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3.2.6 Depletions of Interconnected Surface Water —
Undesirable Results

Under SGMA, depletions of surface waters interconnected with groundwater in the OVGB that
have significant and adverse impacts on beneficial uses of surface waters constitute an undesirable
result (CWC Section 10721(x)(6)). As discussed in Chapter 2, Section 2.3.4.6, Groundwater—
Surface Water Connections, the interaction between groundwater and surface water within the
OVGB is currently being studied. Available data indicate the primary production aquifer in the
southern and western portion of the OVGB is confined and separated from the shallow perched
aquifer. The shallow perched aquifer is in hydraulic connection with surface water of San Antonio
Creek. However, available stream gauge and shallow monitoring well data are limited in temporal
resolution (i.e., short length of record and/or coarse measurement interval) and additional data are
needed to quantify the degree of stream-aquifer connectivity. Monitoring of groundwater levels
and stream discharge and stage, as well as field investigations to assess the degree of
interconnection between surface water and groundwater are warranted and ongoing.

As discussed in Chapter 2, Section 2.3.4.7, Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems, 12 priority
potential groundwater dependent ecosystems that could be impacted by groundwater production
were identified in the OVGB. The habitats consist of coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia); riparian
mixed hardwood; willow (Salix spp.); valley oak (Quercus lobata); riversidean alluvial scrub;
palustrine, scrub-shrub, seasonally flooded; and riverine, unknown perennial, unconsolidated
bottom, semi-permanently flooded vegetation and wetland communities located near or along the
bed and bank of the perennial reach of San Antonio Creek. Because available information suggests
a potential nexus between the health of the mapped potential GDEs and groundwater levels, field
studies to verify dependence on groundwater are warranted. Undesirable results with respect to
depletions of interconnected surface water would be considered significant and unreasonable if
such depletions cause a decline or permanent loss of identified GDEs.

The steps that will be taken to fill data gaps and support development of minimum thresholds and
measurable objectives as they relate to depletion of interconnected surface water and GDEs are
discussed in Section 3.5.7.2, Identification of Data Gaps.

3.3 MINIMUM THRESHOLDS

A minimum threshold refers to a numeric value for each sustainability indicator used to define
undesirable results (Title 23 CCR Section 351(t)). A GSP must establish minimum thresholds
that quantify groundwater conditions for each applicable sustainability indicator at each
monitoring site or representative monitoring site. The numeric value used to define minimum

thresholds shall represent a point in the basin that, if exceeded, may cause undesirable results
(Title 23 CCR Section 354.28(a)).
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A GSA may establish a representative minimum threshold for groundwater elevation to serve as
the value for multiple sustainability indicators, where the GSA can demonstrate the
representative value is a reasonable proxy for multiple individual minimum thresholds as
supported by adequate evidence (Title 23 CCR Section 354.28(d)). Minimum thresholds are not
required for sustainability indicators that are not present and not likely to occur in the OVGB
(Title 23 CCR Section 354.28(e)).

Per Title 23 CCR Section 354.28(b), the description of minimum thresholds shall include the following:

1. The information and criteria relied upon to establish and justify the minimum
thresholds for each sustainability indicator. The justification for the minimum
threshold shall be supported by information provided in the basin setting, and
other data or models as appropriate, and qualified by uncertainty in the
understanding of the basin setting.

2. The relationship between the minimum thresholds for each sustainability
indicator, including an explanation of how the Agency has determined that
basin conditions at each minimum threshold will avoid undesirable results for
each of the sustainability indicators.

3. How minimum thresholds have been selected to avoid causing undesirable
results in adjacent basins or affecting the ability of adjacent basins to achieve
sustainability goals.

4. How minimum thresholds may affect the interests of beneficial uses and users
of groundwater or land uses and property interests.

5. How state, federal, or local standards relate to the relevant sustainability
indicator. If the minimum threshold differs from other regulatory standards, the
Agency shall explain the nature of and basis for the difference.

6. How each minimum threshold will be quantitatively measured, consistent with
the monitoring network requirements described in [the GSP Regulations].

The following sections address minimum thresholds for each sustainability indicator.

3.3.1  Chronic Lowering of Groundwater Levels -
Minimum Thresholds

3.3.1.1 Minimum Threshold Justification

The GSP regulations provide that the “minimum threshold for chronic lowering of groundwater
levels shall be the groundwater level indicating a depletion of supply at a given location that may
lead to undesirable results™ (Title 23 CCR Section 354.28(c)(2)).
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Chronic lowering of groundwater levels in the OVGB, as discussed in Section 3.2.1, Chronic
Lowering of Groundwater Levels — Undesirable Results, cause significant and unreasonable
declines if they are sufficient in magnitude to lower the rate of production of existing groundwater
wells below that necessary to meet the minimum required to support the overlying beneficial uses,
where alternative means of obtaining sufficient groundwater resources or local surface water
resources from Lake Casitas are not technically or financially feasible for the well owner to absorb,
either independently or with assistance from the OBGMA, or other available assistance/grant
program(s). Therefore, groundwater elevations will be managed to ensure the aquifers in the
OVGB are not depleted in a manner that causes significant and unreasonable impacts to other
sustainability indicators.

Maintaining groundwater levels above recorded historical low static levels at RMPs during multi-
year drought conditions was selected as the minimum desired threshold for groundwater elevations
that would be protective of beneficial uses in the OVGB. These minimum thresholds would be
protective of all potable and non-potable beneficial uses because undesirable results have not
historically occurred at these levels.

The minimum thresholds for chronic lowering of groundwater levels are also intended to protect
against significant and unreasonable impacts to groundwater storage volumes and groundwater
quality. The development of the minimum thresholds for chronic lowering of groundwater levels
included review of the hydrogeologic conceptual model, climate, current and historical
groundwater conditions including groundwater level trends and groundwater quality, land
subsidence data, interconnected surface water and the water budget as discussed in Chapter 2, Plan
Area and Basin Setting.

As previously discussed, the climate in the OVGB is both highly variable and has a decadal periodicity
(Chapter 2, Section 2.2.3.1, Precipitation). Further, applying DWR change factors for projected
climate conditions in 2030 and 2070 to the historical precipitation record for the Ojai station (Station
No. USC00046399) from water year 1916 to 2019 indicates the number of extreme wet and dry water
years is predicted to increase. Historical precipitation data from the Ojai station indicates that the
period from water year 2012 to 2016 was the driest consecutive five-year period on record. During
this time, groundwater elevations in the OVGB approached historical lows (Figure 2-19,
Hydrographs for Select Wells and Appendix D, Groundwater Level Hydrographs). Well
04N22WO0S5L008S located in the central part of the OVGB has the longest and most continuous
groundwater elevation record spanning from October 1949 to present. The lowest groundwater
level recorded in well 04N22WO05L008S was approximately 312 feet below ground surface (bgs)
in September 1951. In December 2016 the groundwater level in well 04N22WO05L008S reached a
low of 287 feet bgs, which is approximately 25 feet higher, or approximately 10% less, than the
September 1951 historical low. Assuming a repeat of historical climate conditions, the record low
static groundwater levels measured at RMPs during the 2012 to 2016 drought, with a 10% buffer
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applied to correct for the OVGB record low groundwater level as measured in well 04N22W05L008S
in September 1951, are established as the minimum thresholds to avoid the undesirable results of
chronic lowering of groundwater levels.

The minimum thresholds represent groundwater elevations in the OVGB that, if exceeded at multiple
wells for a duration of greater than one year, may cause undesirable results. The one year criterion is
based on the rapid recovery of groundwater levels and groundwater in storage observed in average and
wet water years. The one year period also provides the OBGMA sufficient time to implement
management actions to reduce groundwater extraction and conserve groundwater supplies.
Groundwater level minimum thresholds at RMPs are presented in Figure 3-1, Historical Groundwater
Levels and Minimum Thresholds at Representative Monitoring Points and Table 3-2, Minimum
Thresholds for Groundwater Levels. Table 3-2 also provides the well use, well depth, top of screen,
bottom of screen, and surface elevation. The locations of the RMPs are shown in Figure 3-2,
Representative Monitoring Points.

Table 3-2
Minimum Thresholds for Groundwater Levels

Reference
Well Top of Bottom Point Minimum Minimum
Depth | Screen | of Screen | Elevation | Threshold | Threshold
Well Name SWN WellUse | (feet) | (feetbgs) | (feet bgs) | (feetamsl) | (feetbgs) | (feet amsl)
Elrod Well 04N22WO0 | Agricultural | 632 236 620 879.00a 315.8 576.3
5L003S
Topa Topa 04N22WO0 | Agricultural | 970 102 920 1,045.50° 129.6 915.9
Ranch Well 4Q001S
No. 5
Lagomarsino 04N22WO0 | Agricultural | 454 105 415 847.002 TBD TBD
Well 6E006S
Hansen Well 04N23WO0 | Agricultural | 400¢ 250 400 784.502 217.0 567.5
1J003S
Mutual Well 4 04N22W0 | Municipal 600 150 580 801.800 2453 556.5
6K003S
SACSGRP 05N22W3 | Monitoring 210 190 210 976.00p 204.4 771.6
DDMW 2P003S
Notes: SWN = state well number; bgs = below ground surface; amsl = mean sea level; — = not available; TBD = To be Determined.

a  Estimated elevation of ground surface based on Google Earth. Well reference point and ground surface elevation will be surveyed in future.
b Well reference point elevation as reported by Ventura County Watershed Protection District (Dorrington pers. comm.).
¢ Total well depth and screen interval are approximate. Well needs to be video surveyed to confirm depth and screen interval(s).

Since February 2017 the OBGMA has monitored groundwater levels in the Elrod Well using a
pressure transducer and data logger. The Elrod Well is located approximately 640 feet west of well
04N22WO05L008S. The Elrod Well is at an elevation of approximately 879 feet amsl and well
04N22WO05L008S is at an elevation of approximately 892 feet. The Elrod Well and well
04N22WO05L008S are completed in the same aquifer and groundwater level data from the wells
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exhibit a similar trend. Due to reported access issues at well 04N22WO0S5L008S that prevent
installation of a pressure transducer and data logger, the Elrod Well was selected as a representative
monitoring point. The minimum threshold established at the Elrod Well is based on the historical
groundwater level record of well 04N22WO05L008S, and accounts for the difference in land surface
elevation of approximately 13 feet between the two wells.

The OBGMA will evaluate the minimum thresholds and measurable objectives at least every 5
years based on the preceding GSP implementation period climate and measured groundwater
extractions to determine the likelihood that the GSP will maintain the sustainability goal. The
OBGMA will revisit minimum thresholds and/or evaluate implementation of identified PMAs if
the minimum thresholds in Table 3-2 are exceeded. Furthermore, RMPs could be added or replaced
for the purpose of minimum threshold compliance monitoring as new data become available.
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3.3.1.2 Relationship between Minimum Thresholds and Sustainability Indicator(s)

a. Relationship between the established minimum thresholds and the Chronic Lowering of
Groundwater Sustainability Indicator

The wells described in Table 3-2 are in locations that reflect a wide cross section of OVGB
conditions. These locations are representative of overall OVGB conditions because they
are spatially distributed throughout the OVGB both vertically (across aquifers) and
laterally. The OBGMA has determined that maintenance of groundwater elevations above
the minimum elevation thresholds at each of the listed monitoring site locations will help
avoid the undesirable results of chronic lowering of groundwater levels, because it will
minimize the chance that access to adequate water resources for beneficial users within the
OVGB will be compromised.

b. Relationship between the established minimum thresholds and the other sustainability
indicators applicable to the OVGB.

Use of groundwater elevations at the wells outlined in Table 3-2, are appropriate minimum
thresholds for the following sustainability indicators: reduction of groundwater storage and
degraded groundwater quality. Lowering groundwater levels can reasonably be considered
a proxy for decreases in groundwater in storage. The relationship between chronic lowering
of groundwater levels and degraded groundwater quality is not direct, but deeper
groundwater may be the source of elevated chloride concentrations. Chronic lowering of
groundwater levels may, therefore, result in the need to treat groundwater for municipal
and domestic uses.

3.3.1.3 Minimum Threshold Impacts to Adjacent Basins

As described in the water budget in Chapter 2, Section 2.4.4.4, Subsurface Outflow, subsurface
outflow from the OVGB is minor (estimated at 90 AFY). The eastern and western boundaries of
the OVGB correspond to recognized bedrock highs that limit groundwater exchange flow between
the Ojai Valley Basin and adjacent basins (DWR 2004; Kear 2005). Thus, the minimum threshold
of groundwater elevations selected to prevent chronic lowering of groundwater levels and to avoid
triggering the other three applicable sustainability indicators in the OVGB are not expected to
cause undesirable results in adjacent basins or adversely affect the ability of adjacent basins to
achieve sustainability goals.

3.3.1.4 Minimum Threshold Impact on Beneficial Uses

Beneficial uses and users of groundwater in the OVGB are discussed above and in in Chapter 2,
Section 2.1.4, Beneficial Uses and Users, and generally include three primary sets of pumpers:
agriculture, municipal, and industrial. Other OVGB pumpers include small water systems and de-
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minimis users. The minimum thresholds developed represent groundwater elevations in the OVGB
that, if exceeded, may cause undesirable results (Title 23 CCR Section 354.28(a)). It is expected
that, if groundwater elevations fall below the established minimum thresholds, water supplies
available to beneficial uses and users in the OVGB will be limited or challenging to produce, and
significant and unreasonable degradation of groundwater quality and other adverse impacts to
sustainability indicators may occur.

3.3.1.5 Comparison between Minimum Threshold and Relevant State, Federal,
or Local Standards

The OBGMA is not aware of any other state, federal, or local standards specific to lowering of
groundwater levels in the OVGB. The California Environmental Quality Act (Guidelines
Appendix G) has a requirement to examine whether a program or project would “substantially
deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater recharge such that there
would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local groundwater table level (e.g.,
the production rate of existing nearby wells would drop to a level which would not support existing
land uses or planned uses for which permits have been granted).” The minimum thresholds
established in this GSP quantify the meaning of this requirement in the local context of the OVGB.
In 2019, the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research released an update to the CEQA
Guidelines that included a new requirement to analyze projects for their compliance with adopted
GSPs. Specifically, the new applicable significance criteria include the following:

e Would the program or project substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that the project may impede sustainable
groundwater management of the basin?

e Would the program or project conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality
control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan?

Therefore, land use plans and projects subject to CEQA will be required to evaluate their impacts
on groundwater based on the sustainable management criteria established in this GSP.

There are no quantitative local standards that define or limit specific groundwater elevations or
amount of allowable groundwater level decline. As described in Chapter 2, Section 2.1.2.4,
Regulatory Programs, the County of Ventura (County) has however taken action to protect
groundwater resources by passing Ordinance No. 4468 prohibiting the construction of new wells
or modification or repair of existing wells within groundwater basins designated as high or medium
priority until GSAs are formed, and have adopted and submitted to DWR a GSP or alternative
plan. Additionally, as further described in Chapter 2, Section 2.1.3.2, General Plans, the County
recently updated the County’s general plan. Although the Ventura County 2040 General Plan
(VCPD 2020) does not set local quantitative standards with respect to the sustainability indicators,
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the County’s general plan encourages the sustainable management of groundwater resources and
supports GSAs in the implementation of GSPs. Following adoption of this GSP, this GSP may be
incorporated by reference within future general plan and/or community plan updates.

3.3.1.6 Minimum Threshold Measurement Method

The static groundwater level will be measured at each RMP at least two times per year to evaluate
groundwater elevation trends at anticipated seasonal low and seasonal high groundwater
conditions. All measurements will comply with a forthcoming Sampling and Analysis Plan (SAP)
and Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) (Chapter 4, Project and Management Actions). The
monitoring network is described in further detail in Section 3.5, Monitoring Network.

3.3.2 Reduction of Groundwater in Storage — Minimum Thresholds

3.3.21 Minimum Threshold Justification

Reduction of groundwater in storage in the OVGB as discussed in Section 3.2.2, Reduction of
Groundwater Storage — Undesirable Results, is significant and unreasonable if it is sufficient in
magnitude to lower the rate of production of active groundwater wells below the minimum
required to support the overlying beneficial uses, where an alternative means of obtaining
sufficient groundwater resources or local surface water resources from Lake Casitas are not
technically or financially feasible for the well owner to absorb, either independently or with
assistance from the OBGMA, or other available assistance/grant program(s).

Significant and unreasonable reduction of groundwater in storage could occur if there were a long-
term deficit in the groundwater budget. As discussed above and described in Chapter 2, Section
2.4.3, Change in Annual Volume of Groundwater in Storage, results of the OBGM indicate that
overall groundwater outflow from the OVGB is roughly balanced by inflow. During the period
from water year 1971 through 2019, results from the OBGM indicate that groundwater in storage
in the OVGB declined at an average rate of approximately 15 AFY; this resulted in a total
cumulative loss in storage of approximately 750 AF, which is within the predictive uncertainty of
the numerical model (Chapter 2, Section 2.4.4, Quantification of Current, Historical, and Projected
Water Budgets). The historical low volume of groundwater in storage, based on static springtime
groundwater levels, was estimated to be 41,310 AF in 2016 (OBGMA 2018), and based on OBGM
simulations, was 59,049 AF in 2016.

Based on observed OVGB conditions and results of the OBGM, significant and unreasonable
reduction of groundwater in storage has not occurred historically and is not currently occurring.
The chronic lowering of groundwater levels minimum thresholds will be used as a proxy for
evaluation of groundwater in storage. To ensure the GSP’s sustainability goal is maintained, the
OBGMA will evaluate current groundwater storage compared to minimum thresholds and
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measurable objectives, at least annually. If necessary, the OBGMA will evaluate additional PMAs
if the minimum thresholds are exceeded, or the measurable objectives are not being achieved.

3.3.2.2 Relationship between Minimum Threshold and
Sustainability Indicator(s)

The minimum thresholds for reduction of groundwater in storage are related to the other applicable
sustainability indicators, including chronic lowering of groundwater levels and degraded
groundwater quality. The minimum thresholds for reduction of groundwater in storage, which are
directly correlated with the minimum thresholds for chronic lowering of groundwater levels, will
protect the OVGB from conditions that could lead to overdraft and associated undesirable results.
Maintaining groundwater levels above minimum thresholds at RMPs will ensure groundwater in
storage and groundwater quality continue to be suitable for beneficial use throughout the OVGB.

3.3.2.3 Minimum Threshold Impacts to Adjacent Basins

As described in Section 3.3.1, Chronic Lowering of Groundwater Levels — Minimum Threshold,
the minimum threshold selected for reduction of storage avoids causing undesirable results in
adjacent basins or affecting the ability of adjacent basins to achieve sustainability goals.

3.3.2.4 Minimum Threshold Impact on Beneficial Uses

The minimum thresholds will maintain the groundwater supply for beneficial uses and users in the
OVGB as discussed in Section 3.3.1, Chronic Lowering of Groundwater Levels — Minimum
Threshold. The minimum threshold impact on beneficial uses for both chronic lowering of
groundwater levels and reduction of groundwater storage is the same.

3.3.2.5 Comparison between Minimum Threshold and Relevant State, Federal,
or Local Standards

The comparison between minimum threshold and relevant state, federal, or local standards is
generally the same as previously discussed for Section 3.3.1, Chronic Lowering of Groundwater
Levels — Minimum Threshold.

3.3.2.6 Minimum Threshold Measurement Method

Reduction in groundwater storage is not a parameter that can be directly measured; rather, change
in storage will be regularly estimated based on either the OVGB water budget or monitoring results
derived from analysis of groundwater elevations and aquifer properties. To monitor the changes
in storage to the OVGB, the generalized water budget equation is as follows:

Sum of inflows - Sum of outflows = Change in storage
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The water budget is an accounting framework used to quantify all inflows and outflows from the
OVGB over a given period of time, with the difference equating to the change in storage. The
OBGM is used to estimate the water budget. The simulated water budget included water inputs
from underflow, infiltrating rainfall, applied irrigation, and infiltrating surface water flows in
creeks (i.e., losing streams); the water outputs included evapotranspiration, pumping, and
subsurface flow out of the OVGB. The water budget developed using the DBS&A model is an
important tool to manage water resources and will be updated at least every 5 years to document
progress toward maintaining OVGB sustainability.

Change in groundwater storage will be estimated annually based on change in groundwater
elevations. This involves documenting change in measured groundwater elevations at all
monitoring network wells in the OVGB over a given period of time. The groundwater elevation
change is then multiplied by the overlying OVGB area and estimated specific yield of the aquifer
sediments to determine the change in groundwater storage. Changes in storage in the OVGB are
determined from the generalized groundwater elevation and aquifer properties equation:

Overlying Area x (GWEw - GWE1) x Specific Yield = Change in Storage

Where:
GWEw= the groundwater elevation at time zero (e.g., spring 2021)
GWEu = the groundwater elevation after time zero (e.g., spring 2022)

Groundwater elevation surfaces will be created from measured groundwater elevation data using
a geographic information system (GIS) for specific time periods (e.g., Spring 2021 and Spring
2022). Each surface represents a specific elevation of the groundwater table. The difference
between the two surfaces multiplied by the surface area of the OVGB represents the change in
saturated volume of aquifer material between the two periods. This difference will be calculated
using GIS and multiplied by the specific yield to estimate the change in groundwater storage. The
reduction in groundwater storage will be calculated annually and reported by the OBGMA to
document groundwater conditions with respect to the sustainability goal.

Reduction of groundwater in storage will be monitored using routine groundwater level
measurements. Additionally, the hydrogeologic properties of the aquifer will be updated as
additional pump test data becomes available.

3.3.3 Seawater Intrusion — Minimum Thresholds

As described in Section 3.2.3, Seawater Intrusion — Undesirable Results, seawater intrusion is not
an applicable undesirable result in the OVGB, and a minimum threshold is not warranted.
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3.3.4 Degraded Water Quality — Minimum Thresholds

Degraded groundwater quality in the OVGB, as discussed in Section 3.2.4, Degraded Water
Quality — Undesirable Results, is significant and unreasonable if it is sufficient in magnitude to
affect use of existing groundwater wells such that the groundwater quality precludes the use of
groundwater to support the overlying beneficial uses, and that alternative means of obtaining
sufficient water resources are not technically or financially feasible. For municipal and domestic
wells, this means groundwater quality that meets potable drinking water standards specified in
Title 22 of the CCR. For non-potable production wells, groundwater quality should generally be
suitable for agricultural and industrial use. The drinking water standards specified in Title 22 of
the CCR are established as the minimum thresholds for degraded groundwater quality for potable
supply wells, provided there is a nexus between groundwater extraction and groundwater quality
impairment. A summary of the drinking water standards specified in Title 22 of the CCR for the
primary groundwater quality COCs in the OVGB are provided in Table 3-3.

Table 3-3
Degraded Groundwater Quality Minimum Thresholds for
Identified Constituents of Concern

Constituent (mg/L)
TDSe Sulfatez Chloride2 Boron® Nitrate (as N)° Irond Manganese?
1,000 500 500 1 10 0.3 0.05

Source: Title 22 CCR.
Notes: mg/L = milligrams per liter; TDS = total dissolved solids; N = nitrogen.
Secondary maximum contaminant level (MCL) consumer acceptance contaminant level upper limit.
b State notification level (NL).
¢ Primary MCL.
d  Secondary MCL.

To ensure the GSP’s sustainability goal is maintained, the OBGMA will evaluate the minimum
thresholds and measurable objective at least every 5 years. If necessary, the OBGMA will evaluate
additional PMAs if the minimum thresholds are exceeded or the measurable objectives are not
being achieved.

3.3.4.1 Minimum Threshold Justification

The minimum threshold for degraded groundwater quality is protective of existing and potential
beneficial uses and users in the OVGB. Alternative means of addressing degraded groundwater
quality such as wellhead treatment may also be technically and financially achievable.
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3.3.4.2 Relationship between Minimum Threshold and Sustainability Indicator(s)

Degraded groundwater quality is related to the sustainability indicators: chronic lowering of
groundwater levels and reduction of groundwater in storage. As groundwater levels decline and
storage decreases there exists the potential for increased concentration of COCs as a result of
poorer groundwater quality identified in deeper aquifers of the OVGB. Additionally, degradation
of groundwater quality is associated with irrigation return flow and septic recharge that has
percolated to the aquifer and has the potential to migrate laterally as a result of pumping.
Degradation of groundwater quality is not a predictor of other sustainability indicators. Rather, it
is a potential response. As such, it is sufficient to establish the minimum threshold for degraded
groundwater quality in isolation from the other sustainability indicators.

3.3.4.3 Minimum Threshold Impacts to Adjacent Basins

As described in Section 3.3.1.3, Chronic Lowering of Groundwater Levels — Minimum Threshold,
the minimum threshold selected for degraded groundwater quality is protective of causing
undesirable results in adjacent basins or affecting the ability of adjacent basins to achieve
sustainability goals.

3.3.4.4 Minimum Threshold Impact on Beneficial Uses

The minimum threshold for degraded groundwater quality maintains existing and potential future
beneficial uses of groundwater in the OVGB.

3.3.4.5 Comparison between Minimum Threshold and Relevant State, Federal,
or Local Standards

The minimum threshold for degraded groundwater quality is compliant with potable drinking
water standards specified in Section 64431 et seq. of Title 22 of the CCR. Section 13241, Division
7 of the California Water Code (CWC) specifies that “[e]ach regional board shall establish such
water quality objectives in water quality control plans as in its judgement will ensure the
reasonable protection of beneficial uses and the prevention of nuisance; however, it is recognized
that it may be possible for the quality of water to be changed to some degree without unreasonably
affecting beneficial uses...”. Water quality objectives established in the Los Angeles Basin Plan
were considered as part of development of measurable objectives described below in Section 3.4.

3.3.4.6 Minimum Threshold Measurement Method

Groundwater quality will be monitored on a semi-annual basis in the spring and fall of each year
at the six RMPs, and at the South Central depth-discrete monitoring well (DDMW) which will be
included as a RMP in the future when sufficient data are available to establish a minimum threshold
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and measurable objectives, to evaluate concentrations of identified COCs (Table 3-3). All
measurements will comply with a forthcoming SAP/QAPP (Chapter 4, Projects and Management
Actions). The monitoring network and monitoring protocols are described in Section 3.5,
Monitoring Network, and Section 3.5.5, Protocols for Data Collection and Monitoring.
Groundwater quality trends will be evaluated semi-annually using the Mann-Kendall test to assess
whether or not the historical dataset exhibits a trend with a selected significance level of 0.05 or
confidence interval of 95%. In addition, groundwater quality data collected by Ventura County
Watershed Protection District (VCWPD) as part of the County’s ongoing groundwater monitoring
program and groundwater quality data for municipal supply wells submitted to the State Water
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Division of Drinking Water (DDW) will be analyzed as data
are made available. Groundwater quality results will be compared to the potable drinking water
standards specified in Title 22 of the CCR discussed in Section 3.3.4, Degraded Water Quality —
Minimum Thresholds and the Los Angeles Basin Plan groundwater quality objectives discussed
in Section 3.4.4, Degraded Water Quality — Measurable Objectives.

3.3.5 Land Subsidence — Minimum Thresholds

As explained in Section 3.2.5, Land Subsidence — Undesirable Results, land subsidence is not
presently an applicable sustainability indicator in the OVGB, and a minimum threshold is not
presently warranted.

3.3.6 Depletions of Interconnected Surface Water —
Minimum Thresholds

As described in Section 3.2.6, Depletions of Interconnected Surface Water, there is not sufficient
information at this time to establish minimum thresholds, measurable objectives, or interim
milestones for depletions of interconnected surface water or GDEs. The steps that will be taken to
fill the data gaps and support development of minimum thresholds, measurable objectives, and
interim milestones for depletions of interconnected surface water and GDEs are discussed in
Section 3.5.4.2, Identification of Data Gaps and Chapter 4, Projects and Management Actions.

3.4 MEASURABLE OBJECTIVES

Standards for Establishing Measurable Objectives

A GSP is to include “measurable objectives, as well as interim milestones in increments of 5 years,
to achieve the sustainability goal in the basin within 20 years of implementation of the plan” (CWC
Section 10727.2(b)(1)). In addition, the GSP is to describe “how the Plan helps meet each objective
and how each objective is intended to achieve the sustainability goal for the basin for the long-
term beneficial uses” (CWC Section 10727.2(b)(2)). The GSP Regulations define “measurable
objectives” as “specific, quantifiable goals for the maintenance or improvement of specified
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groundwater conditions that have been included in an adopted Plan to achieve the sustainability
goal for the basin” (Title 23 CCR Section 351(s)).

Per GSP Regulations (Title 23 CCR Section 354.30):

a. Each Agency shall establish measurable objectives, including interim
milestones in increments of five years, to achieve the sustainability goal for the
basin within 20 years of Plan implementation and to continue to sustainably
manage the groundwater basin over the planning and implementation horizon.

b. Measurable objectives shall be established for each sustainability indicator,
based on quantitative values using the same metrics and monitoring sites as are
used to define the minimum thresholds.

c. Measurable objectives shall provide a reasonable margin of operational
flexibility under adverse conditions which shall take into consideration
components such as historical water budgets, seasonal and long-term trends,
and periods of drought, and be commensurate with levels of uncertainty.

d. An Agency may establish a representative measurable objective for groundwater
elevation to serve as the value for multiple sustainability indicators where the
Agency can demonstrate that the representative value is a reasonable proxy for
multiple individual measurable objectives as supported by adequate evidence.
Each Plan shall describe a reasonable path to achieve the sustainability goal for
the basin within 20 years of Plan implementation, including a description of
interim milestones for each relevant sustainability indicator, using the same
metric as the measurable objective, in increments of five years. The description
shall explain how the Plan is likely to maintain sustainable groundwater
management over the planning and implementation horizon.

The measurable objectives developed for each of the applicable sustainability indicators in this GSP
are based on the current understanding of the OVGB setting as discussed in detail in Chapter 2.
Because the OVGB is not experiencing undesirable results and is not considered to be in an overdraft
condition, no interim milestones for the sustainability indicators were developed in this GSP.

3.41 Chronic Lowering of Groundwater Levels -
Measurable Objectives

A reasonable margin of operational flexibility under adverse conditions was factored in when
developing minimum thresholds and evaluating measurable objectives for chronic lowering of
groundwater levels. The minimum thresholds are based on an evaluation of historical climate
conditions and groundwater level trends as discussed in Section 3.3.1, Chronic Lowering of

DRAFT FINAL Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin

January 2022 3-27



3 — SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT CRITERIA

Groundwater Levels — Minimum Threshold. The primary measurable objective for chronic
lowering of groundwater levels is for groundwater levels at RMPs to remain above established
minimum thresholds, and for groundwater levels to stabilize and recover after each drought period
in average and wet water years. Numeric measurable objectives for groundwater levels will be
developed as part of a comprehensive conjunctive management plan as described below and in
Chapter 4, Projects and Management Actions.

In August 2017, the OBGMA approved adoption of Resolution No. 2017-4 to work cooperatively
on the development of an agreement for the integrated use of surface water and groundwater.
Following adoption of Resolution No. 2017-4, the OBGMA developed preliminary groundwater
conservation actions based on groundwater levels at key well 04N22WO05L08S, target volumes of
groundwater in storage, and CMWD’s Water Efficiency Allocation Program (WEAP) (OBGMA
2018). Similar to the storage and action table presented in the Groundwater Management Plan —
2018 Update Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin (OBGMA 2018), as part of development of the
comprehensive conjunctive management plan the OBGMA may establish formal numeric
groundwater level measurable objectives at RMPs based on groundwater levels and corresponding
target volumes of groundwater in storage. The groundwater levels and storage measurable
objectives will be used to inform groundwater conservation actions and track progress toward the
sustainability goals. The OBGMA may take additional information into consideration such as
current water storage in Lake Casitas when determining the stage and optimum annual pumping
volume. Specifics of management actions to be taken will be included in the comprehensive
conjunctive management plan.

3.4.2 Reduction of Groundwater in Storage —
Measurable Objectives

Reduction of groundwater in storage measurable objectives will be developed as part of a
comprehensive conjunctive management plan as described in Section 3.4.1, Chronic Lowering of
Groundwater Levels — Measurable Objectives and in Chapter 4, Projects and Management
Actions. The reduction of groundwater in storage measurable objectives will be used to inform
groundwater conservation actions and track progress toward the sustainability goals. The OBGMA
may take additional information into consideration such as current water storage in Lake Casitas
when determining the stage and optimum annual pumping volume. Specifics of management
actions to be taken will be included in the comprehensive conjunctive management plan.

3.4.3 Seawater Intrusion — Measurable Objectives

As explained in Section 3.2.3, Seawater Intrusion — Undesirable Results, seawater intrusion is not
an applicable undesirable result in the OVGB, and a measurable objective is not warranted.
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3.4.4 Degraded Water Quality — Measurable Objectives

Groundwater extraction wells in the OVGB are generally screened in multiple aquifer units (i.e.,
wells have long well screens intercepting multiple aquifer units). The aquifer units that compose
the primary production aquifer are discussed in Chapter 2, Section 2.3.2, Principal Aquifers and
Aquitards. Wellhead concentrations represent the average groundwater quality of the formations
producing flow to the well and in most cases do not represent the groundwater quality of a specific
aquifer unit. As discussed in Chapter 2, Section 2.3.4.4, Groundwater Quality, the primary COCs
identified in the OVGB include TDS, sulfate, chloride, boron, nitrate, iron, and manganese.

As discussed in Section 3.2.4, Degraded Water Quality — Undesirable Results and Section 3.3 .4,
Degraded Water Quality — Minimum Thresholds, the minimum threshold for degraded
groundwater quality is based on intended beneficial uses. For municipal and domestic wells, this
means groundwater quality that meets potable drinking water standards specified in Title 22 of the
CCR. For non-potable production wells, groundwater quality should generally be suitable for
agricultural and industrial use. The Los Angeles Basin Plan has established numerical objectives
for groundwater quality in the OVGB (Table 3-4; RWQCB 2014). Since the drinking water
standards specified in Title 22 of the CCR are the minimum thresholds for degraded groundwater
quality, the Los Angeles Basin Plan groundwater quality objectives are established as the
measurable objectives, provided there is a nexus between groundwater extraction and groundwater
quality impairment. In addition to the Los Angeles Basin Plan groundwater quality objectives, the
measurable objectives for groundwater quality are for identified COCs to exhibit a stable or
improving trend, as measured at each 5-year evaluation.

Table 3-4
Degraded Groundwater Quality Measurable Objectives for
Select Constituents of Concern

Objectives (mg/L)
Area of Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin TDS Sulfate Chloride Boron
West of San Antonio-Senior Canyon 1,000 300 200 0.5
East of San Antonio-Senior Canyon 700 200 50 —

Source: RWQCB 2014.
Notes: mg/L = milligrams per liter; TDS = total dissolved solids; — = not available or not applicable.

3.4.5 Land Subsidence — Measurable Objectives

As explained in Section 3.2.5, Land Subsidence — Undesirable Results, land subsidence is not
presently an applicable undesirable result in the OVGB, and a measurable objective is not
warranted at this time.
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3.4.6 Depletions of Interconnected Surface Water —
Measurable Objectives

As described in Section 3.2.6, Depletions of Interconnected Surface Water, there is not sufficient
information at this time to establish a minimum threshold or measurable objective for depletions
of interconnected surface water or GDEs. The steps that will be taken to fill the data gaps and
support development of minimum thresholds and measurable objectives as they relate to
depletions of interconnected surface water and GDEs are discussed in Section 3.5.7.2,
Identification of Data Gaps.

3.5 MONITORING NETWORK

Standards for Establishment of Monitoring Networks
Under SGMA, a GSP is to contain information regarding:

1. The monitoring and management of groundwater levels within the basin;

2. The monitoring and management of groundwater quality, groundwater quality degradation
and changes in surface flow and surface water quality that directly affect groundwater
levels or quality or are caused by groundwater extraction in the basin;

3. The type of monitoring sites, type of measurements, and the frequency of monitoring for
each location monitoring groundwater levels, groundwater quality, subsidence,
streamflow, precipitation, and evaporation, including a summary of monitoring
information such as well depth, screened intervals, and aquifer units monitored, and a
summary of the type of well relied on for the information, including public, irrigation,
domestic, industrial, and monitoring wells; and

4. Monitoring protocols that are designed to detect changes in groundwater levels,
groundwater quality, and quality of surface water that directly affect groundwater levels or
quality or are caused by groundwater extraction in the basin (CWC Section 10727.2).

According to GSP Regulations, the GSP is also to include descriptions of:

¢ How the monitoring network is capable of collecting sufficient data to demonstrate short-
term, seasonal, and long-term trends in groundwater and related surface conditions, and
yield representative information about groundwater conditions as necessary to evaluate
Plan implementation

e Monitoring network objectives including explanation of how the network will be
developed and implemented to monitor:

o Groundwater and related surface conditions
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o Interconnection of surface water and groundwater

e How implementation of the monitoring network objectives demonstrate progress toward
achieving the measurable objectives, monitor impacts to beneficial uses or users of
groundwater, monitor changes in groundwater conditions, and quantify annual changes in
water budget components

e How the monitoring network is designed to accomplish the following for each
sustainability indicator:

o Chronic Lowering of Groundwater Levels. Demonstrate groundwater occurrence, flow
directions, and hydraulic gradients between principal aquifers and surface water features

o Reduction of Groundwater Storage. Estimate the change in annual groundwater in storage
o Seawater Intrusion. Monitor seawater intrusion

o Degraded Water Quality. Determine groundwater quality trends

o Land Subsidence. Identify the rate and extent of land subsidence

o Depletions of Interconnected Surface Water. Calculate depletions of surface water
caused by groundwater extractions

e How the monitoring plan provides adequate coverage of the sustainability indicators

e The density of monitoring sites and frequency of measurements required to demonstrate
short-term, seasonal, and long-term trends

e The scientific rational (or reason) for site selection
e Consistency with data and reporting standards

e For each well, the corresponding sustainability indicator, minimum threshold, measurable
objective, and interim milestone

e The location and type of each monitoring site on a map (Title 23 CCR Section 354.34).
3.5.1  Monitoring Network Objectives

The overall objective of the monitoring network in the OVGB is to track and monitor parameters
to demonstrate progress toward maintaining the sustainability goals, including the minimum
thresholds and measurable objectives defined in Section 3.3, Minimum Thresholds and Section
3.4, Measurable Objectives, respectively. The monitoring network is designed to collect sufficient
data to demonstrate short-term, seasonal, and long-term trends in groundwater and related surface
conditions, and provide representative information about basin-wide groundwater conditions as
necessary to evaluate GSP implementation. In order to accomplish this objective, the monitoring
network in the OVGB must be capable of:
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e Monitoring changes in groundwater conditions (in applicable sustainability categories)
e Monitoring compliance with minimum thresholds and measurable objectives

¢ Quantifying annual changes in water budget components

The most critical sustainable management criteria to be monitored directly for the OVGB are
chronic lowering of groundwater levels and degraded groundwater quality. Reduction in
groundwater storage is not a parameter that can be directly measured; therefore, change in storage
will be regularly estimated based on either the OVGB water budget or monitoring results derived
from analysis of groundwater elevations and aquifer properties. No direct measurements of land
subsidence are proposed at this time, and depletions of interconnected surface water present a data
gap to be addressed during GSP implementation.

3.5.2 Description of Existing Monitoring Network

The existing monitoring network for groundwater and related surface conditions in the OVGB
includes groundwater production wells, dedicated groundwater monitoring wells, weather stations,
and stream flow gages. The components of the monitoring network are discussed below in the
context of their ability to demonstrate short-term, seasonal, and long-term trends in groundwater
and related surface conditions, and of the ability of the network to document representative
conditions in the OVGB. A discussion of how the monitoring network relates to each of the
sustainable management criteria follows this discussion in Section 3.5.4, Monitoring Network
Relationship to Sustainability Indicators.

3.5.21 Groundwater Monitoring

The existing network of groundwater monitoring wells includes both dedicated monitoring wells
and production wells (Section 2.1.2, Water Resources Monitoring and Management Programs).
Currently, groundwater levels are monitored by VCWPD and OBGMA, groundwater quality is
monitored by VCWPD and operators of drinking water systems, namely the Ojai Water System
operated by CMWD, who report groundwater quality data to the SWRCB DDW, and groundwater
extraction from all active production wells is monitored by individual operators who self-report
extraction volumes to the OBGMA.

The existing groundwater level and quality monitoring network consists of 37 wells in total. Of the
37 wells, 23 are monitored for groundwater levels, 24 are monitored for groundwater quality, and
35 are monitored for production (Figure 3-3 Groundwater Monitoring Network and Table 3-5). This
network is capable of documenting the groundwater conditions in the OVGB and has been used for
this purpose in the past. The current groundwater well network will be used to monitor groundwater
conditions moving forward in order to continue to assess long-term trends in groundwater elevation
and quality, and groundwater in storage, in the OVGB.
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Table 3-5

Current Groundwater Monitoring Network

Groundwater Monitoring

CASGEM Monitoring Networks
Well Name SWN ID Well Use Entity Elevation | Quality | Production
South Central — — Monitoring OBGMA X X —
DDMW
SACSGRP 05N22W32P002S — Monitoring OBGMA X X —
DDMW -006S
Elrod Well 04N22W05L003S — Agricultural OBGMA X — X
Lagomarsino Well | 04N22WO06E006S — Agricultural OBGMA, X X X
VCWPD
Hansen Well 04N23W01J003S — Agricultural OBGMA, X X X
VCWPD
Topa Topa Ranch | 04N22W04Q001S 2813 Agricultural OBGMA, X X X
Well No. 5 VCWPD
— 04N22W05L008S 2816 Agricultural VCWPD X — X
Mutual Well 4 04N22W06K003S — OBGMA, X X X
Municipal SWRCB,
VCWPD
Mutual Well 5 04N22W06K011S — Municipal SWRCB — X X
Mutual Well 6 04N22W06K015S — Municipal SWRCB — X X
Mutual Well 7 — — Municipal SWRCB — X X
Gorham Well 04N22W06K013S — Municipal SWRCB — X X
Well 4 04N22W07A005S — Municipal SWRCB — X X
Grant Well — — Municipal SWRCB — X X
San Antonio Well | 04N22WO06K010S — Municipal SWRCB, — X X
3 VCWPD
San Antonio Well | 04N22WO06K014S — Municipal SWRCB, — X X
4 VCWPD
— 05N22W32K002S — Agricultural VCWPD — X X
— 04N23W12B003S — Agricultural VCWPD — X X
— 04N22W06J009S — Agricultural VCWPD — X X
— 04N22W05M004S — Agricultural VCWPD — X X
— 04N22W04P005S — Agricultural VCWPD — X X
— 05N22W33J001S — Agricultural VCWPD — X X
— 04N22W06D001S 2818 Agricultural VCWPD X — X
— 04N23W01K002S 2837 Domestic VCWPD X X X
— 04N22W07G001S 2826 Agricultural VCWPD X — X
— 04N22W08B002S 26333 Industrial VCWPD X — X
— 04N22WO05H004S 39777 Agricultural VCWPD X X X
— 04N22W05M001S 2817 Agricultural VCWPD X — X
— 04N22W07B002S 2824 Agricultural VCWPD X — X
— 04N22W05D003S 2814 Agricultural VCWPD X X X
— 04N22W06M001S 2822 Agricultural VCWPD X — X
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Table 3-5
Current Groundwater Monitoring Network
Groundwater Monitoring
CASGEM Monitoring Networks
Well Name SWN ID Well Use Entity Elevation | Quality | Production
— 04N23W02K001S 46068 Agricultural VCWPD X — X
— 05N22W32J002S 38094 Agricultural VCWPD X — X
— 04N23W12L002S 26381 Agricultural VCWPD X — X
— 04N22W06K012S 26330 Agricultural VCWPD X — X
— 04N23W12H002S 26380 Agricultural VCWPD X X X
— 04N22W06D005S 46108 Agricultural VCWPD X — X
Notes: — = not available or not applicable; SWN = state well number; CASGEM = California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring

Program; OBGMA = Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency; VCWPD = Ventura County Watershed Protection District; SWRCB = State
Water Resources Control Board.

Groundwater Elevation

Groundwater elevations are currently the primary metric by which sustainability will be measured.
The OBGMA has historically measured groundwater levels in a number of wells in the OVGB as
described in Chapter 2, Section 2.1.2.1, Groundwater Monitoring, and plans to continue to monitor
groundwater levels in the seven wells identified in Table 3-5 and shown in Figure 3-3. The seven
wells include Mutual Well 4, Elrod Well, Lagomarsino Well, Hansen Well, Topa Topa Ranch
Well No. 5, SACSGRP DDMW, and South Central DDMW. South Central DDMW is a new
depth-discrete monitoring well consisting of four 2-inch diameter polyvinyl chloride (PVC)
casings installed in June 2021 to further document groundwater elevation trends by aquifer depth
and evaluate aquifer connectivity. In addition, the VCWPD monitors groundwater levels in 18
wells located throughout the OVGB. The OBGMA will incorporate the groundwater level data
collected by VCWPD as data are made available.

The spatial and temporal coverage of the existing groundwater elevation monitoring network is
sufficient to provide an understanding of representative conditions in the aquifer system, and this
network will be used to demonstrate progress toward the sustainability goals for the OVGB.
Although evaluation of the current groundwater elevation monitoring network suggests that the
network is sufficient to document groundwater conditions in the OVGB, areas for future
improvement of the network are identified in Section 3.5.7, Assessment and Improvement of
Monitoring Network.

Groundwater in Storage

Groundwater in storage has historically been estimated based on groundwater elevation changes
and aquifer properties using the measurement method described in Section 3.3.2.6, Minimum
Threshold Measurement Method, and based on OBGM simulations. The groundwater in storage
monitoring network is the same as the groundwater elevation monitoring network.
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Groundwater Quality

The OBGMA plans to monitor groundwater quality in the seven wells identified in Table 3-5 and
Figure 3-3. The seven wells include Mutual Well 4, Elrod Well, Lagomarsino Well, Hansen Well,
Topa Topa Ranch Well No. 5, SACSGRP DDMW, and South Central DDMW. The Elrod Well,
South Central DDMW, and SACSGRP DDMW are not currently routinely monitored for
groundwater quality but will be routinely monitored moving forward. In addition, the VCWPD
monitors groundwater quality in 14 wells and groundwater quality data from nine municipal supply
wells are reported to the SWRCB. Groundwater quality data collected by the OBGMA and
provided by the VCWPD and SWRCB will be analyzed with respect to degraded groundwater
quality minimum thresholds and measurable objectives.

The spatial and temporal coverage of the existing groundwater quality monitoring network is
sufficient to provide an understanding of representative conditions in the aquifer system, and this
network will be used to demonstrate progress toward the sustainability goals for the OVGB.
Although evaluation of the current groundwater quality monitoring network suggests that the
network is sufficient to document groundwater conditions in the OVGB, areas for future
improvement of the network are identified in Section 3.5.7, Assessment and Improvement of
Monitoring Network.

Groundwater Extraction

All operators of active production wells measure and report extractions to the OBGMA, including
de minimis extractors pumping less than 2 AFY.

3.5.2.2 Surface Conditions Monitoring

The primary surface conditions that impact groundwater conditions in the OVGB are surface water
flows and precipitation. The monitoring networks for both surface conditions are discussed below
and in Chapter 2, Section 2.1.2.2, Precipitation and Streamflow Monitoring.

Surface Water

Surface flows in the OVGB are monitored by three stream gauges, two located on San Antonio
Creek and one on Thacher Creek, maintained by the County. Two additional stream gauges located
on San Antonio Creek downstream and outside of the OVGB provide additional streamflow data.
Surface water flow in San Antonio Creek has been recorded daily since 1949 by station 605 located
on lower San Antonio Creek at Highway 33, and since 2013 by stations 648 and 649 located on
upper San Antonio Creek in the OVGB. In addition, since 2017 the OBGMA has conducted
monthly manual stream discharge monitoring, and continuous stream stage monitoring using a
pressure transducer set to record at a frequency of every 3-minutes, on lower San Antonio Creek.
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The historical and existing spatial and temporal coverage of the surface water flow gauges provide
adequate coverage for the short-term, seasonal, and long-term surface flow conditions in the
OVGB. In the future, to the extent possible, additional stream gauges will be installed and
incorporated into the existing monitoring network (Section 3.5.7, Assessment and Improvement
of Monitoring Network).

Precipitation

Precipitation in the OVGB is monitored by four weather stations, three of which are maintained
by the County and one by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Five
additional precipitation stations located outside of the OVGB, but in the vicinity, provide
additional precipitation data.

Precipitation in the OVGB has been recorded for more than a century. The historical and existing
spatial and temporal coverage of the precipitation stations provide adequate coverage for the
short-term, seasonal, and long-term monitoring of trends in precipitation. Additional
precipitation monitoring locations are not currently recommended for characterizing surface
conditions in the OVGB.

3.5.3 Monitoring Network Relationship to Sustainability Indicators

To document changes in groundwater conditions related to each of the applicable sustainability
indicators, monitoring will be conducted using the existing network of groundwater wells. This
network includes a greater number of wells than the list of RMPs presented in Section 3.3.1,
Chronic Lowering of Groundwater Levels — Minimum Threshold. Minimum thresholds have been
selected for the set of RMPs but have not been selected for every well used to monitor groundwater
conditions in the OVGB. Conditions measured at the RMPs will be used to document progress
toward the sustainability goals. Groundwater conditions measured in the broader network of wells,
which includes the RMPs, will be used to document conditions in the OVGB at a greater spatial
coverage than is provided by the RMPs. Recommendations and findings based on the RMP data
will be supported by the data collected by the broader well network.

3.5.3.1 Chronic Lowering of Groundwater Levels

To monitor conditions related to chronic lowering of groundwater levels, the groundwater
monitoring network must be structured to accomplish the following:

e Track short-term, seasonal, and long-term trends in water elevation

e Demonstrate groundwater elevations in spring and fall for each primary aquifer or aquifer system

e Record groundwater elevations at RMPs for which minimum thresholds and measurable
objectives have been identified to track progress toward the sustainability goals for the OVGB
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Spatial Coverage

The OVGB monitoring well density for groundwater elevation is currently approximately 1 well
per 0.4 square miles (OVGB is approximately 9.2 square miles). While there is no definitive rule
for the density of groundwater monitoring points needed in a basin, for comparison the monitoring
well density recommended by CASGEM Groundwater Elevation Monitoring Guidelines ranges
from 1 to 10 wells per 100 square miles (DWR 2010). Additional California DWR guidelines
recommend a well network with a density of 1 observation per 16 square miles (DWR 2010,
2016a). Therefore, the density of wells in the monitoring network for the OVGB meets the criteria
for adequate coverage for chronic lowering of groundwater levels; however, well density alone
does not ensure collection of sufficient data to detect changes in groundwater conditions. Spatial
(both lateral and vertical) and temporal representation need to be considered in assessment of the
ability of the monitoring network to demonstrate short-term, seasonal, and long-term trends. In the
future, to the extent possible, additional dedicated monitoring wells will be incorporated into the
existing monitoring network (Section 3.5.7, Assessment and Improvement of Monitoring
Network). The wells could include existing wells or new monitoring wells and will provide
information on groundwater conditions in geographic locations and/or at depths where data gaps
are identified.

Temporal Resolution

Groundwater elevation data will be collected from the network of groundwater wells to provide
groundwater elevation conditions, at a minimum, in the spring and fall of each year. Further discussion
of the monitoring schedule is provided in Section 3.5.4, Monitoring Network Implementation.

3.5.3.2 Reduction of Groundwater in Storage

To monitor conditions related to reduction of groundwater storage, the groundwater monitoring
network must be structured to accomplish the following:

e Demonstrate groundwater elevations in spring and fall for each primary aquifer or
aquifer system.
e Calculate year-over-year (spring to spring) change in storage by aquifer.

e Provide data from which lateral and vertical hydraulic gradients within and between
aquifers can be calculated.

e Record groundwater elevations at RMPs for which minimum thresholds and
measurable objectives have been identified to track progress toward the sustainability
goals for the Subbasin.
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The requirements for documenting reduction in groundwater storage are similar to those for
chronic lowering of groundwater levels, because these two sustainability indicators are
interrelated. Reduction in groundwater storage is not a parameter that can be directly measured; rather,
change in storage will be estimated based on the OVGB water budget every 5 years and monitoring
results derived from analysis of groundwater elevation changes annually (aquifer properties will be
refined if there are additional pumping tests performed within the OVGB).

Based on the current understanding of aquifer properties and groundwater elevation data,
monitoring of groundwater levels in the OVGB is a sufficient surrogate for evaluating reduction
of groundwater in storage (Title 23 CCR Section 354.36(b)). The method for measurement of
estimating annual reduction of groundwater in storage is described in Section 3.3.2.6, Minimum
Threshold Measurement Method.

3.5.3.3 Degraded Water Quality

To monitor conditions related to degraded groundwater quality, groundwater quality samples will
be collected in such a way as to track long-term trends in groundwater quality that may impact
beneficial uses and users of groundwater in the OVGB. Specifically, these groundwater quality
samples will be targeted to constituents of concern and areas of the OVGB that have documented
degradation, or the potential for degradation, in groundwater quality related to groundwater
production from the OVGB.

Water Quality Constituents

Monitoring has occurred for constituents of concern including TDS, chloride, and nitrate in
addition to a number of other analytes. The network of existing wells is capable of providing an
adequate assessment of groundwater quality trends for these constituents.

Spatial Coverage

The OVGB monitoring well density for groundwater quality is currently approximately 1 well per
0.4 square miles. The density of wells in the monitoring network for the OVGB meets the criteria
for adequate coverage for degraded groundwater quality. Additional dedicated monitoring wells
in geographic locations and/or at depths where data gaps are identified will be incorporated into
the existing monitoring network in the future to the extent possible.

Temporal Resolution

Degradation of groundwater quality occurs on a longer timescale than changes in groundwater
elevation. Operators of drinking water systems in the OVGB collect groundwater quality samples
from drinking water supply wells at least every 3 years and submit results to the SWRCB. The
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VCWPD collects groundwater quality samples from a network of wells on an annual basis.
Together these data provide information on trends in groundwater quality across the OVGB and
are of adequate temporal resolution to document conditions over time. In addition, the OBGMA
plans to monitor groundwater quality in seven wells on a semi-annual basis. Groundwater quality
data collected by the OBGMA and made available by the VCWPD and SWRCB will be used to
document trends moving forward.

3.5.3.4 Seawater Intrusion Monitoring

Seawater intrusion is not an applicable undesirable result in the OVGB, and monitoring is not
warranted (Section 3.2.3, Seawater Intrusion — Undesirable Results).

3.5.3.5 Land Subsidence Monitoring

Land subsidence is not an applicable undesirable result in the OVGB and monitoring is not
warranted (Section 3.2.5, Land Subsidence — Undesirable Results). Vertical displacement data for
the OVGB derived from interferometric synthetic aperture radar (InSAR) provided through
DWR’s SGMA Data Viewer will be analyzed on an annual basis, if available, to track changes in
land surface elevation. If during the GSP implementation timeline it becomes evident that
minimum thresholds and measurable objectives for lowering of groundwater levels and
groundwater in storage are not being met, the degree to which land subsidence may become an
undesirable result will be re-evaluated.

3.5.3.6 Depletions of Interconnected Surface Water Monitoring Network

The depletions of interconnected surface water monitoring network currently relies on the existing
groundwater elevation and surface water monitoring networks. Previous assessments of stream-
aquifer interactions in the OVGB have been performed using available groundwater level and
stream gauge data, and some conclusions have been made (Chapter 2, Section 2.3.4.6,
Groundwater-Surface Water Connections); however, existing stream gauge and shallow
monitoring well data are limited in temporal resolution (i.e., short length of record and/or coarse
measurement interval) and additional data are needed to quantify the degree of stream-aquifer
connectivity. In order to adequately characterize the interaction between groundwater and surface
water within the OVGB, additional monitoring of groundwater levels in the shallow perched
aquifer, and streamflow and stage in San Antonio Creek is required. To this end, the OBGMA
installed South Central DDMW to evaluate the connectivity between the principle aquifer and the
shallow perched aquifer in hydraulic connection with surface flows in San Antonio Creek.
Groundwater level data collected in South Central DDMW will facilitate quantitative assessments
of groundwater-surface water interactions and representation of these processes in the OBGM.
Additional improvements to the depletions of interconnected surface water monitoring network
are discussed in Section 3.5.7, Assessment and Improvement of Monitoring Network.
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3.5.4 Monitoring Network Implementation
3.5.4.1 Groundwater Elevation Monitoring Schedule

To reduce uncertainty associated with hydraulic gradients, and to follow guidance documents
produced by DWR (DWR 2016a, 2016b), groundwater level measurements used in the evaluation
of seasonal high and seasonal low groundwater conditions will be collected in a two week window
in the spring and fall of any given calendar year. Pressure transducers and data loggers at RMPs
will continue to be used to monitor short-term and seasonal trends, and data will be downloaded,
semi-annually, at a minimum, and stored in a central database.

3.5.4.2 Groundwater in Storage Monitoring Schedule

Groundwater in storage is directly related to, and calculated from, groundwater elevations.
Consequently, the schedule for monitoring groundwater in storage is the same as that for
monitoring groundwater elevations.

3.5.4.3 Groundwater Quality Monitoring Schedule

To demonstrate short-term, seasonal, and long-term trends in groundwater quality, and to
follow guidance documents produced by DWR (DWR 2016a, 2016b), groundwater quality
monitoring will be completed at least semi-annually. Annual reviews of the groundwater
quality trends will be used to assess whether sampling frequency or the spatial density of
samples needs to be adjusted.

3.5.4.4 Groundwater Extraction Monitoring Schedule

Monitoring of groundwater extraction rates will take place quarterly, using flowmeters installed
on individual wellheads, and quarterly totals of pumped water will be self-reported to the
OBGMA, including de minimis extractors pumping less than 2 AFY.

3.5.5 Protocols for Data Collection and Monitoring
Standards for Establishing Monitoring Protocols

“Under SGMA, the GSP must contain monitoring protocols that are designed to detect changes in
groundwater levels, groundwater quality, inelastic surface subsidence for basins for which
subsidence has been identified as a potential problem, and flow and quality of surface water that
directly affect groundwater levels or quality or are caused by groundwater extraction in the basin.
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The CWC Section 10727.2(f). According to GSP Regulations, “Each Plan shall include monitoring
protocols adopted by the Agency for data collection and management, as follows:

a. Monitoring protocols shall be developed according to best management practices.

b. The Agency may rely on monitoring protocols included as part of the best
management practices developed by the Department, or may adopt similar
monitoring protocols that will yield comparable data.

c.  Monitoring protocols shall be reviewed at least every five years as part of the periodic
evaluation of the Plan, and modified as necessary” (Title 23 CCR Section 352.2).

Protocols in the OVGB

The protocols for data collection and monitoring will be detailed in a forthcoming SAP/QAPP (Chapter
4, Projects and Management Actions). The SAP/QAPP will be updated periodically to address findings
of the data and compliance criteria presented in this GSP. The SAP will provide a plan that includes
sampling objectives, potential COCs, monitoring frequency, methods for groundwater elevation and
quality monitoring, and sample handling. The QAPP will define roles and responsibilities, quality
objectives and criteria, special training, documentation and records, field and laboratory analytical
methods, field and laboratory quality control, assessments and response actions, data processing,
review, verification and validation, data evaluation roles and responsibilities, and data reporting.
Technical standards, data collection methods, and quality assurance will be described in detail in the
SAP/QAPP to ensure comparable data and methodologies.

3.5.6 Representative Monitoring
Standards for Representative Monitoring

The GSP Regulations provide that a GSA may designate a subset of monitoring sites as
representative of conditions in the basin as follows:

1. Representative monitoring sites may be designated by the Agency as the point at which
sustainability indicators are monitored, and for which quantitative values for minimum
thresholds, measurable objectives, and interim milestones are defined.

2. Groundwater elevations may be used as a proxy for monitoring other sustainability
indicators if the Agency demonstrates the following:

a. (1) Significant correlation exists between groundwater elevations and the sustainability
indicators for which groundwater elevation measurements serve as a proxy.

b. (2) Measurable objectives established for groundwater elevation shall include a
reasonable margin of operational flexibility taking into consideration the basin setting
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to avoid undesirable results for the sustainability indicators for which groundwater

elevation measurements serve as a proxy.

3. The designation of a representative monitoring site shall be supported by adequate
evidence demonstrating that the site reflects general conditions in the area (Title 23 CCR
Section 354.36).

Groundwater elevations and groundwater quality are the primary indicators to be directly
measured and are the only sustainability indicators for which RMPs are warranted at this time.
Groundwater elevations are also a proxy for evaluation of groundwater in storage as previously
described in Section 3.5.3.2.

RMPs have been selected throughout the OVGB. Multiple RMPs are warranted to address the
diversity of land uses, proximity to pumping centers and recharge areas, elevation differences, and
variations in hydrogeology. As such, selected RMPs are anticipated to be updated as the OVGB

pumping centers evolve or other pertinent data are obtained over the GSP implementation period.
RMPs are presented in Table 3-6 and shown on Figure 3-2.

Table 3-6

Representative Monitoring Points

Well Name SWN Rationale
Elrod Well 04N22W05L03S Agricultural production well with pressure transducer data
Topa Topa Ranch | 04N22W04Q01S Agricultural production well with long-term groundwater level and quality record
Well No. 5
Lagomarsino Well | 04N22WO06E06S Agricultural production well with pressure transducer and groundwater quality data
Hansen Well 04N23W01J03S Agricultural production well with pressure transducer and groundwater quality data
Mutual Well 4 04N22W06K03S Municipal production well with long-term groundwater level and quality record
SACSGRP 05N22W32P02S- Dedicated depth-discrete monitoring well
DDMW 06S

Notes: SWN = state well number.

The new depth-discrete monitoring well (South Central DDMW) will be included as a RMP in the
future when sufficient data are available to establish a minimum threshold and measurable objectives.
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3.5.7 Assessment and Improvement of Monitoring Network
Standards for Assessment and Improvement of Monitoring Network

Section 354.38 of the GSP Regulations provide that a GSA should continue to assess and improve
the monitoring network throughout the planning and implementation horizon, as follows:

1. Each Agency shall review the monitoring network and include an evaluation in the
Plan and each 5-year assessment, including a determination of uncertainty and whether
there are data gaps that could affect the ability of the Plan to achieve the sustainability
goal for the basin.

2. Each Agency shall identify data gaps wherever the basin does not contain a sufficient
number of monitoring sites, does not monitor sites at a sufficient frequency, or utilizes
monitoring sites that are unreliable, including those that do not satisfy minimum
standards of the monitoring network adopted by the Agency.

3. If the monitoring network contains data gaps, the Plan shall include a
description of the following:

a. The location and reason for data gaps in the monitoring network.
b. Local issues and circumstances that limit or prevent monitoring.

4. Each Agency shall describe steps that will be taken to fill data gaps before the next 5-
year assessment, including the location and purpose of newly added or installed
monitoring sites.

5. Each Agency shall adjust the monitoring frequency and density of monitoring sites
to provide an adequate level of detail about site-specific surface water and
groundwater conditions and to assess the effectiveness of management actions
under circumstances that include the following:

a. Minimum threshold exceedances.
b. Highly variable spatial or temporal conditions.

c. Adverse impacts to beneficial uses and users of groundwater.
3.5.7.1 Review and Evaluation of the Monitoring Network

The OVGB monitoring network will be reviewed and evaluated for effectiveness annually and for
each 5-year assessment. The review and evaluation will address uncertainty and data gaps that
could affect the ability of the Plan to achieve the sustainability goal for the OVGB, and will
consider localized effects that may not be represented by the RMPs.
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3.5.7.2 Identification of Data Gaps
Groundwater Elevation

Identification of data gaps for groundwater elevations must consider vertical and lateral
representation of the OVGB. For vertical representation, as discussed in Chapter 2, Section 2.3.4,
Historical and Current Groundwater Conditions, review of existing groundwater elevation data
within the OVGB suggests that although four distinct aquifer units are delineated in varying
thickness across the OVGB, the effect of well screen lengths and intervals is potentially minimal
with respect to measured depths to groundwater (i.e., potentiometric surface) in the primary
production aquifer. However, multi-completion wells or well clusters screened at discrete intervals
in the various aquifer units would allow for measurement of potentiometric surface by aquifer unit.
Measurement of groundwater levels by aquifer unit would improve understanding of groundwater
conditions with respect to monitoring the applicable sustainability indicators, in particular
depletions of interconnected surface water and impacts to GDEs. The OBGMA plans to monitor
groundwater elevations in two existing depth-discrete monitoring wells to improve understanding
of connectivity between aquifer units. The need for additional monitoring wells will be evaluated
as part of the annual and 5-year review process.

Laterally, the pattern of existing overlying land uses, and beneficial uses of groundwater are well
represented by the monitoring network. As conditions may change throughout GSP
implementation, representation of overlying land uses and beneficial groundwater uses will be
evaluated annually along with the network’s reliability (i.e., well access and condition). Each
monitoring well will be tracked and the need for alternative or additional monitoring wells will be
evaluated as part of the annual and 5-year review processes.

As described in Section 3.5.2 and Section 3.5.3, based on the nature of the OVGB and review of
historical data, sub-daily measurement of groundwater levels at representative monitoring points
using pressure transducers and data loggers, and semi-annual manual measurement of groundwater
levels at all wells in the monitoring network, together provide an appropriate monitoring frequency
to continue to track short-term, seasonal, and long-term trends, and address the minimum standards
of the monitoring network.

Groundwater Quality

As discussed in Chapter 2, Section 2.3.4.4, Groundwater Quality, there are both anthropogenic and
natural sources of the COCs in the OVGB. All COCs are found in differing concentrations spatially,
with variability in groundwater quality between wells. Extraction wells in the OVGB are generally
screened in multiple aquifer units. As such, groundwater quality samples collected at the wellhead
represent an average concentration of the formations screened and do not represent depth-discrete
or aquifer specific conditions. Multi-completion wells or depth discrete groundwater quality
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samples would be required to better characterize groundwater quality by aquifer unit and depth in
the OVGB. The OBGMA plans to monitor groundwater quality in two existing depth-discrete
monitoring wells on a semi-annual basis to improve understanding of potential variability in
groundwater quality at depth. The need for alternative or additional monitoring wells to improve
the spatial coverage of the current groundwater quality monitoring network will be evaluated as
part of the annual and 5-year review process.

Groundwater quality samples have historically been collected at a frequency of one to three years
depending on the monitoring entity, well, and parameters measured. To track short-term and
seasonal groundwater quality trends in the OVGB, the OBMGA plans to initially monitor
groundwater quality in seven wells on a semi-annual basis.

Depletions of Interconnected Surface Water

As discussed in Section 3.5.3.6, existing shallow monitoring well and stream gauge data are
limited in temporal resolution (i.e., short length of record and/or coarse measurement interval) and
additional data are needed to quantify the degree of stream-aquifer connectivity. Groundwater
level monitoring in multi-completion wells or wells screened in discrete aquifer units adjacent to
surface water monitoring sites using pressure transducers and data loggers will allow for
assessment of stream-aquifer connectivity and establishment of minimum thresholds and
measurable objectives for depletions of interconnected surface water and GDEs, if appropriate.
The OBGMA plans to fill existing data gaps as they pertain to depletions of interconnected surface
water and GDEs by continuing to monitor stream discharge and stage on lower San Antonio Creek,
and groundwater levels in South Central DDMW, and by preparing a groundwater dependent
ecosystems assessment as described in Chapter 4, Projects and Management Actions. Following
completion of the GDE assessment, the need for additional studies and monitoring will be
evaluated as part of the annual and 5-year review process. In the future, to the extent possible,
additional multi-completion monitoring wells and stream gauges will be installed and incorporated
into the existing groundwater and surface water monitoring networks.

Regulatory Data Gaps

SGMA requires that the GSP consider relevant state, federal, and local standards. As such,
pertinent regulatory agencies are considered stakeholders. Data gaps associated with relevant
agencies are not known to currently exist.

Ojai Basin Groundwater Model

SGMA requires that the GSA identify data gaps and uncertainty associated with key water budget
components and model forecasts, and develop an understanding of how these gaps and uncertainty
may affect implementation of proposed projects and water management actions.

DRAFT FINAL Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin

January 2022 3-47



3 — SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT CRITERIA

As part of the 5-year assessments, results from the monitoring network will be incorporated into
updated numerical model simulations performed using the OBGM. Importantly, data collected
during the GSP implementation will be used to refine model-estimates of groundwater-surface
water interactions along San Antonio Creek, which have historically accounted for approximately
50% of the average annual groundwater discharges from the OVGB (Table 2-13). These estimates
of groundwater-surface water interactions are not well-constrained by data collected in the OVGB
(DBS&A 2011). The recent completion and monitoring of the new depth-discrete monitoring well
(South Central DDMW) facilitates quantitative assessments of the OBGM’s representation of
these processes (Section 3.5.2.1, Groundwater Monitoring).

3.5.7.3 Description of Steps to Fill Data Gaps

The process for addressing identified data gaps is for the OBGMA to evaluate the potential
significance of the data gaps, anticipated duration, costs, and overall benefit to the effectiveness
of the GSP. As an initial step to address identified data gaps, the OBGMA has evaluated and
proposed several projects in Chapter 4, Projects and Management Actions intended to fill existing
data gaps. The PMAs developed to fill existing data gaps include Conduct Groundwater Level and
Quality Monitoring, Prepare Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems Assessment, and Simulate
Extreme Climate Scenarios.

3.56.7.4 Description of Monitoring Frequency and Density of Sites

Based on OVGB conditions, as described in Chapter 2, Section 3.5.2.1, Groundwater Monitoring,
and the monitoring plan (described above), semi-annual monitoring of groundwater quality and
groundwater elevations is considered adequate to demonstrate short-term, seasonal, and long-term
trends in groundwater and related surface conditions, and yield representative data to compare to
measurable objectives and minimum thresholds.
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CHAPTER 4
PROJECTS AND MANAGEMENT ACTIONS

4.1

PROJECTS AND MANAGEMENT ACTIONS TO ACHIEVE
SUSTAINABILITY GOAL

Standards for Projects and Management Actions

Under the Regulations, the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) is to include the following:

1.

“Each Plan shall include a description of the projects and management actions the Agency
[Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA)] has determined will achieve the sustainability

goal for the basin, including projects and management actions to respond to changing

conditions in the basin.

Each Plan shall include a description of the projects and management actions that include

the following:

a.

A list of projects and management actions proposed in the Plan with a description of
the measurable objective that is expected to benefit from the project or management
action. The list shall include projects and management actions that may be utilized to
meet interim milestones, the exceedance of minimum thresholds, or where undesirable
results have occurred or are imminent. The Plan shall include the following:

i. A description of the circumstances under which projects or management actions
shall be implemented, the criteria that would trigger implementation and
termination of projects or management actions, and the process by which the
Agency shall determine that conditions requiring the implementation of particular
projects or management actions have occurred.

ii. The process by which the Agency shall provide notice to the public and other agencies
that the implementation of projects or management actions is being considered or has
been implemented, including a description of the actions to be taken.

If overdraft conditions are identified through the analysis required by California Code
of Regulations (CCR) Section 354.18 [ Water Budget], the Plan shall describe projects
or management actions, including a quantification of demand reduction or other
methods, for the mitigation of overdraft.

A summary of the permitting and regulatory process required for each project and
management action.

The status of each project and management action, including a time-table for expected
initiation and completion, and the accrual of expected benefits.
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e. An explanation of the benefits that are expected to be realized from the project or
management action, and how those benefits will be evaluated.

f.  An explanation of how the project or management action will be accomplished. If the
projects or management actions rely on water from outside the jurisdiction of the
Agency, an explanation of the source and reliability of that water shall be included.

g. A description of the legal authority required for each project and management action,
and the basis for that authority within the Agency.

h. A description of the estimated cost for each project and management action and a
description of how the Agency plans to meet those costs.

1. A description of the management of groundwater extractions and recharge to ensure
that chronic lowering of groundwater levels or depletion of supply during periods of
drought is offset by increases in groundwater levels or storage during other periods.

3. Projects and management actions shall be supported by best available information and best
available science.

4. An Agency shall take into account the level of uncertainty associated with the basin setting
when developing projects or management actions” (CCR Section 354.44).

Further, a GSA “has and may use the powers [in the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA)] to provide the maximum degree of local control and flexibility consistent with the
sustainability goals of [SGMA]” (California Water Code (CWC), Section 10725(b)). “A
groundwater sustainability agency may perform any act necessary or proper to carry out the
purposes of [SGMA]” (CWC, Section 10725.2(a)).

4.2 INTRODUCTION TO PROJECTS AND MANAGEMENT ACTIONS

Projects and management actions (PMAs) have been developed to address sustainability goals,
minimum thresholds, and data gaps identified for the OVGB. The PMAs in this Chapter document
the existing management of the OVGB undertaken by the OBGMA and potential actions that the
OBGMA could undertake to further refine operation and management of the OVGB.

The OBGMA was created in 1991 and is currently one of only 15 special act districts with
legislative authority to manage groundwater in California. As such, the OBGMA has a rich history
of groundwater management and project implementation. OBGMA developed Groundwater
Management Plans (GMPs) in 1994, 2007, and 2018 (OBGMA 1994, 2007, and 2018). Included
in the GMPs are five primary goals to manage the OVGB, each with a number of action elements,
that are effectively equivalent to PMAs:

1. Understand the Basin
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2. Protect and Manage the Basin
3. Encourage Supporting Activities
4. Communicate Effectively
5. Administrate Efficiently
These existing management goals and associated action elements, as described in the GMPs, were

developed by the OBGMA based on basin studies and vetted through stakeholder outreach and
agency collaboration.

This chapter is organized by management action first, then projects that support each management
action discussed separately under each management action. The discussion includes a description
of the project, as well as additional details mandated by SGMA such as the legal, financial, and
regulatory considerations for each and implementation timetables. The PMAs proposed in this
GSP are summarized in Table 4-1.
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Table 4-1

Summary of Project and Management Actions for Potential Implementation

Sustainability

Recharge

Management Action Project/Element Indicator(s) Benefited | Circumstances for Implementation Schedule
Conduct Groundwater Level, Groundwater GL, GS, WQ, GDE Implementation ongoing, At least semi-annually
Quality, and Streamflow Monitoring improvements to be incorporated as
Conduct Groundwater Extraction Monitoring GL, GS needed Quarterly reporting
Prepare Sampling and Analysis Plan and Quality | GL, GS, WQ, GDE Updated/consistent SAP/QAPP To be prepared prior to
Assurance Project Plan procedures to be implemented upon first 5-year update
. plan completion/adoption
M t Action #1
anagemert /ielon ! Prepare Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems GDE GDE sustainability criteria to be
Understand the Basin .
Assessment developed once assessment is complete
Develop Data Management System GL, GS, WQ, GDE To be administered on an ongoing
basis once DMS is completed within
first few years of GSP implementation
Simulate Extreme Climate Scenarios GL, GS Will assist in refining minimum
thresholds and measurable objectives
Develop Comprehensive Conjunctive GL, GS, WQ, GDE Contingent upon agreement with
Management Plan CMWD and funding availability
M Action #2 Develop Groundwater Allocation GL, GS If undesirable results are determined | As needed.
anagement Action to be occurring or likely to occur
Protect and Manage the - - .
Basin Develop Water Conservation Program GL, GS Implementation ongoing, improvements | As needed.
to be incorporated as needed
Encourage Voluntary Pumping Reductions GL, GS If undesirable results are determined | As needed.
to be occurring or likely to occur
Develop Salt and Nutrient Management Plan wQ If required by the RWQCB, or if As needed.
undesirable results are determined to
Management Action #3 be OCCUrring or ||ke|y to occur
Encourage Supporting | Evaluate Feasibility of Recycled Water Production | GL, GS Based on future study and funding No specific schedule.
Activities for Non-Potable Use availability
Explore Opportunities to Implement Focused GL, GS, GDE Contingent upon funding availability No specific schedule.
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Table 4-1

Summary of Project and Management Actions for Potential Implementation

Management Action

Project/Element

Sustainability
Indicator(s) Benefited

Circumstances for Implementation

Schedule

Explore State Water Project Delivery Options

GL, GS

Initial study ongoing by CMWD.
Contingent upon agreement with
CMWD and funding availability

No specific schedule.

Evaluate Settlement Management Plan from GDE When settlement Management Plan is | As needed.
Management Action #4 | Physical Solution finalized
Communicate Implement Public Outreach and Engagement Plan | GL, GS, WQ, GDE To be implemented as a component Ongoing
Effectively Complete Groundwater Sustainability Plan Annual | GL, GS, WQ, GDE of the GSP Yearly
Reports and 5-Year Updates
Management Action #5 | Explore Grant Funding Opportunities GL, GS, WQ, GDE Current and ongoing implementation | Ongoing

Administrate Effectively

Notes: GL = declines in groundwater levels, GS = reduction of groundwater in storage, WQ = degraded groundwater quality, GDE = depletions of interconnected surface water (groundwater
dependent ecosystems), GSP = Groundwater Sustainability Plan, CMWD = Casitas Municipal Water District, SAP/QAPP = Sampling and Analysis Plan/ Quality Assurance Project Plan, DMS =

Data Management System
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4 — PROJECTS AND MANAGEMENT ACTIONS

4.2.1 Conduct Groundwater Level, Groundwater Quality, and
Streamflow Monitoring

As described in Chapters 2 and 3, the OBGMA routinely monitors groundwater and surface water
conditions in the OVGB. The OBGMA currently monitors groundwater levels in six wells using
pressure transducers and data loggers, and conducts monthly manual stream discharge monitoring,
and continuous stream stage monitoring, on lower San Antonio Creek. The Ventura County
Watershed Protection District (VCWPD) monitors groundwater levels in 18 wells on at least a
semi-annual basis and groundwater quality in 14 wells on an annual basis. The VCWPD also
operates several stream gauges on San Antonio Creek and its tributaries. In addition, operators of
drinking water systems monitor groundwater quality in nine municipal supply wells and report
results to the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Division of Drinking Water (DDW).
The OBGMA regularly reviews the groundwater and surface water data collected by VCWPD,
and the groundwater quality data submitted to the SWRCB, and uses the information to inform
management of the OVGB.

The OBGMA plans to continue to monitor groundwater levels and quality on at least a semi-annual
basis in the seven wells identified in Chapter 3, Table 3-5, and stream discharge and stage on lower
San Antonio Creek, as well as continue to map points of daylighting and infiltrating surface water
over time. Groundwater level and quality data made available by the VCWPD and SWRCB will
be analyzed and used to document groundwater trends moving forward. Annual reviews of the
groundwater level and quality data will be used to assess whether sampling frequency or the spatial
density of samples needs to be adjusted.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels, reduction of groundwater
in storage, degraded groundwater quality, and depletions of interconnected surface water would
benefit from implementation of this project.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

Groundwater level and groundwater quality measurements collected by the OBGMA and
VCWPD, and groundwater quality data submitted to the SWRCB, will continue to be used to
assess basin conditions, provide warning of potential undesirable results, and evaluate the
effectiveness of management activities at preventing undesirable results and maintaining
sustainability of the OVGB.

This program has been successful in tracking historical and current groundwater levels and has
been continually improved throughout past years. For example, in 2021, OBGMA installed a
depth-discrete monitoring well (South Central DDMW) in the southwestern part of the OVGB to
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evaluate aquifer connectivity and has been monitoring groundwater levels within it since. In
addition, as discussed in Chapter 3, Section 3.5.7.2, the existing network currently has an
appropriate monitoring frequency to continue to track short-term, seasonal, and long-term trends,
and address the minimum standards of the monitoring network as specified by DWR’s Monitoring
Networks and Identification of Data Gaps BMP (DWR 2016a). Moving forward, the existing
network will be periodically evaluated for its effectiveness, and additional wells added, if
necessary. Once sufficient historical information is gathered for the South Central DDMW, it may
be added as an RMP with specific minimum thresholds and measurable objectives.

Circumstances for Implementation

This project is currently being implemented and future opportunities to expand and/or improve the
groundwater and surface water monitoring networks will continue to be evaluated moving forward.

Public Noticing

There is no public notice required to continue existing groundwater and surface water monitoring
activities, aside from working with any private parties for access to a well in the network. If
OBGMA decides to drill a new dedicated monitoring well, public noticing would occur consistent
with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements. However, the OBGMA will
inform interested parties of any new monitoring well installations through implementation of the
Public Outreach and Engagement Plan (included as Appendix C).

Permitting and Regulatory Process

The OBGMA will obtain any required permits easements and access agreements necessary for
installing additional monitoring wells in the OVGB, if it is determined that new dedicated
monitoring wells should be added to the network.

Implementation Schedule

The implementation schedule for this management action will continue as it currently is being
conducted, as described in Chapter 3, Section 3.5. Should the need for additional groundwater
level or groundwater quality monitoring wells be identified in the future, a schedule for such an
action would be developed at that time, reported to DWR, and included as part of the 5-year GSP
evaluation process (CWC § 10733.8).

Legal Authority

The OBGMA and has the authority to install monitoring wells in the OVGB.
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Estimated Costs

Ongoing annual costs associated with general OBGMA operations and monitoring is approximately
$118,000, of which approximately $62,000 is dedicated to groundwater level, groundwater quality,
and streamflow monitoring (see Chapter 5, Table 5-2). The preliminary estimate to install a single
nested monitoring well in the OVGB, should the need for one be identified in the future, is
approximately $300,000 based on the total planning, permitting and installation cost for South
Central DDMW. This cost could change depending on multiple factors including well construction,
parcel availability, and subsurface conditions encountered.

4.2.2 Conduct Groundwater Extraction Monitoring

The OBGMA is mandated by its enabling legislation to monitor groundwater extractions from all
active water supply wells in the OVGB. Since 1993 and the adoption of Ordinance No. 1, the
OBGMA has required all wells, including de minimis pumpers, in the OVGB to be registered and
for extractions to be self-reported. A wellhead fixed fee in addition to an extraction charge based
upon the amount of water extracted from the OVGB are assessed to each well operator. All well
operators are required to install water measuring devices on extraction facilities. In the event a
water measuring device is inoperable extraction volumes may be estimated. Each well operator is
required to complete a Groundwater Extraction Statement and file it along with payment and any
supporting documents used to calculate extractions to the OBGMA on a quarterly basis. If a well
operator is delinquent in payment the well operator is subject to penalties.

The OBGMA will continue monitoring groundwater extraction from all wells in the OVGB.
OBGMA continually updates its extraction forms to the highest and best means for collecting reliable
and defensible data from pumpers. Fees paid to the OBGMA will be used to help pay for active
management of the OVGB including implementation of this GSP.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels and reduction of
groundwater in storage would benefit from implementation of this project.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

Groundwater extraction monitoring by the OBGMA will continue to provide an essential input to
the OBGMA to track the overall basin water budget, assist the OBGMA in identifying potential
wasteful uses of water, financially incentivize groundwater users to be as efficient as possible in
their uses of groundwater (due to the extraction charges), and help to continue to fund sustainable
management of the OVGB. The extraction monitoring network is essential in monitoring
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implementation actions for the groundwater in storage measurable objective that will be developed
as part of a comprehensive conjunctive management plan as described in Section 4.3.1.

This program has been successful in tracking extractions and has been continually improved
throughout past years. For example, in 2015, OBGMA started quarterly rather than semi-annual
reporting, and has started field-verifying certain self-reported extraction volumes by requesting
photographs or videos of meters, and/or sending interns to verify extraction wells that have
reported unusual extraction volumes (either much higher or lower than “normal”). Continued
implementation of this program under the GSP will continue to improve the coverage and accuracy
of the groundwater extraction monitoring program.

Circumstances for Implementation

The implementation schedule for this management action will continue as it currently is being
conducted, as described in Chapter 3, Section 3.5. Any new well users would need to self-report
extraction volumes to the OBGMA, just as current users of groundwater do. Should the need for
additional action associated with groundwater extraction monitoring be identified in the future, a
schedule for such an action would be developed at that time, reported to DWR, and included as
part of the 5-year GSP evaluation process (CWC § 10733.8).

Public Noticing

There is no public notice required to continue existing groundwater extraction monitoring
activities, aside from working with any private parties for access to a well in the network. The
OBGMA will inform interested parties of any new or updated extraction reporting requirements
through implementation of the Public Outreach and Engagement Plan (included as Appendix C).

Permitting and Regulatory Process

The OBGMA has the legal authority and responsibility to manage groundwater within its boundaries,
including the collection of information concerning groundwater extraction, use, and distribution.

Implementation Schedule
This project is currently being implemented.
Legal Authority

The OBGMA—as the GSA under SGMA—has the legal authority to conduct groundwater
extraction monitoring. The OBGMA is mandated by its enabling act to monitor groundwater
extractions from all active wells within the OVGB. The County of Ventura Resource Management
Agency issues groundwater well permits in the OVGB. In December 2014, the Ventura County
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Ordinance No. 4468 was adopted which regulates the construction, maintenance, operation,
modification, and destruction of groundwater wells. It incorporates the Statewide standards by
reference (DWR Bulletin 74-81 and 74-90, i.e., California Well Standards) along with local
requirements (DWR 1981, 1991). These legal standards and authority are described in greater
detail in Chapter 2 (Section 2.1.2.1 and 2.1.2.4).

Estimated Costs

Ongoing annual costs associated with general OBGMA operations is approximately $241,000, of
which a small amount is dedicated to operations costs associated with assessment and processing of
wellhead fixed fees and extraction charges (Chapter 5, Tables 5-1 and 5-2). Although there are some
operations costs associated with extraction monitoring the costs are small compared to the revenue
generated. As described in Section 4.6.1, the OBGMA is funded solely by wellhead fixed fees and
extraction charges, and receipt of grant monies.

4.2.3 Prepare Sampling and Analysis Plan and Quality Assurance
Project Plan

The OBGMA may prepare a sampling and analysis plan (SAP) and quality assurance project plan
(QAPP) for data collection and monitoring of applicable sustainability indicators. The SAP will
provide a plan that includes sampling objectives, potential contaminants of concern (COCs),
monitoring frequency, methods for groundwater elevation and quality monitoring, and sample
handling. The QAPP will define roles and responsibilities; quality objectives and criteria; special
training, documentation and records; field and laboratory analytical methods; field and laboratory
quality control, assessments and response actions; data processing, review, verification and
validation; data evaluation roles and responsibilities; and data reporting. Technical standards, data
collection methods, and quality assurance will be described in detail in the SAP/QAPP to ensure
comparable data and methodologies.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels, reduction of groundwater
in storage, degraded water quality, and depletions of interconnected surface water would benefit
from implementation of this project because the SAP/QAPP would improve the accuracy and
reliability of data collected.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

Implementation of the SAP/QAPP would ensure the field protocols and data collection efforts
remain consistent across the OVGB in terms of accuracy, precision, frequency, and reliability.
This would maximize the potential to identify temporal or geographic trends in groundwater levels
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and/or groundwater quality that are real, rather than the result of inconsistent data collection and/or
analysis methods. It would also make protocols and expectations clear to all users in the OVGB
with a registered well and would increase the reliability and defensibility of the data reported.
Implementation of this program under the GSP will continue to improve the accuracy, defensibility
and consistency of the data collected in support of sustainable basin management.

Circumstances for Implementation

This project is anticipated to be implemented within the first five years of GSP implementation,
but by 2022 at the earliest.

Public Noticing

The OBGMA will inform interested parties of progress on and/or availability of the SAP/QAPP
through implementation of the Public Outreach and Engagement Plan (included as Appendix C).

Permitting and Regulatory Process
The OBGMA has the legal authority to document sampling and analysis protocols.
Implementation Schedule

It is anticipated that the GSA would formalize its existing and improved practices into a
SAP/QAPP by 2022 at the earliest. The SAP/QAPP would be periodically revisited, and updated
if required, concurrently with the GSP’s 5-Year Updates.

Legal Authority

The OBGMA has the legal authority to document sampling and analysis protocols.
Estimated Costs

The estimated cost to prepare a SAP/QAPP is approximately $13,000 (Chapter 5, Table 5-4).
4.2.4 Prepare Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems Assessment

There is not sufficient information at this time to establish a minimum threshold or measurable
objective for depletions of interconnected surface water or groundwater dependent ecosystems
(GDEs). To fill existing data gaps and support development of minimum thresholds and
measurable objectives the OBGMA will prepare a riparian and aquatic groundwater dependent
ecosystems assessment for the OVGB. The assessment would include a work plan for completion
of biological surveys, additional stream and aquifer monitoring, and removal and identification of
potential funding of non-native phreatophytes. The assessment would expand upon the work
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completed in this GSP to identify potential GDEs, particularly those identified as “priority
potential GDEs” and “potential GDEs” identified in Chapter 2 (Section 2.3.4.7) and Appendix E,
by doing the following:

e Identification of additional sites for multi-completion monitoring wells and stream
gauges. Additional monitoring of groundwater levels in the shallow perched aquifer, and
streamflow and stage in San Antonio Creek has been identified as needed to validate the
importance of the underlying groundwater table for sustaining the streamflow and habitat.
Groundwater level monitoring in multi-completion wells or wells screened in discrete
aquifer units adjacent to surface water monitoring sites using pressure transducers and data
loggers would allow for assessment of stream-aquifer connectivity and establishment of
minimum thresholds and measurable objectives for depletions of interconnected surface
water and GDEs.

e Identification of critical riffles and habitat areas. The assessment would include
vegetation mapping and stream reach mapping sufficient in detail to identify conditions
that support special status species and whether such conditions have a nexus to the shallow
groundwater table. Additional research on maximum rooting depths for identified plant
species would further support evaluations of the groundwater dependence of associated
habitat. OBGMA would coordinate with SWRCB and others appropriate agencies
concerning ongoing study along San Antonio Creek.

e Inclusion of an Invasive Species Identification and Eradication Plan. One very
significant means of output from the OVGB (and especially along the riparian corridor) is
the evapotranspiration of shallow groundwater via native and non-native species. The non-
native species tend to proliferate quickly and use much more water than natives. Removal
of such species would be contemplated in the GDEs Assessment as a means of maximizing
the volume of shallow/percolating water available for special status species.

The GDEs Assessment would also incorporate updated data from the recently-installed South
Central DDMW well to evaluate connectivity between the principle aquifer and the shallow
perched aquifer in hydraulic connection with surface flows in San Antonio Creek. The GDEs
Assessment would include a series of recommendations and work plans (including scope, costs
and schedule) for consideration by the OBGMA in the implementation of the GSP. The assessment
may also propose initial minimum thresholds and measurable objectives, based on the updated
work, for the depletions of interconnected surface waters sustainability criterion, if appropriate.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit
The measurable objectives for depletions of interconnected surface water and groundwater

dependent ecosystems would benefit from implementation of this project.
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Expected Benefits and Evaluation

The groundwater dependent ecosystem assessment will benefit the sustainability criteria for
depletions of interconnected surface water by addressing the identified data gaps discussed in
Section 2.3.4 and Section 3.5.3.6. In particular, the assessment will provide the necessary
information to develop a work plan that may identify additional streamflow monitoring site and
sites for multi-completion monitoring wells specifically designed to track interconnected
streamflow and groundwater systems.

Circumstances for Implementation

Implementation of this PMA 1is necessary to establish minimum thresholds and measurable
objectives for the depletions of interconnected surface water indicator, and thus should be
implemented before the first GSP 5-Year Update.

Public Noticing

Based on the high-level description of this PMA, there is likely no public notice required to
complete this work. However, the OBGMA will inform interested parties of schedule, progress,
and/or results of the GDEs assessment through implementation of the Public Outreach and
Engagement Plan (included as Appendix C).

Permitting and Regulatory Process

The OBGMA has the authority to conduct further studies in support of the GSP. Potential partners
could include the City, County, SWRCB, Ojai Valley Land Conservancy (OVLC), the Green
Coalition, Upper Ventura River Groundwater Agency (UVRGA), and several other entities.

Implementation Schedule

The GDEs Assessment should be completed prior to the GSP’s first 5-Year Update.
Legal Authority

The OBGMA has the authority to conduct further studies in support of the GSP.
Estimated Costs

It is estimated that this PMA would cost $50,000 (see Chapter 5, Table 5-2) in addition to
costs already incurred for conducting groundwater level, groundwater quality, and
streamflow monitoring.
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4.2.5 Develop Data Management System

The OBGMA has maintained a database of historical groundwater and surface water data for the
OVGB since the agency’s formation in the early 1990s. Information contained in the database has
been used to prepare annual reports and groundwater management plans.

The OBGMA plans to develop a data management system (DMS) that will be composed of
historical data and allow for collection and input of future data with the ability to disseminate
information in various formats. Data collected and input into the DMS will have consistent units
and formatting as outlined in DWR’s Groundwater Monitoring Protocols, Standards, and Sites
BMP (DWR 2016b). The data will be stored in a Geographic Information System (GIS) relational
geodatabase format or similar database type. The DMS will be viewable in real time via Internet
and may be setup to be viewed geographically on a map viewer. The DMS will be able to output
data in GIS and/or Microsoft Excel formats. The DMS will be password protected and accessible
only by individuals with permissions. The OBGMA Board would develop policy regarding data
accessibility and procedures for data requests.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels, reduction of groundwater
in storage, degraded water quality, and depletions of interconnected surface water and groundwater
dependent ecosystems would benefit from implementation of this project.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

The DMS would benefit sustainable management of the OVGB by making groundwater
monitoring data available to all relevant parties in real time in several formats, thereby improving
decision making within the basin moving forward. For example, having a widely accessible DMS
would facilitate coordination of land use planning and permitting and current groundwater
conditions. The OBGMA would have ready access to existing conditions when evaluating policy
and making informed management decisions.

Circumstances for Implementation

The OBGMA will develop a DMS where data can be viewed in real time and information
disseminated in various formats as funding permits. The DMS will be improved throughout the
GSP implementation process.

Public Noticing

The OBGMA will inform interested parties of schedule, progress, and/or availability of the DMS
through implementation of the Public Outreach and Engagement Plan (included as Appendix C).
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Permitting and Regulatory Process

The OBGMA has the authority to develop a DMS to support the GSP. The OBGMA will
coordinate data collection and input with other entities who monitor climatic and hydrologic
conditions in the OVGB including the VCWPD and SWRCB.

Implementation Schedule

This project is anticipated to be implemented prior to the first 5-year GSP update.
Legal Authority

The OBGMA has the authority to develop a DMS to support the GSP.
Estimated Costs

The estimated cost to develop a DMS as described above is approximately $34,000 (see Chapter
5, Table 5-4). The estimated cost includes creation of the DMS architecture and input of historical
data. The estimated annual operations cost to update and maintain the DMS is approximately
$11,000 (see Chapter 5, Table 5-2).

4.2.6 Simulate Extreme Climate Scenarios

Two climate change scenarios were simulated to assess the effect of climate change on
groundwater resources in the OVGB. These climate scenarios utilized DWR’s 2030 and 2070
central tendency change factors, which represent the average monthly adjustments simulated using
a suite of 20 different global climate models (DWR 2018). In addition to these two scenarios,
DWR has provided monthly adjustments factors representing wetter milder warming (WMW) and
drier extreme warming (DEW) conditions. The change factors for the WMW and DEW conditions
were developed by DWR using results from a single global climate model that utilized RCP 4.5
intermediate emissions scenario and RCP 8.5 high-emissions scenario, respectively. DWR’s
climate change guidance identifies these scenarios as conditions that can be used to, “further
explore the range of uncertainty in future climate conditions and the impacts of such uncertainty
on future water budgets and potential management strategies” (DWR 2018).

As part of the 5-year update to the GSP, the OBGMA will assess projected groundwater conditions
under the WMW and DEW climate scenarios. The OBGMA will perform this assessment by
updating the projected simulations developed using the Ojai Basin Groundwater Model (OBGM)
with the climate change factors developed by DWR representing the WMW and DEW conditions.
As part of this update, the OBGMA will reevaluate projected water budgets and groundwater
elevations to further characterize uncertainty in groundwater conditions. Measured groundwater
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elevation, groundwater extraction data, and climatological data will be incorporated into these
model updates to assess current and projected basin demands and management strategies.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels and reduction of
groundwater in storage would benefit from implementation of this project.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

OBGMA'’s incorporation of the WMW and DEW climate scenarios into the OBGM will inform
whether adjustments need to be made to minimum thresholds and measurable objectives, and
whether additional operational flexibility needs to be incorporated into basin management to
account for additional uncertainties associated with extreme climate scenarios.

Circumstances for Implementation
This project is proposed to be implemented as a component of the first 5-year GSP update.
Public Noticing

The OBGMA will inform interested parties of schedule, progress, and/or results of the updated
climate simulations through implementation of the Public Outreach and Engagement Plan
(included as Appendix C).

Permitting and Regulatory Process

The OBGMA has the authority to conduct additional analyses in support of the GSP.
Implementation Schedule

This project is proposed to be implemented as a component of the first 5-year GSP update.
Legal Authority

The OBGMA has the authority to conduct additional analyses in support of the GSP.
Estimated Costs

The estimated cost to incorporate the WMW and DEW climate scenarios into the OBGM and run
simulations is approximately $24,000 (see Chapter 5, Table 5-4).
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4.3 MANAGEMENT ACTION NO. 2 - PROTECT AND MANAGE
THE BASIN

To ensure that the OVGB continues to operate within its sustainable yield and does not exhibit
undesirable results within the planning and implementation horizon of this GSP, the OBGMA
may take direct management actions to reduce groundwater extraction and conserve
groundwater supplies.

4.3.1 Develop Comprehensive Conjunctive Management Plan

The conjunctive management of groundwater and surface water resources reduces undesirable
fluctuations in supply and protects the beneficial uses of water resources. The Casitas Municipal
Water District (CMWD) is the wholesale and retail water supplier in the Ventura River watershed
and serves as the backup water supply for many customers in the OVGB when groundwater
supplies become depleted. Surface water from Lake Casitas supplied by CMWD and groundwater
extracted from the OVGB are currently conjunctively managed to the extent that there is increased
use of surface water in lieu of groundwater when groundwater in storage is low, and increased use
of groundwater and decreased use of surface water supplies when groundwater in storage is
sufficient. In August 2017 the OBGMA approved adoption of Resolution No. 2017-4 to work
cooperatively on the development of an agreement for the integrated use of surface water and
groundwater. Following adoption of Resolution No. 2017-4, the OBGMA developed preliminary
groundwater conservation actions based on groundwater levels at key well 04N22WO05L0SS, target
volumes of groundwater in storage, and CMWD’s Water Efficiency Allocation Program (WEAP);
however, the conjunctive use program has not been finalized and implementation of the
conservation actions are currently on a voluntary basis (OBGMA 2018).

The OBGMA will pursue with CMWD the development of an approved comprehensive
conjunctive management plan for the integrated use of surface water and groundwater through the
passage of a resolution. The conjunctive management plan will promote efficient water use, water
conservation, and beneficial uses of surface water and groundwater for the combined health of
Lake Casitas and the OVGB. To accomplish this goal, the conjunctive management plan will
include formal conservation actions the OBGMA and CMWD could take during drought
conditions when groundwater in storage and/or surface water supplies are low. The specific
conservation actions to be taken for various stages of water shortages will be developed as part of
this PMA. The OBGMA will pass the ordinances required to formalize and put the conservation
actions into effect.
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Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels, reduction of groundwater
in storage, degraded water quality, and depletions of interconnected surface water would benefit
from implementation of this project.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

The Comprehensive Conjunctive Management Plan would be a benefit to both groundwater and
surface water supplies by reducing reliance on the most stressed resource at any given time. By
establishing triggers for conservation actions, it helps minimize the impacts of drought conditions
on the water resources available to the OVGB. The GSP complements and enhances existing
projects and programs currently in place to maximize beneficial use of water resources and
increase operational flexibility within the OVGB.

Circumstances for Implementation
The implementation of this PMA is ongoing and based on future study and funding availability.
Public Noticing

The OBGMA will inform interested parties of schedule, progress, and/or availability of the
Comprehensive Conjunctive Management Plan through implementation of the Public Outreach
and Engagement Plan (included as Appendix C). CMWD may also present information
regarding development of the Comprehensive Conjunctive Management Plan at its publicly
noticed Board meetings.

Permitting and Regulatory Process

The OBGMA has the authority to conduct additional analyses and develop plans in support of
GSP implementation. The OBGMA will need to work cooperatively with CMWD in order to
develop and adopt the Comprehensive Conjunctive Management Plan. Section 708 of the
OBGMA'’s enabling legislation mandates that no groundwater shall be exported from the OVGB
except under permit issued by the OBGMA in full compliance with the policy and intent of the
law (SB 534). The law mandates the preservation of the groundwater for the common benefit of
water users within the OVGB.

Implementation Schedule

This project is proposed to be implemented as a component of the first 5-year GSP update but
requires coordination with CMWD in order to develop a firm schedule.
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Legal Authority
The OBGMA has the authority to conduct additional analyses in support of the GSP.
Estimated Costs

The estimated cost to develop a Comprehensive Conjunctive Management Plan as described above
is approximately $31,000 (see Chapter 5, Table 5-4).

4.3.2 Develop Groundwater Allocation

The existing conjunctive management approach implemented by OBGMA includes a soft
allocation based on the estimated volume of groundwater in storage at the springtime high.
The OBGMA notifies pumpers of the state of basin conditions and recommends target
extraction volumes.

In the event that groundwater extraction rates regularly exceed the estimated sustainable yield of
the OVGB, the OBGMA may develop a groundwater allocation for the OVGB. The groundwater
allocation may incorporate historical groundwater extraction by existing users and will be
developed with stakeholder input. The groundwater allocation may include fees and other penalties
for violations of pumping allowance or reporting.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels and reduction of
groundwater in storage would benefit from implementation of this project.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

Fees collected for groundwater produced in excess of the allocated amounts could be used to
develop and implement groundwater replenishment projects. Groundwater in storage will be
measured using groundwater elevations as a proxy. If groundwater elevations stabilize or rise at
the groundwater level RMPs, the project will have succeeded in increasing the volume of
groundwater in storage, preventing chronic declines in groundwater elevation.

Circumstances for Implementation

This project may be implemented if groundwater level and storage minimum thresholds are
exceeded, and undesirable results are determined to be occurring or likely to occur.
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Public Noticing

The OBGMA will inform interested parties of schedule, progress, and/or final results of the
Groundwater Allocation through implementation of the Public Outreach and Engagement Plan
(included as Appendix C).

Permitting and Regulatory Process

The SGMA legislation allows for charging fees for pumping in excess of allocations or non-
compliance with other GSA regulations (CWC Section 10732 (a)).

Implementation Schedule

If a groundwater allocation is deemed necessary based on exceedance of minimum thresholds, it would
occur in a similar manner as the soft allocation, except would be mandatory rather than voluntary.

Legal Authority

The SGMA legislation allows for charging fees for pumping in excess of allocations or non-
compliance with other GSA regulations (CWC Section 10732 (a)).

Estimated Costs

The estimated cost to develop a Groundwater Allocation Plan as described above is approximately
$28,000 (see Chapter 5, Table 5-4).

4.3.3 Develop Water Conservation Program

The OBGMA encourages water conservation practices by urban and agricultural users. Water
conservation practices that have been implemented in the OVGB are largely a result of
enforcement of water conservation policies included in the Ojai Valley Area Plan, rebate offers
for conversions offered by CMWD, market forces, and good management practices. The
agricultural sector has made significant investment in water efficient technologies such as micro
sprinklers and drip irrigation. CMWD has also implemented the WEAP, which includes mandated
water conservation targets based on the level of water storage in Lake Casitas. Each CMWD
customer is assigned an individual allocation based on reasonable demand for their water use and
customers who use water in excess of their allocated amount are issued a penalty (CMWD 2021).

The water conservation program developed by OBGMA would consist of separate components for
each water use sector. Programs for each sector would follow a similar approach consisting of
reviewing historical programs and projects, identifying areas and methods for greatest potential water
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savings, outreach and coordination with potential participants, developing project cost estimates,
competitively evaluating project alternatives, implementing projects, and acquiring follow-up metrics.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels and reduction of
groundwater in storage would benefit from implementation of this project because the project
reduces demand for groundwater.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

The primary expected benefit from this project is a reduction in the demand for groundwater in the
OVGB. The success of this project will be evaluated based on the aggregate volume of per capita
water use and total groundwater extraction in the OVGB.

Circumstances for Implementation

This project is currently being implemented and future opportunities to increase water
conservation will continue to be evaluated moving forward.

Public Noticing

Public noticing will be an integral part of the conservation program implementation. To be most
effective, the availability of optional water conservation program services such as water audits and
rebate programs will be widely advertised through billing inserts, websites, or mailings to well
operators and other members of the public. In addition, water conservation outreach will be
discussed at public meetings conducted by the OBGMA.

Permitting and Regulatory Process

The OBGMA has the authority to develop a water conservation program in support of
GSP implementation.

Implementation Schedule

It is anticipated that the Water Conservation Program would be developed and formalized prior to
the first 5-Year GSP update but the actual implementation schedule would likely be dependent on
funding and coordination with other agencies such as CMWD.

Legal Authority

The OBGMA has the authority to conduct additional analyses and develop plans in support of
GSP implementation.
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Estimated Costs

The estimated cost to develop a Water Conservation Plan as described above is approximately
$29,000(see Chapter 5, Table 5-4).

4.3.4 Encourage Voluntary Pumping Reductions

The OBGMA regularly monitors groundwater levels in wells in the OVGB and uses the
information to estimate groundwater in storage. As the volume of groundwater in storage
decreases, the OBGMA encourages water users to reduce pumping to conserve groundwater
supplies. The OBGMA will continue to employ this management approach, which may be
implemented in lieu or as a component of the comprehensive conjunctive management plan
described above. Groundwater users will be requested (or mandated by ordinance if implemented
as a component of the groundwater allocation or conjunctive management plan PMAs) to
minimize the volume of pumping to the maximum extent feasible when groundwater in storage
supplies are low.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels and reduction of
groundwater in storage would benefit from implementation of this project because the project
reduces demand for groundwater.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

The primary expected benefit from this project is a reduction in the demand for groundwater in the
OVGB. The success of this project will be evaluated based on the total groundwater extraction in
the OVGB.

Circumstances for Implementation

This project may be implemented if groundwater level and storage minimum thresholds are
exceeded, and undesirable results are determined to be occurring or likely to occur.

Public Noticing

The OBGMA will inform interested parties of measures and means of voluntary pumping
reductions through implementation of the Public Outreach and Engagement Plan (included
as Appendix C).
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Permitting and Regulatory Process

The OBGMA has the authority to conduct additional analyses and develop plans in support of
GSP implementation.

Implementation Schedule

It 1s anticipated that the voluntary pumping reductions would be encouraged when the amount of
groundwater in storage begins approaching the minimum threshold.

Legal Authority

The OBGMA has the authority to implement voluntary pumping reductions in support of GSP
implementation (CWC §10725 - 10726.9).

Estimated Costs

The estimated cost to encourage voluntary pumping reductions as described above is
approximately $20,000 (see Chapter 5, Table 5-4).

4.4 MANAGEMENT ACTION NO. 3 - ENCOURAGE
SUPPORTING ACTIVITIES

The OBGMA has a long history of working cooperatively with other agencies, stakeholders, and
water users to protect and maintain the groundwater supply for the common benefit of the water
users of the OVGB. The OBGMA will continue to support and work collectively on projects with
other entities to ensure the sustainability goals of this GSP are achieved.

441 Develop Salt and Nutrient Management Plan

The OVGB does not currently have a salt and nutrient management plan (SNMP) to address the
use of recycled water in the OVGB, and its potential impacts on groundwater quality. Recycled
water may play an integral role in maintaining the sustainability of groundwater conditions in the
OVGB in the future, as it could be used to replenish groundwater pumped in production areas or
for other municipal and industrial uses. A SNMP has not been required primarily because of
limited use of recycled water in the OVGB. The SNMP for the OVGB may be prepared at the
direction of the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) by the OBGMA in collaboration
with stakeholders and other interested parties, including the Ojai Valley Sanitary District (OVSD).
The SNMP process was designated by the California State Water Resources Control Board
(SWRCB) as the appropriate way to address salt and nutrient issues and ensure attainment of water
quality objectives and protection of beneficial uses.
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Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels and reduction of
groundwater in storage have the potential to benefit from implementation of this project.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

Use of recycled water in the OVGB has the potential to reduce demand on groundwater
production and replenish groundwater aquifers. An adopted SNMP for the OVGB would allow
for appropriate use of recycled water that maintains beneficial uses of groundwater. This
project will be effective if a SNMP for the OVGB is developed by the OBGMA and
stakeholders, and accepted by the RWQCB.

Circumstances for Implementation

Development of a SNMP will occur if required by the RWQCB, or if undesirable results are
determined to be occurring or likely to occur.

Public Noticing

Developing a SNMP requires substantial public input. This would be undertaken by the OBGMA
and stakeholders participating in the development of the SNMP. Scoping meetings for a basin plan
amendment would be noticed and held by the RWQCB. The OBGMA will inform interested
parties of schedule, progress, and/or availability of the SNMP through implementation of the
Public Outreach and Engagement Plan (included as Appendix C).

Permitting and Regulatory Process

CEQA needs to be followed if the Basin Plan is amended as a result of the SNMP. The public
agencies that participate in the process can be the lead agencies for CEQA and the RWQCB can
act as the responsible agency when adopting a basin plan amendment. Alternatively, the RWQCB
can act as the lead agency and request that stakeholders prepare the necessary documentation.

Implementation Schedule
There is no implementation schedule for this project.
Legal Authority

The OBGMA has the authority to conduct additional analyses and develop plans in support of GSP
implementation (CWC §10725 - 10726.9).
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Estimated Costs

The estimated cost to develop a Salt and Nutrient Management Plan as described above is
approximately $80,000 (see Chapter 5, Table 5-4).

4.4.2 Evaluate Feasibility of Recycled Water Production for Non-
Potable Reuse

The Ojai Valley Sanitary District provides sewer service to approximately 20,000 residents in
the City of Ojai, unincorporated Ojai Valley, and north Ventura Avenue area. The OVSD’s
wastewater treatment plant is located along the Ventura River in the north Ventura Avenue area
downstream of the OVGB. The treatment plant has a rated capacity of 3.0 million gallons per
day average dry weather flow. For the period from 1983 to 2020 the annual average daily flow
ranged from 1.44 to 3.02 million gallons per day. Highly treated effluent from the treatment
plant is discharged in accordance with the NPDES Permit requirements to the Ventura River (at
approximately river mile 5), with a limited quantity of treated effluent reclaimed for irrigation
use at the treatment plant.

The OBGMA will work with the OVSD on a feasibility study for the use of treated effluent from
the wastewater treatment plant for non-potable reuse in the OVGB.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels and reduction of
groundwater in storage have the potential to benefit from implementation of this project, because
non-potable water reuse would be in lieu of groundwater in most cases.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

Use of recycled water in the OVGB has the potential to reduce demand on groundwater production
and replenish groundwater aquifers.

Circumstances for Implementation

This PMA is conceptual and would require collaboration with OVSD to evaluate feasibility. No
specific trigger has been developed for implementation and likely would be opportunistic based
on factors such as the need to upgrade existing wastewater infrastructure.

Public Noticing

The OBGMA will inform interested parties of schedule, progress, and/or results of the
feasibility study through implementation of the Public Outreach and Engagement Plan
(included as Appendix C).
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Permitting and Regulatory Process

The OBGMA has the authority to conduct additional analyses and develop plans in support of
GSP implementation.

Implementation Schedule
There is no specific schedule for implementation of this PMA.
Legal Authority

The OBGMA has the authority to conduct additional analyses and develop plans in support of GSP
implementation (CWC §10725 - 10726.9). In addition, SB 534 Article 5, Section 503 provides for
the OBGMA to recommend and encourage wastewater reuse.

Estimated Costs

The estimated cost to evaluate the feasibility of recycled water production for non-potable use as
described above is approximately $26,000 (see Chapter 5, Table 5-4).

44.3 Explore Opportunity to Implement Focused Recharge

Managed recharge of the OVGB occurred until 1985 through diversion of San Antonio Creek
surface flows to a series of percolations basins at the San Antonio Creek Spreading Grounds. The
San Antonio Creek Spreading Grounds Rehabilitation Project (SACSGRP) was undertaken to
restore the function of the percolation basins, but the spreading grounds have not been used since
the project was completed due to operational issues with the diversion structure.

The OBGMA supports the use of the spreading grounds to recharge the OVGB. The OBGMA will
partner with the VCWPD to develop a workplan to bring the spreading grounds back into operation.

The OBGMA also supports stormwater capture for shallow aquifer recharge in portions of the
OVGB overlain by the City of Ojai. Enhanced recharge of the shallow aquifer would likely benefit
GDEs and downstream water users. The OBGMA will partner with the City of Ojai and conduct
a feasibility study to identify opportunities to capture and direct roof and hardscape runoff to open
spaces for shallow aquifer recharge.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels, reduction of groundwater in
storage, and depletions of interconnected surface water would benefit from implementation of this
project if aquifer recharge results in an increase in groundwater elevations and groundwater in storage.

DRAFT FINAL Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin

January 2022 4-26



4 — PROJECTS AND MANAGEMENT ACTIONS

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

Increased aquifer recharge would offset groundwater production and increase the sustainable yield
of the OVGB. If the project is implemented, the success of the project will be evaluated based on
the volume of water that recharges the groundwater aquifers.

Circumstances for Implementation

This project is proposed to be implemented as a component of the first 5-year GSP update. The
implementation of this PMA is ongoing and based on future study and funding availability.

Public Noticing

The OBGMA will inform interested parties of progress and results of implementing focused
recharge through implementation of the Public Outreach and Engagement Plan (included as
Appendix C).

Permitting and Regulatory Process

The OBGMA has the authority to conduct additional analyses and develop plans in support of
GSP implementation.

Implementation Schedule

This project is proposed to be developed as a component of the first 5-year GSP update. There is
no specific schedule for implementation of this PMA.

Legal Authority

The OBGMA has the authority to conduct additional analyses and develop plans in support of GSP
implementation (CWC §10725 - 10726.9).

Estimated Costs

The estimated cost to explore focused recharge opportunities as described above is approximately
$32,000 (see Chapter 5, Table 5-4).

444 Explore State Water Project Water Delivery Options

CMWD does not plan to obtain additional water through surface water transfers and exchanges,
from desalinated water, or from recycled water. CMWD does, however, have an entitlement to
5,000 AFY of State Water Project (SWP) water that it is currently not able to receive because
CMWD does not have a physical connection to the SWP. In 1963, the Ventura County Flood
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Control District (VCFCD), now the Ventura County Watershed Protection District), contracted
with the State of California for 20,000 AFY of water from the SWP. In 1971, the VCFCD assigned
the administration of the Water Supply Contract to Casitas. Casitas’ contractual share is 5,000
AFY, the City of Ventura has 10,000 AFY, and United Water Conservation District (UWCD) has
5,000 AFY. UWCD can access SWP through Lake Piru (via Pyramid Lake and Piru Creek),
although local infrastructure is not in place to deliver the contractual share to Casitas and the City
of Ventura.

In August 2020, DWR issued its most recent update, the 2019 DWR State Water Project Delivery
Capability Report (DCR). The 2019 DCR includes DWR’s estimates of SWP water supply
availability under both existing (2020) and future (2040) conditions. According to the DCP, the
long-term average delivery under existing conditions is 58 percent of Table A, and long-term
average delivery under future conditions is 52 percent of Table A (2019 CDR, Appendix A Table
A-1 and Appendix B Table B-3). For Casitas, this would result in a long-term average yield of
2,900 AFY under existing conditions and 2,600 AFY under future conditions.

CMWD has been involved in several studies to bring SWP water to the service area. Ultimately,
either construction of a pipeline or interagency coordination and water transfers and exchanges,
would be required for CMWD to access its SWP entitlement (CMWD 2021; Milner 2016).
Currently, CMWD is exploring two SWP water alternatives: 1) connection with Carpinteria Valley
Water District for 2,000 AFY on average and 2) connection between Calleguas Municipal Water
District and the City of Ventura which could offset the City of Ventura’s demands from Lake
Casitas by as much as 5,000 AFY. These alternatives are conceptual and further study and
implementation will likely be based on eligibility and availability of funding.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels and reduction of
groundwater in storage have the potential to benefit from implementation of this project, because
any use of SWP water in the OVGB would be in lieu of groundwater in most cases.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

If a water supply pipeline or agency exchange is implemented to allow CMWD to obtain it’s full
SWP Table A allocation, it is estimated that it could provide a long-term average yield of 2,900
AFY, taking the DCR into account. Depending on how much of this amount is delivered to the
OVGB, it could significantly enhance operational flexibility within the basin, and allow for further
conjunctive management of the basin.
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Circumstances for Implementation
The implementation of this PMA is ongoing and based on future study and funding availability.
Public Noticing

The OBGMA will inform interested parties of State Water Project delivery options through
implementation of the Public Outreach and Engagement Plan (included as Appendix C).

Permitting and Regulatory Process

The OBGMA has the authority to conduct additional analyses and develop plans in support of
GSP implementation.

Implementation Schedule
There is no schedule for this PMA.
Legal Authority

The OBGMA has the authority to conduct additional analyses and develop plans in support of GSP
implementation (CWC §10725 - 10726.9). The OBGMA would need to coordinate with CMWD to
explore SWP options.

Estimated Costs

The estimated cost to explore State Water Project delivery options as described above is
approximately $20,000 (see Chapter 5, Table 5-4).

4.5 MANAGEMENT ACTION NO. 4 - COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY

Effective communication between the OBGMA, stakeholders, and water users is a required
component of SGMA and key to successful groundwater sustainability planning and
implementation of projects and management actions.

4.5.1 Evaluate Settlement Management Plan from Physical Solution

On September 15, 2020, the City of Ventura, Ventura River Water District, Meiners Oaks Water
District, Wood-Claeyssens Foundation, and the Rancho Matilija Mutual Water Company released
a Proposed Physical Solution' as part of a settlement agreement between the City of Ventura and

! A physical solution is a court-supervised management plan that protects water resources within the watershed (in

this case for the ecological beneficial uses within the Ventura River watershed), while preserving water right
priorities, to the extent that those priorities do not lead to unreasonable use.
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Santa Barbara Channelkeeper over a water rights litigation in the Ventura River watershed. The
Proposed Physical Solution resolves that it is not necessary at this time for the court to determine
the relative priority rights to water or to establish a comprehensive adjudication of water rights in
the Ventura River watershed. The Proposed Physical Solution recognizes and requires integration
with GSPs under development for the OVGB and Upper Ventura River Groundwater Basin. The
parties and the management committee, an arm of the court, will coordinate with the GSAs in
finalizing and preparing the Management Plan, which is a plan to move the conditions of the
Southern California steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss) fish population (Fishery) in the watershed
from baseline condition to good condition. The Proposed Physical Solution is expressly designed
to address one of the six “undesirable results” that the GSP must avoid—the significant and
undesirable depletions of interconnected surface water. The Proposed Physical Solution proposes
to use the health of the Fishery as a proxy for the overall health of the instream uses in the Ventura
River Watershed. The court finds that the Proposed Physical Solution addresses this undesirable
result, and if they so choose, the GSAs may adopt the Proposed Physical Solution to meet the
requirements of that portion of the GSP. In addition, the Proposed Physical Solution and the final
adopted Management Plan will include a water management component that could inform other
requirements of the GSPs.

The Proposed Physical Solution consists of three phases: 1) Adoption Phase, 2) Implementation
Phase, and 3) Adaptive Management Phase. The Adoption Phase allows the parties time to
establish the governance structure and adopt the Management Plan. The Implementation Phase is
a 10-year period after adoption of the Management Plan in which the parties will implement the
Management Plan, and the Adaptive Management Phase is a continuing series of 10-year periods
in which the parties will adaptively manage the implementation of the Management Plan and plan
updates. The purpose of this phasing is to allow for transition of existing baseline conditions in the
Ventura River watershed to good conditions as measured by the health of the Fishery.

Management Plan actions to achieve good conditions for Fishery health include potential activities
such as removing barriers that block the steelhead’s access to critical habitat, creation of rearing
habitat (pools) and river features such as boulder and large woody material to improve habitat
conditions, reducing invasive species, and monitoring water quality and the steelhead population.
The OBGMA'’s preparation of a Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem Assessment as part of
Management Action 1 is expected to be compatible with Management Plan actions to achieve good
conditions for Fishery health.

To date, no settlement agreement has been reached and the current terms of the Proposed Physical
Solution have not been resolved. Additionally, no formal coordination by the parties and the
management committee has occurred with the OBGMA. As this GSP is due to the DWR on
January 31, 2022, it is unlikely that there will be sufficient time to review and incorporate
appropriate findings and recommendations of the Management Plan into the GSP. When the

DRAFT FINAL Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin

January 2022 4-30



4 — PROJECTS AND MANAGEMENT ACTIONS

Management Plan is finalized the OBGMA will review the plan and evaluate its applicability to
the GSP and management of the OVGB.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for depletions of interconnected surface water and groundwater
dependent ecosystems may benefit from implementation of this project (the benefits of the
Proposed Physical Solution are still to be determined).

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

The benefits of the Proposed Physical Solution are still to be determined. The primary expected
benefit from this project would be enhancement of the Southern California steelhead population
in the Ventura River watershed, including in San Antonio Creek, through adoption of the Proposed
Physical Solution and implementation of the Management Plan. It is anticipated that the
Management Plan will include activities and monitoring on San Antonio Creek and in the OVGB
including water quality monitoring and removal of invasive species (see Section 4.2.4). Data
collected as part of implementation of the Management Plan may fill data gaps and improve
understanding of the hydrogeology of the OVGB.

Circumstances for Implementation
The OBGMA will evaluate the settlement Management Plan when finalized.
Public Noticing

The OBGMA will communicate issues from the Physical Solution, if they relate to activities
within the OVGB, through means outlined in the Public Outreach and Engagement Plan
(included as Appendix C). This could include website postings, email distribution, public
meeting agenda items, etc.

Permitting and Regulatory Process

There would be no permitting and regulatory process for the OBGMA associated with the
Proposed Physical Solution, because the OBGMA'’s role would be limited to reviewing and
incorporating appropriate findings and recommendations of the Management Plan into the GSP at
the time of the 5-year update, as appropriate.

Implementation Schedule

The OBGMA will evaluate the settlement Management Plan when finalized. The OBGMA will
provide comment and input during the Adoption Phase if contacted by the parties and the
management committee.
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Legal Authority

The OBGMA has the legal authority to review and incorporate findings and recommendations of
the Management Plan into the GSP, as appropriate (CWC §10725 - 10726.9).

Estimated Costs

The estimated cost to evaluate the Management Plan from the Proposed Physical Solution as
described above is approximately $24,000 (see Chapter 5, Table 5-4).

4.5.2 Implement Public Outreach and Engagement Plan

In 2020, the GSA prepared a Draft Public Outreach and Engagement Plan to provide individual
stakeholders, stakeholder organizations, and other interested parties an opportunity to be involved
in the development and evaluation of this GSP. To this end, the Public Outreach and Engagement
Plan, included as Appendix C of this GSP, describes the steps the GSA has taken, and will continue
to take, to achieve broad, enduring and productive public involvement during the development and
implementation phases of this GSP.

The Public Outreach and Engagement Plan includes a list of identified stakeholders as of 2020 and
describes the methods and avenues in which the GSA has continued to identify additional
stakeholders, continued to solicit public involvement and feedback, and considered and/or
incorporated stakeholder comments and concerns into the development and future implementation
of this GSP. Examples of outreach and engagement that could occur during the GSP’s
implementation phase include soliciting input and/or communicating progress on the other PMAs
discussed in this chapter, communicating the status of the Basin, and coordinating with other
agencies in the watershed affected by GSP implementation.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels, reduction of groundwater
in storage, degraded water quality, and depletions of interconnected surface water have the
potential to benefit from implementation of this project.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

Stakeholder engagement is an important component of any successful long-term planning effort
and is required by SGMA (Sections 10720-10730) and GSP Regulations (Section 353-354).
Engaging members of the public on groundwater sustainability planning can improve public
understanding of the technical, financial, and political considerations the GSA factors into their
decision-making process. Participation by the public can also improve the GSA’s understanding
of the potential impacts of their decisions.
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Circumstances for Implementation
The Public Outreach and Engagement Plan will be implemented as a component of the GSP.
Public Noticing

No public noticing is required to implement the Public Outreach and Engagement Plan (because it
is already included as Appendix C of this GSP).

Permitting and Regulatory Process

The OBGMA is a public agency subject to the Brown Act, the state law that governs public meetings
of agencies. All meetings shall be open and public except when the Brown Act authorizes otherwise.

Implementation Schedule

This PMA will be implemented on an ongoing basis throughout development, implementation,
and updates of this GSP.

Legal Authority

The OBGMA has the authority to implement public outreach and engagement during development and
after adoption this GSP (CWC §10720—-10730).

Estimated Costs

The estimated cost to implement the Public Outreach and Engagement Plan as described above is
approximately $35,000 (see Chapter 5, Table 5-4).

4.5.3 Complete Groundwater Sustainability Plan Annual Reports
and 5-Year Updates

SGMA requires GSAs to submit annual reports to DWR by April 1% of each year following adoption
of a GSP, and to submit GSP evaluations and periodic updates at least every five years. Annual
reports and periodic evaluations shall, at a minimum, include the components described as required
pursuant to CCR Section 356.2 and Section 356.4, respectively (see Chapter 5, Section 5.1).

The OBGMA will submit annual reports to DWR each year and evaluate its GSP at least every 5
years. In addition to being available from DWR, the OBGMA will make annual reports and
periodic evaluations available to the public and stakeholders through the OBGMA’s website, email
announcements, newsletters/columns, and/or water bill inserts.
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Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for all sustainability indicators applicable to the OVGB, as discussed
in Chapter 3, will benefit from completion of annual reports and 5-year updates.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

Each Periodic Evaluation will include an assessment of changes (in basin status, undesirable
results, etc.) that have occurred, or new information impacting water use, and how they may impact
the plan implementation and achievement of the sustainability goal. These annual reports and 5-
year updates ensure that the OVGB is adaptively managed according to conditions as they exist at
the time of each update and allows incorporation of new data or revised basin understanding into
basin management, as necessary to meet the overall sustainability goal.

Circumstances for Implementation

The OBGMA will submit GSP annual reports and 5-year periodic evaluations to DWR as required
by SGMA.

Public Noticing

The OBGMA will inform interested parties of schedule, progress, and/or availability of the Annual
Reports and 5-Year Updates through implementation of the Public Outreach and Engagement Plan
(included as Appendix C).

Permitting and Regulatory Process

The OBGMA is required by SGMA to submit GSP annual reports and 5-year periodic evaluations
to DWR.

Implementation Schedule

The OBGMA will submit annual reports to DWR by April 1% of each year and the periodic GSP
evaluations and updates every five years.

Legal Authority

The OBGMA is required by SGMA to submit GSP annual reports and 5-year periodic evaluations
to DWR.

Estimated Costs

The total annual cost of Annual Comprehensive DWR Reporting is estimated to be $30,000 per
year starting in FY 2022. The 5-year update costs, including the Agency Evaluation and
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Assessment Report and model updates/simulations, is estimated to be $180,000. If model updates
are not required, the cost would be lower. These costs are expected to be funded using a
combination of groundwater extraction charges, including quarterly fixed charges and variable
pumping fees. Additionally, the OBGMA will proactively seek additional funding through state or
other grants.

4.6 MANAGEMENT ACTION NO. 5 - ADMINISTRATE EFFICIENTLY

The resources available to the OBGMA to sustainably manage the OVGB include extraction fees
charged to groundwater users and grant funding. Therefore, it is essential that the OBGMA
administrates efficiently and pursues alternative funding opportunities to implement the PMAs
described in this GSP and keep extraction fees low.

4.6.1 Explore Grant Funding Opportunities

The OBGMA is funded by wellhead fixed fees and extraction charges assessed to each well
operator in the OVGB. These funds are used to carry out the groundwater management activities
of the agency, though the majority of OBGMA'’s operating budget is used to pay the agency’s
staff, insurance, legal services, and regular audit expenses. The OBGMA has successfully secured
additional funding through grants, including for development of the Ojai Basin Groundwater
Model and completion of the SACSGRP. The OBGMA will continue to explore grant funding
opportunities that are within its purview to pay management and administration costs, operations
and monitoring costs, and to fund continuation of the existing and implementation of the proposed
PMAs identified in this GSP.

Measurable Objective Expected to Benefit

The measurable objectives for chronic declines in groundwater levels, reduction of groundwater
in storage, degraded water quality, and depletions of interconnected surface water have the
potential to benefit from implementation of this project, because grants funds would pay for
sustainable groundwater planning and implementation of projects.

Expected Benefits and Evaluation

Adequate funding is required for the sustainable management of groundwater in the OVGB. The success
of this management action will be evaluated based on the OBGMA’s ability to secure grant funds for
continuation of the existing and implementation of the proposed PMAs identified in this GSP.

Circumstances for Implementation

This project is currently being implemented and will continue through the implementation phase
of this GSP.
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Public Noticing

State and federal grants funded by taxpayers are subject to public review prior to final distribution of
funds. The OBGMA will inform interested parties and the public when grant funding is received and
how the funding will support the sustainable management of groundwater resources in the OVGB.

Permitting and Regulatory Process

The OBGMA has the authority to apply for grant funding to support the sustainable management
of the OVGB.

Implementation Schedule
The OBGMA will review funding opportunities and submit grant proposals as opportunities arise.

The Sustainable Groundwater Management Grant Program Proposition 68 Implementation Round
2 application solicitation begins in spring 2022, which may be an opportunity for the OBGMA to
secure funding for implementation of one or several of the PMAs discussed above.

Legal Authority

The OBGMA has the authority to apply for grant funding to support the sustainable management
of the OVGB.

Estimated Costs

The estimated cost to explore grant funding opportunities is approximately $17,000 (Chapter 5,
Table 5-4). This includes cost to research funding opportunities and write grant applications.
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CHAPTER 5
PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

5.1 GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN IMPLEMENTATION
AND ESTIMATED COSTS

This Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) will be implemented by the Ojai Basin Groundwater
Management Agency (OBGMA), acting as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for the
Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin (OVGB). The following sections include cost estimates for Plan
implementation including annual reporting, periodic updates, monitoring protocols, and projects
and management actions (PMAs). Potential funding sources and mechanisms are presented along
with a tentative schedule for implementing the GSP’s primary components. In addition, annual
reporting and 5-year update procedures for the OVGB are described.

Standards for Plan Implementation

Under the GSP Regulations (23 California Code of Regulations [CCR] Section 350, et seq.), the
GSP is to include the following:

e An estimate of the cost of implementing the Plan and a general description of how the
Agency plans to meet those costs (23 CCR Section 354.6(¢)).
e Schedule for Implementation (23 CCR Sections 352.4(¢c)(2) and 355.4(b)(2)).

Annual Reporting

The OBGMA shall submit an annual report to the California Department of Water Resources
(DWR) by April 1 of each year following the adoption of the GSP. The annual report shall include
the following components for the preceding water year:

1. General information, including an executive summary and a location map depicting the
basin covered by the report.

2. A detailed description and graphical representation of the following conditions of the basin
managed in the Plan:

a. Groundwater elevation data from monitoring wells identified in the monitoring
network shall be analyzed and displayed as follows:

1. Groundwater elevation contour maps for each principal aquifer in the basin illustrating,
at a minimum, the seasonal high and seasonal low groundwater conditions.

ii. Hydrographs of groundwater elevations and water year type using historical data to the
greatest extent available, including from January 1, 2015, to current reporting year.
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3.

Groundwater extraction for the preceding water year. Data shall be collected using the
best available measurement methods and shall be presented in a table that summarizes
groundwater extractions by water use sector, and identifies the method of measurement
(direct or estimate) and accuracy of measurements, and a map that illustrates the
general location and volume of groundwater extractions.

Surface water supply used or available for use, for groundwater recharge or in-lieu use
shall be reported based on quantitative data that describes the annual volume and
sources for the preceding water year.

Total water use shall be collected using the best available measurement methods and
shall be reported in a table that summarizes total water use by water use sector, water
source type, and identifies the method of measurement (direct or estimate) and accuracy
of measurements.

Change in groundwater in storage shall include the following:
1. Change in groundwater in storage maps for each principal aquifer in the basin.

ii. A graph depicting water year type, groundwater use, the annual change in
groundwater in storage, and the cumulative change in groundwater in storage for
the basin based on historical data to the greatest extent available, including from
January 1, 2015, to the current reporting year.

A description of progress towards implementing the Plan, including achieving interim
milestones, and implementation of projects or management actions since the previous
annual report (CCR Section 356.2).

5-Year Evaluation

The OBGMA shall evaluate its Plan at least every 5 years and whenever the Plan is amended and
provide a written assessment to DWR. The assessment shall describe whether the Plan
implementation, including implementation of PMAs, are meeting the sustainability goal in the
OVGB, and shall include the following:

1.

A description of current groundwater conditions for each applicable sustainability indicator
relative to measurable objectives, interim milestones and minimum thresholds.

A description of the implementation of any projects or management actions, and the effect
on groundwater conditions resulting from those projects or management actions.

Elements of the Plan, including the basin setting, management areas, or the identification
of undesirable results and the setting of minimum thresholds and measurable objectives,
shall be reconsidered and revisions proposed, if necessary.
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4. An evaluation of the basin setting in light of significant new information or changes in
water use, and an explanation of any significant changes. If the Agency’s evaluation shows
that the basin is experiencing overdraft conditions, the Agency shall include an assessment
of measures to mitigate that overdraft.

5. A description of the monitoring network within the basin, including whether data gaps
exist, or any areas within the basin are represented by data that does not satisfy the
requirements of the GSP Regulations (23 CCR Sections 352.4 and 354.34(c)). The
description shall include the following:

a. An assessment of monitoring network function with an analysis of data collected to
date, identification of data gaps, and the actions necessary to improve the monitoring
network, consistent with the requirements of Section 354.38.

b. Ifthe Agency identifies data gaps, the Plan shall describe a program for the acquisition
of additional data sources, including an estimate of the timing of that acquisition, and
for incorporation of newly obtained information into the Plan.

c. The Plan shall prioritize the installation of new data collection facilities and analysis of
new data based on the needs of the basin.

6. A description of significant new information that has been made available since Plan
adoption or amendment, or the last 5-year assessment. The description shall also include
whether new information warrants changes to any aspect of the Plan, including the
evaluation of the basin setting, measurable objectives, minimum thresholds, or the criteria
defining undesirable results.

7. A description of relevant actions taken by the Agency, including a summary of regulations
or ordinances related to the Plan.

8. Information describing any enforcement or legal actions taken by the Agency in
furtherance of the sustainability goal for the basin.

9. A description of completed or proposed Plan amendments.

10. Where appropriate, a summary of coordination that occurred between multiple Agencies
in a single basin, Agencies in hydrologically connected basins, and land use agencies.

11. Other information the Agency deems appropriate, along with any information required by
DWR to conduct a periodic review as required by California Water Code (CWC) Section
10733 (CCR Section 356.4).
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5.1.1 Groundwater Sustainability Agency Annual Budget

The OBGMA has performed substantial work toward estimating the cost of GSP implementation
based on historical OBGMA operating costs and estimated costs to complete the activities
contemplated in this GSP. Summaries of the tasks and costs are provided in the following subsections.

5.1.1.1 Management, Administration, and Other Costs

The OBGMA management and administration costs are based on historical management of the
OVGB. The OBGMA'’s five-year cost of service analsyis prepared in 2020 was used as the basis for
establishing budget through fiscal year (FY) 2024 (OBGMA 2020). Thereafter, future costs were
estimated by applying inflation factors! to established costs. Table 5-1 provides a comprehensive list
of line item expense types that the OBGMA expects to incur in FY 2022. The total annual cost of
these tasks in FY 2022 is estimated to be $123,000 (rounded up to the nearest thousand).

Table 5-1
Management, Administration and Other Costs

Estimated Annual Cost
Expense ltem (FY 2022)
Management and Administration
Administrative Personnel $35,000
Liability Insurance $2,200
Worker's Comp $700
Medical Reimbursement $2,500
Sub-Total Labor Cost: $40,400
Office Expenses
Rent $9,600
Telephone $1,500
Utilities (included in office rent) $-
Supplies $2,500
Postage $2,000
Equipment Purchase/Capital Outlay $2,500
Bank Charges $-
Sub-Total Office Cost: $18,100
Training & Memberships
Staff Training $1,000
Ventura Watershed Council/Coordinator $400
IRWMP/Watershed Coalition Membership $1,600
Sub-Total Training and Memberships Cost: $3,000

' Assumes general inflation factor of 2.8% per year. Inflation factors for salary = 3.5%, benefits = 7%, utilities =

5%, construction = 4%, insurance = 6%, engineering = 4% and legal services = 3.5%.
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Table 5-1
Management, Administration and Other Costs
Estimated Annual Cost
Expense ltem (FY 2022)
Regular Professional/Support Services
Accounting/Bookkeeping $10,000
Management Services $15,000
Legal Services
Board/Administrative Support $22,000
Other Support Services
Financial Audit $12,000
Website Maintenance $1,000
Existing Data Base $1,000
Sub-Total Regular Prof./Support Services Cost: $61,000
Total Management, Administration and Other Costs $123,000 (rounded)

5.1.1.2 Operations and Monitoring Costs

Annual operations include monitoring of groundwater levels, water quality, and streamflow, and
compilation of self-reported production data. Cost to compile and report self-reported data is
included as part of Management, Administration and Other Costs. Other tasks include data
management, monitoring equipment maintenance, and project management and coordination such
as attendance of technical staff at OBGMA Board Meetings. The required annual report will be
produced in accordance with Section 356.2 of the GSP Regulations. The total annual cost of these
tasks is estimated to be $118,000 per year (rounded up to the nearest thousand) starting in FY
2022. A task list and related estimated annual costs are provided in Table 5-2.

Table 5-2
Operations and Monitoring Costs
Estimated Annual Cost
Expense Item (FY 2022)
Task 1: | Monthly Water Level Monitoring $21,000
Task 2: | Semi-Annual Water Quality Monitoring $15,000
Task 3: | Monthly Stream Flow Monitoring $26,000
Task 4: | Annual Data Management System Maintenance $11,000
Task 5: | Annual Comprehensive DWR Reporting $30,000
Task 6: | Project Management and Coordination $15,000
Total Operations and Monitoring Costs $118,000 (rounded)
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5.1.2 Reserves and Contingencies

In addition to covering the operations budget, the OBGMA will investigate the need for adoption of a
reserves policy which is expressly authorized by the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA) (CWC Sections 10730(a) and 10730.2(a)(1)). Reasonable and achievable reserves are a
prudent financial tool to aid in cash flow timing and unforeseen expenditures. Generally, a reserve for
operations targets a specific percentage of annual operating costs or days of cash on hand. The reserve
target is influenced by several factors including the frequency of billing and the recurrence of expenses.
Comparable agencies use a reserves policy rule of one to two times frequency of cash flow. For
example, based on the OBGMA'’s current quarterly billing cycle, the reserves percentage would be
from 25% to 50% of the general operating budget, which would include the costs detailed in Tables 5-
1 through 5-3. Additional reserves may be required for implantation of PMAs (Table 5-4) and other
future capital improvement projects if implanted by the OBGMA.

5.1.3 Periodic (5-Year) Groundwater Sustainability Plan Update Costs

Every fifth year of GSP implementation and whenever the GSP is amended, the OBGMA is
required to prepare and submit an Agency Evaluation and Assessment Report to the DWR together
with the annual report for that year. The assessment and report will be prepared as described in
CCR Section 356.10. Table 5-3 provides a list of tasks and estimated cost that the OBGMA expects
to incur to complete 5-year updates. The total cost to prepare the five-year update due in FY 2027
is estimated to be $180,000 (rounded up to the nearest thousand).

Table 5-3
Groundwater Sustainability Plan 5-Year Update Costs

Expense Item Estimated 5-Year Additional Costs
Task 1 | Model Update and Simulations* $60,000
Task2 | GSP Evaluation $40,000
Task 3 | GSP Update $70,000
Task 4 | Project Management and Meetings $10,000
Total Groundwater Sustainability Plan 5-Year Update Costs $180,000 (rounded)

Notes:
*  Costs for model update and simulations are provided for every 5 years of the planning horizon, though this task may not be completed each
time, or the scope of work may be more limited.

5.1.4 Projects and Management Actions Development Costs

Details of the proposed PMAs are presented in Chapter 4, Projects and Management Actions. Task
descriptions and estimated costs associated with development of each PMA are summarized in
Table 5-4. Proposed PMAs are presented at the planning level and additional costs will be incurred
with full implementation. The level of cost development is categorized into three levels: 1) Rough
Order of Magnitude Estimate with a cost variance of plus/minus (+/-) 50%, 2) Budget Estimate
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with a cost variance of +25% to -10%, and 3) Definitive Estimate with a cost variance of +10% to
-5%. All estimated costs have been rounded up to the nearest thousand. The total cost to implement
PMA:s is estimated to be $463,000 (rounded up to the nearest thousand).

Table 5-4
Projects and Management Actions Development Costs

PMA
Number PMA Estimated Cost Level of Cost Development
Management Action No. 1 — Understand the Basin
1a | Prepare Sampling and Analysis Plan and Quality $13,000 Definitive Estimate
Assurance Plan
1b | Prepare Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems $50,000 Rough Order of Magnitude Estimate
Assessment
1c | Develop Data Management System $34,000 Budget Estimate
1d | Simulate Extreme Climate Scenarios $24,000 Budget Estimate
Sub-total $121,000
Management Action No. 2 — Protect and Manage the Basin
2a | Develop Comprehensive Conjunctive Management $31,000 Rough Order of Magnitude Estimate
Plan
2b | Develop Groundwater Allocation $28,000 Rough Order of Magnitude Estimate
2c | Develop Water Conservation Program $29,000 Rough Order of Magnitude Estimate
2d | Encourage Voluntary Pumping Reductions $20,000 Rough Order of Magnitude Estimate
Sub-total $108,000
Management Action No. 3 — Encourage Supporting Activities
3a | Develop Salt and Nutrient Management Plan $80,000 Budget Estimate
3b | Evaluate Feasibility of Recycled Water Production for $26,000 Rough Order of Magnitude Estimate
Non-Potable Reuse
3c | Explore Opportunity to Implement Focused Recharge $32,000 Rough Order of Magnitude Estimate
3d | Explore State Water Project Water Delivery Options $20,000 Rough Order of Magnitude Estimate
Sub-total $158,000
Management Action No. 4 — Communicate Effectively
4a | Evaluate Settlement Management Plan from Physical $24,000 Budget Estimate
Solution
4b | Implement Stakeholder Outreach and Engagement $35,000 Budget Estimate
Plan
Sub-total $59,000
Management Action No. 5 — Administrate Efficiently
5a | Explore Grant Funding Opportunities $17,000 ‘ Budget Estimate
Sub-total $17,000
Total PMAs Development Costs $463,000 ‘ Rounded to nearest thousand
Notes:

All costs rounded up to the nearest thousandth. Not all of the PMAs may need to be implemented as some PMAs are tied to exceedance of
minimum thresholds or regulatory driven as described in Chapter 4.
Cost development ranges are as follows:  Rough Order of Magnitude Estimate (variance plus/minus 50%)

Budget Estimate (variance of +25% to -10%)

Definitive Estimate (variance of +10% to -5%)
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5.1.5 Total Costs

Annual implementation costs may vary from year to year as a result of the status of PMAs, significance
of new data, and increased reporting requirements every fifth year of implementation. For planning
purposes, the estimated annual budget for OBGMA operations and monitoring have been adjusted for
annual inflation based on the inflation factors previously described in Section 5.1.1 to determine the
total GSP implementation cost when costs from the five-year cost of service analsyis prepared in 2020
are not available. After FY 2024, the inflation factors are applied to costs by type. The estimated GSP
implementation cost for the 21-year implementation period through FY 2042 for operations and
monitoring, management, administration and other costs, and 5-year annual reviews is approximately
$8,114,000 as summarized in Table 5-5. Projects and Management Action costs are based on the PMAs
described in Chapter 4 and run through FY 2027.
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Table 5-5
Groundwater Sustainability Plan Estimated Implementation Cost Through 2042
Professional/ Operations & Projects and Extraction
Management/ Office Training & Support Monitoring Five-Year | Management Fee
FY | Administration | Expenses | Memberships Services GSP Cost* Costs Update Actions** Totals ($/AF)***

2022 $40,400 $18,100 $3,000 $61,000 $186,000 $118,000 $45,000 $471,500 $118
2023 $40,400 $15,600 $3,000 $49,000 $118,000 $95,000 $321,000 $80
2024 $40,400 $18,100 $3,000 $61,000 $118,000 $92,000 $332,500 $83
2025 $41,974 $16,070 $3,084 $47,598 $123,000 $89,000 $320,726 $80
2026 $43,614 $16,554 $3,170 $49,252 $128,000 $54,000 $55,000 $349,590 $87
2027 $45,322 $17,054 $3,259 $50,965 $133,000 $126,000 $87,000 $462,600 $116
2028 $47,101 $17,570 $3,350 $52,738 $139,000 $259,759 $65
2029 $48,956 $18,102 $3,444 $54,574 $144,000 $269,076 $67
2030 $50,889 $18,651 $3,541 $56,475 $150,000 $279,556 $70
2031 $52,905 $19,218 $3,640 $58,443 $156,000 $63,000 $353,206 $88
2032 $55,006 $19,802 $3,742 $60,481 $162,000 $147,000 $448,031 $112
2033 $57,197 $20,405 $3,846 $62,590 $168,000 $312,038 $78
2034 $59,482 $21,028 $3,954 $64,775 $175,000 $324,239 $81
2035 $61,866 $21,670 $4,065 $67,037 $182,000 $336,638 $84
2036 $64,353 $22,334 $4,179 $69,379 $189,000 $73,000 $422,245 $106
2037 $66,949 $23,018 $4,296 $71,804 $197,000 $170,000 $533,067 $133
2038 $69,657 $23,725 $4,416 $74,315 $205,000 $377,113 $94
2039 $72,485 $24,455 $4,540 $76,915 $213,000 $391,395 $98
2040 $75,437 $25,208 $4,667 $79,608 $222,000 $406,920 $102
2041 $78,520 $25,986 $4,797 $82,396 $230,000 $85,000 $506,699 $127
2042 $81,740 $26,789 $4,932 $85,283 $240,000 $197,000 $635,744 $159
Total $1,194,653 $429,438 $79,921 $1,335,629 $186,000 $3,510,000 $915,000 $463,000 $8,113,642 $97

Notes: Assumes general inflation factor of 2.8% per year. Inflation factors: salary = 3.5%, benefits = 7%, utilities = 5%, construction = 4%, insurance = 6%, engineering = 4% and legal services = 3.5%.
¥ GSP preparation costs for FY 2022 only are included in the OBGMA 20-year budget. Actual GSP preparation cost is approximately $600,000.

**  Projects and Management Action costs are based on the PMAs described in Chapter 4 and run through FY 2027.

***  Extraction fee estimate assumes annual FY costs are funded solely by groundwater extractions at a rate of 4,000 AFY and does not include any outside funding sources such as grants.
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Estimated total GSP implementation costs assumes the following general components:

e Data collection, management, and evaluation

e Annual reporting

e S-year review assessment and reporting

e Data gap analysis and additional evaluation

e PMAs development and implementation of components as funding allows

e Management, administration, and other costs
5.1.6 Funding Sources

In general, the OBGMA plans to fund GSP implementation using a combination of groundwater
extraction charges, including quarterly fixed meter charges and variable pumping fees.
Additionally, the OBGMA will proactively seek additional funding through state or other grants.
Implementation of some PMAs over the GSP implementation period may be dependent on
obtaining grant funding.

5.2 IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE

Pursuant to SGMA, the GSP will be adopted no later than January 31, 2022. Figure 5-1 provides
a preliminary schedule for implementation of the primary GSP components through the first 5-
year periodic evaluation. The schedule may shift as the process proceeds. The OBGMA will
regularly complete a reevaluation and update of the schedule components based on progress
toward maintaining the sustainability goal. It is anticipated that the schedule will be updated on an
annual basis.

Routine annual and 5-year reporting of GSP progress will be performed in accordance with SGMA
requirements. Annual Reports will be prepared and submitted to the DWR by April 1 of each year.
Periodic Reports (5-Yearly or following substantial GSP amendments) will be submitted to the
DWR by April 1 at least every 5 years (i.e., 2027, 2032, 2037, and 2042). The contents of Annual
and Periodic Reports are described in the following Sections 5.3 and 5.4.

5.3 ANNUAL REPORTING

The annual report will, at a minimum, include the components described as required pursuant to
CCR Section 356.2. In addition to being available from DWR, the OBGMA will make annual reports
available to the public and stakeholders through the methods described in Chapter 2 (Section 2.1.5,
Notice and Communication), primarily through the OBGMA’s website, but also through email
announcements, newsletters/columns, and/or water bill inserts.
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5.3.1 General Information

An executive summary will be prepared to summarize the findings of the Annual Report and
include a location map similar to Figure 1-1. This section will include a description of
significant progress and pertinent findings of the reporting period and key recommendations
for going forward.

5.3.2 Description and Graphical Representations of
Groundwater Information

Groundwater Elevation Data

Detailed descriptions and graphical representations will be included to demonstrate the following
conditions of the OVGB in accordance with the monitoring plan and monitoring network described
in Section 3.5. Groundwater elevation data for each RMP will be depicted and summarized using
groundwater contour maps similar to those included as Figures 2-22 and 2-23. The contour maps
will include delineation of the primary aquifers and groundwater contours for seasonal high and
low conditions. Hydrographs depicting current and historical data for each RMP will be included.
The written section will include a description and interpretation of the data shown in the figures
and a discussion of observed data gaps and recommendations for modifications to the monitoring
network, if warranted.

Groundwater Extraction

Groundwater extraction information for the preceding water year will be presented. Data sources
will include OBGMA self-reporting production records. Data will be presented in a table that
summarizes groundwater extractions by well and identifies the measurement method (direct or
estimated) and accuracy of measurements. A map of general location and volume of groundwater
extractions will be provided. Groundwater extraction will be documented in conformance with the
established OBGMA protocols.

Surface Water Supply

The volume of surface water supplied form Lake Casitas to water users in the OVGB will be
documented. The annual report will note developments or studies in regard to surface water
supplies. The contribution from natural sources of recharge is presented in Section 2.2.3, Water
Budget, and will be quantified as part of the water budget.

Total Water Use

The total water use for the OVGB will be reported in tabular format including water use by type
and geographically by well. Sources of data will include OBGMA self-reporting production data,
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municipal data and CMWD data and delivery records. Where direct measurement is not possible,
indirect methods will be used to estimate water use.

Changes in Groundwater Storage

Estimated changes in storage will be evaluated using data from the representative monitoring
points RMPs and potentially data from additionally monitored wells. This information will be
depicted on maps to display the change in groundwater storage over a period of time spatially
within the OVGB. This section will include a graph of climate, groundwater use, and annual and
cumulative change in storage for the period of available record through the reporting period.

5.3.3 Plan Implementation Progress

A description of progress toward implementing the GSP will be included, including
maintaining sustainability goals, meeting minimum thresholds and implementation of PMAs
since the previous report. Current progress will be compared to the planned schedule using the
chart shown in Figure 5-1.

5.4 PERIODIC EVALUATION AND REPORTING

The OBGMA will evaluate its GSP at least every 5 years and whenever the GSP is amended and
provide a written assessment to the DWR. The evaluation will include the elements of the annual
reports and an assessment of the progress toward the sustainability goal as defined in Section 3.1.3,
Sustainability Goal. At a minimum, the Periodic Evaluations will include the elements required
pursuant to CCR Section 356.4 as described in Section 5.1. In addition to being available from
DWR, the OBGMA will make periodic evaluations available to the public and stakeholders
through the methods described in Chapter 1 (Section 1.3.3, Notice and Communication).

5.5 REFERENCES

OBGMA (Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency) 2020. Groundwater Sustainability Plan
Cost of Service Analysis and GSP Fee Proposal. OBGMA Board Meeting April 30, 2020.
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Appendix A - Preparation Checklist for GSP Submittal

GSP
Regulations
Section

Water Code
Section

Requirement

Description

Section(s) or Page
Number(s) in the
GSP

Article 3. Technical and Reporting Standards

352.2

Monitoring Protocols

Monitoring protocols adopted by the
GSA for data collection and management

Monitoring protocols that are designed
to detect changes in groundwater levels,
groundwater quality, inelastic surface
subsidence for basins for which
subsidence has been identified as a
potential problem, and flow and quality
of surface water that directly affect
groundwater levels or quality or are
caused by groundwater extraction in the
basin

Section 3.5.5; page 3-
42

Section 3.5.5; page 3-
42

Article 5. Plan Contents, Subarticle 1. Administrative Information

Groundwater Sustainability Plan

for the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin

354.4 General Information Executive Summary ES-1
List of references and technical studies  Section 1.5, Section
2.5, Section 3.6,
Section 4.7, Section
5.5
354.6 Agency Information GSA mailing address page 1-5
Organization and management structure Section 1.3.1
Contact information of Plan Manager page 1-5
Legal authority of GSA Section 1.3.2
Estimate of implementation costs Section 5.1
354.8(a) 10727.2(a)(4) Map(s) Area covered by GSP Section 1.1
Adjudicated areas, other agencies within Section 1.1
the basin, and areas covered by an
Alternative
Jurisdictional boundaries of federal or Section 2.1.1
State land
Existing land use designations Section 2.1.3
Density of wells per square mile Page 2-19
Description of the Plan Summary of jurisdictional areas and Section 2.1
354.8(b) Area other features
Water Resource Description of water resources Section 2.1.2
Monitoring and monitoring and management programs
Management Programs
354.8(c) 10727.2(g)
Description of how the monitoring Section 2.1.2
networks of those plans will be
354.8(d) incorporated into the GSP
Description of how those plans may limit Section 2.1.2
354.8(e) operational flexibility in the basin

DRAFT FINAL
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Appendix A - Preparation Checklist for GSP Submittal

Groundwater Sustainability Plan
for the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin

GSP Section(s) or Page
Regulations | Water Code Number(s) in the
Section Section Requirement Description GSP
Description of conjunctive use programs page 2-34
Land Use Elements or Summary of general plans and other land Section 2.1.3
Topic Categories of use plans
Applicable General
354.8(f) 10727.2(g) Plans
Description of how implementation of  Section 3.1.3,
the GSP may change water demands or  Section 4.1
affect achievement of sustainability and
how the GSP addresses those effects
Description of how implementation of  Section 2.1.3
the GSP may affect the water supply
assumptions of relevant land use plans
Summary of the process for permitting  page 2-31
new or replacement wells in the basin
Information regarding the Section 2.1.3
implementation of land use plans
outside the basin that could affect the
ability of the Agency to achieve
sustainable groundwater management
Additional GSP Description of Actions related to:
354.8(g) 10727.4 Contents

Control of saline water intrusion
Wellhead protection
Migration of contaminated groundwater

Well abandonment and well destruction
program

Replenishment of groundwater
extractions

Conjunctive use and underground
storage

Well construction policies

Addressing groundwater contamination
cleanup, recharge, diversions to storage,
conservation, water recycling,
conveyance, and extraction projects
Efficient water management practices

Relationships with State and federal
regulatory agencies

Review of land use plans and efforts to
coordinate with land use planning
agencies to assess activities that
potentially create risks to groundwater
quality or quantity

DRAFT FINAL

Section 2.3.4.3
Page 2-32
Page 2-32

Page 2-32

Section 2.4

Page 2-34

Page 2-32
Section 2.3.4,
Section 4.3

Section 2.1.2.3,
Section 2.1.2
Section 2.1.1,
Section 2.1.2.4
Section 2.1.3
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Appendix A - Preparation Checklist for GSP Submittal

354.14

Conceptual Model

GSP Section(s) or Page
Regulations | Water Code Number(s) in the
Section Section Requirement Description GSP
Impacts on groundwater dependent Section 2.3.4.7,
ecosystems Section 3.3.6,
Appendix E
354.1 Notice and Description of beneficial uses and users  Section 2.1.4
Communication List of public meetings Appendix C
GSP comments and responses Appendix C
Decision-making process Appendix C
Public engagement Appendix C
Encouraging active involvement Appendix C
Informing the public on GSP
implementation progress Appendix C
Article 5. Plan Contents, Subarticle 2. Basin Setting
Hydrogeologic Description of the Hydrogeologic Section 2.3

Conceptual Model
Two scaled cross-sections

Map(s) of physical characteristics:
topographic information, surficial
geology, soil characteristics, surface
water bodies, source and point of
delivery for imported water supplies

Page 2-81, 2-83, 2-
85, 2-69

Figures 2-2, 2-13A, 2-
13B, 2-14, 2-15, 2-
16, 2-18

10727.2(a)(5) Map of Recharge Areas - Map delineating existing recharge areas Figure 2-18
that substantially contribute to the
replenishment of the basin, potential
recharge areas, and discharge areas
354.14(c)(4)
10727.2(d)(4) Recharge Areas Description of how recharge areas Section 2.3.3

identified in the plan substantially
contribute to the replenishment of the
basin

10727.2(a)(1)

Current and Historical

Groundwater elevation data

Section 2.3.4.1

354.16
10727.2(a)(2) Groundwater Estimate of groundwater storage Section 2.3.4.2
Conditions Seawater intrusion conditions Section 2.3.4.3
Groundwater quality issues Section 2.3.4.4
Land subsidence conditions Section 2.3.4.5
Identification of interconnected surface Section 2.3.4.6
water systems
Identification of groundwater-dependent Section 2.3.4.7
ecosystems
Water Budget Description of inflows, outflows, and Section 2.4.1,2.4.2,
354.18 10727.2(a)(3) Information change in storage 2.4.3

Quantification of overdraft

Estimate of sustainable yield
Quantification of current, historical, and
projected water budgets

Section 2.4.6
Section 2.4.7
Section 2.4.4

Groundwater Sustainability Plan
for the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin

DRAFT FINAL
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Appendix A - Preparation Checklist for GSP Submittal

10727.2(b)(2)

10727.2(d)(1)

10727.2(d)(2)

Groundwater Sustainability Plan
for the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin

GSP Section(s) or Page
Regulations | Water Code Number(s) in the
Section Section Requirement Description GSP
Surface Water Supply Description of surface water supply used Section 2.4.8
or available for use for groundwater
10727.2(d)(5) recharge or in-lieu use
Management Areas Reason for creation of each management N/A
354.2 area
Minimum thresholds and measurable N/A
objectives for each management area
Level of monitoring and analysis N/A
Explanation of how management of N/A
management areas will not cause
undesirable results outside the
management area
Description of management areas N/A
Article 5. Plan Contents, Subarticle 3. Sustainable Management Criteria
354.24 Sustainability Goal Description of the sustainability goal Section 3.1.3
354.26 Undesirable Results Description of undesirable results Section 3.2
Cause of groundwater conditions that
would lead to undesirable results Section 3.2
Criteria used to define undesirable
results for each sustainability indicator ~ Section 3.2
Potential effects of undesirable results
on beneficial uses and users of
groundwater Section 3.2
10727.2(d)(1) Minimum Thresholds Description of each minimum threshold
and how they were established for each
354.28 sustainability indicator Section 3.3.1t03.3.6
10727.2(d)(2) Relationship for each sustainability Section 3.3.1.2,
indicator 3.3.2.2,and 3.3.4.2
Description of how selection of the Section 3.3.1.3,
minimum threshold may affect beneficial 3.3.1.4,3.3.2.3,
uses and users of groundwater 3.3.2.4,3.3.4.3,and
3.3.44
Standards related to sustainability Section 3.3.1.5,
indicators 3.3.2.5,and 3.3.4.5
How each minimum threshold will be Section 3.3.1.6,
guantitatively measured 3.3.2.6,and 3.3.4.6
10727.2(b)(1) Measureable Description of establishment of the Section 3.4.1t03.4.6
Objectives measureable objectives for each
354.3 sustainability indicator

Description of how a reasonable margin
of safety was established for each
measureable objective

Description of a reasonable path to
achieve and maintain the sustainability
goal, including a description of interim
milestones

DRAFT FINAL

Section 3.4.1, 3.4.2,
and 3.4.4

Section 3.4.1, 3.4.2,
and 3.4.4
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Appendix A - Preparation Checklist for GSP Submittal

GSP
Regulations
Section

Water Code
Section

Requirement

Description

Section(s) or Page
Number(s) in the
GSP

Article 5. Plan Contents, Subarticle 4. Monitoring Networks

Monitoring Networks

354.34 10727.2(d)(1)

10727.2(d)(2)

10727.2(e)

10727.2(f)

Description of monitoring network

Description of monitoring network
objectives

Description of how the monitoring
network is designed to: demonstrate

groundwater occurrence, flow directions,

and hydraulic gradients between
principal aquifers and surface water
features; estimate the change in annual
groundwater in storage; monitor
seawater intrusion; determine
groundwater quality trends; identify the
rate and extent of land subsidence; and
calculate depletions of surface water
caused by groundwater extractions

Description of how the monitoring
network provides adequate coverage of
Sustainability Indicators

Density of monitoring sites and
frequency of measurements required to
demonstrate short-term, seasonal, and
long-term trends

Scientific rational (or reason) for site
selection

Consistency with data and reporting
standards

Corresponding sustainability indicator,
minimum threshold, measureable
objective, and interim milestone
Location and type of each monitoring
site within the basin displayed on a map,
and reported in tabular format, including
information regarding the monitoring
site type, frequency of measurement,
and the purposes for which the
monitoring site is being used
Description of technical standards, data
collection methods, and other
procedures or protocols to ensure
comparable data and methodologies

Section 3.5.2

Section 3.5.1

Section 3.5.2

Section 3.5.3

Section 3.5.3.1

Section 2.1.2.1 and
3.5.2

Section 3.5.4 and
3.5.5

Section 3.5.3

Pages 259-261 and
Figures 3-2 and 3-3

Section 3.5.4 and
3.5.5

Representative
Monitoring

354.36

Groundwater Sustainability Plan
for the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin

Description of representative sites

DRAFT FINAL

Section 3.5.6
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GSP Section(s) or Page
Regulations | Water Code Number(s) in the
Section Section Requirement Description GSP
Demonstration of adequacy of using Section 3.5.6
groundwater elevations as proxy for
other sustainability indicators
Adequate evidence demonstrating site ~ Section 3.5.6
reflects general conditions in the area
Assessment and Review and evaluation of the monitoring Section 3.5.7.1
Improvement of network
354.38 Monitoring Network

Identification and description of data
gaps

Description of steps to fill data gaps
Description of monitoring frequency and
density of sites

Section 3.5.7.2

Section 3.5.7.3
Section 3.5.2.1 and
3.5.7.4

Article 5. Plan Contents, Subarticle 5. Projects and Management Actions

354.44

Projects and
Management Actions

Description of projects and management
actions that will help achieve the basin’s
sustainability goal

Measureable objective that is expected
to benefit from each project and
management action

Circumstances for implementation

Public noticing
Permitting and regulatory process

Time-table for initiation and completion,
and the accrual of expected benefits

Expected benefits and how they will be
evaluated

How the project or management action
will be accomplished. If the projects or
management actions rely on water from
outside the jurisdiction of the Agency, an
explanation of the source and reliability
of that water shall be included.

Legal authority required

Estimated costs and plans to meet those
costs

Management of groundwater extractions
and recharge

Section 4.2 to
Section 4.6

Section 4.2 to
Section 4.6

Page 4-4 to 4-5,
Section 4.2 to
Section 4.6
Section 4.2 to
Section 4.6
Section 4.2 to
Section 4.6
Page 4-4 to 4-5,
Section 4.2 to
Section 4.6
Section 4.2 to
Section 4.6
Section 4.2 to
Section 4.6

Section 4.2 to
Section 4.6
Section 4.2 to
Section 4.6
Section 4.2.2

Groundwater Sustainability Plan

354.44(b)(2) 10727.2(d)(3)

for the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin

Overdraft mitigation projects and
management actions

DRAFT FINAL
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GSP
Regulations
Section

Water Code
Section

Requirement

Description

Section(s) or Page
Number(s) in the

GSP

Article 8. Interagency Agreements

357.4

Coordination

10727.6 Agreements - Shall be

submitted to the
Department together
with the GSPs for the

basin and, if approved,

shall become part of
the GSP for each
participating Agency.

Coordination Agreements shall describe the

following:
A point of contact
Responsibilities of each Agency
Procedures for the timely exchange of
information between Agencies
Procedures for resolving conflicts
between Agencies
How the Agencies have used the same
data and methodologies to coordinate
GSPs
How the GSPs implemented together
satisfy the requirements of SGMA
Process for submitting all Plans, Plan
amendments, supporting information, all
monitoring data and other pertinent
information, along with annual reports
and periodic evaluations
A coordinated data management system
for the basin
Coordination agreements shall identify
adjudicated areas within the basin, and
any local agencies that have adopted an
Alternative that has been accepted by
the Department

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Notes: N/A = Not Applicable to the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin

Groundwater Sustainability Plan
for the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin
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OJAI BASIN

GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AGENCY
A STATE OF CALIFORNIA WATER AGENCY

MEMBER AGENCIES

Ojal Water Conservation District
Casitas Municipal Water District
City of Ojai

Golden State Water Company

OJAI BASIN MUTUAL WATER COMPANIES
Senior Canyon MWC
Siete Robles MWC
Hermitage MWC

December 6, 2014 \

California Department of Water Resources
Attn: Mark Cowin

P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

NOTICE OF INTENT TO BECOME A GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

Gentlemen:

As outlined in Senate Bill 1168, Chapter 4, Section 10723. (c), the Ojai Groundwater Basin
Management Agency is deemed to be the exclusive groundwater management agency for the
Ojai Groundwater Basin.

Un becember , 2014 the Board of Directors of the Qjai Basin Groundwater Vianagement Agency
passed Resolution 2014-4 wherein the Agency has elected to become a “Groundwater
Sustainability Management Agency”, as defined in Senate Bill 1168.

This Notice of Intent includes all of the Ojai Groundwater Basin as defined in the original
enabling legislation, Senate Bill 534, approved on October 8, 1991. The exact boundaries of the
management area are defined in Article 2, Section 201. A copy of Section 201 is attached to this
Notice of Intent together with a map of the defined area.

Because this Agency has long operated as a Groundwater Management Agency, we had many
years of communication with all of the interests in the groundwater. These interests include all
of the following:

e  Holders of overlying groundwater rights

e  Agricultural users

e  Domestic well owners

e  Municipal water suppliers

o  Local land use planning

[n Section 10723.2 other entities are called out, but none of those entities are present in the
Ojai valley.

428 Bryant Circle, Suite 100, Ojai, CA 93023
P.O. Box 1779, Ojai, CA 93024
(805) 640-1207 FAX: (805) 640-1247
obgma@aol.com www.obgma.com




The membership of the Board of Directors of this Agency consists of one director from each of
the following entities:

e  Ojai Water Conservation District

e  City of Ojai ,

e  (Casitas Municipal water District

@  Golden State Water Company, (supplier to the City of Ojai)
e One member representing three small water companies

Each of these members is charged with the responsibility of communicating OBGMA activities
with the public at large within each of these five constituencies. In addition to these means of
communication with all of our interested parties, this Agency maintains a public web site:
www.obgma.com.

This Notice of Intent is accompanied with the following additional docurments:

e  Map of service boundaries

e  Copy of the resolution electing to become a sustainability agency
e  Copy of by-laws and ordinances adopted in the past by this Agency
e  Copy of existing groundwater management plan

e  Copy of the most recent published annual report

Should any other information be required by DWR, prior to the acceptance of this Agency
becoming a “Sustainability Agency”, please address your concerns to the undersigned.

.
T S R S e

N

Yoy / Ly
| J [/ \ 1.

Je‘rry L. Conrow, President
Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency

Cc: Bob Pierotti, California Department of Water Resources; Southern Region




'$310UBdBIISIP 1O SUOISSIWO ‘SI0JIB §O jinsal
e 5E A)palipul Jo Ajoallp paunou) sabeiuep o Ajige) ou sawnsse
QdMOA B4l "8sn UMmO )l JO} UOISIAI $324N0SaY |BJUSWLOIAUT

'} JOJEMA IPIISIQ UoDSjold payslaleps AlUnoD Bimusp By
Aq payeess sem UiaY pauIEIUC) LOKBULOMS 8yl :MIWIYIDSIA

paysialepn JaArY BINjusps

Aepunog yWOE0

SWeans 7 SIany

se o

puabo




Resolution 2014-4

A Resolution of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency requesting
authorization from the Department of Water Resources to Become the
Groundwater Sustainable Agency for the Ojai Basin as stated in California Water
Code Section 10723(c)(3)

Whereas, the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency (Agency) was officially
established by legislative action (SB534 Hart) in 1991, and:

Whereas, the Agency has the responsibility for the requirements for the review of new
well permitting, notification of intent to construct, registration of exiraction facilities,
metering, reporting of groundwater extractions, and the recordation of wells within the
boundaries of the agency, and:

| Whereas, the Agency has produced a Groundwater Management Plan (and a recent
update) along with comprehensive Annual Reports outlining the status and actions of the
Agency in the management of the basin, and:

Whereas, the Agency has adopted resolutions and Ordinances to provide for the
management of the basin, and:

Whereas, the Agency has established a website (www.obgma.com) with all pertinent
information easily available for the gronndwater extractors and the public, and:

Whereas, Governor Brown signed into law the Groundwater Sustainability Act on
September 16, 2014, and:

Whereas, Section 1072(c)(3) provides for those agencies created by statute to be deemed
the exclusive local agency within their respective statutory boundaries with powers to
comply with the new law, and:

And mm therefore, be it resolved:

The Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency, in conformance with California
Water Code Section 1072(c)(3), requests that the Department of Water Resources
designate the Agency as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency for the Ojai Basin as
depicted the map attached to this resolution.

ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED this_Dec. 4 ,2014

ATTEST: (/&A/—\/ Qe . Conne

Cece VanDerMeer, Secretary J@wy L. Cbmow, Presidemnt




Senate Bill No. 534

CHAPTER 750

An act to amend Section 1 of, to repeal Sections 2 and 4 of, and to
amend and renumber Section 3 of, Chapter 153 of the Statutes of
1974, and to create the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management
Agency, relating to water. ' '

[Approved by Governor October 8, 1991, Filed with
. Secretary of State October 9, 1991.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIQES‘T

SB 534, Hart. Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency.

(1) Under existing law, there are no specific provisions for
groundwater management within the Ojai Groundwater Basin.

This bill would enact the Ojai Basin Croundwater Managerment
Agency Act which would create the Ojai Basin Groundwater .
Management Agency to provide for groundwater management
within the prescribed boundaries of the agency. The bill would
specify the powers and duties of the district and provide for the
management and financing of the district.

The bill would require the agency to develop a prescribed plan
and to undertake specified studies. The bill would provide that any
person who intentionally violates the act or any agency ordinance is
guilty of an infraction, thereby imposing a state-mandated local
nracram hy orasting a new erime, and wonld subiect that person to
an administrative hne i an amount 1ot W exceed soll, as
prescribed. The bill would subject any person who negligently or
intentionally violates the act or any agency ordinance to civil liability
in an amount not to exceed $1,000 per day for each day of violation,
as prescribed. The bill would impose a state-mandated local program
by imposing various duties on local entities.

(2) Existing law requires that the Ojai Water Conservation
" District be governed by the Water Conservation District Law of
1931.

This bill would require the district to be governed by the Water
Conservation Act of 1927. -

(3) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse
local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this
act for specified reasons.

The people of the State of California daenact as follows:

SECTION 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the Ojai




Ch. 750 9
Basin Groundwater Management Agency Act.
Article 1. Creation

Sec. 101. The Legislature hereby finds and declares that the
preservation of the groundwater within the territory of the Ojar
Basin Groundwater Management Agency, created pursuant to
Section 102 for the protection of agricultural, municipal, and
industrial uses, is in the public interest and for the common benefit
of water users within the agency. _

Sec. 102. The Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency is
hereby created. The agency shall exercise the express powers
granted by this act for purposes of groundwater management within
the territory of the agency, together with other powers reasonably
implied and necessary and proper to carry out the purposes of the
agency. o '

- Article 2. Boundaries

Sec. 201.  For the purposes of this act, the boundaries of the
agency include that portion of the Ojai Basin watershed which lies .
within the boundaries of the Casitas Municipal Water District or the
Ojai Water Conservation District, but do not include any land within
the boundaries of thé Ventura River County Water District. The
boundaries of the agency are more particularly described as follows:

The point of beginning is located at the intersection of the
centerline of Creek Road and the northerly honndary of Camn
LOIIuL L Lisiice, auitherly along the cenierline ot Ureek koad to the
point of intersection with the centerline of Hermosa Road; thence,
westerly and northwesterly along the centerline of Hermosa Road to
the point of intersection with the easterly line of Ventura Avenue,
also known as State Highway Routes 83 and 150; therice, northerly
aiong that easterly line of Ventura Avenue to the point of-
intersection with the centerline of Ojai Avenue; thence,
northeasterly along the centerline of Ojai Avenue to the point of
intersection with the centerline of Del Norte Road; thence, northerly
along the centerline of Del Norte Road and the northerly
prolongation of the centerline of Del Norte to the north quarter
corner of Section 35, Township 5 North, Range 23 West, San
Bernardino Base and Meridian, that point being also a point in the -
boundary of the Casitas Municipal Water District; thence along that
boundary; thence east along the north line of that Section 35 and
along the north line of Section 36 of that Township and Range.and
Sections 31, 32, 33, and 34 of Township 5 North, Range 22 West, San
Bernardino Base and Meridian to the northeast corner of that Section
34; thence, south along the east line of that Section 34 and the east
line of Section 3, Township 4 North, Range 22 West, San Bernardino
Base and Meridian to the northwest corner of the south one-half of
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. Ch. 750

the northwest one-quarter of Section 2 of that last mentioned
Township and Range; thence, east along the north line of that south
one-half of the northwest one-quarter of Section 2 to the northeast
corner thereof, south along the east line of that south one-half of the
northwest one-quarter of Section 2 to the southeast corner thereof;
thence, west along the south line of that south one-half of the
northwest one-quarter of Section 2 to the northeast corner of the
west one-half of the southwest one-quarter of that Section 2; thence,
south along the east line of that west one-half of the S@thhwesﬁ:
one-quarter of Section 2 to the southeast corner thereof to a point in
the north line of fractional Section 11, Township 4 North, Range 22
West, San Bernardino Base and M@ndmﬂ? thence, east al@ng that
north line to the north quarter corner of that fractional Section 11;
thence, in a varying generally southwesterly and westerly d,nre@,tn@m
along the watershed dividing ridge line, as shown on the Ojai
Quadrangle of the United States Ge@i@gical Survey 7.5 minute series
of topographic maps, between the Ojai Valley and the Lions Creek
Drainage, a distance of approximately four and three-quarter miles,
more or less, to the point at which the 1,400-foot contour intersects
the range line common to Range 22 West and Range 23 West, San
Bernardino Base and Meridian; thence, in a straight line in a
generally south of west direction a distance of approximately one and
one-half miles, more or less, to the point of beginning.

Sec. 202. The boundaries of the agency shall be depicted on a
map which shall be adopted by the board and thereafter recorded
in the office of the county recorder.

AVUCIE U, AJCLLILIUILS

Sec. 301. Unless otherwise indicated by their context, the terms
defined in this article govern the interpretation of this act.

Sec. 302. “Agency” means the Ojai Basin Groundwater
Management Agency.

Sec. 303. *“Aquifer” means a geologic formation or structure that
transmits or stores water in sufficient quantxtleg to supply pumping
wells or sprmgs

Sec. 304. ‘*‘Available supply means that quantity of groundwater
which can be withdrawn in any given year from the groundwater
basin without resulting in, or aggravating, conditions of overdraft,
subsidence, or groundwater quality degradation. Available supply of
the basin includes the natural water supply, imported water, and
other water which has been spread to the basin or has otherwxse
reached the basin and return flows to the basin attributable to these
sources reaching the basin in the course of use.

Sec. 305. “Basin” means the Ojai groundwater basin, as shown in
the Department of Water Resources Bulletin No. 12, “Ventura
County Investigation,” dated October 1953, to the extent included
within the boundaries of the district, as deﬁned in Section 201.
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306. “Board” means the board of directors of the agency.
Seec.-307. “Conjunctive tise” means the ‘coordinated operation of
groundwater and surface watér -supplies. Conjunctive use includes
increased  groundwater use or  decreased groundwater
replenishment with surface supplies in years' when surface supplies
are léss thai normal and, in years of more abundant surface supplies,
the increased use of surface water in lieu of groundwater, either to
allow  groundwater levels to recéver or to replenish artificial
groundwater Supplies. Conjunctive use also includes long-term
storage of water in the basin. o

Sec. 308. “County™ means the County of Ventura.”

Sec. 309. - “Export” means extracting groundwater from the basin
for use on land, or within an area, which does not overlie or is not
within the boundaries of the agenecy. Export does not inelude use on
or after January 1, 1992, within any area served by groundwater from

the basin prior to January 1, 1992,

See, 310. “Extraction” means the act of obtaining groundwater
by pumping or other ‘controlled means. '

Sec: 311. “Extraction facility” means any device or method for
the extraction of groundwater within the basin. o ‘

Sec.312. “Groundwater” means water beneath the surface of the
earth within the zone below theé water table in which the soil. is
completely saturated with water. , ’

Sec. 313. “Groundwater basin® means a geologically and
hydrologically defined area containing one or more aquifers which -
store, transmit, and yield significant quantities of water to wells, or

. A F .

pEE [ 911

Groundwater management activities” means
programs, measures, or actions taken to preserve, monitor, protect,
and enhance groundwater resources within the territory of the
agency. N ‘

Sec. u15. "“Croundwater rights adjudication” means the
determination of substantially all rights in the basin or the area
subject to the adjudication. o »

Sec. 316. “Mutual water company” means a corporation
organized for, or engaged in.the business of, selling, distributing,
supplying, or delivering water to its stockholders and members at
cost for irrigation purposes 6r for domestic use.

Sec. 317. “Notice” or a “noticed hearing” means the notice
required by Section 6061 of the Government Code. o

Sec. 318. “Operator” means a person who operates a
groundwater extraction facility. If the agency is unable to determine
who operates a particilar extraction facility, then “operator” shall
mesn the person to whom the extraction facility is assessed by the
county assessor or, if not separately assessed, the person who owns
the land upon which the extraction facility is located. ‘

Sec.319. “Overdraft” means the condition of the basin whereé the
average annual amount of water extracted exceeds the average
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annual supply of water to the basin.

Sec. 320. “Person” includes any state or local governmental
agency, private corporation, firm, partnership; individual, group of
individuals, or, to the extent authorized by law, any federal agency.

Sec. 321. “Program” means a groundwater management
program prepared by the agency pursuant to this act,

Sec. 322. “Recharge” means the natural or arkificial
replenishment of groundwater storage by percolation or injection of
one or more sources of water at the surface.

Sec. 323. “Replenishment” means spreading water over a
permeable area for the purpose of allowing it to percolate to
groundwater basins or aquifers, or otherwise adding water to
groundwater basins or aquifers.

Sec. 324. “Supplemental water” means surface water or
groundwater imported from outside the watershed or watersheds of
the basin and flood waters that are conserved and saved within the
watershed or watersheds which would otherwise have been lost or
~ would not have reached the basin. .

Sec. 325. “Temporary surplus” means the amount of water that
can be extracted from the basin without permanently adversely
affecting the available supply of the basin or the ability of the basin
to provide storage space for natural or artificial recharge that would
be lost during wet years if it could not be stored in the basin.

Sec. 326. “Water year” means the period from October 1 of one
calendar year to September 30, inclusive, of the following calendar
year.

Sec. 327. “Well interference” means a substantial water lavel
clin 3 i1 “ hiie ﬁ_:\_ua i & localized i Cd Calsed Dy PULLBRKE
from extraction facilities. '
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Article 4. General Provisions

Sec.401. (a) The board shall consist of five directors and shall be
selected in the following manner: :

(1) One director shall be a member of, and be appointed by, each
of the following entities, and shall be chosen by their respective
governing boards or-bodies from their members whose districts or
divisions, if any, overlie, at least in part, the boundaries of the agency:

(A) The Ojai City Council. .

(B) The Board of the Casitas Municipal Water District.

(C) The Board of the Ojai Water Conservation District.

(2) One director shall be a representative of the Southern
California Water Company.

(©) One director shall be chosen from the members of the
governing boards of the following mutual water companies whose
territory at least in part overlies the boundaries of the agency.

(A) The Senior Canyon Mutual Water Company.

(B) The Siete Robles Mutual Water Company.
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Agency, State of California,
by the following vote:

AYES:  CoaRen, LVERTS, ‘—i"f/%/n/;ifgj;bj Nopeas SLBTER-

NOES: Nor/e
ABSTAIN: A3V E&
ABSENT: N oW E

ATTEST: - ‘
Conner Everts
President

Harr”y Bédell Secre‘tary

JSuyey 27,1998
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i ORDINANCE NO, 4.1

AN AMENDMENT TO i

‘ORDINANCE NO. 4 OF THE !
-OJAI BASIN ;
:GROUNDWATER
MANAGEMENT AGENCY,
WAIVING GROUNDWATER
EXTRACTION CHARGES
FOR CERTAIN SMALL
USERS
WHEREAS, the Agency has

t adopted Ordinance no.. 1,
which requires the -
registration of groundwater
- extraction facilities and
reporting of groundwater
extraction's within the
boundaries of the Agency;
and
WHEREAS, the Agency has _
adopted Ordinance No. 4,
. which requires all
groundwater users within the
boundaries of the Agency to
pay a groundwater extraction
charge based upon their
water usage and .
WHEREAS, Ordinances 1 i

the Agency to determine

water extraction's accurately
and to assess an collect
charges and fees equitably,

so that the Agency may meet
its mission of preserving the
quantity and quality of the
groundwater in the Qjai

Basin; and :
WHEREAS Article 4, section r
- 410 of the Agency s i
authonzmg act allows the '

x“\g), Wi cvang

RGES
oi exiraction aczzuilug,a oI
some or all of the provisions . ;
of its ordinances;

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE = |
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE OJAI BASIN o
GROUNDWATER
MANAGEMENT AGENCY AS
FOLLOWS;

Section 1. Amendment of
Ordinance No. 4

Section 5 of Agency

Ordinance No. 4, the
“Groundwater Extraction
Charge Ordinance,” is hereby .
amended to provide as
follows:

Section 5. Frequency of
Payment and Computing
Groundwater Extraction
charges.

a. Beginning with Semi-
Annual Period 2 of 1995,
each operator shall complete
and file a Groundwater
Extraction’ Statement and
make payment of the
appropriate groundwater
extraction charge tothe .
Agency. The freguency of
reporting and making
payment, and the method of
computing the charge shan
be as follows.

and 4, taken together, enable I

b. All operators shall pay the
groundwater extraction
charge semi-annually. if the
extraction faclility is equipped
with a waterflow measuring
device, the operator shall
calculate and pay its
extraction charge on the
basis of its measured .

““&xtfaction's. If the extraction

facility is not equipped with a
waterflow measuring device,
the operator shall calculate
and pay its exiraction charge
on the basis of the estimated
semi-annual water demand

- set forth in section 4 of this -

Ordinance. Semi-annual
payments are due as set forth”

i

in Section 6 of this Ordinance ' ;

and shall accompany the
“Groundwater Extraction

|

Statement” required pursuant
io section 7 of this Ordinance. :

¢. The amount of payment
due shall be determined by
multiplying the total water
extraction for the applicable
payment period by the
effective per-acre-foot charge
as set for in Section 8 of this
Crdinance.
d. Notwithstanding the
provisions of subsection ¢
above, the payment of the
Semi-annual extraction
charge is waived and set at
$0.00 (zero dollars) for those
extraction facilities whose
semi-annula groundwater use
is less than or equal to 1.0
(ﬁno) acre fnm Thermal tiser
G st o in i
su section shall be reviewed
annually by the Agency Board
and, if deemed necessary,
adjusted by Board
Resolution,
Section 2. Termination Date.
this Ordinance will remain in
full force and effect until
repealed by action of the
Board of Directors of the
Agency.
Section 3. Application,
The provisions of the
ordinance shall be read in
conjunction with and
complement all other agency
Ordinances and Resolutions
and shall apply to all persons
residing within the boundaries
of the Agency.
Section 4. Severability.
If any section, subsection,
sentence, clause or phrase of
this Ordinance and its
implementing rules and
regulations is for any reason
held to be unconstitutional or
invalid, such decision shall
not affect the validity of the
remaining portions of the
Ordinance The Board of
Directors hereby declares
and determines that it would
have passed this Ordinance

i

i
i
H

e

. 93024

] that the Ojai Basin

and its lmplementmg rules
and regulations irrespective
of the fact that any one or
more sections, subsections,
sentences, clauses or
phrases may be determined
to be unconstitutionai or
invalid.

Section 5. Effective Date
This Ordinance was adopted
on June 29, 1995, to be
effective thxﬁy one (31)
calendar days after its
passage. before the
expiration of fifteen (15)
calendar days after its
passage, this Ordinance shall
be published once, with the
names of the members of the
Board of Directors for the
Agency voting for it and
against it, in a newspaper of
general circulation published
in the County of Ventura, -
State of California.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by
the Board of Directors of the
Agency, State of California,
by the following vote

AYES: Jerry Cornrow,
Conner Everts, Robert N.
McKinney, Charles Noren,
Scott S. Slater

NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: None

Attest: Conner Everts,
President ‘
Harry Bodell, Secretary
Published Ojal Vailey News
July 12, 1995

OVN07265
CITY OF OJA!

“

! PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
! ' NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN -

ir

Groundwater Management
Agency will hold a public
hearing to consider the
adoption of Ordinance No.
4.1, an amendment to
Ordinance 4, Waving
Groundwater Extraction
Charges for Certain Small
Users, on Thursday, July 27,*
1895, at 7 p.m. in the Ojai
City Hall.

Interested persons may at
that time appear before the
Agency Board as an
advocate or opponent to the ..
proposed amendment, copies
of which are on file at the Ojal
City Hall reception desk.

DR U U S

ERTE v 4

Date: July 17, 1995 o
/s/Harry Bodell, Secretary
Ojai Basin Groundwater w

Management Agency
P.O. Box 1570, Ojai, CA

Published Ojai Valley News
July 18, 21 & 26,1985

15 1 g




MANAGEMENT ~AGENCY REQUIT
CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATIO

REPLENISE NT, T@RA@E AND

WHEREAS, Ariicle 7, Seciion 703 of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Managenent
Agency Act authorizes the agency to regulate groundwater replenishment programs and
the recapture of supplemental groundwater resulting from those programs; and

WHEREAS, Article 7, Section 708(d) of the Agency Act mandates that the right
to store and recapture imported or developed water shall be subject to prior permit by the
agency and further states that the Agency shall issue storage and recapture permits under
terms and conditions it deems appropriate and may impose charges therefore; and

WHEREAS, Article 1, Section 101 of the Agency Act declares that the
preservation of the Ojai basin groundwater for the protection of agricultural, municipal,

- RS TN § e e o
FECRE I BEYRSTE

PRV YRR i EREY BN DO EaE L4nT

bopeey ¥ twmﬁe of wrateyr neers

within the agency; and

WHEREAS, It is the expressed mission of the OBGMA to preserve the quantity
and quality of groundwater in the Ojai Basin in order to protect and maintain the long-
term water supply for the common benefit of the water users in the basin; and

WHEREAS, The groundwater in the Ojai Basin is a resource of common benefit
to all groundwater extractors in the basin. Under existing circumstances and to the
limited present knowledge of the Agency, the water supply and demand is largely in
balance; however due to the increasing demands on the very limited water supply in the
Ventura River Watershed, and the likelihood of extended drought periods in the furture
the natural recharge of the Ojai Basin may not be sufficient to meet the needs of well
operators who extract water from the basin without the implementation of stringent
conservation measures; and

WHEREAS, Projects to augment water storage in the Ojai basin through
recharge from diverted surface water or imported water provide a potential method of
augmenting the natural replenishment of the basin can potentially increase the water in
storage in the basin available to well operators during drought periods; and water stored
in the Ojai basin by such projecis can potentially be recaptured to the common benefit of
the well operators in the basin; now therefore




BASIN GROUNDWAT

BE IT OR

Section 1. Short Title,

This Ordinance No. 5 shall be kuown and cited as “the Groundwaicr
Recharge Permit Ordinance.”

Section 2. Policy and Purpese.

The Agency is charged with the legal responsibility for managing
groundwater within the boundaries of the Agency, with the protection of that
groundwaier in the public interest and for the common benefit of water users
within the agency, and with the regulation of replenishment programs in the basin.
The Agency enacis this Groundwater Recharge Ordinance as legal authority to
require that every recharge, replenishment, storage and recapture project proposed
to be undertaken in the basin obtain a permit from the Agency prior to
construction or operation; and to set forth, in accordance with the Agency Act,
terms and conditions for the development, construction and operation of such
projects required for the approval of such a permit by the Board of Direciors of
the Agency.

Seetion 3. Definitions.

Agency

Aquifer

Available supply

Basin

Board

County

Extraction

Extraction facility
Groundwater :
Groundwater management activities
Operator

Overdraft

Permitee

Person

Program

Recharge

Replenishment
Supplemental water
Temporary Surplus

Water Year




Section 4. Groundwater Replenishment and Recharge Peirmit

No person shall construct and/or operate a groundwater replenishment and
recharge projeci in the Ojai Basin without first obtaining a Groundwater
Replenishment and Recharge Permit (Recharge Permit) from the Agency.

An application for a Groundwater Permit shall be filed with the Agency at
Jeast 180 days prior to the requested date of approval.

Approval of a permit shall require compliance with the following terms and
conditions:

The design and proposed operation of the project must be certified by a
Jicensed hydrogeologist and a licensed engineer with experience in groundwater
recharge project design. The OBGMA may require a review of the project design by
an independent hydrogeologist and engineer.

All techarged water must accrue to the basin to the common benefit of all
groundwater users in the basin.

Righis to the source of water for recharge must be obtained and held by a
public agency authorized by law to obtain such rights.

An economic analysis shall be prepared by the project proponent

demmoastiating a posilive cost UGuelil 100 Woll GPULIRUES 11 IR Dl

All appropriate permits must be obtained by the project proponent, as well as
compliance with CEQA.

The designated operator for the Project shall be responsible for the
constraction and operation of the Project including all necessary safety precautions
including the financial responsibility for accidenis or property damage. That
responsibility shall also include timely repair, rehabilitation, and restoration to
functioning condition if the project is damaged by storm waters or other natural
forces, or if damaged beyond restorable usability stabilization of the site into pre
project condition.

Section 5. Termination Dafe

This Ordinance will remain in fill force and effect until repealed by action of
the Board of the Agency.

Section 6. Violation




a. Any person who intentionally violates this. Ordinance is guiliy of an
infiaction and may be required to pay a fine not to exceed $500.

b. Any person who intentionally or negligently violates this Ordinance may
be liable to the Agency civilly for a sum not to exceed $1000 per day.

Sectiom 7. Enforcement.

The Agency may take any actions authorized by law to enforce the terms and
provisions of this Ordinance.

Section 8. Severability.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clanse or phrase of this Ordinance and its
implementing rules and regulation is for any reason held to be unconsfitutional or
invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this
Ordinance. The Board hereby declares and determines that it would have passed this
Ordinance and its implementing rules and regulation irrespective of the fact that any
one or more sections, subsection, sentences, clauses or phrases may be determined fo
be unconstitutional or invalid.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Agency, State of
California October 17, 2007.

ATTEST: Q&Zﬂ% A . (;vmi{’ ka

76;1‘3/ Coﬁrow, President Cece VanDerMeer, Secretary




AN ORDINANCE OF THE OJAI BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT
AGENCY ESTABLISHING POLICY FOR CONTRACTING FOR
PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING SERVICES

ORDINANCE No. 6

Whereas, The Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency (Agency) has been
esiablished by legislation (Stats. 1991, ¢. 750(S.B. 534).); and,

Whereas, the enabling law, known as the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Act
(“Authorizing Act”™), provides in Section 131-404(a) that the Board of Directors of the
Agency may adopi ordinances for the purpose of monitoring, regulating, conserving,
managing, and controlling the use and extraction of groundwater within the boundaﬂes of

the agency; and,

Whereas, the Authorizing Act provides in Section 131-409 that the Agency may contract
for staff and other services and may hire other coniraciors and consultants; and

Whereas, the Authorizing Act provides in Section 131-501 the authoriiy of the Agency
to collect data and conduct iechnical and other investigations, and further provides that all
h‘ydrolomcal mvesﬁgatmns oaﬁ‘]ed b‘yﬁ or on behalf m“ the Agency shall be ronduci‘ed by,

geology or hydrolo gy, and

Whereas, the Agency desires io establish a standardized policy governing service
contracts between the Agency and Professional Consultants as defined in Section 3
herein. '

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE OJAI BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AGENCY AS

FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Title.

Ordinance No. 6 shall be known as the “Ojai Basin Groundwater Management
Agency Professional Consuliing Service Contracting Policy.”

Section 2.  Purpese and Infent,

To provide the Agency with a standardized policy governing service contracts
with Professional Consultants as defined in Section 3 herein.




Section 3. Definitions,

All terms, phrases and words shall bave the meaning assigned to such terms,
phrases and words as commonly understood or as expressly defined in the Agency’s
Authorizing Act or as defined herein,

a. “Basin” shall mean the Ojai Groundwaier Basin as shown in the
Department of Water Resources Bulletin No. 12, “Ventura County Investigation,” dated
October 1953, to the extent included within the boundavies of the Agency, as defined in
Section 201 of the Agency’s Authorizing Aci.

b. “Agency” shall mean the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency.

c. “Persom” shall mean any person, state, or local governmenial agency,
private corporation, firm, partnership, individual, group of individuals or, to the exient
authorized by law, and federal agency.

d. “Professional Consultant” shall refer to those professional consultants
providing services related to hydrological, geological, and hydrogeological
investigations, reports or any other professional services and aciivities for which the
Agency has responsibility and authority under its Authorizing Act.

e. “Local Agency Head” shall mean the Board of Directors or the General
Manager, as designee, which shall be governed by all provisions set forth in Governmenit

Code Sectinng 45254529 5 peviaining to the Toeal Aoencsy Head as eet forth therein,

Services.

Section 4.

a. The Agency shall only coniract with a Professional Consultant when one
or morte of the following situations occur.

i Specialized skill, experience, or abilities are required which are not
possessed by Agency staff members available for assignment to the required work.

il Specialized equipment and/or facilities are needed for the required
work, which specialized equipment and/or facilities are not possessed and/or operated by
the Agency, but are possessed and/or operated by a Professional Consuliant.

iii. There is insufficient Agency staff available to accommodate the
staffing needs of the required work.

b. All contracts entered into between the Agency and a Professional
Consultant shall be consistent with Government Code Sections 4525-4529.5 as those
sections pertain to ithe Local Agency Head.




C. The Agency shall generally issue Request for Qualifications/Request for
Proposals prior 1o contracting with a Professional Consultant.

d. The Agency may, at its option, coniract with a Professional Consuliant as
a sole source contract under the following conditions and/or criteria:

i Cousuliing professional shall have a staiement of qualifications on
file with the Agency prior to the selection of any consulting firm.

ii The Professional Consultant chosen for a sole source coniract with
the Agency shall demonsitate sufficient prior knowledge of the Agency, the tasks
involved, and the desired resulis for the benefit of the Agency and the groundwater basin.

e. The Board of Direciors or the General Manager, as designee, shall be
designated by the Board of Direciors as the Local Agency Head for the purposes of this
ordinance.

f. Any coniract by and beiween the Agency and a Professional Consultant
shall be approved by a majority vote of the Board of Directors.

Section 5.

- This Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect until repealed by action of the Board
of Directors of the Agency. o

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance and its
implementing rles and regulations is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or
invalid, such decisions shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this
ordinance. The Board of Directors hereby declares and determines that it would have
passed this ordinance and its rules and regulations, irrespective of the fact that any one or
more sections, subsections, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance and its
implementing rules and regulations may be determined to be unconstitutional or invalid.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Agency, State of California
by the following vote on August 28, 2008:

AYES: ¥
NOES: &
ABSTAIN: g

ABSENT:
ATTEST: (ZW L. W G(/W

Jerzfy Conrox!v, President Cece VanDerMeer, Secretary




AN ORDINANCE OF THE OJAI BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT
AGENCY SUPERCEDING ORDINANCES 1, 2, and 3, SPECIFYING THE
- REQUIREMENTS FOR THE NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO CONSTRUCT
AND THE REGISTRATION OF EXTRACTION FACILITIES, METERING AND
REPORTING OF GROUNDWATER  EXTRACTIONS, AND THE
RECORDATION OF WELLS WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE AGENCY

Whereas, Article 5 of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Act
authorizes the Agency to collect information necessary for the
management of the groundwater resources of the Ojai Basin; and to
collect information and daia necessary for the compilation of an annual
report on groundwater supplies; and

Whereas, Article 8 of the Act provides that Extraction Facilities in the
Ojai Basin be registered with the Agency, and further provides that the
Operator of a registered Extraction Facility may be required to provide
information to the Agency; and

Whereas informatinn re aer the ., location. and nas of
groundwaier bBxiracition Pacuities within the basin, and the amount of
water extracted from these facilities, is necessary for groundwater
management, planning, and reporting by the Agency; and

Whereas, the Agency must be adequately informed about the existence
and nature of new Extraction Facilities within the boundaries of the
Agency in order to carry out its groundwater management
responsibilities; and

Whereas, the County of Ventura Public Works Department and the City
of Ojai issue permits for construction and operation of groundwater
Extraction Facilities within the Agency boundaries, and the Agency
desires to avoid unnecessary permitting in its regulation of groundwater
Extraction Facilities; and

Whereas, Article 7, of the Act provides the Agency with the authority to
impose reasonable conditions and regulations on the use of groundwater
Extraction Facilities; and

Whereas, Article 8 of the Act provides that the Agency, by Ordinance,
shall require groundwater Extraction Facilities to be equipped with
Waterflow Measuring Devices; and allows the Agency to exempt specific
groundwater Extraction Facilities from this requirement; and
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Whereas, The State Water Resources Control Board Division of Water
Rights has designated the Agency as the official groundwater extraction
recordation Agency for the State within the Agency boundaries with
specific authorities;

Now therefore be it ordained by the Board of Directers of the Ojai
Basin Groundwater Management A

Section 1 Title

Ordinance Number 7 shall be known as the “Ojai Basin Groundwater
Management Agency Registering, Repoiting, Metering, and Well
Recordation Ordinance.”

se and Intent

Section 2

The purpose of this Ordinance is:

1. To approve and implement updated Agency policies requiring the
Operators of Extraction Facilities to provide information to the
Agency.

2. To approve and implement updated Agency policies for requiring
notification of intent to construct an Extraction Facility within
the boundaries of the Agency, for registering Extraction Facilities, -
zmd for Q@‘m‘l%‘%ﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬂ] @%’i’mﬂmm reporting.

Do 48 s,e.g.jkm. VUV cldds iikL‘gJ&LﬁLab kRAr=10] Lig‘;tgtﬂéb
Extraction Fa@ﬂlﬁeS

4. To establish by Ordinance and implement new requirements for
the Groundwater Recordation Program transferred to the Agency
by the State Water Resources Control Board in June 2008.

UL pUALY LUL dClCE g

Section 3 Definitions

All terms, phrases and words shall have the meaning assigned to such
terms, phrases and words as commonly understood or as expressly
defined in the Agency’s Authorizing Act or as defined herein.
“Act” shall mean the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Act.
“Ageney” shall mean the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management
Agency.
“Basin” shall mean the Ojai Groundwater Basin as shown in the
Department of Water Resources Bulletin No. 12, *Ventura County
Investigation,” dated October 1953, to the extent included within the
boundaries of the Agency, as defined in Section 201 of the Agency’s
Authorizing Act.
“Board” shall mean the Board of Directors of the Agency.
“City” shall mean the Clty of Ojai.
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“County” means the County of Ventura.

“Construction” means the building of a groundwater Extraction
Facility such as the act of drilling a well.

“Extraction” shall mean the act of obtaining groundwater by
pumpmg or other controlled means.

Extraction Faeility” shall mean any device or method for the
extraction of groundwater within the basin, including a well.
“Operator” shall mean a person who owns and operates a
groundwater Exiraction Facility. If the Agency is unable to determine
who operates a particular Extraction Facility, the “Operator” shall
mean the person to whom the Exiraction Facility is assessed, if
assessed by the County Assessor or, if not separately assessed, the
person who owns the land upon which the Extraction Facility is
located.

“Person” shall mean any person, state, or local governmental Agency,
private corporation, firm, partnership, individual, group of individuals
or, to the extent authﬁnzed by law, any federal Agency.

“Waterflow BMeas Device® shall mean a meter or other
measuring device, meeting the standards set by the American Water
Works Association (AWWA), which is attached to an Extraction
Facility for the purpose of measuring the quantity of water exiracted
by the facility.

it Notification

Section 4

i. No Operator shall consiruct an Exiraction Facility within the
boundaries of the Agency without first having provided a copy of a
County, and, where required, City, well construction permit to the

Agency.

2. The presentation of an approved County and, where required, City,
well construction permit, in a form and manner customarily issued
by the County or City, to the Agency at the Agency office shall be
deemed compliance with County and City requirements for the
purposes of this Ordinance.

3. An Operator may begin consiruction of the Extraction Facility
three (3) calendar days following the Agency’s receipt of a County
and, where required, City, well construction permit from the
Operator.
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Section B
1. An Operator shall be permitted to operate an Exiraction PFacility

1,

within the Agency boundaries in accordance with the provisions of
law and this ordinance wupon demonsirating compliance with
County andfor City requirements for the construction and
operation of a water well, providing a completed copy of the County
and/or City well permit including well test data and well drillers
log to the Agency, and registering the Exiraction Facility in
accordance with section 5.2 of this ordinanice.

Operators of Exiraction Facilities shall register all Extraction
Facilities with the Agency by completing and returning an OBGMA
Registration Form fo the Agency. New Exiraction Facilities shall
be registered by returning the Registration Form to the Agency
within thirty (30) calendar days following compleuon of
construction and prior to any sroundwater extraction.

The Agency shall make Registration Forins available to Operators
and the public generally at the Agency office, and downloadable on
the Agency website at www.obgma.com.

Failure of the Operator to receive a direct mailing of a Registration
Form shall not relieve the Operator of the obligation to file the form
with the Agency as required in Section 4.2

The Agency shall prepare and maintain an Extraction Facility data

sheet for each registered Exiraction Facility within the Agency
boundaries

Every Operator extracting groundwater from the basin shall file a
semi-annual extraction report in Januwary and July of each
calendar year accurately stating the amount of water extracted
during the prior six month period, providing all additional relevant
information requested on the OBGMA Groundwater Extraction
Form, signed under penalty of perjury by the Operator.

. The Agency shall make Groundwater Extraction Forms available in

June and December by direct mail to known Operators. Blank
copies of the form will be available at the Agency office.
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3. Failure of the Operator to receive a direct mailing of a Groundwater
Extraction Form shall not relieve the Operator of the obligation to
file the form with the Agency as reqguired in Section 6.1.

4. The Operator’s extraction statement on the form shall be presumed
accurate upon timely filing of the form with the Agency. For good
cause, the Agency may disregard the exivaction statement and
cause an investigation of the actual amount extracted by the
Operator in any semi-annual period. In the event of a discrepancy
between the statement filed by the Operator and the findings of the
Agency, the findings of the Agency shall prevail.

1. Except as otherwise specified by Sections 7.2 and 7.3 of this
ordinance, every Operator shall equip each Extraction Facility
with a Waterflow Measuring Device as defined in Section 3 of
this ordinance, and shall report installation of the measuring
device to the Agency.

2. Operators of existing permitied Extraction Facilities otherwise
in compliance with all ordinances and requirements of the
Agency but not equ:tpped 'Wlth a Wat@rﬂow Measunng Demce as

(’ & i ’i’j M/g, o1y

;@qmmem@n@, i Section i 1 i@r a p@z md Oi thr@@ yeafs from thai.
date.

3. All Waterflow Measuring Devices shall be tested for accuracy at
a frequency interval determined by the OBGMA Board to meet
specific measurement standards. Calibration methods and
procedures approved by the Board of Directors shall be detailed
in an adopted Resolution of the Board.

4. Operators of Extraction Facilities not equipped with a
Waterflow Measuring Device under the exemption in Section
7.2 shall provide an accurate record of the amount of water
extracted during each semi-annual period on the OBGMA
Groundwater Extraction Forim as follows:

a. Irrigated property shall use the following crop factor
applied for each acre irrigated:
i. Citrus and Avocado — 1.7 acre feet
ii. Landscaping, turf, golf course — 2 acre feet
b. Domestic use:
i. For each dwelling unit - .3 acre feet
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0. Operators of Exiraction Facilities extiracting one acre foot or
less in any semi-annual period shall report and pay for a
minimaum of one acre foot for that period.

6. Any person who alters, removes, resets, adjusts, manipulates,
obstrucis or in any manner interferes or tampers with any
Waterflow Measuring Device affired ito any groundwater
extraction facility in accordance with this ordinance, resulting
in said device to improperly or inaccurately measure and
record groundwater exiractions, is guilty of an intentional
violation of this Ordinance, and will be subject to any and all
penalties as described in Section 10.

7. All costs incurred with Waterflow Measuring Device testing or
calibration shall be the personal obligation of the well operator.
Non-compliance with any provision of the meter calibration
requirements will subject the operator to financial penalties as
described in Section 10.

Section 8 Groundwater Recordation

1

area ol jurisdiction will record groundwater extractions with the
Agency in accordance with California Water Code Sections 5001 -
5009 and delegated authority from the State Water Resources
Control Board Division of Water Rights. The records for all
groundwater extractions will be maintained at the Agency office.

Extraction Facilities with extractions properly recorded prior to
April 23, 2008, when the Agency assumed authority for
recordation shall retain their original recordation numbers. For
all facilities recorded after that date, the Agency shall assign
recordation numbers within the range of numbers, G563001L004
through GS563999L004.

In accordance with California Water Code Section 5001 all
Extraction Facilities within the Agency jurisdiction extracting 25
acre feet of groundwater or more per year shall be recorded. Wells
extracting less than 25 acre feet per year may be recorded.

To record an Extraction Facility an operator shall fill out a First
Notice of ¢ action Form provided by the Agency
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and return the form to the Agency office. The operator shall be
responsible for keeping the information provided on the first
notice form current by informing the Agency within the next semi-
annual period of any changes in the information on file in the
Agency office. There is no charge for the filing of the first notice
form.

5. The Agency shall charge a fee of Ten dollars ($10) per semi-
annual reporting period for the recordation of groundwater
extraction. This fee shall be paid in conjunction with the semi-
annual groundwater extraction charge as reported on the OBGMA
Groundwater Extraction Form sent by the Agency by direct mail to
Operators. The amount of this fee may be reviewed and amended
annually when the Board sets its annual charges and fees.

6.The groundwater recordation records may be made available to
other governmental agencies pursuant to Section 5009 of the
California Water Code.

Section 9

This Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect until repealed
or superseded by action of the Board of Directors of the Agency.

Section 10 Violation
In accordance with provisions 405 and 406 of the Act:

1. Any person who intentionally violates this Ordinance is guilty of an
infraction and may be required to pay a fine not to exceed five
hundred dollars ($500).

2. Any person who negligently or intentionally violates this Ordinance
may also be liable civilly to the Agency for a sum not to exceed one
thousand dollars ($1,000) per day for each wviolation, in addition to
any other penalties that may be prescribed by law.

Sectiom 11 Enforcement

The Agency may take any actions authorized by law, to
enforce the terms and provisions of this Ordinance.
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Section 12

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance and its provisions is for any reason held to be
unconstittitional or invalid, such decisions shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The Board of
Directors hereby declares and determines that it would have
passed this Ordinance and its rules and regulations, irrespective of
the fact that any one or more sections, subsection, sentence,
clause or phrase of this Ordinance may be determined to be
unconstituitional or invalid.

action FPorm




AN ORDINANCE OF THE QJAI BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT
AGEN@Y SWEECED@Z’G ORDINANCE NUMBER 7 SPECIFYING THE

EXTRACTION FACILITIES,
ZRING, RE] RTEV‘G OF GR@UNDWATER EXTRACTI@NS AND THE
RECORDATI@N OF WELLS WITHIN ; BOUNDARIE,

s A ‘ wijEhl SSHSIN LIULIGWELSE J_\g@@u_«%@&u@uz, £t
: authanzes the Agency t@ col‘lect information necessary for the
management of the groundwater resources of the Ojai Basin; and to
collect information and data necessary fbr the compilation of an annual
report on groundwater supplies; and
Whereas, Article 8 of the Act provides that Extraction Facilities in the
Ojai Basin be registered with the Agency, and further provides that the
Operator of a registered Extraction Facility may be required to provide
information to the Agency; and -
Whereas, information regarding the number, locatmns and use of
groundwater Extraction Facilifies within the basin, and the amount of
water extracted from these facilities, -is necessary for groundwater
management, planning, and reporting by the Agency: and
Whereas, the Agency must be adequately informed about the existence
and nature of new Extraction Facilities within the boundaries of the
' Agency m order to carry out its groundwater management
responsibilities; and ‘
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3, Article 7, of the Act provides the Agency with the authority to
impose reasonable conditions and regulations on the use of groundwater
Extraction Facilities; and .

ereas, Article 8 of the Act provides that the Agency, by Ordinance,
shall require groundwater Exirvaction Facilities to be equipped wiih
Waterflow Measuring Devices; and allows the Agency to exempt specific
oundwater Exiraction Facilities from this requirement; and

ereas, The State Water Resources Conirol Board Division of Water
Rights has designated the Agency as the official groundwater exiraction
recordation Agency for the State within the Agency boundaries with
specific authorities;

therefore be it
PRI tex |

Title

Ordinance Number 8 shall be kunown as the “Ojai Basin Groundwater
Management Agency Permifiting, Registering, Reporting, Metering, and
Well Recordation Ordinarnice.”

mdl Tntent

The purpose of this Ordinance is:
1. To approve and implement updated Agency policies requiring the
- Operators of Extraction Facilities to provide information to the
Agency. :

2. To approve and implement updated Agency policies requiring
permitting and notification of intent to construct an Extraction
Facility within' the boundaries of the Agency, for registering
Extraction Facilities, and for semi-annual extraction reporting.

- 3. To approve and implement an updated Agency policy for metering
Extraction Facilities.

4. To establish by Ordinance and implement new requirements for
the Groundwater Recordation Program transferred to the Agency
by the State Water Resources Control Board in June 2008.




OBGMA Ordinance Number 8 Page | 8

Hon S

All terms, phrases and words shall have the meaning assigned to such
terms, phrases and words as commonly understood or as expressly
defined in the Agency’s Authorizing Act or as defined herein.

“Aet” shall mean the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Act.

y? shall mean the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management
Agency
“Basin” shall mean the Ojali Groundwater Basin as shown in the

nent of Water Resources Bulletin No. 12, “Ventura County
Investigation,” dated October 1953, to the extent included within the
boundaries of the Agency, as defined in Section 201 of the Agency’s
Authorizing Act. _
“Board” shall mean the Board of Directors of the Agency.
“City” shall mean the City of Ojai. '
“County” means the County of Ventura.
“Construction” means the building of a groundwater Extraction
Facility such as the act of drilling a well.
“Extraction” shall mean the act of obtaining groundwater by
pumping or other controlled means.
“Extraction PFacility” shall mean any device or method for the
extraction of groundwater within the basin, including a well.

groundwater Extraction Facility. If the Agency is unable to determine

who operates a particular Extraction Facility, the “Operator” shall

‘mean the person to whom the Extraction Facility is assessed, if
assessed by the County Assessor or, if not separately assessed, the

person who owns the land upon which the Extraction Facility is -
located. ‘

“Person” shall mean any person, state, or local governmenial Agency,
private corporation, firm, partnership, individual, group of individuals
or, to the extent authorized by law, any federal Agency.

“Watesflow Meas g Deviece” shall mean a meter or other
measuring device, meeting the standards set by the American Water
Works Association (AWWA), which is attached to an Extraction
Facility for the purpose of measuring the quantity of waier extracted
by the facility.
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1. All groundwater exiraction faciliies within the boundaries of the
Agency shall be registered with the Agency. All new exiraction facilities
constructed within the Agency Boundary shall obtain a no-fee permit
from the Agency prior to the issuance of a Well Permit by the Ventura
County Watershed Protection District and or the Ciiy of Ojai. No
extracHon facility may be operated or otherwise utilized so as to extract
groundwater within the boundaries of the Agency unless the facility is
registered with the Agency as required. The operator of an exiraction
facility shall register his extraction facility and provide in full, the
information required to complete the form provided by the Agency that
includes the following:

a. Name and address of the operator(s)

b. Name and address of the owner(s} of the land upon
which the extraction facility is located.

C. A description of the equipment associated with
the extraction facility.

d. Location, parcel number and state well number of the
@X‘i’fg@‘h@ﬁ facility.

2. Operators of extraction Facilities shall register all Extraction
Facilities with the Agency by completing and returning an OBGMA
Registration Form to the Agency. New Extraction Faciliies shall be
registered by returning the Registration Form to the Agency within thirty
{(30) calendar days following completion of construction and prior to any
groundwater extraction.

3. The Agency shall malke Registration Forms available to Operators and
the public generally at the Agency office located 428 Bryant Circle, Ojai,
CA 93023 or P.O. box 1779, Ojai, CA 93024, or downloadable on the
Agency website at www.obgma.coi.

4, Failure of the Operator to receive a direct mailing of a Registration
Form shall not relieve the Operator of the obligation to file the form with
the Agency as required in Section 4.2.

5. The Agency shall prepare and maintain an Extraction Facility data
sheet for each registered Extraction Facility within the Agency
boundaries.
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Every Operator extracting groundwater from the basin shall file a
semi-annual extraction report in January and July of each
calendar year accurately stating the amount of water extracted
during the prior six month period, providing all additional relevant
information requested on the OBGMA Groundwater ! ction
Form, signed under penaliy of perjury by the Operator.

1.

2. The Agency shall make Groundwater Extraction Forms available in
June and December by direct mail 1o known Operators. Blank
copies of the form will be available at the Agency office.

Failure of the Operator to receive a direci mailing of a Groundwater
Extraction Form shall not relieve the Operator of the obligation to
file the form with the Agency as required in Section 5.1.

&

4. The Operator’s extraction statement on the form shall be presumed
accuraie upon timely filing of the form with the Agency. For good
cause, the Agency may disregard the extraction statement and
cause an investigation of the actual amount extracted by the
Operator in any semi-annual period. In the event of a discrepancy

Ageﬂ@y‘, the fiﬁdiﬁgs Qf’ iihe Agéziﬁy shall prevaﬂ o

Section 6

1. Except as otherwise specified by Section 6.2 of this ordinance,
every Operator shall equip each Extraction Facility with a
Waterflow Measuring Device, and shall report installation of
the measuring device to the Agency.

2. .Operators of existing permitted Extraction Facilities otherwise
in compliance with all ordinances and requirements of the
Agency but not equipped with a Waterflow Measuring Device
as of the date of adoption of this ordinance are exempt from
the requirement in Section 6.1 until April 23, 2011.

3. Operators of Extraction Faciliies not equipped with a
- Waterflow Measuring Device under the exemption in Section
6.2 shall provide an accurate record of the amount of water
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extracted during each semi-annual period on the OBGMA
Groundwater Extracton Form as follows:
a. Irrigated property shall use the following crop factor
applied for each acre irrigated:
i. Citrus and Avocado ~ 1.7 acre feet
il. Landscaping, turf, golf course — 2 acre feet
b. Domestic use:
i. For each dwelling unit - .3 acre feet

4. Operators of Extraction Facilities extracting one acre foot or
less in any semi-annual period shall report and pay for a
minimum of one acre foot for that period.

5. All Waterflow Measuring Devices shall be tested for accuracy
at a frequency interval determined by the Board to meet
specific measurement standards. Calibration methods and
procedures approved by the Board of Directors shall be
detailed in an adopted Resolution of the Board. :

6. All costs incurred with Waterflow Measuring Device testing or

- calibration shall be the personal obligation of the well
operator. Non-compliance with any provision of the meter
calibration requirements will subject the operafor to financial

Groundwater Recordation

1. Operators of groundwater Extraction Facilities within the Agency’s

area of jurisdiction will record groundwater extractions with the

- Agency in accordance with California Water Code Sections 5001 -

5009 and delegated authority from the State Water Resources

Control Board Division of Water Rights. The records for all
groundwater extractions will be maintained at the Agency office.

2. Extraction Facilities with extractions properly recorded prior to
April 23, 2008, when the Agency assumed authority for
recordation shall retain their original recordation numbers. For
all facilities recorded after that date, the Agency shall assign
recordation numbers within the range of numbers, G563C01L004
through GS563999L004.

3. In accordance with California Water Code Section 5001 all
Extraction Facilities within the Agency jurisdiction extracting 25
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acre feet of groundwater or more per year shall be recorded. Wells
exiracting less than 25 acre feet per year may be recorded.

4. To record an Exiraction Facility an operator shall fill out a Pirst
HNotice of Groundwater Exiraction Form provided by the Agency
and return the form to the Agency office. The operator shall be
responsible for keeping the information provided on the first
notice form current by informing the Agency within the next semi-
annual period of any changes in the information on file in the
Agency office. There is no charge for the filing of the first notice
form. '

5. The Agency shall charge a fee of Ten dollars ($10) per semi-
annual reporting period for the recordation of groundwater
extraction. This fee shall be paid in conjunction with the semi-
annual groundwater extraction charge as reported on the OBGMA
Groundwater Extraction Form sent by the Agency by direct mail to
Operators. The amount of this fee may be reviewed and amended
annually when the Board sets its annual charges and fees.

6.The groundwater recordation records may be made available to
other governmental agencies pursuant to Section 5009 of the
California Water Code. '

-This Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect until repealed
or superseded by action of the Board of Directors of the Agency.

Section 9 Violation
In accordance with provisions 405 and 406 of the Act:

L. Any person who intentionally violates this Ordinance is guilty of an
nfraction and may be required to pay a fine not to exceed five
hundred dollars ($500).

2. Any person who negligently or intentionally violates this Ordinance
may also be liable civilly to the Agency for a sum not to exceed one
thousand dollars ($1,000) per day for each violation, in addition to
any other penalties that may be prescribed by law. :
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Section 10

The Agency may fake any actions authorized by law, to
enforce the terms and provisions of this Ordinance.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this
Ordinance and its provisions is for any reason held to be
unconstitutional or invalid, such decisions shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The Board of
Directors bereby declares and determines that it would have
passed this Ordinance and its rules and regulations, irrespective of
the fact that any one or more sections, subsection, sentence,
clause or phrase of this Ordinance may be determined to be
unconstitutional or invalid.

Semi-Aunual Groundwater Bx raction Porm
Fizst Hotice of Cromndwatrer Betracidon B

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Agency,
State of California April 29, 2010.

errry Cbnrow, President Cece VanDerMeer, Secretary
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Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency

Groundwater Management Plan Update

1. Background

Two critical facts underline the importance of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency
(OBGMA) and this management plan update.

o Chronic drought is a climatic reality. Over the last 100 years there have been several
serious droughts, and climate change may likely bring an increase: in the number and
intensity of years with below average rainfall. Local precipitation, the only source of
water in the Ventura River waie;rshed, is predicted by several models to decrease in

annual averages. Extended periodé of drought are likely.

e The Ventura River watershed is depended on by numerous competing interests. Most
water allocated fo the various water purveyors in the watershed is accounted for; it has
been predicted that, in a long- term drought, Lake Casitas could go dry. Existing wells
alicady w the Ujal Dasi are pioduciing groundvwaier al a rale al s consigerad w be al
or near the safe yield of the basin, and it is predicted (with historical precedence) that in
a long-term drought a significant number of the existing wells will go dry. Stakeholders
in the Ojai Basin cannot depend on any economically reasonable new source of water.

The OBGMA is responsible for managing the Ojai groundwater basin and, working with the well
operators in the basin, for conserving that groundwater. The intent of this plan update is to
avoid (where possible) and minimize the adverse economic and social impacts facing our

valuable but limited water supply.
1.1 Rission Statement
The Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency’s mission is fo preserve the quantity and

quality of groundwater in the Ojai Basin so that the long-term water supply is protected and

maintained for the common beneﬁt of the water users in the basin.

P\ WRO06-031\GW-MgmtPIn,6-070jaiGWMgt_628_TF.doc 1 .
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The mission of ihe OBGMA is derived from its enabling legistation, the Ojai Basin Groundwater
Management Agency Act, which became law in 1991. The Act was approved as a response {o
the needs and concerns of local water agencies, water users, and well owners of the Ojai Basin.
OBGMA was established in the fifth year of a drought, amidst cgn@erné for potential Ojail Basin
overdraft. The mission is in keeping with the history of the Ojai Basin and the circumstances
existing when the OBGMA was formed. Since that time, although there have been some good
water years and the Ojai Basin has Continued o provide suiiicient water for its well owners,
competition for scarce water resources in Southern California and Ventura County is ever
expanding, water resource planning is intensifying, and the importance of OBGMA's mission is

even greater today.

Based upon the studies conducied by and for OBGMA, and due to a relatively wet Vperiod over
the past 15 years, the water and demand in the Ojai Basin is largely in balance and capable of
meeting the annual demands of overlying landowners and in-basin water users under present
conditions. However, after a series of dry years, water in some wells drop fo the point where an
alternative water source must be used. In part, that is why water users presently import some
3,750 (1981 to 2005 average) acré«feet of Casitas Municipal Water District (Casitas) water into
Wi Ujal Bash aanually, mosty o0 dngakion, I Lasias walen was nol avallable ur nal veed
during a series of dry years, considering the present understanding of the hydrology of the basin
and the existing water uses, some shallower and peripheral wells would probably not produce
water. As a resulf, pumping lift costs to pump groundwater would be excessive, some wells
would produce excessive amounts of sand, water quality of pumped groundwater would likely
be compromised, and other detrimental effects of a reduced amount of groundwater storage in

the Ojai Basin could occur.

Therefore, the focus of the OBGMA’s efforts is on protecting and preserving the Ojai Basin
groundwater resource for in-basin use and guarding against harmful export of water from the

basin.
1.2 Current Fiscal Situation

The OBGMA is funded by exiraction charges levied on pumpers in the Ojai Basin. The present
legislative ceiling on exdraction charges of $7.50 per acre-foot limits the capacity of OBGMA to

P:\_WR05-031\GW-MgratPh.8-07\0jalGWMgt_628_TF.doc 2
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meet its obligations and goals. The OBGMA is aftempting to amend the Ojai Basin
Groundwater Management Agency Act in the 2007 legislative session fo increase the exiraction
charge ceiling, but any actual extraction charge change must be voted upon by the board, which
consisis of representatives of the stakeholders. Further fiscal details are presented in
Section 3.5.

With adequate funding OBGMA will meet its responsibilities as required by law, will be able to
carry out its mission fo protect Ojai Basin groundwater in the interests of its water users, and wifl

be able to achieve the goals of this management plan update.
2. General Approach

The OBGMA is required by law o have a Groundwater Management Plan (Plan) to guide its
~operations. The initial Plan was prepared and published in 1995. This 2007 update provides
additional information and has been developed based on studies done for the OBGMA by its
hydrogeologists and engineering contractors, input from well owners and water users, and
recommendations made by the OBGMA's advisory commitiee and the State of California

7y 3 2 £ uRE s
Tronpsone Drovaent of Y ‘

service areas of other local agencies.

Since the Plan publication in 1995, numerbus studies and projects have been conducied in the
Ojai Basin within the jurisdiction of the OBGMA and have led to a better understanding of basin
hydrogeology, wafer demands, and hydrologic fluctuations that affect the stakeholders.
Continually improved understanding provides an additional level of detall to the goals and
objectives of the Plan update. As understanding of the Ojai Basin improves over the years,
updates to the Plan will be incorporated. lt is anticipated that the Plan will be updated every five

years.

This Plan update describes five broad goals. Each geal includes a number of action elements.
Tables for each goal indicate when various action elements were completed or are planned for
completion. While the five broad goals will provide the structure to the OBGMA's management
efforts for several years, the OBGMA anticipates that the detailed action elements will evolve as
the OBGMA's efforts continue to progress. Elements approved with this Plan update will be

PA_WROS-D31\GW-MgmPin.6-07\0jaiCWigt_628_TF.doc 3
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implemented in the form of rules, regulations, or ordinances. Prior to implementation, additional
criteria to guide these actions will be developed in a public process by the OBGMA Board of
Directors (OBGMA board) and added io this management plan update. Some elements as
noted herein require more study and public review before specific implementation actions are
approved. Additions will be made to this Plan update as actions to implement these elements
are reviewed by the water users and well owners in the basin and approved by the OBGMA
board. Amendmenis to the approved Plan update will be made only afier full review,

consideration of any advisory recommendation, and formal approval by the OBGMA board.
3. Groundwater Management Plan--Detailed Action Plan

3.1 Goal 1. Understanding the Basin

OBGMA must have a comprehensive understanding of the hydrology of the basin under its
jurisdiction in order to carry out its mission. This understanding will continue to evolve as
additional goal elemenis are implemented. Table 1 describes selected Goal 1 elements that

have been completed, are scheduled, or are planned.

3.1.1 Monitoring

OBGMA has at its disposal several studies of the basin hydrology, including conceptuai models,
These models must be tested and updated regularly under a continuing monitoring program to
serve as a basis for informed decision making. Monitoring will also be conducied to identify
changing conditions and implement management programs when needed. Monitoring will

include:

e Surface water entering the basin

o Recharge of the basin from rainfall

e Streamflow seepage

o Evapotranspiration

o Discharge from the basin as surface flow from San Antonio Creek and subsurface flow

o Extractions from the basin via public and private wells
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Table 1. Selected Completed, Scheduled, and Planned Future Elements

Goal 1, Understanding the Basin

Completion Date

D?nlel B St@ph@ﬂ*‘ &

Hydm!oqxc a«s%es&sms&nf Qan Anfonio Crcaek Sub-

Extraction reportmg

Reporting of basin groundwater exiractions

(Actual or
Element Description Anticipated)
Completed Element ;
Basin studies Study of basin water records developed by county | 1996
' technicians to monitor basin water quantity and
quality, well permits, stream flows, and
B precipitation
Monitoring Conducted ongoing meetings and monrtonng with | 2000
county hydrologists ,
Jim Capito, basin study Located wells of record, obtained GPS September 2001
coordinates of each, plotted surface alfitudes of o Spring 2002
wells, determined conditions of abandoned wells,
performed hazard screening, recorded well data
sheets, provided QA/QC of county well records
with OBGMA records
Database creation Established database 2004
Kear, 2005, Masters Thesis | Hydrogeology of the Ojai Groundwater Basin: December 2005
Storativity and Confinement, Ventura County,
California
June 2006

Twice annually

depth-discrete monitoring wells

Scheduled Element

Extraction reporting Reporting of basin groundwater exiractions Twice annually

Basin studies Depth discrete monitoring well construction and 2007-2010
monitoring '

Basin studies Monitoring San Antonio Creek flow into basin 2007-2010

Monitoring Key wells for water quality o Annually

Monitoring Key wells for groundwater levels Every other month '

Future Element

Extraction reporiing Reporting of basin groundwater exiractions Twice annually

Monitoring Conversion of inactive production wells into 2008

and bedrock morphology

Groundwater model Generation of a MODFLOW type of groundwater | 2009
madel for the basin

Basin studies Evaluate and augment recharge along creek 2008
channels I

Basin studies Geophysical survey of the basin to identify aquifer | 2010
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Monitoring results will be shared annually by the OBGMA with owners, water users, and the

public.

3.1.2 Data Collection

Previous studies identified significant gaps in the current monitoring activities in the Ojai Basin.
Specific areas identified for increased data collection are basin water level, water guality
monitoring in stratified aguifers known fo be present in the basin based on aquifer testing, and
geophysical log correlations. In cooperation with the OBGMA, the Ventura County Watershed
Protection District (VCWPD) may measure key wells routinely for water levels and water guality.
OBGMA will obtain permission from the well owners prior to conducting monitoring not already
being conducted by Ventura County. This data will be analyzed and reporied annually by
OBGMA to stakeholders via annual reposis, the website, or other publications. Additional data
collection actions, including surface water discharged from San Antonio Creek and surface
water inflow into the basin, have been assessed and will be considered in greater detail in the
future. This data will be analyzed and reported annually by the OBGMA. All results from each
well measurement are fo be shared with the respective well owner either through direct

comrnunication and/or provision of any OBGMA publication that coniains such data.

3.1.3 Well Registration

The OBGMA adopted Ordinance No. 1, April 29, 1993 which required all wells in the basin be
registered with the OBGMA. There are currently 145 registered wells in the Ojai basin, of which
125 are reported to be active and the remaining 20 are inactive. Approximately 60 additional
wells are reported to have been destroyed, bringing the total number of historically known wells
in the basin to over 200. OBGMA will continue seeking to have all wells in the basin registered
under a formal agreement with Ventura County to ensure that their well records are made
available to the OBGMA and that any new well permits are registered with the OBGMA. Such
an agreement ensures that well permits in the OBGMA area of jurisdiction will not be issued by
Ventura County without proof that the applicant has properly notified OBGMA and been advised
of the requirements for well operators in the Ojai basin. Figure 2 presents a map of active wells
and Figure 3 depicts wells that are registered as inactive and destroyed. The OBGMA is also
planning to obfain delegated authority from the State Water Resources Conirol Board, Water
Rights Division to handle groundwater production recordation within OBGMA area of
jurisdiction.

PA_WRO06-031\GW-Mgm!PIn.6-07\0jaiG\WMgt_628_TF.doc 7
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3.1.4 Exiraction Measurement

The OBGMA is mandated by its enabling Act to monitor groundwater extractions. Key
parameters that allow the OBGMA to manage basin balance, prevent overdraft, and evaluate
the amount of groundwater in stérage include the amount of water exiracted from the basin,
precipitation, recharge data, and water level monitoring. OBGMA is also commitied to
implementing an effective, reliable method of monitoring well extractions. Currently, well
owners are required to report, as precisely as possible, using meters or a variety of methods
such as electrical power usage or crop factor, their annual water extractions. OBGMA will
consider requiring metering of new wells and metering of all wells within a 3-year time frame.
OBGMA will conduct an internal audit of its groundwater extraction reports to determine whether
those reports accurately reflect actual extractions. In addition, OBGMA will institute steps,
including assisting well operators with accurate reporting, to ensure the most efficient and

effective ways to determine the actual withdrawals of water from the basin semi-annually.
3.2 Goal 2. Controlling Exports: Protecting and Managing the Basin

In order to preserve the groundwater in the Ojai Basin OBGMA will take direct management
aclions based oi faciual kKnowiedge ol tic Dasiit aiid e Needs aid culiceiils O walel Uscis
and well owners in the basin. Table 2 describes selected Goal 2 elements that have heen

completed, are scheduled, or are planned.

3.2.1 Exports of Water from the Basin

OBGMA's enabling legislation mandates that no groundwater shall be exported from the basin
except under permit issued by the OBGMA in full compliance with the policy and intent of the
law. The law mandates the preservation of the groundwater for the common benefit of water
users within the basin. Based on present hydrologic facts and circumstances, the OBGMA finds
that there is no surplus water available for export. Under natural conditions, when surplus water
is present in the basin, water flows under artesian pressure from wells and from exposed
aquifers into San Antonio Creek along gaining reaches of the stream. Because this surplus has
value to downstream stakeholders, and the surplus conditions are ephemeral (occurring only
during years of heavy rainfall such as 1993, 1995, 1998, and 2005) and can change rapidly to

conditions of deficiency, it is likely that surplus conditions will not exist in the foreseeable future.

PiA_WR06-03\GW-MgmtPin,6-07\0jalGWMgt_628_TF.doc 10
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Table 2. Selected Completed, Scheduled, and Planned Future Elements
Goal 2, Controlling Exports: Protecting and Managing the Basin

Completion Date
{Actual or
Element Description Anticipated)
Completed Element
Export controls Reviewed Matilija Dam removal issues, attended 2005
stakeholder meetings and EIR certification
Database creation Established database 2004
Scheduled Element
Establish triggers Establish basin triggers such as the relationship 2008
between groundwater levels and drought
conditions to generate and adopt a water
conservation plan
Managing the basin Update Groundwater Management Plan 2012 (every five
years)
Future Element
Maintain thresholds Quantify relationship between basin storage and 2009
outflow into San Antonio Creek

Naverihalass, OBGMA will raview the existence of sarnlus from time fo time, as dictated by the
receipt and review of its annual report or as new, reliable information becomes available.
OBGMA will establish the conditions and criteria under which it would contemplate granting a
permit for export, Should a surplus be determined to exist. These conditions and criteria will

include at least the following:

e The applicant for a permit will bear the full financial, regulatory, and legal burden of
demonstrating that a surplus of water exists, which, if exported, would not cause harm to

any existing groundwater user in the basin, now or in the future.

o The export permit will be suspended in the event of a declared water shortage, basin

storage threshold level, or other pre-established condition.

o All export permits will contain conditions and criteria that will otherwise protect the in-

basin users to the fullest extent allowable under the law.
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Groundwater Management Plan

~ June 28, 2007

3.2.2 Establishment of Thresholds and Triggers

Water levels in the basin fluctuate considerably in response to pumping and recharge from
seasonal rainfall. The Ojai Basin is considered largely in balance. Review of precipitation,
accumulative departure curves, and water level responses over time indicate that the basin has
the hydrologic characteristics of quick discharge and quick recharge when precipitation occurs.
Also, based on aquifer testing, there is a significant amount of overlap of cones of depression
created in the potentiometric surface by pumping wells. These features must be considered

when establishing action levels of groundwater elevations or streamflow.

Groundwater use between 1981 and 2005 averaged approximately 5,170 acre-feet, of which
some 1,820 acre-feet was pumped by Golden State Water Company for municipal and domestic
supply (35 percent). In addition, three mutual water companies and approximately 100 active
private wells supply both agricultural and domestic water in the basin. There is a great variation
in location and depth of the wells in the basin, and their relative access to groundwater at low
points in the hydrologic cycle. There is also variation in water quality in different parts of the
basin. Taking into account the needs of the water users in the basin, overlying landowners and
well operators, and the existing conjunctive relationship between the groundwater used in the
basin and the Caslias water imporied o ihe basin, UBGMA will esiablish basin storaye
thresholds which will trigger special action by the OBGMA t{o ensure protection of groundwater

supplies in the basin.

OBGMA will develop triggers and the conservation measures that must be implemented at
those points, and will also develop the procedures and pass the ordinances needed to put the
conservation measures into effect. This will be done with full communication with, involvement,

and understanding of the basin well operators.
3.3 Goal 3. Encouraging Supporting Activities

With its limited resources, OBGMA must strive to achieve its goals in cooperation with and
through the supporting activities of other agencies, and through the encouragement of
supportive actions by water users. Table 3 describes selected Goal 3 elements that have been

completed, are scheduled, or are planned.
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Table 3. Selected Completed, Scheduled, and Planned Future Elements

Goal 3, Encouraging Supporting Activities

Completion Date
(Actual or
Element Description Anticipated)
Completed Element
Well inventories Worked with well owners to increase number of 1994
Ventura County key wells in Ojai
Joint meetings Casitas, Ojai Water Conservation District 1995
(OWCD), and Ojai Basin Groundwater
Management Agency explore interests in
common
Meetings Participated with and followed progress of 1996
Ventura countywide Stormwater Quality
Management Program
Integrated regional Participated in IRWMP, pursuit of Proposition 50 2008
watershed management water bond funding
planning (IRWMP) efforts
Scheduled Element
San Antonio Creek Rehabilitate abandoned spreading grounds in 2007-2010
Spreading Grounds cooperation with OWCD, Ventura County
Rehabilitation Project Watershed Protection District (VCWPD)
Ventura River watershed Study Ventura River watershed in.cooperation 2007-2010
planiiing sty VOWPD ‘
Future Element
Grant funding pursuit As available and targeted to basin issues Annually

3.3.1 Data Collection and Storage
Ventura County already routinely collects information on water levels and quality from wells in

the basin. In cooperation with OBGMA, this effort is planned to continue to meet the monitoring

needs of the basin.

3.3.2 Water Conservation

OBGMA encourages water conservation practices by both agricultural users and urban users.

Market forces, as well as good management practices, are moving most agricultural users in the

basin toward implementation of water conservation measures. Likewise, Golden State Water

Company, the largest municipal supplier in the basin, has initiated a conservation plan approved
by the Public Utilities Commission and supported by the City of Ojai. OBGMA will encourage

the development, publication, and sharing of information with these users that will encourage
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the optimum use of water resources in the basin. Further, OBGMA will seek the assistance of
various local, state, federal and private organizations to provide water conservation services
and education programs for in-basin water users, including the pursuit of grant funds as
available. OBGMA will encourage in-basin water users to incorporate conservation practices
and will consider development of a conservation plan in anticipation of drought conditions.

Water meters on all wells will be needed to effectively measure sharing of conservation efforts.

3.3.3 Abandoned Wells

Ventura County has a program to address abandoned wells as part of the water well ordinance.
OBGMA encourages implementing a program in the Ojai Basin to identify all abandoned wells,
to determine if they pose any hazard to the quantity or quality of groundwater in the basin, to
identify the actions needed, and to help obtain the resources to rectify any problems. OBGMA
supports evaluation of abandoned or idle wells to determine whether they can be converted to
monitoring wells, rehabilitated, or properly destroyed in accordance with Ventura County
standards. OBGMA will also seek to obtain grant funds to assist well owners in proper

destruction of abandoned wells, or in conversion to monitoring wells if appropriate.

3.3.4  Artificial Recharge

The Ojai Water Conservation District (OWCD) was involved in importing water from Matilija
Reservoir via gravity flow pipeline and a program of enhanced percolation of streamflow on San
Antonio Creek until 1985. This involved the diversion of surface flows into a series of
percolation basins and was highly successful. The program was discontinued after the
emergency construction of a debris basin on San Antonio Creek by Ventura County using
FEMA funds, following a major fire in the watershed. The result of that construction was the

destruction of most of the percolation basins, which were never restored.

The artificial recharge of the basin from San Antonio Creek by the Ojai Water Conservation
District is endorsed by the OBGMA. To rehabilitate these spreading grounds, the OBGMA
supports the San Antonio Creek Spreading Grounds Rehabilitation Project (SASGRP), one of
the key projects of the Watersheds Coalition of Ventura County (WCVC) suite of applications.
Under its enabling legislation, OBGMA must regulate any groundwater storage, recapture,
and/or replenishment project in the Ojai Basin, and, accordingly, will be processing a permit for
the SACSGRP. Other partners in the SASGRP endeavor include the OWCD, the VCWPD,

P:\_WR06-031\GW-MgmtPln.6-07\0jaiGWMgt_628_TF.doc 14
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Casitas Municipal Water District, and Golden State Water Company. This project will strive to
augment basin storage by restoring the percolation basins and diversion and intake structures
that were destroyed by the emergency consfruction. This was a key goal element on the

OBGMA 1995 Plan.

The SASGRP may offset some of the losses associated with the proposed Matilija Dam
decommissioning, known as the Matilija Dam Ecosystern Restoration Project (MDERP). The
MDERP proposes to replace the water supply loss resulting from the dam’s removal prior to its
obsolescence date. The SASGRP, if successful, can only partially mitigate the loss of water
supply resulting from the MDERP. Other measures should be evaluated and implemented to

more completely mitigate the removal of the Matilja Dam and the elimination of its storage

volume.,

3.3.5 Watershed Management

OBGMA will work with other stakeholders in the Ventura River Watershed to effectively
understand and manage the drainage area that includes Ojai. Such a project is also included in
the suite of tasks applied for by the WCVC, under the Ventura River Watershed Protection Plan.
OBGMA supports this endeavor and the understanding of the basin will be enhanced with

additional monitoring wells in the basin provided under the project.
3.4 Goal 4. Effective Communication

The effectiveness of OBGMA will depend upon its ability, within its limited means, to meet the
needs of the water users and well owners of the basin. This will depend on effective, two-way
communication between OBGMA and the users it serves. Table 4 describes selected Goal 4

elements that have been completed, are scheduled, or are planned.

3.4.1 Advisory Committee

Ad hoc advisory committees with representatives of the well owners and water users in the
basin have been periodically created by the OBGMA board and have been a means of
developing a dialogue between users and OBGMA. The advisory committees are used by
OBGMA board as a nucleus of interested and affected users to consider and develop the details

of actions proposed under this groundwater management plan update.
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Table 4. Selected Completed, Scheduled, and Planned Future Elements

Goal 4, Effective Communication

Completion Date
(Actual or
Element Description Anticipated)
Completed Element
Public workshops Two workshops to hear and record well owner 1994
concerns
Advisory committee Explored basin issues 1994
Public workshop Sponsored "Well Maintenance and Rehabhilitation” | 1998
Seminar
Outreach Displayed “Pollution Prevention House" on Ojai 1999
Day and at local elementary schools .
Website To inform stakeholders of Agency operations and | 2007
Basin issues
Scheduled Element
Maintain and update website | To inform stakeholders of Ojai Basin Groundwater | Ongoing
Management Agency operations and basin issues
Future Element
Awareness campaign Increase public awareness of water issues in the 2008 and ongoing
basin through workshops, forums, newsletters,
etc.

3.4.2 Annual Report
OBGMA will prepare an annual report as required by law that it will self-publish at minimum

expense. Technical contractors will only be used if required to perform technical analysis of

data collected during the year.

3.4.3 Information Sharing

Information learned about the basin and water use in the basin will be shared by OBGMA with
all well owners directly and with water users in the basin through the general news media and
the publications of local water purveyors. Actions or items of special interest will be shared with
well owners by direct mail newslétters, which will also include notice of OBGMA meetings and
agendas. OBGMA board members will be available to meet with basin water users to address
issues of concern and the ongoing management activities of OBGMA. OBGMA has established

a website through which information is shared freely with the public. OBGMA's web address is

www.obgma.com.
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3.5 Goal 5. Efficient Administration

The resources available to OBGMA to carry out its mission and serve the water users of the
basin are limited. Therefore, cost containment measures are essential. These measures will be
developed and made part of this Plan update. Table 5 describes selected Goal 5 elements that

have been completed, are scheduled, or are planned.

Table 5. Selected Completed, Scheduled, and Planned Future Elements
Goal 1, Efficient Administration

Completion Date

1 (Actual or
Element Description Anticipated)
Completed Element
Finance committee Formed finance committee of board members and | 1994 (annually
well owners, prepare fiscal budget thereafter)
User fees Established a system to fund Ojai Basin 1995

Groundwater Management Agency (OBGMA)
based on well user fees

Revenue evaluation Evaluated expenses and revenue, to reach goal 1996
of operating on revenue from exiraction fees only,
gianis of 33,500 o Casiias, Souihern Califoiiz
Water Co. and the City of Ojai were encumbered
as seed monies for OBGMA advancement.

Scheduled Element

Funding increase Increase extraction charge ceiling to a reasonable | 2007
amount through legislation.

Administration Hire a professional, qualified manager, on a part- | 2008

time basis, to efficiently and effectively provide
staff support for the agency.

Future Element

Donations Solicitations of donations from stakeholders and Ongoing
other benefactors '

3.5.1 Funding

OBGMA is funded by extraction charges levied on pumpers in the Ojai Basin. The present
legislative ceiling on extraction charges is $7.50 per acre-foot. In a typical year with 5,000 acre-
feet extracted, the OBGMA budget is roughly $37,500 per year. OBGMA operates from a one-
room office, with one part-time office assistant who also acts in the capacity of secretary and

treasurer. These expenses, along with regular audits and required insurance, consume the
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majority of the funding. OBGMA should have one professional, technically qualified staff person
as a manager at least part time. OBGMA should also participate in funding projects that are
within its vpurview (such as the proposed SACSGRP, operation and maintenance, matching
funds for grants, hiring consultants). OBGMA is seeking legislation in the 2007 session to
amend its enabling Act to increase the extraction charge ceiling to $25. Any change in actual
extraction charge will be voted upon by the OBGMA board, which consists of representatives of
the stakeholders. The OBGMA bhoard has estimated that an actual extraction charge of $15 per
acre-foot would provide the funding needed to carry out their basic responsibilities and that an
additional charge of $4 per acre-foot would be need to pay the OBGMA share of the operation

and maintenance of the proposed SACSGRP.

With adequate funding, OBGMA will meet its responsibilities as required by law, will be able to
carry out its mission to protect Ojai Basin groundwater in the interests of the water users in the

basin, and will be able to achieve the goals of this management plan update.

3.5.2 Minimum Requirements
The OBGMA's enabling legislation requires the Plan to establish a minimum amount of
exiraction below which ihe requirernenis of the Act will not be applied. Ihe QBGMA will

establish these criteria.
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1.0 Introduction

The Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency (OBGMA) issues this Annual Report
representing the calendar years 2011 and 2012. Similar to many previous years, the
annual report comprises two years of reporting as compilation of data on extractions and
activities has been completed. As the OBGMA has streamlined its efforts, and
importantly, enacted measures to ensure more accurate extraction reporting, future years'
Annual Reports are anticipated to be issued mid-calendar year for the preceding ycar.

Mission Statemeint

It is the mission of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency to preserve the
quantity and quality of groundwater in the Ojai Basin in order to protect and maintain the
long-term water supply for the common benefit of the water users in the Basin.

The mission of the OBGMA is derived from its enabling legislation, the Ojai Basin
Groundwater Management Agency Act, which became law in 1991. The act was
approved as a response to the needs and concerns of local water agencies, water users,
and well owners of the Ojai Basin. The Agency was established in the fifth year of a
drought, amidst concerns for potential Basin overdraft.

The mission is in keeping with the history of the Basin and the circumstances existing
when the Agency was formed. Since that time, although there have been some good
water years and the Ojai Basin has continued fo provide sufficient water for its well
OWLIELS, COLLPELLLION [0r 5CAIGe walel 1E50ULCes ik sutilioi Calilonin and ¥ eutiia
County is ever expanding, water resource planning is intensifying, and the importance of
the OBGMA mission is even greater today.

Background

Based upon the studies conducted by and for the Agency, and due to a relatively wet
period over the past 15 years, the water supplies and demands in the basin are largely in
balance and capable of meeting the annual demands of overlying landowners and in-basin
water users under present conditions. However, after a series of dry years, water levels in
some wells in the basin.decline to the point where an alternative water soutce must be
used. In part, that is why water users presently import some 3,682 (1985 to 2012 average)
acre feet of Casitas Municipal Water District (Casitas) water into the basin annualiy,
mostly for irrigation.

If Casitas water was not available or not used in a series of dry years, considering the
present understanding of the hydrology of the basin and the existing water uses, some
shallower and peripheral wells would probably not produce water, pumping lift costs to
pump groundwater would be excessive, some wells would produce excessive amounts of
sand, water quality of pumped groundwater would likely be compromised, and other
detrimental effects of a reduced amount of storage in the Basin.
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Through the agency's efforts, many stakeholders better understand these conditions, and
the importance of conjunctive use in action: using groundwater when available and
relying on Casitas water when basin storage is minimized. This practice has a somewhat
self-regulating effect on the basin, as the charges for purveyor water encourage
conservation and good stewardship of the groundwater resource.

Therefore, the focus of the Agency's efforts is on protecting and preserving the basin

groundwater resource for in-basin use; and guarding against export of water from the
basin.

Loastian Map

Figure 1: OBGMA
Agency Location Map

6jai Basin Groundwater Management Agency |

e
Figure 1 - OBGMA Agency Location Map

Two critical facts underline the importance of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management
Agency (OBGMA) and this Annual Report, which represents a summary of the basin
conditions, the OBGMA activities and efforts to manage the basin in keeping with its
Management Plan and enabling legislature .

Chronic drought is a climatic reality. Over the last 100 years there were

several serious droughts, and climate change may likely bring an increase in the
number and intensity of years with below average rainfall. Local precipitation,
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the only source of water in the Ventura River watershed, is predicted by several
models to decrease in annual averages. Extended periods of drought are likely.

The Ventura River watershed is used by numerous interesis. Most water
available to the various water purveyors in the watershed is accounted for; it has
been predicted that, in a long- term drought, the Lake Casitas could go dry.
Existing wells already in the Ojai Basin are producing groundwater at a rate that
is considered to be at or slightly below the safe yield of the basin, and it is
predicted (with historical precedence) that in a long term drought a significant
number of the existing wells will go dry. Stakeholders in the Ojai Basin can not
expect an economically reasonable new source of water.

The OBGMA has been given the responsibility for managing the Ojai groundwater basin
and, working with its constituents, the well operators in the basin, for conserving that
groundwater. The intent of this plan is to avoid, where possible, and sirive to minimize,
the adverse economic and social impacts facing our valuable but limited water supply.

Board of Directors
The OBGMA Board consists of five members and their alternates. The five seats
comprise representatives of each of the following entities:

o (Ojai Water Conservation District

e City of Ojai

e Golden State Water Company

(D NEL P VNG ST LR A S IO ATIIRTEN D IEN TR

e Mutual water companies
Regular attendance at each of the Board meetings is required to form a quorum and
attend to board activities. During 2011 and 2012, the Board was comprised of the
following personnel, with alternates occasionally representing and attending:

o Jerry Conrow, President (OWCD)

o Roger Essick (Mutual water companies)

o Russ Baggerly (CMWD)

e Ken Petersen (GSWC)

e Betsy Clapp (City of Ojai)

Summary of years' accomplishments
Over Calendar Years 2011 and 2012, OBGMA accomplished many activities in keeping
with its enabling legislation and management planning, including:
e Held monthly board meetings with public participation to carry out the objectives
of its enabling legislature and groundwater monitoring plan
o Supported recordation of water extractions for individual well owners
e Documented groundwater extraction from reported pumping
o Monitored water levels in the basin both automatically via a network of data
loggers and manually
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o Coordinated with County and private entities to monitor basin conditions

o Permitted the construction of four water wells in 2011 and four in 2012

e Successfully completed a groundwater model of the basin

Supported the ongoing design and permitting of the San Antonio Spreading
Grounds rehabilitation project (SACSGRP)

e Participated in outreach programs including presentations to the Groundwater
Resources Association of California (GRAC)

o Drafted detailed plans for basin inflow and outflow monitoring and applied to the
State for Local Groundwater Assistance Funding to implement the planned
monitoring

o Compiled geologic and hydrogeologic data to further the understanding of the
basin

e Participated in watershed, county, and state-wide meetings, conferences, and
discussions to further the Agency's participation and exposure to affect policy

e Assisted individual stakeholders to understand their roles, rights, and
responsibilities as overlying landowners of the groundwater basin.

e Developed, maintained and updated the website (www.obgma.com) to inform the
public regarding the OBGMA activities and basin conditions.

2.0 Duties And Responsibilities

The OBGMA is required by law to have a Groundwater Management Plan (Plan) to
onide iis operations. The initial Plan was prepared and published in 1995, The 2007
Updaie provided addiiional wiommaiton to ihe origimal Flan and has been developed
based on studies done for the Agency by its hydrogeologists, engineering contractors,
input from well owners and water users, recommendations made by the Agency's
advisory committee and by the State of California Department of Water Resources.
Figure 1 presents a map of the OBGMA area of purview and service areas of other local

agencies.

In the ensuing years between the original Plan publication and the 2007 update, numerous
studies and projects have been undertaken in the Basin within the purview of the
OBGMA and have led to a better understanding of Basin hydrogeology, demands, and
hydrologic fluctuations which affect the stakeholders. Continually improved
understanding provides an additional level of detail to the goals and objectives of the
Plan; as the understanding of the Basin improves over the years, updates to the Plan will
be incorporated. It is anticipated that the Plan will be updated every five years.

The Plan consists of five broad goals. Each goal includes a number of action elements,
and as described herein there are tables under each goal which demonstrate when various
action elements were completed or are planned for completion. While the five broad
goals will provide the structure to the Agency's management efforts for several years, the
Agency anticipates that the detailed action elements will evolve as the Agency's efforts
continue to progress. Approved plan elements will be implemented in the form of rules,
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regulations or ordinances. Prior to implementation, additional criteria to guide these
actions will be developed in a public process by the Board and added to this management
plan. Some elements as noted herein require more study and public review before specific
implementation actions are approved. Additions will be made to this Plan as actions to
implement these elements are reviewed by the water users and well owners in the basin
and approved by the Agency Board of Directors (Board). Revisions or updates to the
approved Plan will be made only after full review, consideration of any advisory
recommendation and formal approval by the Board.

The five goals are described in detail in the 2007 Groundwater Management Plan Update
available at www.OBGMA .com, and are;

1) Understanding the Basin

2) Controlling Exports; protecting and managing the Basin
3) Encouraging Supporting Activities

4) Effective Communication

5) Efficient Administration

) L;E_f}“d Figure 2: Active
e PR Well Location Map

Figure 2- Active Well Location Map
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Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency Legend

Figure 3: Inactive and Destroyed
Well Lacation Map

Fionre 3- Inactive cnd destroved Well Location Map

Ordinances

Many of these goals are met by enacting ordinances and resolutions. During the 2011 and
2012 Calendar Years, no new ordinances were adopted

Resolutions

During the 2011 and 2012 Calendar Years, the following Resolution was adopted and
implemented:

Resolution 2011-1 (draft) and 2, adopted, signed, and approved June 30. 2011 approved
an extraction charge of $15.00 per Acre Foot.

Projects

Two Major Projects were implemented with the OBGMA serving as major stakeholder.
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The Groundwater Model

Importantly, the OBGMA completed the "Groundwater Model Development, Ojai Basin,
Ventura County, California,” in final form on November 15, 2011. This significant
modeling effort was funded through the DWR Local Groundwater Assistance (LGA)
Program and represented a leap in the technical understanding of the Basin and the
capabilities of the OBGMA to model various scenarios related to natural and artificial
recharge, groundwater exiraction, and new well construction. Ongoing model updates,
conducted at the discretion of the Board, allow the OBGMA to consider the effects of
various scenarios including drought, recharge, additional well construction and
groundwater extraction.
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Figure 4 - West to east cross section showing 11 model layers

The SACSGRP

The San Antonio Creek Spreading Grounds Rehabilitation Project (SACSGRP) is
intended to increase groundwater storage and recharge in the Ojai Valley Groundwater
Basin by rebuilding an abandoned diversion works, rehabilitating existing relic
infiltration basins, and constructing passive percolation recharge wells adjacent to San
Antonio Creek. The project site is located on an 11.4 acre parcel of land owned by the
Ventura County Watershed Protection District adjacent to San Antonio Creek, within the
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unincorporated portion of Ventura County, approximately 0.9 miles northeast of the City
of Ojai, California. The proposed project received $1,315,000 in grant funding from the
State Water Resources Control Board through the Proposition 50 Integrated Regional
Water Management Grant, which was awarded to the Watershed Coalition of Ventura
County. A stakeholder group composed of the Ojai Basin
Groundwater Management Agency, the Ojai Water
Conservation District, the Golden State Water Compan
the Casitas Municipal Water District and the Ventura
County Watershed Protection District was formed in
January 2008 to collaborate on the implementation and
maintenance of the proposed project. The primary
purpose of the project is to capture 25 cubic feet per
second (cfs) of surface flow (when available) from San
Antonio Creek to recharge the Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin and help augment the Ojai

Valley's water supply.

Pigeiie o ~lHpdiadiic piojile juitodUoUId!
from diversions through intake to recharge wells

The Ojai Groundwater Basin Inflow/Outflow Study

OBGMA Completed an application to the 2012 DWR LGA grant solicitation to
implement the proposed project entitled "Ojai Groundwater Basin Inflow/Outflow
Study," which has been abbreviated to the acronym of "[0S." As the name implies,
the 10S strives to quantify the inflowing surface water that recharges the basin, the
outflowing surface water that discharges from the basin, and quantify the surface
water flowing through the central portion of the basin at the point of compliance for
the SACSGRP.

Although the project was not initially funded through the highly competitive LGA

process, the workplan presented in the application can seive for the OBGMA's
implementation in a self-funded means or future grant applications.

The application components are found at:

hitp://www.water.ca.gov/lgagrant/docs/applications/Ojai%20Basin%20Groundwater %20
Management%20Agency%20%28201209870016%29/
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Inventory and Status of Wells

During 2011, 125 wells were actively reporting groundwater extraction from the Ojai

Basin. During 2012, this number decreased by one, as a net decrease in well inventory
was realized; four new wells were constructed each year, two wells were destroyed in

2012 and one was destroyed in 2011.

Key:
@& New Well 2011
.5 New Well 2012
4 Destroyed Well 2012

Figure 6- New and Destroyed Well Location Map

3.0 Precipitation

In the Ventura River Watershed, no significant water is imported for human uses
including agricultural, irrigation, or municipal supplies. Virtually all water tributary to the
Ojai Groundwater Basin derives from the hydrologic cycle as precipitation within the
mountainous area surrounding the Ojai Basin and, to a lesser degree, precipitation on the
valley floor itself.

An excellent proxy for recharge is precipitation as measured at the Ojai Fire Station.
Long-term (1931-2012) average annual rainfall at that location is 21.21 inches; higher in
the watershed, the average annual precipitation is nearly 36 inches.
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Rain Gauge Location: 34.4480 N 119.2300 W,
Rain Gauge Elevation: 745 1t (227 m) above mean e favel

o olsemouguspepdionigy &

Figure 7- Precipitation at Ojai Valley Iloor

In addition to the bar chart presented above, the accumulative departure from average
annual precipitation is an indicator of drought periods versus periods of "normal" or
"wet" periods. As the curve declines to the right, a period of drought is realized. Locally,
it appears that a drought period began after the end of the 2010-2011 water year.
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Figure 8- Accumulative departure curve

Based on the amount of precipitation measured within the watershed, and modeled
recharge estimates, the OBGMA estimates that during water year ending 2011, 29.27
inches of rain fell on the valley floor and upwards of 10,000 acre-feet of water recharged
to the basin. Similarly, during water year ending September 30, 2012, 11.35 inches of
rain fell on the valley floor and about 2,000 acre feet of recharge was added to the basin
storage.
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Figure 9- Relationship between precipitation and recharge

4.0 Groundwater Levels

Modeled and observed phenomena indicate that any precipitation less than 11 inches on
the valley floor is taken up by evapotranspiration and soil storage, among other factors,
and that significant recharge is limited to primarily subsurface flow during these drier
years. The OBGMA's monitoring of the basal alluvial aquifer near the SACGRP Project
indicate a favorable component of "recharge without rainfall" as discharges from adjacent
bedrock aquifers contribute spring flow and subterranean contributions to the alluvial
aquifers.
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SACSGRP DDMW 190-210 feet: Basal Alluvial Aquifer

ezt

Peak: April 28 2012
\ Peak: . ;mzaly 42013

Nadir: September 15 2012
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Figure 10- SACSGRP DDMW water levels October 2011 to May 2013

Monitoring of water levels by the County and OBGMA in several key wells provide a
direct insight into basin storage and the effects of drought on portions of the basin.
Generally, peripheral northern and eastern areas appear to be less affected by the

i e e [ 1
«-uunU’»n ’/‘;*"ia o Srevie H) i Eu’«lww@»”'sé*/x’f%ili“f,’fwfh Fiiel ae ’“3 IR ‘?""‘z%é'.iig‘i

southern p01t10ns of the basin. Additional storage capacity and extraction from the central
portions of the basin compared to the peripheral areas also contribute to this phenomenon
of discrepancy in water levels.

€
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Figure 11 - Locations of Wells with hydrographs are shown above, including the
SACSGRP DDMW basal alluvial aquifer, while details of the data are presented on the

Jfollowing graphs.
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i1 storage 1 the Basin at the spring Ligh poini 15 as follows.

The historic nadir in basin storage was in 1951 during a significant drought and before
the current practice of conjunctive use including Casitas water imports was
commonplace. At that time, in 1951, 43,741 acre feet are estimated to have been in
storage in the Basin. This nadir is a significant threshold because the confined aquifer
skeleton would have been maximally compacted at that time. Static water levels below
that depth would increase compaction and potentially cause subsidence and cause
irrecoverable storage capacity in the Ojai Basin.

YEAR Springtime Basin storage (Acre Feet)
2002 62,567 AF

2003 57,087 AF

2004 55,094 AF

2005 80,000 AF Artesian Flow Observed
2006 62,810 AF Artesian Flow Observed
2007 49,750 AF

2008 59,000 AF

2009 50,000 AF

2010 54,627 AF

2011 63,944 AF Artesian Flow Observed
2012 62,402 AF
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5.0 Groundwater Quality
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Figure 12- General water quality data 2012

The Ojai Valley Basin water quality is considered good for domestic and agricultural
purposes. Average TDS is 812 mg/l and ranges from 671 to 1090 mg/] in county-sampled
and reported wells. Depth-discrete information indicate a higher chloride concentration in
deep aquifers in the central and southwestern portion of the basin. Two wells have iron
(Fe) concentrations above the secondary MCL for drinking water. Water samples from
three wells were analyzed for inorganic chemicals (Title 22 metals). No inorganic
chemical was above the primary MCL for drinking water. Stiff water quality diagrams in
the figure above show that Ojai Valley groundwater chemistry is quite variable. The
above figure also shows approximate well locations and concentrations of total dissolved
solids (TDS), sodium (Na+), potassium (K+), calcium (Caz+), magnesium (Mgz+), chloride
(CL.), bicarbonate (HCO:.), carbonate (COs2-) and sulfate (SOu-) for the wells sampled
by the County of Ventura in the Ojai Valley basin in 2012.
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6.0 Groundwater Exiractions

Reported Extractions

Reported extractions from 125 wells in 2011 and 124 wells in 2012 indicate an extraction
quantity of 5,125 acre-feet and 5,310 acre-feet, respectively.

These extraction totals are in-line with historical use and trends since the OBGMA has
been monitoring extractions from the Basin. Graphical depiction of these extractions,
compared to estimated irrigation demand, imported water, and municipal groundwater
extraction, are presented and tabulated below. Notably absent from this calculation is the
imported water from Lake Casitas that Golden State Water Company (GSWC) provided
to its customers.

Since the passage of OBGMA Ordinance No. 7 requiring metering of extraction facilities,
an increased accuracy is afforded to these calculations and reporting. Additionally, a
general declining trend may be observed owing to the fact that crop factors, formerly
used to estimate extraction, often overestimated the actual amount of groundwater
extraction.

Estimated Total Groundwater Extractions
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Figure 13 - Acre feet of groundwater extraction over time
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Groundwater Extractions, Demands and Imports

Estimated

Calendar Irrigaiion  Casitas

Year Demand Importation
1985 7200 4181
1986 7500 3633
1987 7800 4473
1988 7796 4635
1989 7093 5169
1990 9804 4961
1991 7631 3377
1992 8769 2744
1993 6829 2800
1994 7072 3433
1995 6117 3530
1996 6801 4468
1997 8017 5272
1998 5071 3115
1999 6185 3922
2000 7054 4044
2001 7204 3195
2002 7021 4249
2003 6450 3428
200 7058 4185
2005 5462 2768
2006 5462 2796
2007 6877 3770
2008 6492 3176
2009 7054 3411
2010 5633 2404
2011 5867 2990
2012 6292 2986

Natural Discharge

Estimated
Groundwater
Extraction
(Private
Wells)
3019
3867
3327
3161
1924
4843
4254
6052
4029
3639
2587
2333
2745
1956
2263
3010
4009
2772

ey ey

Groundwater

Extraction

(GSWC)
1638
1663
1744
1839
1766
1804
1819
1645
2070
1946
1846
1569
1583
1913
2181
2080
2258
2220
2066
1824
19565
1818
1963
1736
1751
1742
1934
1646

March 27, 2014

Estimated
Total
Groundwater
Extractions
4657
5530
5071
5000
3690
6647
6073
7697
6099
5585
4433
3902
4328
3869
4444
5090
6267
4992
5088
B
4649
4484
5070
5052
5394
4971
5125
5310

Natural discharge from the Basin occurs primarily via San Antonio Creek. Modeled
discharge to surface streams is reported to average 2,282 Acre feet per year. Smaller
components of discharge are to evapotranspiration (258 af/yr) and outflow to

downgradient bedrock and alluvium (129 AF/yr).

In Water Year Ending 2011, a total of 10,597 acre feet are calculated to have discharged
at San Antonio Creek beneath the Casitas Springs bridge at Highway 33. This compares
to 906 Acre feet at the same point for water year ending 2012. The Ojai Basin comprises
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approximately 70.3 percent of the surface water tributary area to this gage and is one of
the only groundwater basins that provides perennial discharge to the creek system.
Although no active gage is present to date near the discharge point from the Ojai Basin,
monitoring of the San Antonio Creek at Creek Road is within the OBGMA Purview and
a planned activity.

7.0 Conclusions

Outlook for coming year (2013 and 2014)

Local precipitation in 2011 and 2012 represented a drying trend with declining
precipitation totals for each water year. Continued persistent drought is anticipated, with
low precipitation anticipated for 2013 and 2014. Demand on the Basin is anticipated to be
high and natural discharges low.

Agency Planned Activities

For 2013 the OBGMA is planning several key objectives:
e Continued involvement in the SACSGRP, slated for construction late 2013
o Installing and monitoring additional continuous water level monitoring devices in
key stakeholders' wells
e Adding hydrographs to the website
e Permitting wells
® Rumlmg model npdﬂtes to evaluate dynamlc conditions and scenarios
uium niuihn‘y OB 3 um 5 with Um HG P ki W alivi o cur LY UL
ObJCCtIVCS of its enabling leglslatule and groundwatel mon1t01 ing plan
Supporting recordation of water extractions for individual well owners
Documenting groundwater extraction from reported pumping
Coordinating with County and private entities to monitor basin conditions
Participated in outreach programs
e Compiling geologic and hydrogeologic data to further the understanding of the
basin ,
o Participating in watershed, county, and state-wide meetings, conferences, and
discussions to further the agency's participation and exposure to affect policy
e Assisting individual stakeholders to understand their roles, rights, and
responsibilities as overlying landowners of the groundwater basin.
e Maintaining and updating the website to inform the public regarding the OBGMA
activities and basin conditions.
o Considering a Groundwater Management Plan Update
e Considering the ramifications of ownership transfer of GSWC on basin
management, possibly revising the OBGMA Act
e Continue to explore and apply for grant funding opportunities to carry out the
OBGMA responsibilities, goals and objectives.

e ©® o

@

Page 22 of 22







APPENDIX C

Public Outreach and Engagement







Groundwater Sustainability Plan
Public Outreach and Engagement Plan

Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency

417 Bryant Circle, Suite 112
Ojai, California 93023
Contact: John Mundy

Prepared by:

621 Chapala Street
Santa Barbara, California 93101
Contact: Trey Driscoll

APRIL 2021



INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK

Printed on 30% post-consumer recycled material.



Table of Contents

SECTION PAGE NO.
GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ACRONYMS ......coiiiirirsrmsssmnsssnsssmsssssmssssmssssmssnssmssssmsssssmesssmssssmsanssmnsssmssssms snssmenssmnsnsmsnnssmes ]
1 THE SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT ACT .....cciiesiersserssserssserssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssesssssesssnsenssenas 1
1.1 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Requirements for Stakeholder Engagement................ 1
2 OJAI VALLEY GROUNDWATER BASIN.......cccctrisarersrerssmsrisserssmsesssssssasssmssssnssssnsesssnsssanssssnsesssnsssansssnnsesssanssnnnssnns 5
3 OJAI BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AGENCY ....ccccceisrersrerssmnessnsessmsesssmssssnssssnsesssnssssnssssnsesssmsssnnssssns 9
3.1 Stakeholders and INterested PArti€s ........cciiaciriiiiiie ettt s s e e s e e s ne e snee e 9
3.2 DeCISION-MAKING PrOCESS .....ciieeiiiieieeisittisis et s st ne e s s e s se e s s e e e s ne e sne e sann e s en e e snee s 9
4 PURPOSE .....coiiiiiriirersmserssmssssmssssmsesssmssssms s ssmsenssmsessmss samsenssmsssams s samsenssmsssanssnssmsssanssssnssnssnsssnns s snnsenssnnssansssnnsanssns 11
4.1 Defining Sustainability fOr the BasiN .......cuuceiiiineiiie st s 11
4.2 Outreach and ENagement GOAIS .......cccoiceeriieiiiiirsiiie e sne e s e e sne s 11
5 GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES ......cocccceiesmrmnsmrsssmnssmennssmnsssmnsnseens 13
5.1 1=} = a1 0] 4T SRR 13
5.2 Providing Feedback to the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management AEENCY......ccccevvecveeerieieeesesveeenns 13
5.3 Groundwater Sustainability Plan Engagement SUMMArY ... cncieesssieeesssseeessssneeeseans 14
6 CONTACGT US ...coicieeeissamrisnserssserssssssssesasssrssssssnsssnssssesssns nssnesssnesasns assmenssnesasns assmnnssnesssns eassmenssnnsssnsnnssmnsssnnsssnnes 15
APPENDICES
A Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Requirements for Stakeholder Engagement

B List of Beneficial Uses and Users

FIGURE

1 Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin and Groundwater Sustainability ABENCY......ccccerrverrrieeiieereeeeeee e 7

TABLE

1 Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development Roles and Responsibiliti€S......cuuuivecccvciiieeiieecccieieeeee e 14
12920

i April 2021



0Jal BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AGENCY: GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN PuBLIC OUTREACH
AND ENGAGEMENT PLAN

INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK

12920
ii April 2021



Glossary of Terms and Acronyms

Term/Acronym/Abbreviation | Definition

DWR California Department of Water Resources

Engagement Efforts made to understand and involve stakeholders and their concerns in
activities and decisions of the Groundwater Sustainability Agency

GSA Groundwater Sustainability Agency

GSP Groundwater Sustainability Plan

OBGMA Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency

OVGB Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin

SGMA Sustainable Groundwater Management Act

Stakeholder An individual or entity interested or affected by the Groundwater Sustainability Plan
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1 The Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act

The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), signed into law by Governor Jerry Brown on September 16,
2014, created a new framework for groundwater management in California. The framework includes a structure
and schedule to achieve sustainable groundwater management within 20 years. The California Department of
Water Resources (DWR) has historically managed the state’s central repository for groundwater data. Under SGMA,
DWR provides guidance, financial assistance, and technical support for compliance with state requirements. The
State Water Resources Control Board provides the regulatory backstop under SGMA, taking over basin management
and assessing fees if local groundwater management is not successful in complying with the requirements of SGMA.

SGMA established a new structure for local groundwater management through Groundwater Sustainability Agencies
(GSAs). Each basin designated as a high- or medium-priority groundwater basin by DWR required the formation of
a GSA by July 1, 2017. Each GSA for these high- and medium-priority basins must then develop a Groundwater
Sustainability Plan (GSP) that details how sustainable groundwater management will be achieved within 20 years
of implementing the GSP. Sustainable groundwater management is defined by SGMA as “the management and use
of groundwater in a manner that can be maintained during the planning and implementation horizon without
causing undesirable results.” This avoidance of undesirable results is measured through the following six
sustainability indicators:

e Chronic lowering of groundwater levels indicating a significant and unreasonable depletion of supply if
continued over the planning and implementation horizon

e Significant and unreasonable reduction of groundwater storage
e Significant and unreasonable seawater intrusion

e Significant and unreasonable degradation of water quality

e Significant and unreasonable land subsidence

o Depletion of interconnected surface water and groundwater that has significant and unreasonable adverse
impacts on beneficial uses of the surface water

The GSP is a tool used to help the GSA sustainably manage the basin. Before the GSP can be adopted, the criteria
for sustainable management must be assessed, including determining what is significant and unreasonable within
the parameters of SGMA for the groundwater basin managed by that GSA, with input from stakeholders.

1.1 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
Requirements for Stakeholder Engagement

Stakeholder engagement is an important component of any successful long-term planning effort and is required
by SGMA (Sections 10720-10730) and GSP Regulations (Section 353-354). Each GSA shall encourage and
support active involvement of diverse social, cultural, and economic elements of the population within the
groundwater basin (Section 10727.8). The GSA must also allow for voluntary participation by Native American
tribes and the federal government (Section 10720.3). The GSA may appoint and consult with an advisory
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committee (Section 10727.8) and must consider the interests of all beneficial uses and users of groundwater
within the basin (Section 10723.2).

Engaging members of the public in groundwater sustainability planning can improve public understanding of the
technical, financial, and political considerations the GSA factors into their decision-making process. Participation
by the public can also improve the GSA’s understanding of the potential impacts of their decisions. While this
Outreach and Engagement Plan is focused on the stakeholder and interested parties associated with the
development of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the OBGMA, there is a nexus with the ongoing Ventura River
Watershed Adjudication. Specifically, the Santa Barbara Channelkeeper v. City of Buenaventura, Case No
19STCP01176 filed in September 2014, alleges diversions from the Ventura River were unreasonable and hurt
habitat for endangered steelhead trout and other wildlife. In response to the lawsuit, the City of Ventura filed a
Cross-Complaint seeking to bring in other users of surface water and groundwater in the Ventura watershed,
including the Ojai Basin, which was one of the four “significant” basins identified by the City of Ventura in the lawsuit.
Presently, this adjudication agreement is ongoing and at the time of print there still has not been settlement on the
adjudication. Nonetheless, the OBGMA recognizes the issue. To the extent necessary, this will be addressed in the
GSP.

SGMA recognized the importance of stakeholder engagement and has laid out specific requirements for
stakeholder engagement within each of the following four phases of SGMA.

Phase 1: GSA Formation and Coordination

e Establish and maintain a list of interested parties (Section 10723.4).
e Provide public notice of the GSA formation (Section 10723[b]).

e Conduct a GSA formation public hearing (Section 10723[b]).

e Notify DWR of the GSA formation (Section 10723][b]).

e Provide a written statement to DWR, as well as the cities and counties within the GSA boundary, describing
how interested parties may participate in the GSP development (Section 10727.8).

Phase 2: GSP Preparation and Submission

SGMA requires local agencies throughout California to sustainably manage groundwater basins by developing GSPs
or submitting an alternative to DWR for consideration. Per SGMA, alternatives must demonstrate how water
managers have already achieved or will achieve sustainable groundwater management.

An alternative, per Water Code Section 10733.6(b), may be any of the following:

An existing groundwater management plan
Groundwater management pursuant to an adjudication

3. An analysis of basin conditions that demonstrates that the basin has operated within its sustainable yield
over a period of at least 10 years

Subsequent to the passage of SGMA, the Board of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency (OBGMA)
elected to submit an alternative. The decision was in part based on the fact that OBGMA was created in 1991
amidst concerns of local water agencies, water users, and well owners about potential overdraft of the Ojai Valley
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Groundwater Basin and is responsible for managing the supply and demand of Ojai Valley Groundwater Basin for
the protection and common benefit of agricultural, municipal, and industrial water users of the basin. As such, the
agency is required to have a Groundwater Management Plan to guide its operations. Elements of OBGMA’s
Groundwater Management Plan are implemented in the form of policies, rules, regulations, and ordinances. These
were determined by the Board of Directors to meet the SGMA requirements and were submitted to DWR on
December 27,2016. On July 17, 2019, the DWR presented a letter response, via email, that their recommendation
was to not approve the Alternative Demonstration submitted by OBGMA. On August 14, 2019, OBGMA submitted a
response to DWR’s recommendation indicating that the agency was committed to developing a GSP that addresses
the issue raised by the DWR recommendation.

GSP preparation and submission will include the following items to specifically address stakeholder outreach
and engagement:

e Submit initial notification of intent to prepare a GSP (Section 353.6)

e Prepare a GSP that considers beneficial uses and users of groundwater when describing undesirable results,
minimum thresholds, projects, and actions (Section 10727.8, Section 10723.2, and Section 354.10)

e The GSP must include a communication section that includes the following (Section 354.10):
o Explanation of the GSA’s decision-making process
o List of public meetings at which the GSP was discussed

o ldentification of opportunities for public engagement and a discussion of how public input and response
will be used

o Description of how the GSA encourages the active involvement of diverse social, cultural, and economic
elements of the population within the basin

o Description of how the GSA will inform the public about progress implementing the GSP, including the
status of projects and actions

e Public noticing must be completed and public meeting procedures must be adhered to prior to adopting,
submitting, or amending a GSP-(Section 10728.4)

Phase 3: GSP Review and Evaluation

o Work with the Ventura Watershed parties and the management committee to coordinate the GSP
preparation with the Management Plan and requirements of the Physical Solution, and adopt, if
appropriate, thresholds and actions identified by the GSA.

o Upon GSA adoption of the GSP and submittal to DWR, the GSP will be available on the DWR website for a 60-
day public comment period. Any person may provide comments to the DWR on the GSP. DWR will consider the
comments received prior to completing their evaluation and assessment of the GSP (Section 353.8).

Phase 4: Implementation and Reporting

e SGMA requires assessments and re-evaluation of the GSP at least every 5 years.
e GSAs must provide public notice and hold public meetings prior to amending the GSP (Section 10730).
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