34 PM

9 Those who live in the surrounding areas of interest. 8/28/2020 11:32 AM

10 farmers 8/3/2020 7:50 PM

11 Not sure 8/2/2020 9:17 AM

12 Service clubs - you already work with Farm Bureau 7/31/2020 6:34 PM

13 water coalition 7/27/2020 7:17 PM

14 Rural well owners 7/24/2020 8:49 PM

15 Aggressively reach out to farmers. 7/24/2020 6:46 PM

16 educators 7/19/2020 5:07 PM

17 farmers 7/11/2020 7:57 AM

18 University faculty 7/10/2020 4:36 PM

19 Communities' residents 7/10/2020 4:35 PM
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56.76% 21

43.24% 16

Q12 Would you be willing to participate in a follow up survey to learn more
about your concerns and thoughts?

Answered: 37 Skipped: 0

TOTAL 37

# YES, I WOULD LIKE TO BE CONTACTED TO PARTICIPATE IN A FOLLOW-UP SURVEY.
HERE IS EMAIL AND/OR PHONE INFO.

DATE

1 phynendn@hotmail.com 4/15/2021 5:56 PM

2 feathersfurflowers@comcast.net 2/14/2021 4:35 PM

3 GOVERT@FIRE2WIRE.COM 2/2/2021 7:23 PM

4 sanjoseranch1@gmail.com 12/9/2020 1:49 PM

5 franksemail34@gmail.com 11/28/2020 4:40 PM

6 Ryhollister@sbcglobal.net 9/21/2020 2:34 PM

7 stromhilmar@aol.com 8/13/2020 6:05 AM

8 mcederlind@gmail.com 8/2/2020 9:17 AM

9 theorvii@gmail.com 7/31/2020 6:34 PM

10 vicyam@aol.com 7/27/2020 7:17 PM

11 bhmuller@gmail.com 7/25/2020 10:39 AM

12 roosevelt84@gmail.com 7/24/2020 8:49 PM

13 jerry6157@yahoo.com 7/24/2020 6:50 PM

14 govert@fire2wire.com 7/11/2020 7:57 AM

15 npinhey@gmail.com 7/10/2020 4:36 PM

16 KauffmanKevin@comcast.net 7/7/2020 7:40 PM

No, I would
not like to ...

Yes, I would
like to be...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

No, I would not like to be contacted to participate in a follow-up survey.

Yes, I would like to be contacted to participate in a follow-up survey. Here is email and/or phone info.
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Q13 Please share with us any other SGMA-related thoughts you feel
would be helpful to us as we develop the Turlock Subbasin Groundwater

Sustainability Plan.
Answered: 16 Skipped: 21

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Unirrigated lands should not be assessed any fees at all. We are not using water in any way
and the costs should not be passed to us.

2/14/2021 4:35 PM

2 Equitable costs and a pathway for further development. 1/28/2021 3:03 PM

3 I would like to know where this water is going to come from ? B how's the water going to get
here C how long is going to take to get here , in years ?

12/9/2020 1:49 PM

4 Cowell Water Users are a group of farmers in Snelling with water rights from 1800s taking
water from the Merced River. We have the ability to recharge groundwater through our 7
diversions on the Merced River

11/28/2020 4:40 PM

5 We need to talk more about specific programs + projects, what will trigger them, and how they
will be paid for.

11/2/2020 9:39 AM

6 Recharge projects will be the most beneficial to the subbasin as a whole. Make sure the
benefits of those recharge projects are credited broadly to landowners across the respective
GSAs and not narrowly to the landowners immediately near recharge projects.

8/17/2020 10:26 AM

7 I do not feel most stakeholders understand the impact sgma will have. More marketing to get
word out.

8/13/2020 6:05 AM

8 put the dam water on the ground 8/3/2020 7:50 PM

9 It's coming soon and the Stanford Vina decision potentially affecting the SED and unimpaired
flows may have a greater SGMA effect than we know.

7/31/2020 6:34 PM

10 Be able to buy surface water from a neighbor to reduce groundwater pumping 7/27/2020 7:17 PM

11 I sat in on a TAC meeting where a vote was delayed due to lack of a quorum. I don't know if
that is a persistent problem. But, could a proxy system be instituted to help move the process
along?

7/25/2020 10:39 AM

12 How does one basin fairly represent two GSA's with significant differences in resources?
(Surface water west vs none east)

7/24/2020 8:49 PM

13 decentivize groundwater use on non-organic orchards or incentivize organic orchards near
urban development

7/19/2020 5:07 PM

14 more surface storage 7/11/2020 7:57 AM

15 Please define all acronyms used in all publications and presentations to help us neophyte
readers better understand. Use footnotes or add a glossary link. Thanks.

7/10/2020 4:35 PM

16 Thank you! 7/8/2020 3:34 PM
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Water Leadership Institute promotional flyers  



Apply for this free online training 
that starts on April 21, 2021, to learn 
about your local water resources 
and develop leadership skills.

Water is essential to the well-being of people, 
communities, agriculture and our environment. 
Across California, regions like yours that depend 
on groundwater supplies are developing plans  
to manage groundwater more sustainably. It’s  
important that communities work together and 
are engaged in these efforts to manage both 
water quality and water quantity.

The Institute aims to develop the capacity of 
local leaders to take an active, cooperative  
approach to decision-making on water issues.

Who should apply?

Residents of rural and/or small communities 
in Stanislaus and Merced counties, domestic 
well owners, current or prospective water board 
members from small community water systems 
who depend on groundwater, YOU!

Participants will meet virtually for one weekly 
90-minute session for 15 weeks beginning  
April 21. Gift certificates for meals and a small 
stipend will be provided for each session.

Water Leadership 
Institute

“I learned some-
thing unexpected 
from the Lead-
ership Institute. I 
learned about my-
self. I learned about 
the water. I learned 
about my other 
board members. I 
learned that there 
is help out there. It 
made me aware of 
where I want my 
community to go.”

— 
Martha Madera,
Biola Community Services

Topics covered include:

• Community history and vision

• Local water management

• Water laws and water board  
management

• Leadership styles 

• Strategic planning

• Communications and storytelling

How to apply:

Please fill out  
an application at 
https://bit.ly/3rx5dkq 
or scan the code  
with your phone.

Questions?

If you have any questions,  
please contact:

Ana Lucia Garcia Briones 
agarciabriones@edf.org  
(415) 559-6615

https://bit.ly/3rx5dkq


Aplíque a este curso gratuito que 
comienza el 21 de abril 2021 para 
aprender sobre sus recursos de 
agua locales y desarrollo de habili-
dades de liderazgo. 

El agua es esencial para el bienestar de las  
personas, comunidades, agricultura y nuestro 
medio ambiente. En California, las regiones como 
la suya que dependen de agua subterránea están 
formando planes para manejar esta agua de 
manera sustentable. Es importante que miembros 
de las comunidades trabajen juntos y participen 
en esfuerzos conjuntos para el mejor manejo de  
la calidad y cantidad de agua.  

¿Quién debería aplicar?

Habitantes de pequeñas comunidades rurales  
en los condados de Stanislaus y Merced;  
dueños de pozos domésticos; futuros o actuales  
miembros de las Juntas de Agua de sistemas  
de agua comunitarios que dependan de agua  
subterránea, USTED!

Los participantes del curso se reunirán 90 minu-
tos de manera virtual una vez por semana durante 
15 semanas a partir del 21 de Abril 2021. A cada 
participante se le proporcionará un certificado de 
comida o un pequeño subsidio por cada reunión 
que atienda. 

Instituto de Liderazgo 
del Agua

“Aprendí algo 
inesperado en el 
Instituto de Lider-
azgo. Aprendí sobre 
mi misma. Aprendí 
sobre el agua. 
Aprendí sobre mis 
colegas miembros 
de los consejos de 
agua. Aprendí que 
existe ayuda para 
asuntos de agua . 
Me hizo consciente 
de dónde quiero 
que mi comunidad 
vaya.”

— 
Martha Madera,
Biola Community Services

Contenido del curso incluye:

• Historia de su comunidad y su  
visión al futuro

• Asuntos sobre el manejo local de 
agua superficial y agua subterránea 

• Legislación del agua y manejo de  
las Juntas de Agua 

• Tipos de liderazgo y cuál es mi tipo

• Planeación estratégica

• Comunicación y narrativa

¿Le interesa aplicar?

Por favor llene la 
aplicación en línea 
https://bit.ly/3rx5dkq  
o escanee el código  
con su celular.

¿Tiene alguna pregunta?

Si tiene preguntas favor de  
comunicarse con:

Ana Lucía Garcia Briones 
agarciabriones@edf.org 
(415) 559 6615

https://www.events.rcac.org/assnfe/ev.asp?ID=2552.
https://bit.ly/3rx5dkq
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This Public Comment Summary (Summary) describes the process and tools used by the East 
Turlock Subbasin (ETS) and West Turlock Subbasin (WTS) Groundwater Sustainability 
Agencies (GSAs) to solicit, review, and respond to public and stakeholder comments on the 
Draft Turlock Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) and notify cities, counties, and 
Tribes within the plan area of the GSAs’ intent to adopt the GSP. These public review and 
notification processes were developed pursuant to the Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Act of 2014 (SGMA) and the California Department of Water Resources’ (DWR) Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan Emergency Regulations, developed in May 2016. 

California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 23 Section (§) 355.4 provides the basis for DWR’s 
determination of a GSP’s compliance with SGMA and whether a GSP is likely to achieve the 
sustainability goal for the basin. As part of this criteria, DWR will consider: 

(10) Whether the Agency has adequately responded to comments that raise credible 
technical or policy issues with the Plan. (§ 355.4(b)(10)) 

This document reviews the GSAs’ actions to notify the public and other interested parties of the 
availability of the Draft GSP and the GSAs’ approach to soliciting, reviewing, and responding to 
technical and policy comments submitted by the public and other interested parties.  

1.1 DOCUMENT FORMAT 

This Summary is comprised of the following four sections: 

 Section 1 – Introduction: Section 1 provides an overview of the purpose and structure of the 
document, as well as the evaluation criteria for addressing comments on the GSP. 

 Section 2 – Commenting Process: Section 2 describes the public comment process for the 
Draft GSP and the method by which the GSAs notified cities and counties within the plan 
area of the proposed plan. The notification letters are included as Attachment A to this 
Summary. 

 Section 3 – Submitted Comments: Section 3 provides an overview of comment letters 
received on the Draft GSP during the public comment period. The comment letters in their 
entirety are included as Attachment B to this Summary. 

 Section 4 – Comment Management and Review: Section 4 describes how the GSAs 
reviewed and responded to comment letters received during the public comment period, 
including the processes for identifying and categorizing individual comments and responding 
to comments that raised credible technical and policy issues. This section also describes the 
tool used to manage the comments and comment responses. A copy of the final tool is 
provided as Attachment C to this Summary. 
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2.0 COMMENTING PROCESS 

The GSAs solicited public comments from individuals, agencies, and organizations representing 
beneficial uses and users of groundwater described in Water Code § 10723.2 as well as any 
other interested members of the public. This section describes the Draft GSP notification and 
public comment process. In addition, it describes the method by which the GSA notified cities 
and counties of their intention to adopt the GSP, pursuant to California Water Code § 10728.4. 

2.1 NOTICE TO CITIES AND COUNTIES 

SGMA (as chaptered in California Water Code § 10728.4) requires that: 

A groundwater sustainability agency may adopt or amend a groundwater sustainability 
plan after a public hearing, held at least 90 days after providing notice to a city or county 
within the area of the proposed plan or amendment. The groundwater sustainability 
agency shall review and consider comments from any city or county that receives notice 
pursuant to this section and shall consult with a city or county that requests consultation 
within 30 days of receipt of the notice. Nothing in this section is intended to preclude an 
agency and a city or county from otherwise consulting or commenting regarding the 
adoption or amendment of a plan. 

Pursuant to these regulations, the GSAs notified cities and counties within the GSP area of its 
intention to adopt the GSP at least 90 days before adoption of the Final GSP. This notification 
included a letter sent to the Counties of Stanislaus and Merced and the Cities of Turlock, Modesto, 
Hughson, Ceres, and Waterford on September 10, 2021. As a courtesy, the GSAs also provided 
notice to the following groundwater-related agencies on September 28 and 29, 2021: 

Ballico-Cortez Water District 
Delhi County Water District 

Eastside Water District 
Hilmar County Water District 

Merced Irrigation District 
Turlock Irrigation District 

Ballico Community Services District 
Denair Community Services District 
Keyes Community Services District 

Monterey Tract Community Services District 
Riverdale Park Tract Community Services District 

Stanislaus and Tuolumne Rivers Groundwater 
Basin Association 

Merced Subbasin GSP c/o Merced Irrigation District 
Delta-Mendota Subbasin GSP c/o San Luis & Delta-

Mendota Water Authority 
LAFCo of Merced County 

Ceres Public Library 
Delhi Educational Park Community Library 

Denair Public Library 
Hilmar Public Library 

Hughson Public Library 
Keyes Public Library 

Merced County Library 
Stanislaus County Library 

Turlock Public Library 
Delhi Municipal Advisory Council 

Denair Municipal Advisory Council 
Hickman Municipal Advisory Council 
Hilmar Municipal Advisory Council 
Keyes Municipal Advisory Council 

Snelling Municipal Advisory Council 
South Modesto Municipal Advisory Council 

Stanislaus Local Agency Formation Commission  

The notices to cities, counties, and agencies are provided in Attachment A. 
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In addition to the notices, ETS and WTS GSA member agencies distributed information about the 
GSP to their customers and constituents.  

2.1.1 Tribal Outreach Summary 

The GSAs contacted the California Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) to locate any 
Tribes that might exist within the Subbasin’s boundaries. The NAHC indicated that no Tribes are 
present within the Subbasin’s boundaries and provided a list of Tribes in the surrounding areas. 
GSA consultants contacted the Tribes on this list to inform them of the GSP development effort 
and to invite comments on the Draft GSP.  

Amah Mutsun Tribal Band* 
Calaveras Band of Mi-Wuk Indians 

California Valley Miwok Tribe* 
Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians* 

The Confederated Villages of Lisjan 
Dumna Wo-Wah Tribal Government 

Muwekma Ohlone Indian Tribe of the SF Bay Area 
Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribe 

North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians 
North Valley Yokuts Tribe 

Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians* 
Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe* 

Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation 
Tule River Indian Tribe 

Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians 
Sheep Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of CA 

Tamien Nation 
Wilton Rancheria 

Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom Valley Band  

*Tribes denoted with an asterisk requested follow-up information on GSP development. 

The GSAs did not receive requests for consultation, though several Tribes in the extended area 
(denoted with an asterisk) requested follow-up information. The GSAs will continue to engage 
interested Tribes through GSP implementation. 

2.2 DRAFT GSP RELEASE AND PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

The Joint GSA Board authorized the release of the Draft GSP in stages, by chapter. The chapter 
release schedule is detailed in Table 1. 

Table 1. Chapter Release Schedule 

Draft GSP Chapter 
Chapter Release 
Date 

Comments 
Requested By 

Chapter 1: Administrative Information July 8, 2021 September 1, 2021 

Chapter 2: Plan Area July 8, 2021 September 1, 2021 

Chapter 4: Basin Setting July 8, 2021 September 1, 2021 

Chapter 3: Notice and Communication November 15, 2021 December 15, 2021 

Chapter 5: Water Budgets August 30, 2021 September 30, 2021 

Chapter 6: Sustainable Management Criteria October 19, 2021 November 19, 2021 

Chapter 7: Monitoring Networks October 19, 2021 November 19, 2021 

Chapter 8: Projects and Management Actions November 15, 2021 December 15, 2021 

Chapter 9: Implementation Support Activities November 15, 2021 December 15, 2021 
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The GSA notified interested parties and members of the public of the Draft GSP chapter releases 
and public comment periods through posting on the Turlock Groundwater website and through 
emails sent through the interested parties list.  

Each chapter of the Draft GSP was available for public review on the Turlock Groundwater 
website for a minimum of 30 days. Although the GSAs provided “comments requested by” dates 
for the earlier chapter releases, they accepted public comments on all sections of the GSP through 
December 15, 2021. Comments received after that date were noted and considered, even if such 
comments did not result in substantive changes to the GSP. 

Members of the public were provided three methods to submit comment on the Draft GSP: 

1. Using the www.turlockgroundwater.org webform. 

2. Via electronic mail to turlockgroundwater@gmail.com. 

3. Via USPS mail to Turlock Subbasin GSP Comments c/o Turlock Irrigation District, PO 
Box 949 Turlock, CA 95381-0949. 

2.3 PUBLIC AND STAKEHOLDER INPUT ON DRAFT GSP CHAPTERS 

The GSAs solicited input on the Draft GSP from stakeholders and members of the public through 
public meetings of the ETS and WTS Technical Advisory Committees (TACs) and Boards as well 
as through virtual “Groundwater Office Hours.” The WTS and ETS TACs are composed of twelve 
and five member agencies, respectively, which represent beneficial users of groundwater in the 
basin. The GSA TACs were supported by an Ad-Hoc Planning Committee, composed of members 
of the GSAs, which supported GSP review and development and prepared materials for TAC and 
Board meetings. The Ad-Hoc and the TACs were actively involved in developing and providing 
input on the Draft GSP and worked to advise the two GSA Boards. Members of the public had 
the opportunity to provide comments on Draft GSP chapters during public GSA Board meetings 
and TAC meetings.   

The GSAs held multiple virtual Groundwater Office Hours during GSP development, four of 
which covered the draft chapter contents and comment solicitation (September 2, September 
16, October 28, and November 18, 2021). These Office Hours included presentations on the 
latest Draft GSP chapters and included time for questions and answers with members of the 
public. The Office Hours were noticed via multiple emails to the GSAs’ Interested Parties 
Database, though posts on social media, and updates to the Turlock Groundwater website 
calendar. 

The GSAs also hosted an in-person meeting in Delhi in collaboration with the Leadership 
Counsel for Justice & Accountability on December 1, 2021. The event engaged members of the 
Spanish-speaking community of Delhi on the topic of their water-related concerns and the 
material in the GSP. The meeting was conducted with simultaneous Spanish interpretation. The 
Leadership Counsel for Justice & Accountability conducted targeted outreach for the event.   
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Members of the public also had the ability to participate in several workshops prior to the 
release of the Draft GSP. For information about these events, visit: 
https://turlockgroundwater.org/workshops  

3.0 SUBMITTED COMMENTS 

The GSAs received 14 comment letters on the Draft GSP during the public comment period. Two 
letters were submitted by individual contributors. Twelve letters were submitted from 
organizations representing beneficial uses and/or users of groundwater in the region, including 
federal agencies, local water agencies, trade organizations, agricultural users, and non-
governmental organizations representing environmental and domestic users of groundwater. 
Table 2, shown below, provides the list of comments that were received on the Draft GSP, 
organized chronologically in the order they were received. Copies of the comment letters are 
provided in Attachment B to this Summary. 

Table 2. Submitted Comments 

Commenter or Agency Name Commenter Type 
Date Comment 
was Received 

Leadership Counsel for Justice & Accountability 
Non-Governmental 
Organization 

8/26/2021, 
11/19/2021, and 
12/15/2021 

Eastside Water District Water Agency 9/20/2021 

National Marine Fisheries Service Federal Agency 9/29/2021 

Restore Hetch Hetchy 
Non-Governmental 
Organization 

9/30/2021 

Tuolumne River Conservancy 
Non-Governmental 
Organization 

10/20/2021 and 
12/13/2021 

Milt Trieweiler Individual Commenter 12/11/2021 

California Poultry Federation Trade Organization 12/13/2021 

Coalition letter from Clean Water Action, Union 
of Concerned Scientists, Audubon California, 
Local Government Commission, and The 
Nature Conservancy 

Non-Governmental 
Organizations 

12/15/2021 

Rhett Calkins Individual Commenter 12/15/2021 

Coalition letter from Tuolumne River Trust and 
California Sportfishing Protection Alliance 

Non-Governmental 
Organizations 

12/15/2021 

South Valley Farms Agricultural User 
Postmarked 
12/16/2021 
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4.0 COMMENT REVIEW AND RESPONSE 

This section describes the process and tools the GSAs used to review and respond to comments 
on the Draft GSP. Following the close of the public comment period on December 15, 2021, the 
GSAs reviewed each comment letter to identify individual comments on the Draft GSP. To 
organize and manage the review of issue-specific comments, staff created a database, or matrix, 
that allowed for an organized approach to responding to comments. This comment management 
approach is described below. 

4.1  COMMENT MANAGEMENT 

This subsection describes the process the GSAs used to categorize each of the comment letters 
received on the Draft GSP and identify issue-specific comments for review and response. Of the 
14 letters received, a total of 110 issue-specific comments applicable to the Draft GSP were 
identified. Each comment was entered into the database referred to as the Turlock GSP Comment 
and Comment Response Matrix (Matrix). Staff from both GSAs then used the Matrix to identify 
potential changes to the GSP and develop comment responses. Table 3 describes the types of 
information included in the Matrix. A copy of the completed Matrix is provided in Attachment C 
to this Summary. 

Table 3. Turlock Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Comment and Comment 
Response Matrix Columns 

Matrix Column Column Description 

Author 
Name of agency or organization that signed or submitted the comment 
letter. 

Location in GSP  The location in the Draft GSP the comment refers to, if cited. 

Comment Copies of the comment text directly from the comment letter. 

Response/Recommended 
Action 

Response or recommended action to address the comment. 

Key: 
GSP = Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

Note that the Leadership Counsel for Justice & Accountability submitted three comment letters. 
The contents of the first two letters are included and elaborated upon in their third and final letter. 
To ensure consistency of response, the Matrix only includes comments and responses from the 
third letter.  

4.2 REVIEW AND RESPONSE  

This subsection describes the approach and process GSAs and consultant staff used to review, 
respond to, and address comments received on the Draft GSP and approval of amendments to 
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the Draft GSP. This review and response process included preparation of draft multiple comment 
responses, multiple meetings of the Ad-Hoc Committee, a joint meeting of the ETS and WTS 
TACs, and two joint meetings of the ETS and WTS Boards. These meetings are described in the 
following subsections. 

4.2.1 Comment Response Development 

After the comments were sorted into the Matrix, GSA staff and consultants prepared unique 
draft responses to the public comments. This process was facilitated through meetings of the 
Ad-Hoc Planning Committee. 

4.2.2 Comment Response Workshops 

On December 15, 2021, the ETS and WTS GSA Boards met jointly in a publicly noticed session 
to receive a presentation on the public comment letters received to-date, which included 13 of the 
14 letters. GSA staff and consultants shared an overview of the types of comments received, 
introduced the comment response management process, and informed the Boards of how the 
GSP would be updated. The Joint Board meeting included a period for comments from the Boards 
and members of the public. No comments were received. 

On January 4, 2022, the ETS and WTS TACs met jointly in a publicly noticed meeting to review 
and approve the comment responses and changes to the GSP. Edits fell into the following major 
topic areas: 

 Environmental benefits to projects 

 Water quality monitoring network details 

 Monitoring network improvement clarifications, specifically related to the budget 

Public comments fell into the following major topics areas: 

 Impacts of groundwater levels/ quality/ monitoring on domestic wells 

 Interconnected surface water and streamflow habitat/ depletions/ mapping 

 Groundwater dependent ecosystems analysis 

 Sustainable management criteria- water levels, quality, interconnected surface waters 

 Land use policies/ future development (overdraft) 

 Climate change analysis 

 Disadvantaged communities, drinking water, human right to water, and outreach 

 Projects/ Management Actions and funding considerations 
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Both TACs unanimously voted to accept the proposed comment responses and edits to the GSP. 
The TACs recommended to the Joint Board to adopt the Final GSP at its January 6, 2022 meeting. 

4.2.3 Public Hearing 

On January 6, 2022, the Joint GSA Board held a publicly noticed public hearing for adoption of 
the GSP. Table 4 provides a summary of comments provided during the public comment period 
of the hearing. The table provides the commenter’s name and affiliation as well as the comment 
provided. This meeting was recorded and posted to the Turlock Groundwater website. Members 
of the public will be able to further comment and provide feedback on the GSP during DWR’s 
established comment period under California Water Code § 10733.4. The GSAs will continue to 
track written comments provided to DWR.  

Table 4. Public Comments Received during the Public Hearing to Adopt 
Commenter 
Name and 
Affiliation 

Comment Provided 

Rhett Calkins, 
Public Member 

Rhett Calkins noted that it has recently come to the public’s attention water basin accounting 
structure discussions are underway between the East and West GSAs. According to a document 
included in the 11/15 special meeting agenda packet, the East and West GSAs have been in 
conversations about groundwater accounting for several months. Rhett noted that this is the first 
public indication that such collaboration is underway. He noted that much is at stake for the 
public; specifically, the State’s Bay Delta Water Plan may reduce surface water use by as much 
as 40%. He noted that this may also affect the implementation of the Stanislaus Regional Water 
Surface Supply Project.  

Rhett requests documentation of discussions about water basin accounting as well as any draft 
documents that have been developed on draft structures be made accessible to the public on 
the website in a “working documents” section that is easy for the public to locate. 

Nataly 
Escobedo 
Garcia, 
Leadership 
Counsel for 
Justice and 
Accountability 

Nataly Escobedo Garcia shared that Leadership Council are encouraged that Chapter 2 has 
been amended to identify disadvantaged communities, community water systems, and private 
well communities, but noted that the GSP does not discuss past or current drinking water issues 
in the subbasin. Additionally, the GSP does not analyze all drinking water contaminants and 
does not provide an explanation for why these contaminants are omitted from the analysis.  

Secondly, Leadership Counsel finds the description of the water budget and the supporting data 
and assumptions provided in Chapter 5 to be incomplete. It is unclear if or how water demands 
from rural, domestic water users or small community water systems are included in the budgets 
presented. 

Third, while the sustainability goals include several admirable goals, there is a gap when it 
comes to safe drinking water for existing residents. 

Fourth, Chapter 6 should identify manganese and TCP as existing contaminants of concern. 

Lastly, the GSAs must consider the interests of all beneficial users, including domestic well 
owners and disadvantaged communities and avoid disparate impacts on protected groups. The 
GSP must also concretely outline how each objective and the overall sustainability goal will be 
achieved. The projects and management actions set forth in the GSP do not adequately account 
for drinking water users or protected groups and do not demonstrate how the sustainability goals 
will be achieved. 

Nataly Escobedo Garcia referred the GSAs to the Leadership Counsel’s public comment letter 
for recommendations on how the GSP can be amended according to these comments. 
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Attachment B – Comment Letters Received on Draft 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan 
 
 
 
 


























































































