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ng
 in

 th
at

 it
 d

oe
s n

ot
 re

fle
ct

 th
e 

lo
ss

 in
 su

rf
ac

e 
su

pp
ly

 d
ue

 to
 

w
at

er
 tr

an
sf

er
s.

   
 T

he
re

 n
ee

ds
 to

 b
e 

a 
ta

bl
e 

th
at

 re
fle

ct
s t

he
 h

ist
or

ic
al

 a
m

ou
nt

 o
f 

w
at

er
 tr

an
sf

er
s f

or
 e

ve
ry

 w
at

er
 p

ur
ve

yo
r a

nd
 h

ow
 m

uc
h 

of
 th

e 
w

at
er

 re
m

ai
ns

 in
 

Ba
sin

 a
nd

 o
ut

 o
f B

as
in

.  
 W

ith
ou

t t
hi

s s
ta

ke
ho

ld
er

s c
an

 n
ot

 a
ss

es
s t

he
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

w
at

er
 su

pp
ly

 fo
r t

he
 B

as
in

. 

 
2 

ge
ne

ra
lly

 
 

 
 

Th
e 

Co
lu

sa
 C

ou
nt

y 
GM

P 
do

es
 a

 g
oo

d 
jo

b 
di

sc
us

sin
g 

w
at

er
 tr

an
sf

er
s b

ut
 th

e 
GS

P 
is 

sil
en

t o
n 

it.
   

St
ak

eh
ol

de
rs

 n
ee

d 
tr

an
sp

ar
en

cy
 a

nd
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 h
ow

 w
at

er
 

tr
an

sf
er

s w
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k 
an

d 
ho

w
 g

ro
un

d 
w

at
er

 su
bs

tit
ut

io
n 

an
d 

fa
llo

w
in

g 
w

or
k 

in
to

 th
e 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
w

at
er

 su
pp

ly
.  

  T
he

 tr
an

sp
ar

en
cy

 a
nd

 d
isc

us
sio

n 
re

ga
rd

in
g 

w
at

er
 

tr
an

sf
er

s,
 fa

llo
w

in
g 

an
d 

gr
ou

nd
w

at
er

 su
bs

tit
ut

io
n 

al
so

 h
av

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l n

eg
at

iv
e 

DE
I 

an
d 

HR
TW

 o
ut

co
m

es
 b

ec
au

se
 w

at
er

 tr
an

sf
er

re
d 

ou
t o

f b
as

in
 a

nd
 fa

llo
w

ed
 a

cr
ea

ge
 

m
ea

ns
 le

ss
 jo

bs
 a

nd
 g

ro
un

d 
w

at
er

 p
um

pe
d 

fo
r g

ro
un

d 
w

at
er

 su
bs

tit
ut

io
n 

co
ul

d 
le

ad
 to

 a
qu

ife
r d

eg
ra

da
tio

n 
if 

th
e 

gr
ou

nd
w

at
er

 p
um

pe
d 

is 
po

ol
 q

ua
lit

y.
   

 
 

 
 

 
Ag

ai
n 

th
er

e 
ne

ed
s t

o 
be

 d
isc

us
sio

n 
ab

ou
t s

ur
fa

ce
 w

at
er

 tr
an

sf
er

s a
nd

 a
 T

ab
le

 li
st

in
g 

th
e 

nu
m

be
r o

f a
cr

e 
fe

et
 p

um
pe

d 
fo

r g
ro

un
dw

at
er

 su
bs

tit
ut

io
n 

an
d 

th
e 

ac
re

s 
fa

llo
w

ed
 b

y 
ea

ch
 S

et
tle

m
en

t C
on

tr
ac

to
r. 

   
St

ak
eh

ol
de

rs
 n

ee
d 

to
 k

no
w

 th
is 

fo
r 

HR
TW

 a
nd

 D
EI

 c
on

ce
rn

s a
nd

 a
lso

 fo
r t

he
 g

en
er

al
 su

st
ai

na
bi

lit
y 

of
  e

co
no

m
ic

 h
ea

lth
 

of
 th

e 
Su

bb
as

in
.  

 

 
2.

3.
2 

 
 

 
Th

er
e 

ne
ed

s t
o 

be
 a

 d
isc

us
sio

n 
re

ga
rd

in
g 

gr
ou

nd
w

at
er

 tr
ad

in
g 

m
ar

ke
ts

 a
nd

 h
ow

 
th

is 
w

ou
ld

 im
pa

ct
 th

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l w

at
er

 d
em

an
ds

.  
 T

he
 C

al
ifo

rn
ia

 W
at

er
 C

om
m

iss
io

n 
ar

e 
ho

ld
in

g 
he

ar
in

gs
 re

ga
rd

in
g 

gr
ou

nd
w

at
er

 tr
ad

in
g 

an
d 

it 
is 

ve
ry

 re
le

va
nt

 to
 th

e 
ef

fe
ct

s o
n 

w
at

er
 d

em
an

ds
 a

nd
 th

e 
ec

on
om

ic
 fe

as
ib

ili
ty

 a
nd

 su
st

ai
na

bi
lit

y 
fo

r t
he

 
su

bb
as

in
.  

To
 n

ot
 in

cl
ud

e 
an

y 
di

sc
us

sio
n 

is 
m

isl
ea

di
ng

 a
nd

 c
ou

ld
 le

ad
 st

ak
eh

ol
de

rs
 

to
 m

isa
llo

ca
te

 re
so

ur
ce

s o
r m

ak
e 

m
at

er
ia

l e
co

no
m

ic
 d

ec
isi

on
s w

ith
ou

t f
ul

l 



 
 

Ch
ap

te
r 

N
um

be
r 

Se
ct

io
n 

N
um

be
r 

Pa
ge

 
N

um
be

r 
Li

ne
 N

um
be

r 

Fi
gu

re
/ 

Ta
bl

e 
N

um
be

r 
(if

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
) 

Co
m

m
en

t 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

of
 a

 li
ke

ly
 o

ut
co

m
e.

   
 T

he
 C

W
C 

ap
pe

ar
s t

o 
qu

ite
 c

om
m

itt
ed

 to
 

gr
ou

nd
w

at
er

 tr
ad

in
g 

an
d 

th
e 

PP
IC

 h
as

 c
om

e 
ou

t s
tr

on
gl

y 
in

 fa
vo

r o
f w

at
er

 m
ar

ke
ts

.  
  

It 
is 

m
isl

ea
di

ng
 n

ot
 to

 d
isc

us
s t

hi
s l

ik
el

ih
oo

d 
es
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ci

al
ly

 w
he

n 
th

er
e 

is 
su

ch
 a

 fo
cu

s 
on

 re
ch

ar
ge

 in
 th

e 
PM

As
.  

 It
 w

ou
ld

 se
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 th
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 so
m

e 
PM

As
 m

ay
 n

ot
 b

e 
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om

ic
al

ly
 

ef
fic

ie
nt
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 w

at
er

 c
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ld
 b

e 
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ad
ed

 in
st

ea
d.

   
In

 Ju
ne

 o
f 2

02
1,

  S
te

ve
n 

Sp
rin

gh
or

n 
,  
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tin

g 
Di

re
ct

or
 o

f S
GM

A 
di

sc
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se
d 
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e 

fr
am

ew
or

k 
fo

r W
at

er
 T

ra
di

ng
 fo

r S
GM

A 
Im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

– 
it 
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s i
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o 
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h 
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is 
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 n
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 d
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s 
w
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t t

he
 A
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g 
Di
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f S
GM

A 
is 

pr
es

en
tin

g 
to

 th
e 
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lif
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a 
W

at
er

 
Co

m
m

iss
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n.
   

 
 

 
 

 
Th

er
e 

ne
ed

s t
o 

be
 re
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nc
e 

to
 th

e 
ER

A 
De

m
an

d 
M

an
ag

em
en

t A
ct

io
ns

 if
 th

ey
 

re
m

ai
n 

in
 th

e 
GS

P.
   

If 
im

pl
em

en
te

d 
th

es
e 

M
an

ag
em

en
t A

ct
io

ns
 w

ill
 h

av
e 

th
e 
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te

nd
ed

 e
ffe

ct
 w

hi
ch

 is
 to

 li
m

ite
d 

De
m

an
d.

  T
he

se
 P

M
As

 a
re

 D
EM

AN
D 

M
an

ag
em

en
t A

ct
io

ns
 a

nd
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

re
fe
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ed
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nd
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se
d 

in
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is 
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n.
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5.
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Di

sc
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sio
n 

ab
ou

t w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
te

st
in

g,
  d

et
er

m
in

at
io

n 
of

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 w
el

l d
ep

th
 

an
d 

w
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t h
ap

pe
ns

 if
 th

e 
dr

ill
er

 fi
nd

s p
oo

r w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y.
   

I t
hi

nk
 th

e 
an

sw
er

 is
 th

at
 

th
is 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

is 
no

t c
ap

tu
re

d 
or

 d
isc

lo
se

d 
an

d 
th

er
ef

or
e 

it 
is 

a 
co

nc
er

n 
fo

r w
at

er
 

qu
al

ity
 a

nd
 H

RT
W

 is
su

es
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2.

6.
1 

 
 

 
Th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

w
as

 ta
ke

n 
ve

rb
at

im
 fr

om
 th

e 
DW

R’
s r

ec
en

t D
ro

ug
ht

 M
em

o.
  T

hi
s i

s 
fr

om
 a

 fo
ot

no
te

: 
 DW

R 
fo

rm
al

ly
 a

do
pt

ed
 th

e 
Hu

m
an

 R
ig

ht
 to

 W
at

er
 (H

RT
W

) P
ol

ic
y 

in
 it

s 
De

pa
rt

m
en

ta
l A

dm
in

ist
ra

tiv
e 

M
an

ua
l w

hi
ch

 o
ut

lin
es

 h
ow

 th
e 

HR
TW

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 D
W

R 
de

ci
sio

n-
m

ak
in

g,
 p

ro
gr

am
 a

ct
iv

iti
es

, a
nd

 p
ub

lic
 e

ng
ag

em
en

t. 
  T

he
 

W
at

er
 B

oa
rd

 a
do

pt
ed

 a
 H

RT
W

 R
es

ol
ut

io
n,

 re
co

gn
izi

ng
 H

RT
W

 a
s a

 c
or

e 
va

lu
e 

an
d 

di
re

ct
in

g 
its

 im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
ac

ro
ss

 p
ro

gr
am

s a
nd

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
.  

Th
e 

W
at

er
 B

oa
rd
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al
so

 c
ur

re
nt
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 d

ra
ft

in
g 

a 
Ra

ci
al

 E
qu

ity
 R

es
ol

ut
io

n.
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te
r 

N
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be
r 

Se
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io
n 

N
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be
r 
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ge

 
N

um
be

r 
Li

ne
 N

um
be

r 

Fi
gu

re
/ 
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e 
N

um
be

r 
(if

 a
pp
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) 

Co
m

m
en
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Th
er

e 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

a 
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fe
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nc
e 

to
 th

e 
em

er
gi

ng
 H

RT
W

 a
nd

 R
ac

ia
l E

qu
ity

 a
ct

io
ns

 b
y 

th
e 

DR
W

R 
an

d 
th

e 
SW

RC
B 

sin
ce

 it
 is

 c
en

tr
al

 to
 S

ta
ke

ho
ld

er
 H

RT
W

 a
nd

 D
iv

er
sit

y 
Eq

ui
ty

 a
nd

 In
cl

us
io

n 
(D

EI
) c

on
ce

rn
s r

eg
ar

di
ng

 th
e 

GS
P 

an
d 

its
 fu

tu
re

 
im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n.

  

 
 

 
 

 
I s

tr
on

gl
y 

di
sa

gr
ee

 w
ith

 th
e 

st
at

em
en

t t
ha

t t
he

 G
SA

 su
pp

or
te

d 
an

d 
al

lo
w

ed
 fo

r 
ef

fe
ct

iv
e 

en
ga

ge
m

en
t o

f a
ll 

st
ak

eh
ol

de
rs

 re
ga

rd
in

g 
HR

TW
 a

nd
 D

EI
 is

su
es

.  
 I 

w
ou

ld
 

ur
ge

r t
he

 D
W

R 
to

 e
xp

re
ss

in
g 

pr
oh

ib
it 

G
SA

s t
ak

in
g 

an
y 

ac
tio

n 
ag

ai
ns

t a
 st

ak
eh

ol
de

r 
un

le
ss

 a
 m

ed
ia

to
r i

s b
ro

ug
ht

 in
 e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 re
ga

rd
in

g 
sit

ua
tio

ns
 w

he
re

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
HR

TW
 a

nd
 D

EI
 o

r p
ot

en
tia

lly
 n

eg
at

iv
e 

ra
ci

al
 o

ut
co

m
es

.  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

I h
av

e 
as

ke
d 

th
e 
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la

te
d 

em
ai

ls 
an

d 
th

e 
M

em
or

an
du

m
 d

ist
rib

ut
ed

 to
 th

e 
GS

A 
M

em
be

rs
 re
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in
g 

m
y 

pu
bl

ic
 c

om
m

en
ts

 to
 th
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Co
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 C
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 C
ou

nc
il,

 C
ol

us
a 

Co
un

ty
 

Bo
ar

d 
of

 S
up

er
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so
rs

 a
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 W
ill
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m

s C
ity

 C
ou

nc
il 

be
 in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 A
pp

en
di

x 
2A

 a
s p

ar
t 

of
 th

e 
pu

bl
ic

 re
co

rd
.  

  I
 a

lso
 w

an
t t

o 
no

te
 th

at
 M

r. 
Ce

pp
os

 fi
rm

 w
as

 n
ot

 b
ro

ug
ht

 in
 

as
 a

 m
ed

ia
to

r n
or

 d
o 

I t
hi

nk
 h

e 
w

as
 a

sk
ed

 to
 b

ef
or

e 
th

e 
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A 
an

d 
Co

lu
sa

 C
ou
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y 

Ad
m

in
ist
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r  
m
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e 
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e 

CG
A 

M
em

o 
pu

bl
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 re
co

rd
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r t

o 
th

e 
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te
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f t
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ol

us
a 

Co
un

ty
 B

oa
rd
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f S

up
er

vi
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rs
 v

ot
e 

on
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pp
ro

vi
ng

 th
e 

Am
en

de
d 

JP
A.

   
Al

th
ou

gh
 th

e 
M

em
o 

di
d 

pr
ob

ab
ly

 n
ot

 c
ha

ng
e 

th
e 

ou
tc

om
e 

of
 th

e 
Bo

ar
d 

of
 S

up
er

vi
so

rs
 v

ot
e,

 it
 

ef
fe

ct
iv

e 
to

ok
 a

w
ay

 m
y 

cr
ed

ita
bi

lit
y 

to
 a

rg
ue

 fo
r H

TR
W

 a
nd

 D
EI

 c
on

ce
rn

s a
nd

 
ge

ne
ra

lly
 c

ha
lle

ng
ed

 m
y 

re
pu

ta
tio

n 
as

 a
 tr

ut
hf

ul
 a

nd
 fa

ir 
m

in
de

d 
ci

tiz
en

.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
Th

e 
co

nc
er

ns
 I 

ex
pr

es
se

d 
du

rin
g 

th
e 

3 
to

 5
 m

in
ut

e 
pu

bl
ic

 c
om

m
en

t p
er

io
ds

 w
er

e 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

 (1
)  

I a
m

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

lo
ng

 te
rm

 w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
fo

r t
he

 p
ub

lic
 

su
pp

ly
 sy

st
em

 in
 C

ol
us

a 
 w

hi
ch

 is
 m

y 
ho

m
e 

to
w

n.
   

I p
oi

nt
ed

 o
ut

 th
at

 th
er

e 
w

as
 

ar
se

ni
c 

co
nt

am
in

at
io

n 
in

 th
e 

ab
an

do
ne

d 
 p

ub
lic

 su
pp

ly
 w

el
l f

or
 th

e 
De

l O
ro

 W
al

nu
t 

Ra
nc

h 
sy

st
em

 a
nd

 a
t G

rim
es

 a
nd

 m
y 

co
nc

er
n 

is 
th

at
 it

 re
la

te
s t

o 
th

e 
w

at
er

 q
ua

lit
y 

su
rr

ou
nd

in
g 

th
e 

Su
tt

er
 B

ut
te

s,
 ( 

2)
  I

 a
m

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

lo
ng

 te
rm

 su
pp

ly
 a

nd
 

w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
re

sil
ie

nc
e 

fo
r t

he
 p

ub
lic

 su
pp

ly
 sy

st
em

 in
 W

ill
ia

m
s s

in
ce

 th
e 

w
at

er
 

qu
al

ity
  s

ur
ro

un
di

ng
 W

ill
ia

m
s h

as
 e

le
va

te
d 

TD
S 

le
ve

ls 
an

d 
w

at
er

 le
ve

ls 
w

ill
 li

ke
ly

 
dr

op
 fu

rt
he

r d
ue

 to
 c

lim
at

e 
ch

an
ge

 a
nd

 th
e 

co
nv

er
sio

n 
of

 su
rr

ou
nd

in
g 

ar
ea

s t
o 

Mary Fahey
I’m not sure what this is referencing, but I believe it corresponds with the non-gsp related activities that he talks about in the highlighted comments below.

Mary Fahey
All highlighted comments should be removed. Any referenced emails should not be included in Appendix 2A. They are not GSP-related and they have already been addressed multiple times by CGA.
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) l
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 C
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ou

ld
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s b
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 S
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ut
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sin
 w
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t b
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ie
ve
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te
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en
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e 
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en
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A 
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e 
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fir
m
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an
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en
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lis
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 S
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ba
si
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G
ro
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at
er
 S
us
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ab

ili
ty
 P
la
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Ch

ap
te
r I
np

ut
 

  Co
m
m
en

te
r N

am
e:
   
   
   
   
   
  B
en

 K
in
g 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 C
om

m
en

te
r A

ff
ili
at
io
n 
(if
 a
pp

lic
ab

le
): 
 

  Th
is 
fil
e 
in
tr
od

uc
es
 a
 ta

bl
e 
th
at
 a
llo
w
s y

ou
 to

 e
as
ily
 e
nt
er
 th

e 
fo
llo
w
in
g 
ke
y 
in
fo
rm

at
io
n 
so
 w
e 
ha
ve
 c
er
ta
in
ty
 a
bo

ut
 y
ou

r i
np

ut
.  
Th
e 
ta
bl
e 

in
cl
ud

es
 th

e 
fo
llo
w
in
g 
ca
te
go
rie

s:
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ap
te
r N

um
be

r 
 

Pa
ra
gr
ap
h 
N
um

be
r (
st
ar
tin

g 
w
ith

 th
e 
fir
st
 fu

ll 
pa
ra
gr
ap
h 
at
 th

e 
to
p 
of
 a
 g
iv
en

 p
ag
e)
 

 
Se
ct
io
n 
N
um

be
r 

 
Fi
gu
re
/T
ab
le
 N
um

be
r (
if 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
) 

 
Pa
ge
 N
um

be
r 

 
Co

m
m
en

t 
  IN
ST
RU

CT
IO
N
S 

 
1.

 
Pl
ea
se
 O
N
LY
 u
se
 th

e 
M
S 
W
or
d 
or
 P
DF

 d
oc
um

en
t t
itl
ed

 “
Co

lu
sa
 S
ub

ba
sin

 G
SP
 C
ha
pt
er
 In
pu

t”
 to

 su
bm

it 
yo
ur
 c
om

m
en

ts
.  
 

 
2.

 
Re

vi
ew

 a
ll 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 te

xt
 a
nd

 n
ot
e 
ea
ch
 C
ha
pt
er
, S
ec
tio

n,
 P
ag
e,
 a
nd

 P
ar
ag
ra
ph

 n
um

be
r a

ss
oc
ia
te
d 
w
ith

 a
 c
om

m
en

t y
ou

’d
 li
ke
 to

 m
ak
e.
 

Fo
r P

ar
ag
ra
ph

 n
um

be
r, 
pl
ea
se
 st
ar
t w

ith
 th

e 
fir
st
 fu

ll 
pa
ra
gr
ap
h 
at
 th

e 
to
p 
of
 a
 g
iv
en

 p
ag
e 
an
d 
co
un

t d
ow

n.
 

 
3.

 
En
te
r y

ou
r n

am
e 
an
d 
if 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
, a
n 
or
ga
ni
za
tio

na
l a
ffi
lia
tio

n 
at
 th

e 
to
p 
of
 y
ou

r t
ab
le
. 

 
4.

 
O
nc
e 
yo
u 
ha
ve
 c
om

pl
et
ed

 a
ll 
yo
ur
 c
om

m
en

ts
, p
le
as
e 
sa
ve
 th

e 
fil
e 
w
ith

 y
ou

r l
as
t n

am
e 
at
 th

e 
en

d 
in
 p
ar
en

th
es
es
.  
Fo
r e

xa
m
pl
e:
  

 
Co

lu
sa
 S
ub

ba
sin

 G
SP
 C
ha

pt
er
 In
pu

t (
Jo
ne
s)
.d
oc
x 

 
5.

 
If 
yo
u 
ar
e 
lo
ca
te
d 
in
 th

e 
G
le
nn

 G
ro
un

dw
at
er
 A
ut
ho

rit
y,
 p
le
as
e 
se
nd

 y
ou

r c
om

m
en

t f
ile
 to

:  
 

Li
sa
 H
un

te
r –

 P
ro
gr
am

 M
an
ag
er
 ‐ 
G
le
nn

 G
ro
un

dw
at
er
 A
ut
ho

rit
y:
 lh
un

te
r@

co
un

ty
of
gl
en

n.
ne

t 
 

6.
 
If 
yo
u 
ar
e 
lo
ca
te
d 
in
 th

e 
Co

lu
sa
 G
ro
un

dw
at
er
 A
ut
ho

rit
y,
 p
le
as
e 
se
nd

 y
ou

r c
om

m
en

t f
ile
 to

  
 

M
ar
y 
Fa
he

y 
– 
Pr
og
ra
m
 M

an
ag
er
 ‐ 
Co

lu
sa
 G
ro
un

dw
at
er
 A
ut
ho

rit
y:
 m

fa
he

y@
co
un

ty
of
co
lu
sa
.c
om

 
 

7.
 
If 
yo
u 
do

n’
t a

ffi
lia
te
 sp

ec
ifi
ca
lly
 w
ith

 e
ith

er
 th

e 
CG

A 
an
d/
or
 G
G
A,
 p
le
as
e 
se
nd

 y
ou

r c
om

m
en

ts
 to

 b
ot
h 
M
ar
y 
an
d 
Li
sa
. 

 
8.

 
Pl
ea
se
 m

ak
e 
su
re
 th

at
 y
ou

r c
om

m
en

ts
 a
re
 su

bm
itt
ed

 b
y 
m
id
ni
gh
t M

ay
 5
, 2
02

1.
 

 



 
 

Ch
ap

te
r 

N
um

be
r 

Se
ct
io
n 

N
um

be
r 

Pa
ge

 
N
um

be
r 

Pa
ra
gr
ap

h 
N
um

be
r 

Fi
gu
re
/ 

Ta
bl
e 
N
um

be
r 

(if
 a
pp

lic
ab

le
) 

Co
m
m
en

t 
55
%
%
 

 
 

 
 

 

5.
3.
1.
3 

 
5‐
6 

 
 

La
st
 p
ar
ag
ra
ph

 sh
ou

ld
 in
cl
ud

e 
im

pa
ct
 o
f S
W
RC

B 
w
at
er
 c
ur
ta
ilm

en
ts
 to

 T
C 
Co

nt
ra
ct
or
s.
  

Th
e 
ex
am

pl
e 
ju
st
 re

fe
rs
 to

 F
ed

er
al
 c
ur
ta
ilm

en
ts
. 

Co
m
m
en

t s
ho

ul
d 
al
so
 h
ig
hl
ig
ht
 th

e 
fa
ct
 th

at
 T
C 
M
em

be
r g

ro
un

dw
at
er
 p
um

pe
rs
 w
ill
 

ha
ve
 n
o 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
bu

t t
o 
pu

m
p 
gr
ou

nd
w
at
er
 d
ur
in
g 
cu
rt
ai
lm

en
ts
 b
ec
au
se
 th

ey
 n
ee
d 

to
 ir
rig

at
e 
th
ei
r p

er
m
an
en

t p
la
nt
in
gs
.  
 

 
3.
1.
4 

 
 

 
Co

m
m
en

t s
ho

ul
d 
ad
dr
es
s t
he

 d
ew

at
er
in
g 
of
 sm

al
l w

at
er
 sy

st
em

s a
nd

  d
om

es
tic

 w
el
ls
 

an
d 
th
e 
im

pa
ct
 o
n 
DA

C 
an
d 
SD

AC
 h
ou

se
ho

ld
s i
n 
th
e 
af
fe
ct
ed

 a
re
as
.  
 T
hi
s i
s n

ot
 a
 

hy
po

th
et
ic
al
 is
su
e 
– 
do

m
es
tic

 w
el
ls 
in
 C
ol
le
ge
 C
ity

 a
nd

 A
rb
uc
kl
e 
ha
ve
 ru

n 
dr
y.
   
Th
is
 

sh
ou

ld
 b
e 
hi
gh
lig
ht
ed

 in
 th

e 
G
SP
.  
 

 
3.
1.
5 
 

 
 

 
Di
sc
us
sio

n 
sh
ou

ld
 in
cl
ud

e 
th
e 
im

pa
ct
 o
n 
sm

al
l w

at
er
 sy

st
em

s a
nd

 d
om

es
tic

 w
el
ls
.  
Th
e 

nu
m
be

r o
f r
ep

or
te
d 
do

m
es
tic

 w
el
ls 
sh
ou

ld
 b
e 
re
co
rd
ed

 a
nd

 h
ig
hl
ig
ht
ed

.  
 It
 is
 m

y 
un

de
rs
ta
nd

in
g 
th
at
 o
ve
r 1

9 
do

m
es
tic

 w
el
ls 
ha
ve
 a
lre

ad
y 
ra
n 
dr
y.
   
 T
he

 im
pa
ct
 o
n 

ho
us
eh

ol
ds
 in

 S
DA

C 
an
d 
DA

C 
ar
ea
s s
ho

ul
d 
be

 h
ig
hl
ig
ht
ed

.  
 

5.
3.
4.
1 

 
5‐
10

 
 

 
Di
sc
us
sio

n 
of
 th

e 
ro
le
 o
f t
he

 U
SE
PA

 sh
ou

ld
 b
e 
in
cl
ud

ed
.  
 T
he

 U
SE
PA

 h
as
 c
ite

d 
th
e 

sm
al
l w

at
er
 sy

st
em

s o
f G

rim
es
 a
nd

 P
rin

ce
to
n 
fo
r a

rs
en

ic
 c
on

ta
m
in
at
io
n.
   

  It 
is 
ve
ry
 im

po
rt
an
t t
ha
t t
ha
t t
he

 d
is
cu
ss
io
n 
in
cl
ud

es
 th

e 
de

gr
ad
at
io
n 
of
 fr
es
h 
w
at
er
 

aq
ui
fe
rs
 c
au
se
d 
by

 u
pw

he
lli
ng

 o
f p

oo
r q

ua
lit
y 
w
at
er
.  
Th
er
e 
is 
a 
po

ss
ib
ili
ty
 th

at
 o
ve
r 

pu
m
pi
ng

 c
ou

ld
 c
au
se
 o
r e

xa
sp
er
at
e 
th
is 
un

de
sir
ed

 o
ut
co
m
e.
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ap

te
r 

N
um
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r 

Se
ct
io
n 

N
um

be
r 

Pa
ge

 
N
um

be
r 

Pa
ra
gr
ap

h 
N
um

be
r 

Fi
gu
re
/ 

Ta
bl
e 
N
um

be
r 

(if
 a
pp

lic
ab

le
) 

Co
m
m
en
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3.
4.
2 

5‐
11

 
 

 
Im

pa
ct
 o
n 
SD

AC
 a
nd

 D
AC

 a
re
as
 sh

ou
ld
 b
e 
id
en

tif
ie
d 
an
d 
di
sc
us
se
d 
by
 th

e 
G
SA

.  
  

  W
at
er
 q
ua
lit
y 
of
 m

on
ito

rin
g 
w
el
ls 
w
ith

 m
ul
ti‐
co
m
pl
et
io
n 
st
ag
es
 sh

ou
ld
 b
e 

do
cu
m
en

te
d 
fo
r e

ac
h 
de

pt
h 
st
ag
e 
to
 id
en

tif
y 
de

gr
ad
ed

 fr
es
h 
w
at
er
 a
qu

ife
rs
 c
au
se
d 
by

 
up

w
he

lli
ng
.  
 W

e 
sh
ou

ld
 a
vo
id
 w
at
er
 q
ua
lit
y 
m
on

ito
rin

g 
ch
er
ry
 p
ic
ki
ng

 a
nd

 re
co
rd
 th

e 
da
ta
 fo

r a
ll 
de

pt
h 
st
ag
es
 a
nd

 m
on

ito
r t
re
nd

s o
ve
r t
im

e 
to
 id
en

tif
y 
po

ss
ib
le
 u
pw

he
lli
ng
.  
 

 
3.
4.
3 

5‐
11

 
 

 
If 
Si
te
s i
s c

on
tr
uc
te
d,
 w
at
er
 q
ua
lit
y 
m
ay
 b
e 
ad
ve
rs
el
y 
im

pa
ct
ed

 b
y 
th
e 
el
ev
at
io
n 

gr
ad
ie
nt
 b
et
w
ee
n 
th
e 
el
ev
at
io
n 
of
 si
te
s a

nd
 th

e 
bo

w
el
s o

f w
el
ls 
on

 th
e 
va
lle
y 
flo

w
.  

Th
is 
gr
ad
ie
nt
 c
ou

ld
 b
e 
60

0 
to
 9
00

 fe
et
 o
f e

le
va
tio

n 
he

ad
 a
nd

 m
ay
 ta

ke
 d
ec
ad
es
 to

 
do

cu
m
en

t. 
   

  Es
pe

ci
al
ly
 a
ro
un

d 
th
e 
Su
tt
er
 B
ut
te
s R

am
pa
rt
 w
e 
ne

ed
 to

 m
on

ito
r f
or
 p
ot
en

tia
l e
ffe

ct
s 

of
 a
 re

do
x 
re
ac
tio

n 
w
he

n 
co
nn

at
e 
w
at
er
 u
pw

he
lls
 a
nd

 st
ar
ts
 a
n 
ox
id
at
io
n 
pr
oc
es
s.
 

Ar
se
ni
c 
de

so
rp
tio

n 
is 
a 
pr
ed

ic
te
d 
ou

tc
om

e 
w
he

n 
th
e 
pH

 o
f t
he

 c
on

na
te
 w
at
er
 is
 

gr
ea
te
r t
ha
n 
8.
   
Th
er
e 
ar
e 
al
so
 p
ot
en

tia
l b
io
tic

 o
ut
co
m
es
 a
ga
in
 a
rs
en

ic
 re

la
te
d 
w
he

n 
co
nn

at
e 
sa
lt 
w
at
er
 st
ar
ts
 th

e 
ox
id
at
io
n 
pr
oc
es
s.
   
Ce

rt
ai
n 
an
ox
ic
 m

ic
ro
be

s m
ay
 a
dd

 to
 

th
e 
ar
se
ni
c 
co
nt
am

in
at
io
n 
sim

ila
r t
o 
th
e 
ca
us
e 
of
 a
rs
en

ic
 c
on

ta
m
in
at
io
n 
in
 

Ch
es
ap
ea
ke
 B
ay
.  
 

  Ea
rt
hq

ua
ke
 a
ct
iv
ity

 c
ou

ld
 a
lso

 a
ffe

ct
 th

e 
m
ov
em

en
t o

f u
pw

el
le
d 
co
nt
am

in
an
ts
.  
Th

e 
w
es
t s
id
e 
of
 th

e 
va
lle
y 
ha
s a

 h
ist
or
y 
of
 g
eo

th
er
m
al
 c
on

di
tio

ns
 w
hi
ch
 c
ou

ld
 b
e 

im
pa
ct
ed

 b
y 
ea
rt
hq

ua
ke
s a

nd
 e
ar
th
qu

ak
es
 c
ou

ld
 a
ls
o 
be

 a
 c
at
al
ys
t f
or
 u
pw

he
lli
ng

 v
ia
 

ac
tiv

e 
fa
ul
ts
.  
 

 
3.
4.
4.
 

5‐
12

 
 

 
Ho

w
 a
bo

ut
 b
irt
h 
de

fe
ct
s,
 m

ot
he

r h
ea
lth

 a
nd

 o
th
er
 a
rs
en

ic
 c
on

ta
m
in
at
io
n 
re
la
te
d 

ou
tc
om

es
   
 R
at
he

r t
ha
n 
ad

ve
rs
e 
ef
fe
ct
 to

 p
ro
pe

rt
y 
va
lu
es
 –
 lo
ss
 h
om

eo
w
ne

r v
al
ue

s 
an
d 
lo
ss
 o
f h

ou
sin

g 
if 
a 
do

m
es
tic

 w
el
l b
ec
om

es
 c
on

ta
m
in
at
ed

.  
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te
r 

N
um

be
r 

Se
ct
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n 

N
um
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r 
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ge

 
N
um

be
r 

Pa
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gr
ap

h 
N
um

be
r 

Fi
gu
re
/ 

Ta
bl
e 
N
um
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r 

(if
 a
pp
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ab

le
) 

Co
m
m
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3.
4.
5 

5.
12

 
 

 
U
SE
PA

 a
nd

 S
W
RC

B 
Ci
ta
tio

ns
 sh

ou
ld
 b
e 
ev
al
ua
te
d.
  

 
4.
1 

5‐
16

 
 

 
Th
e 
st
ak
eh

ol
de

r i
np

ut
 re

ga
rd
in
g 
th
e 
80

 p
ct
 le
ve
l s
ho

ul
d 
be

 d
oc
um

en
te
d 
an
d 
re
co
rd
ed

 
fo
r f
ut
ur
e 
pu

bl
ic
 c
om

m
en

t. 
 A
s y

ou
 m

ay
 k
no

w
 th

er
e 
ha
s b

ee
n 
ov
er
 2
0 
do

m
es
tic

 w
el
ls 

re
po

rt
ed

 d
ry
 w
ith

 se
ve
ra
l i
n 
th
e 
Co

lle
ge
 C
ity

 a
re
a.
  T
he

 d
om

es
tic

 w
el
l t
hr
es
ho

ld
 

sh
ou

ld
 b
e 
an

 a
re
a 
of
 fu

tu
re
 d
isc

us
sio

n 
an
d 
st
ak
eh

ol
de

r i
np

ut
 a
s t
he

 d
ro
ug
ht
 

pr
og
re
ss
es
.  
 T
he

 a
dv
oc
at
es
 o
f t
he

 8
0 
pc
t t
hr
es
ho

ld
 sh

ou
ld
 b
e 
do

cu
m
en

te
d 
an
d 

di
sc
lo
se
d 
an
d 
th
e 
iss
ue

 o
f d

om
es
tic

 w
el
ls 
sh
ou

ld
 h
av
e 
a 
fu
tu
re
 p
ub

lic
 d
isc

ou
rs
e.
   
W
as
 

th
er
e 
a 
G
SA

 v
ot
e 
on

 th
e 
80

 p
er
ce
nt
 le
ve
l?
   

 
5.
4.
1.
1.
1 

 
 

 
Th
e 
ad
ve
rs
e 
de

gr
ad
at
io
n 
fr
om

 th
e 
re
do

x 
pr
oc
es
s f
or
 c
on

na
te
 sa

lt 
w
at
er
 w
ill
 m

os
t 

lik
el
y 
be

 p
er
m
an
en

t. 
  S
ig
ni
fic
an
t l
ow

er
in
g 
of
 g
ro
un

dw
at
er
 n
ea
r G

rim
es
 a
nd

 th
e 
Ea
st
 

Si
de

 o
f t
he

 S
ac
ra
m
en

to
 R
iv
er
 c
ou

ld
 b
e 
th
e 
m
os
t v
ul
ne

ra
bl
e 
ar
e 
fo
r r
ed

ox
 a
nd

 
po

te
nt
ia
l a
dv
er
se
 b
io
tic

 o
ut
co
m
es
. 

O
n 
th
e 
w
es
t s
id
e 
w
he

re
 th

er
e 
is 
na
tu
ra
l g
eo

th
er
m
al
 p
re
ss
ur
es
 th

e 
lo
w
er
in
g 
of
 

gr
ou

nd
w
at
er
 le
ve
ls 
co
ul
d 
af
fe
ct
 th

e 
hy
dr
ol
og
ic
 b
al
an
ce
 o
f g
ro
un

dw
at
er
 a
nd

 re
su
lt 
in
 

m
or
e 
up

w
he

lli
ng
.  
 A
ga
in
 a
no

th
er
 re

as
on

 to
 m

ea
su
re
 a
ll 
w
at
er
 q
ua
lit
y 
at
 a
ll 

ob
se
rv
ab
le
 d
ep

th
s.
   

 
5.
4.
4.
1 

 
 

 
Th
er
e 
sh
ou

ld
 b
e 
a 
M
in
im

um
 T
hr
es
ho

ld
 fo

r A
rs
en

ic
 C
on

ta
m
in
at
io
n.
   
 T
he

re
 a
re
 tw

o 
sm

al
l w

at
er
 su

pp
ly
 sy

st
em

s i
n 
Co

lu
sa
 C
ou

nt
y 
w
ith

 U
SE
PA

 C
ita

tio
ns
, t
w
o 
ab
an
do

ne
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From: Leslie Nerli < >  
Sent: Monday, April 26, 2021 10:12 AM 
To: Grant Davids <grant@davidsengineering.com>; Lisa Hunter <LHunter@countyofglenn.net> 
Subject: Fwd: attached map and ideas for potential recharge 
  
HI Grant and Lisa 
Sorry the previous emails were hand written and hopefully legible for you to review.  I have been very 
busy spraying long hours for potential blight from the past rain prediction that panned out to be a waste 
of time and money in spray as very little precipitation.   
I could not get a hold of the people I wanted to over the weekend to give you more information to use 
for this potential project.   
First off, the land owner of the property has changed hands from Pete Galaya to: 
RD 45 , LLC  
1380 East Ave, Ste 124 
Chico, CA  
Parcel number 020‐240‐0140 
There is 41.5 acres of Glide water district in the block of Habitat, not waterfowl wetlands like I 
thought.  Not sure what plain ole Habitat is but definitely good percolation in this area.  Of course this is 
a statement made only by experience and not as a geologist/hydrologist  which would have to be 
confirmed by science.  A rice farmer to the west of the proposed property for recharge used almost 10 
acre feet one year for his crop.  Again, the cost of water and other crop costs combined with returns 
have forced this farmer to sell part of his land using the sale of his land from many generations in his 
family to develop orchards so that he can keep some of the remaining 4rth or 5th generation family 
farm.  Sad but true for many farmers.   
From what I was told by Mike Alves regarding there are 41.5 acres of glide district land within the 300+/‐ 
acres of Habitat.  When available from the Bureau, water can be surface water that can be purchased at 
each year's allocation rate for the only the 41.5, but not more than the allocation for each year.  In 
addition to the glide surface water yearly allocation, any Bureau excess flow water could be captured in 
the 41.5 acres and remaining property acres as well.   So using the Glide means of transportation from 
the TC canal, possible surface water available year to year could increase throughout the year time to 
time as the Bureau sees fit to call in "excess flows available"  Of course, they still charge a fee and Glide 
a fee as well, but usually at a more reasonable price.   
Because this property lies between the 2  creeks, it does flood during wet years.  So, maybe some 
improvements could be made to capture more of the flood water that flows so quickly away and allow 
for more time to capture excess flood water to our groundwater storage. Maybe it will be so simple and 
cost effective as placing Check damns? and/or doesn't need them just some drainage management. 
I do not know who the RD 45 LLc people are or if they would even consider working with the ground 
water recharge project.  Even to the north of Wilson Creek is land in the habitat.  It is a very large piece 
of property.  300 +/‐ acres. 
  
Hope all this helps and let me know if you have any questions.  
Thank you 
Leslie Nerli 
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Appendix 2C-1 
Colusa Subbasin 

GSA-Specific Beneficial Users 
 

Category of 
Interest  

Examples of Beneficial User Groups  Engagement Purpose  

General Public  • Citizens groups  
• Community leaders 
• Interested individuals 
• Universities/Academia 

Inform to improve public awareness of 
sustainable groundwater management  

Land Use  • Municipalities  
• Local land use agencies 
• Regional land use agencies  
• Community Service Districts 

Consult and involve to ensure land use 
policies are supporting GSPs and there 
are no conflicting policies between the 
GSAs / GSP and said local government 
agencies 

Private Users  • Private pumpers (domestic and agricultural) 
• Schools and colleges  
• Hospitals  

Inform and involve in assessing impacts 
to  groundwater users 

Urban/ 
Agricultural 
Users  

• Water agencies 
• Irrigation districts  
• Municipal water companies 
• Mutual water companies 
• Resource conservation districts  
• Farmers/Farm Bureaus  
• Water Districts 
• Water users associations 
• Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 

Coalition  

Collaborate to ensure sustainable 
management of groundwater  

Industrial Users  • Commercial and industrial self-suppliers  
• Local trade associations or groups 

Inform and involve in assessing impacts 
to users 

Environmental 
and Ecosystem 
Uses 

• Federal and State agencies 
• Wetland managers 
• Environmental groups  

Inform and involve to 
consider/incorporate potential 
ecosystem impacts to GSP process 

Surface Water 
Users 

• Irrigation Districts 
• Water Districts 
• Water users associations 
• Agricultural users 

Inform and involve to collaborate to 
ensure sustainable water supplies 

Economic 
Development  

• Chambers of commerce  
• Business groups/associations  
• Elected officials  
• State Assembly members  
• State Senators  
• Economic Development Team 

Inform and involve to support a stable 
economy  

Human Right • Disadvantaged communities Inform and involve to provide safe and 



Category of 
Interest  

Examples of Beneficial User Groups  Engagement Purpose  

to Water  • Small water systems  
• Environmental justice groups/community-

based organizations  
• De minimis well owners 

secure groundwater supplies to all 
communities reliant on groundwater  

Tribes  • Federally Recognized Tribes 
• Non-Federally Recognized Tribes  

Inform, involve and consult with tribal 
government  

Federal Lands  • U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
• U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
• U.S.  Army Corps of Engineers 

Inform, involve and collaborate to 
ensure basin sustainability  

Integrated 
Water 
Management  

• Regional water management groups (IRWM 
regions)  

• Flood agencies  

Inform, involve and collaborate to 
improve regional sustainability  

 



 

 

 

 

 

2C-2. Media and Outreach Contacts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Some information has been redacted for 
confidentiality purposes and GSA commitments. 
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Appendix 2C-2 
Colusa Subbasin 

Media and Outreach Contacts 
 
The following media outlets and outreach partner organizations are contacted to publicize every Colusa 
Subbasin outreach event and to publish associated press releases and associated narrative materials 
(e.g. Op-Ed, newsletter publications, etc.). 
 
Media Contacts 
 

The Sacramento Valley Mirror 
Glenn County Transcript 
Colusa County Sun Herald 
Colusa Appeal Democrat 
Chico Enterprise Record 
Williams Pioneer Review 
Action News Now 
KRCR 
NSPR 
CPAY Radio  

 
Outreach Partners 
 

California Department of Water Resources 
Colusa County Farm Bureau 
Colusa County Resource Conservation District 
Colusa Glenn Subwatershed Program 
Colusa County Farm Service Agency 
Colusa County Cooperative Extension 
Colusa County Department of Agriculture 
Colusa Basin Drainage District 
Glenn County Farm Bureau 
Glenn County Resource Conversation District 
Glenn County Rangeland Association 
Northern California Water Association 
Orland Unit Water Users Association 
Ord Bend Community Services District 
UC Cooperative Extension – Colusa County 
UC Cooperative Extension – Glenn County 
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Public and Engagement Materials

2D-1: Interbasin SGMA Coordination Meetings

2D-2: Initial SGMA Information Workshops

2D-3: GSA Financing – Proposition 218 Public Information Meetings and
Hearings

2D-4: SGMA General Information, Basin Setting and Sustainable
Management Criteria Workshops

2D-5: SGMA-Series Public Events

2D-6: Subbasin Branding

2D-7: Media Materials
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1. Introduction & Background

The content of the report is the result of staff recommendations resulting from regional inter-basin
coordination staff meetings in the Northern Sacramento Valley (2020-2021). The content will be
presented to inform discussions among Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) and gather public
input through existing public venues, such as advisory committees, groundwater commissions, and GSA
Board meetings.

Inter-basin coordination is critical in the Northern Sacramento Valley as GSAs develop and implement
Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs). Since groundwater subbasins in the Northern Sacramento
Valley are hydrologically interconnected, water management decisions and actions in subbasins (i.e.,
groundwater pumping and processes affecting recharge, water demand, and supply including climate
change) could change aquifer conditions. Understanding and accounting for these processes is important
towards achieving sustainability in all subbasins.

Figure 1. Map of the Northern Sacramento Valley
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Inter-basin coordination is described in the GSP Regulations in Article 8. Under the regulations, GSAs
must describe how they coordinate with adjoining subbasins to demonstrate implementation will not
adversely affect adjoining subbasins. The Department of Water Resources (DWR) is required to
evaluate whether a GSP adversely affects the ability of an adjacent basin to implement their GSP or
impedes achievement of sustainability goals in an adjacent basin (Water Code 17033(c)).
Coordination among GSAs can be formalized in different ways and inter-basin agreements are
voluntary. Appendix A describes components of Sec 357.2.

Inter-basin coordination discussions among staff representatives from 11 subbasins (Antelope, Bowman,
Butte, Colusa, Corning, Los Molinos, Red Bluff, Sutter, Vina, Wyandotte Creek, and Yolo), with
facilitation support from the Consensus Building Institute (CBI) began during the summer of 2020.
While efforts have focused on these subbasins, coordination will occur, as warranted, with other
neighboring subbasins (Anderson and North Yuba).

Initial stages of inter-basin coordination efforts (May-December 2020) were closely aligned with the
GSP Regulations in Article 8 components and delineated in Section 3 Evolution of Inter-basin
Coordination Efforts. After an initial attempt to compile technical information to better understand basin
conditions at respective boundaries, staff realized differing timelines for the completion of Basin Setting
content in each subbasin meant there would not be sufficient time during initial GSP development to
fully characterize or address major inconsistencies. Therefore, the goal for regional inter-basin
coordination shifted towards establishing a framework for long-term inter-basin coordination and
dialogue (post GSP submittal in 2022). Informal coordination discussions among staff and consultants
between neighboring subbasins continued during the GSP development process.

This report outlines the intent and purpose of inter-basin coordination in the Northern Sacramento
Valley. It describes the process followed and materials developed throughout the process. It also outlines
foundational elements, referred to as “key pillars,” of a framework for sustained coordination through
GSP implementation.

2. Intent & Purpose

Inter-basin coordination efforts in the Northern Sacramento Valley are focused on establishing a
foundation and guidelines for sustained inter-basin coordination through GSP implementation, following
the initial submittal of GSPs by January 31, 2022. GSAs intend to:

1. Establish a framework allowing for continued dialogue and a venue to address issues
and discrepancies during the implementation of the GSPs;

2. Coordinate on consistent messaging and communicate shared expectations at a
regional level;

3. Demonstrate regional coordination efforts and outcomes; and
4. Leverage existing agreements and arrangements in the region (e.g., Northern

Sacramento Valley Integrated Regional Water Management (NSV IRWM), the Six
County Memorandum of Understanding among Butte, Colusa, Glenn, Tehama,
Shasta, and Sutter).

http://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/planning/SGWMA/InterbasinCoordination/GSP_Regs_Art_8_Agreements.pdf
http://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/planning/SGWMA/InterbasinCoordination/GSP_Regs_Art_8_Agreements.pdf
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The proposed deliverable from this effort is the development of a common approach and draft language
for incorporation into each subbasin’s GSP.  This narrative describes the facilitated effort as well as the
framework and scope for long-term coordination during plan implementation. The public will have
opportunities to weigh in and provide input on the proposed framework through each subbasin’s existing
public venues, such as advisory committees, groundwater commissions, and GSA board meetings.

3. Evolution of Inter-basin Coordination Efforts

Inter-basin coordination efforts, facilitated by the Consensus Building Institute (CBI) began in summer
2020 among Subbasin staff from Antelope, Bowman, Butte, Colusa, Corning, Los Molinos, Red Bluff,
Vina, and Wyandotte Creek subbasins to identify priorities and resources available for inter-basin
coordination. Soon after, staff representatives from the Sutter and Yolo subbasins joined the meetings.
To date, CBI has facilitated nine inter-basin coordination meetings with staff and periodically with
technical consultants from the subbasins. Subbasin staff and/or CBI communicated regular updates to
GSA Boards and advisory committees in each of the subbasins regarding the status of inter-basin
coordination activities [Access Webpage Here].

Initial stages of inter-basin coordination efforts were closely aligned with the GSP Regulations in Article
8:

1. General information of subbasins, plans and agencies participating in the coordination agreement,
2. Technical information including consistent and coordinated data or methodology for inter-basin

boundary flows and stream-groundwater interactions at basin boundaries, and information on
sustainable management criteria and monitoring that would confirm that no adverse impacts of
implementing the GSPs would result to any party to the agreement,

3. A description of the process for identifying and resolving conflicts between Agencies that are parties to
an inter-basin coordination agreement.
Reference: Sections 10727.2, 10733, and 10733.2, Water Code.

The goal at the initial stage was to compile general and technical information identified by DWR in a
consistent manner to establish an accurate basis of comparison and to identify any significant
inconsistencies that may need to be addressed or resolved. This included developing a series of
information-sharing documents and outreach materials, summarized below.

1. Inter-basin Coordination Directory– This document provides an updated and centralized directory with
contact information for GSA managers, technical consultants, and facilitators in the various subbasins.
This document seeks to facilitate communication among the various representatives leading GSP
development [Access Here].

2. Technical Information-Sharing Template– This template was developed among the managers and
technical consulting teams to compile and compare information on modeling tools and water budget
results for inter-basin flows, stream-aquifer interactions, and hydro-geologic conditions in the subbasins.
Potentially, this document could be used to compile information about Sustainable Management Criteria
and Monitoring Networks [Access Draft Template Here]. The first output from the technical information-
sharing template summarizes the highlights of compiled model information across the subbasins [Access
Here].

3. Outreach Presentation–This PowerPoint presentation provides updates on inter-basin coordination
activities to the various SGMA public venues (GSA boards, advisory committees, etc.) and an overview
of the scope and timeline of inter-basin coordination efforts. This presentation is continuously updated

https://www.buttecounty.net/waterresourceconservation/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management-Act/Inter-basin-Coordination
http://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/planning/SGWMA/InterbasinCoordination/GSP_Regs_Art_8_Agreements.pdf
http://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/planning/SGWMA/InterbasinCoordination/GSP_Regs_Art_8_Agreements.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mhx23oni7fen1jb/NSV_Interbasin_Coordination%20Directory%20%28Revised%2012.3.20%29.xlsx?dl=0
http://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/planning/SGWMA/InterbasinCoordination/2020-09-14_NSV_Technical_Information-Sharing_Template.xlsx
http://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/planning/SGWMA/InterbasinCoordination/08_NSV_Background%26Compiled_Modeling_Tools_2020-12-2_v2.pdf
http://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/planning/SGWMA/InterbasinCoordination/08_NSV_Background%26Compiled_Modeling_Tools_2020-12-2_v2.pdf
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after each inter-basin coordination staff meeting for use in consistently communicating with GSA
Boards/advisory committees and the public throughout the region [Access Here].

4. Outreach Factsheet– The inter-basin coordination factsheet aims to support public outreach and
information sharing in the various subbasins. This two-page flier or factsheet summarizes why regional
coordination is important under SGMA, who is involved in ongoing efforts, what the coordination
priorities are, and includes a table with links to each subbasin’s website for additional subbasins’ specific
information [Access Here].

5. Inter-basin Coordination Webpage– Butte County hosts a webpage to provide the most up-to-date
information on inter-basin coordination efforts in the Northern Sacramento Valley. The webpage provides
an overview of the scope and makes available documentation and results of the inter-basin coordination
work, including meeting agendas, summaries, and outputs [Access Here].

6. Meeting Summaries–CBI develops meeting summaries after each regional inter-basin coordination staff
meeting to summarize key discussion themes, action items, and next steps. These summaries are  publicly
available on the inter-basin coordination webpage [Access Here].

After an initial attempt to compile technical information, staff realized the broad aspirations were not
feasible during the initial stages of GSP development. The process of compiling and comparing modeling
outputs from the diverse regional hydrological models required a significant amount of time, resources,
and varying levels of data. Further, subbasins were at different stages of GSP development and GSAs
were facing tight timelines, competing priorities, and capacity limitations to meet the regulatory
deadline. While communication on a neighbor-to-neighbor basis on technical components was
encouraged through GSP development, subbasin staff representatives realized more robust technical
analysis and coordination between and among subbasins was not possible until initial plans (including
water budgets) were more fully developed or after adoption of the initial GSPs.

Following reflection from the separate inter-basin efforts and priorities moving forward, subbasin staff
recommended shifting the focus of regional coordination meetings to establishing a framework for long-
term inter-basin coordination and dialogue following GSP submission in January 2022. To do so,
subbasin staff identified desired outcomes in the short-term (during initial GSP development), mid-term
(first 5-year update), and long-term (GSP Implementation through 2042) [Access Here]. This approach
recognizes adoption of the 2022 GSPs as an initial step in sustainable groundwater management, not the
final step. Subbasin staff acknowledged while model outputs may not match perfectly, the main objective
is to identify and acknowledge significant discrepancies, understand why those differences exist, and
evaluate to the extent they need to be reconciled. Inter-basin coordination has been characterized as “a
marathon not a sprint,” and current efforts will serve to pave the path for long-term collaboration.
Further, GSAs can take advantage of annual reporting and five-year GSP updates to identify and address
discrepancies. Lastly, subbasin staff representatives acknowledge public participants are interested in
inter-basin coordination efforts and concerns from some subbasins can easily affect others. Subbasin
staff understand the need to share and educate the public on what is in the various GSPs, and the SGMA
requirements for inter-basin coordination. Staff will continue to provide updates and gather GSA Board
and public input related to the direction of current efforts and desired priorities, shared concerns, and
possible ideas for inter-basin coordination during GSP implementation.

http://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/planning/SGWMA/InterbasinCoordination/IB_Coord_101_v8.pdf
http://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/planning/SGWMA/InterbasinCoordination/06_NSV_InterBasin_Coordination_Flyer_v12-8-2020.pdf
https://www.buttecounty.net/waterresourceconservation/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management-Act/Inter-basin-Coordination
https://www.buttecounty.net/waterresourceconservation/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management-Act/Inter-basin-Coordination
http://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/planning/SGWMA/InterbasinCoordination/210302_NSV_IB_Coord_Summary.pdf
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4. Inter-basin Coordination Framework

This section outlines the foundational pillars that comprise the framework for inter-basin coordination
under SGMA between and among subbasins in the Northern Sacramento Valley. These pillars build
upon a long-standing history of regional collaboration and embody a commitment for continued
coordination, collaboration, and communication for successful groundwater management in the region.
Honoring the individual authorities of the GSAs, these pillars represent a menu of options neighboring
subbasins can draw upon, based on individual or neighboring subbasins’ needs and challenges. GSA
Boards can decide which of these options they would like to support and implement, acknowledging
circumstances may change over time.

Pillars Scale(s) Timing
1. Information-sharing

a. Inform each other on changing conditions (i.e., surface water
cutbacks, land use changes, policy changes that inform
groundwater management)

b. Share annual reports and interim progress reports
c. Share data and technical information and work towards building

shared data across and/or along basin boundaries (e.g.,
monitoring data, water budgets, modeling inputs and outputs,
and Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems)

• Neighbor-to-
neighbor

• Coordination
groups [Refer
to section 4.1
below]

• Ongoing (GSP
Development)

• Near-term (5-year
update)

• Long-term (GSP
implementation)

2. Joint analysis & evaluation
a. Evaluate and compare contents of GSPs with a focus on

establishing a common understanding of basin conditions at
boundaries

b. Identify significant differences, uncertainties, and potential
issues of concern related to groundwater interaction at the
boundaries

c. Engage in analysis and evaluation of SMCs between GSPs to
assess impacts and identify significant differences and possible
impacts between subbasins that could potentially lead to
undesirable results

• Neighbor-to-
neighbor

• Coordination
groups [Refer
to section 4.1
below]

• Near-term (5-year
update)

• Long-term (GSP
implementation)

3. Coordination on mutually beneficial activities
a. Communicate, coordinate, and collaborate on mutually

beneficial activities, which could include joint monitoring, joint
reporting, regional modeling, and other efforts to address data
gaps at subbasin boundaries

b. Collectively pursue funding and collaborate on mutually agreed
upon projects and management actions that provide benefits
across boundaries

c. Leverage existing collaboratives (NSV IRWM, NCWA etc.)

• Neighbor-to-
neighbor

• Coordination
groups

• Regional: NSV
IRWM,
NCWA
Groundwater
Task Force

• Ongoing (GSP
Development)

• Near-term (5-year
update)

• Long-term (GSP
implementation).

4. Coordinated communication and outreach
a. Coordinate and collaborate on regional-scale public engagement

and communication strategies that promote awareness on
groundwater sustainability, enhance public trust, and maintain
institutional knowledge

b. Maintain list of GSP/subbasin staff contacts and websites

• Regional: NSV
IRWM and
NCWA
Groundwater
Task Force

• Ongoing (GSP
Development)

• Near-term (5-year
update)

• Long-term (GSP
implementation)

5. Issue-resolution process
a. Establish and follow an agreed-upon process for identifying and

resolving conflicts between GSAs by the first five-year update
[Refer to Appendix D for more details and discussion prompts
on issue resolution processes]

• Neighbor-to-
neighbor

• Coordination
groups

• Near-term (5-year
update)

• Long-term (GSP
implementation).
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4.1. Inter-basin Coordination Groups

Inter-basin coordination efforts, as outlined in the pillars above, would require resources and technical
support. Subbasin staff recommend organizing inter-basin coordination priorities by specific subbasin
boundaries. One suggested approach identifies specific “Coordination Groups” (see Figure 3 and list
below). Some of these groups are pairs and others include multiple subbasins around a river boundary.

1. Feather River Corridor- Butte, Wyandotte Creek, North Yuba, Sutter
2. North Sacramento River Corridor- Antelope, Los Molinos, Red Bluff, Corning, Vina, Butte, Colusa
3. South Sacramento Corridor- Colusa, Sutter, Yolo

Neighbor to Neighbor, examples:

4. Stony Creek- Corning, Colusa
5. Thomes Creek- Red Bluff, Corning
6. Butte/Vina- Vina, Butte
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5. Conclusion and Next Steps

In sum, this report outlines a framework for inter-basin coordination for sustainable groundwater
management in the Northern Sacramento Valley. The inter-basin coordination framework describes a
menu of options for ongoing communication and collaboration around substantive issues over the
twenty-year implementation of SGMA.

The pillars and other content from this report could be used by GSAs to support GSP development and
implementation in a number of ways. This inter-basin coordination report could be included as an
Appendix to the GSP and could be updated on a yearly basis. Individual subbasins can incorporate
sections of the report into the body of the GSP, depending upon specific boundary conditions at adjoining
subbasins. Finally, subbasins could draw on the inter-basin coordination framework if they would like
to consider entering into one or more voluntary inter-basin agreements during GSP implementation.

The content of the report is the result of staff recommendations resulting from regional inter-basin
coordination staff meetings. Staff will present the framework as a supporting document to guide and
inform discussions with the GSA Boards and other existing public venues, such as advisory committees
or groundwater commissions. GSAs in turn will discuss the menu of options for inter-basin coordination
outlined in this report to determine their priorities and desired approach to draw on the inter-basin
coordination framework in their individual GSPs. Lastly, Subbasin staff will come together to share
input received and determinations from their respective GSAs.

Subbasin staff acknowledge that while this report builds upon a long-standing history of regional
collaboration, this is just the beginning of inter-basin coordination efforts under SGMA. Therefore, this
framework and inter-basin coordination activities will be continually refined throughout GSP
implementation.
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Appendices

Appendix A: GSP Emergency Regulations, Article 8: Interagency

Agreements §357.2

§ 357.2. Inter-basin Agreements (access here)

Two or more Agencies may enter into an agreement to establish compatible sustainability goals
and understanding regarding fundamental elements of the Plans of each Agency as they relate to
sustainable groundwater management. Inter-basin agreements may be included in the Plan to
support a finding that implementation of the Plan will not adversely affect an adjacent basin’s
ability to implement its Plan or impede the ability to achieve its sustainability goal. Inter-basin
agreements should facilitate the exchange of technical information between Agencies and
include a process to resolve disputes concerning the interpretation of that information. Inter-
basin agreements may include any information the participating Agencies deem appropriate,
such as the following:

(a) General information:
(1) Identity of each basin participating in and covered by the terms of the agreement.
(2) A list of the Agencies or other public agencies or other entities with groundwater

management responsibilities in each basin.
(3) A list of the Plans, Alternatives, or adjudicated areas in each basin.

(b) Technical information:
(1) An estimate of groundwater flow across basin boundaries, including consistent and

coordinated data, methods, and assumptions.
(2) An estimate of stream-aquifer interactions at boundaries.
(3) A common understanding of the geology and hydrology of the basins and the hydraulic

connectivity as it applies to the Agency’s determination of groundwater flow across basin
boundaries and description of the different assumptions utilized by different Plans and how
the Agencies reconciled those differences.

(4) Sustainable management criteria and a monitoring network that would confirm that no
adverse impacts result from the implementation of the Plans of any party to the agreement. If
minimum thresholds or measurable objectives differ substantially between basins, the
agreement should specify how the Agencies will reconcile those differences and manage the
basins to avoid undesirable results. The Agreement should identify the differences that the
parties consider significant and include a plan and schedule to reduce uncertainties to
collectively resolve those uncertainties and differences.

(c) A description of the process for identifying and resolving conflicts between Agencies that are
parties to the agreement.

(d) Inter-basin agreements submitted to the Department shall be posted on the Department’s website.
Note: Authority cited: Section 10733.2, Water Code.
Reference: Sections 10727.2, 10733, and 10733.2, Water Code.

https://groundwaterexchange.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/GSP-Regs-Art-8-Interagency-Agreements.pdf
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Appendix B: Inter-basin Coordination Fact Sheet
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APPENDIX C
Memorandum of Understanding

Four County (Butte, Colusa, Glenn, and Tehama Counties)
Regional Water Resource Coordination, Collaboration, and Communication
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Appendix D: Issue Resolution Process for Discussion Purposes

This document aims to guide discussions and provide pertinent information as subbasins consider
inclusion of an issue resolution process in the Northern Sacramento Valley inter-basin
coordination framework. These discussions will take place in the period leading up to the first five-
year GSP update.

Discussion Prompts
1. What are potential benefits/challenges or concerns of including an issue/dispute resolution process

in the inter-basin coordination framework?
2. What are shared expectations between and among subbasins?
3. What are the GSAs preferences for addressing conflicts if/when they arise?

Background

The Groundwater Sustainability Plan Regulations in Article 8 recommend including a “description
of a process for identifying and resolving conflicts between Agencies” as a part of inter-basin
coordination (Sections 10727.2, 10733, and 10733.2, Water Code). A recent study by Tara Moran,
Janet Martinez, and William Blomquist, part of Stanford University’s Water in the West found
that the ability of interagency coordination “to solve complex challenges will be contingent on the
ability of these organizations to effectively prevent and manage conflicts before they arise and to
resolve these conflicts equitably and efficiently when they do.” (Moran, Martinez, and Blomquist,
2021). Further, given how likely it is for disagreements at a local level to occur during SGMA
implementation, the study suggests investing in establishing issue resolution processes before
disagreements arise. Meanwhile, deferring their development could complicate the resolution
process in times of conflict. Given these recommendations, consider the following questions for
reflection and discussion.

Purposes of issue resolution processes

There are many options to identify and resolve issues that involve different parties,
goals/objectives, and resources. Ideally, issue resolution processes are thoughtfully designed and
tailored to specific contexts. The broader goal for such a process can be to meet the agencies’
long-term needs, considering local dynamics, desired outcomes, and expected uses. Goals can
include keeping things simple and efficient, maintaining relationships, ensuring quality of the
process, fostering participation and community engagement, etc.

The figure below shows different types of dispute resolution processes. In some cases, agencies
draft clauses that outline a tiered approach. They often begin with negotiation, which gives the
parties control over the process and outcomes. Then, mediation, which brings in a neutral third-
party (mediator) to facilitate the discussion and help parties work towards resolving issues. Often,
negotiation and mediation lead to “non-binding” outcomes, non-enforceable by courts. Parties
could opt to move towards arbitration or litigation, which are controlled by a third party (arbitrator
or judge/jury) and can lead to binding and non-binding outcomes (Moran, Martinez, and
Blomquist, 2019).

http://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/planning/SGWMA/InterbasinCoordination/GSP_Regs_Art_8_Agreements.pdf
https://waterinthewest.stanford.edu/publications/dispute-resolution-processes-thinking-through-sgma-implementation
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From Moran, Martinez, and Blomquist, 2019

Examples

1. Example from Moran, Martinez, and Blomquist, 2019
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2. Example from Butte Subbasin Cooperation Agreement
Note: This example doesn’t provide much specificity. However, acknowledges shared intent to
resolve disputes.
ARTICLE 9. DECISION-MAKING AND DISPUTE RESOLUTION

9.1. Decision-making Authority. Topics where the Members desire coordinated
decision-making will be considered by the Advisory Board, and the Member Directors will strive
for unanimous recommendations that will be presented to each Member’s governing body for
consideration. Such topics include, but are not limited to, development and implementation of the
GSP, and associated financial arrangements. When unable to reach unanimous recommendations,
the Advisory Board will outline the areas in which it does not agree, providing some explanation
to inform the respective GSAs’ governing bodies. Despite the recommendations of the Advisory
Board, ultimate decision-making authority for topics considered by the Advisory Board resides
with each Member’s governing body.

9.2. Dispute Resolution. It is the desire of Members to informally resolve all disputes
and controversies related to this Agreement, whenever possible, at the least possible level of
formality and cost. If a dispute occurs, the disputing Members shall meet and confer in an attempt
to resolve the matter. If informal resolution cannot be achieved, the matter will be referred to the
Advisory Board for resolution. The Advisory Board may engage the services of a trained mediator
or resort to all available legal and equitable remedies to resolve disputes.

Possible Process in the Northern Sacramento Valley

Negotiation

•Parties can attempt to
resolve the issue
internally through
informal negotiations.

Coordination Groups

•Parties can bring issue to
the coordination group(s)
for joint problem solving.
Coordination Groups could
work to assess the issue,
gather information, and
explore options for
resolution (with or without
support from a facilitator).

Mediation

• If the parties cannot
resolve the issue [in X
amount of time], the
parties will hire a
mediator, prior to
pursuing legal action.

Arbitration/
Litigation

• If the issue cannot be
resolved through
mediation, any party
could pursue any legal
remedies available
(e.g., arbitration,
litigation)
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Worksheet: Key Questions and Considerations for Issue Resolution Process

The questions below could be used to guide the development of a specific issue resolution process
in the context of inter-basin coordination in the Northern Sacramento Valley by the first 5-year
GSP update. These questions could help to clarify the level of specificity that subbasins would
find beneficial and mutually agreeable when/if conflict occurs.
Adapted from Moran, Martinez, and Blomquist, 2019

1) What are the process goals?
a) Consider what disputes the process aims to

address – all disputes arising at basin boundaries
or only a subset?

b) Consider inclusivity and transparency of the
process, cost efficiency for parties and the
GSA(s), timeframes, and other factors important
to your agency(ies).

c) Other potential objectives include dispute
prevention, enhanced relationships, procedural
and substantive fairness, legal compliance,
durability of resolution and organizational
improvement.

2) Who can initiate and participate in the dispute
resolution process?

a) Consider what parties can initiate the dispute
resolution process – is it only parties to the
agreement or can external parties invoke it? There
are pros and cons to both choices, so discussing
this in advance will ensure thoughtful
consideration.

3) What processes are used to make decisions related
to dispute resolution and what information is
necessary?

a) What is the process for selecting a mediator,
facilitator, lawyer or other impartial party?

b) Consider including a range of processes beginning
with internal negotiations and escalating based on
clear timelines.

4) Who pays for the dispute resolution process?
a) Consider who will pay for the mediator,

facilitator, lawyer or other impartial party. Will it
be paid for by the disputing parties, the GSA(s) or
through a state-funded program?

b) How could you assess whether the outcome of the
dispute resolution process was successful?
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https://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/Reports/SpecialProjects/InterbasinGWFlow/NSVBoardAss
essment20170615.pdf

http://cosumnes.waterforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/EKI_Cosumnes_TAC_meeting_2018-02-21.pdf
http://cosumnes.waterforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/EKI_Cosumnes_TAC_meeting_2018-02-21.pdf
https://waterinthewest.stanford.edu/publications/dispute-resolution-processes-thinking-through-sgma-implementation
https://waterinthewest.stanford.edu/publications/dispute-resolution-processes-thinking-through-sgma-implementation
https://waterinthewest.stanford.edu/news-events/news-press-releases/basin-scale-coordination-key-sgma%E2%80%99s-success-thoughts-dwr%E2%80%99s-draft-gsp
https://waterinthewest.stanford.edu/news-events/news-press-releases/basin-scale-coordination-key-sgma%E2%80%99s-success-thoughts-dwr%E2%80%99s-draft-gsp
https://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/Reports/SpecialProjects/InterbasinGWFlow/InterbasinSBAssessment-FINAL.pdf
https://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/Reports/SpecialProjects/InterbasinGWFlow/InterbasinSBAssessment-FINAL.pdf
https://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/Reports/SpecialProjects/InterbasinGWFlow/FactSheet.pdf
https://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/Reports/SpecialProjects/InterbasinGWFlow/NSVBoardAssessment20170615.pdf
https://www.buttecounty.net/wrcdocs/Reports/SpecialProjects/InterbasinGWFlow/NSVBoardAssessment20170615.pdf
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The Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act

Key elements of the law, early implementation steps
and expected benefits for Colusa County



Presentation Outline

I. SGMA Background

II. Preparing to Advance SGMA Locally

III. Recent SGMA Activities

IV. Early Implementation in Colusa County

V. Next Steps



SGMA Background
Comprehensive statewide legislation that creates a
framework for sustainable groundwater management

 Became law on January 1, 2015

 All medium and high priority basins managed sustainably

 Emphasis on local control with State oversight

 Groundwater Sustainability Agencies

 Groundwater Sustainability Plans



SGMA Background
SGMA affects all citizens of Colusa County

 Offers beneficial opportunities to achieve sustainable
groundwater conditions

 Supports agriculture, industry and domestic/public uses

 Requires residents to work together and address our
common interest in groundwater resources

 The County supports a collaborative approach to
implement SGMA



SGMA Background
How does SGMA define sustainability?

Sustainability: Manage groundwater to prevent undesirable
results (significant and unreasonable):

 Chronic lowering of groundwater levels
 Reduction of groundwater storage
 Seawater intrusion
 Degraded water quality
 Land subsidence
 Depletions of interconnected surface waters



SGMA Background
Formation of Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs)

• SGMA requires formation of GSAs to implement SGMA
at the local level

• Public agencies with land or water use authority are
eligible to become GSAs
• Counties, cities, water agencies, irrigation districts,

PUDs
• GSA may include one or more local public agencies

• May include a single GSA or multiple GSAs per basin
• Multiple GSAs must coordinate planning efforts



Colusa Water Management Entities/Areas



SGMA Background
GSA Roles and Responsibilities – At their discretion, GSAs
may…

• Adopt rules, regulations and ordinances

• Conduct groundwater studies / investigations

• Register and monitor wells

• Require reports of groundwater extraction

• Implement capital projects to meet goals

• Assess fees to cover management costs



SGMA Background

GSA Roles and Responsibilities – Interested parties must be
included in SGMA planning:

• All Groundwater Users
• Holders of Overlying

Rights (agriculture and
domestic)

• Municipal Well Operators
and Public Water Systems

• Tribes
• County
• Planning Departments /

Land Use

• Local Landowners
• Disadvantaged

Communities
• Business
• Federal Government
• Environmental Uses
• Surface Water Users (if

connection between surface and
ground water)



SGMA Background
How are domestic well owners affected by SGMA?

• Referred to in SGMA as “de minimis” users IF…
– Use 2 acre-feet per year or less for domestic purposes

 De minimis users are subject to SGMA, depending on
local needs
– GSAs will decide how de minimis users are addressed
– GSAs can decide to exclude or include
– GSAs can decide on fees but cannot require metering
– May be subject to reporting / fees to State if intervention occurs

 Domestic wells can also be regulated by authorities
(counties, water districts, etc.) outside scope of SGMA



SGMA Background
“White Areas”

• County is presumed
to be the GSA over
areas that are not
covered by another
GSA-eligible agency

• If the County opts out,
the State will manage
those areas



SGMA Background
Development of Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs)

 GSAs are responsible to develop GSPs

 Every high and medium priority groundwater basin must
be covered by a GSP or GSPs

 Option of a single GSP covering the entire basin, or a
combination of GSPs, developed by multiple GSAs,
covering the entire basin

 Multiple GSPs must coordinate, utilize the same data /
methodologies, and have a coordination agreement



SGMA Background
Key Implementation Milestones

• June 1, 2016 – GSP regulations

• June 30, 2017 – GSAs formed

• July 1, 2017 – Counties affirm GSA status

• January 31, 2020 – GSPs complete for critically over-
drafted basins

• January 31, 2022 – All other GSPs complete



SGMA Background
DWR and State Water Board Roles

• DWR:
 Develop Basin Boundary and GSP regulations
 Review GSPs, decide on adequacy, implementation

• State Water Board:
 Implement State intervention
 Reporting
 Assess fees
 Designate Probationary Basins
 Develop Interim Plans, implement those Plans



SGMA Background
State Water Board Intervention – In all triggering events,
intervention is the result of failure by locals to create a GSA(s)
and/or adopt and implement a GSP.

• Data
• Same data needed by a GSA, but now managed by State
• Higher frequency (monthly minimum reporting)

• Fees
• Fees associated with reporting
• Board recovers cost for all intervention-related activities

(monitoring plans, well construction, facilitation, technical
studies, models)

• Interim plans
• Pumping restrictions are most straight-forward
• State developed physical solutions are unlikely



Initial comments and/or
questions



Preparing to Advance SGMA Locally
What has the County done to advance SGMA locally?

 Dedicated staff resources

 Fostered early communication with GSA filers, many of whom are
here tonight to join the conversation

 Maintained communication with surrounding counties

 Received grant for impartial facilitation services from the Center for
Collaborative Policy

 Initiated a local groundwater assessment

 Pursued DWR grant to support local planning efforts

 Committed to sharing resources with local partners



Recent SGMA Activities
GSA Notifications in Colusa County

 Provident Irrigation District and Princeton-Codora-Glenn
Irrigation District

 Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District

 Colusa County Water District

 Reclamation District 1004

 Reclamation District 108

 County of Colusa



Recent SGMA Activities
SB 13 Amendment – Interpreted by DWR as retroactive

• Removed the Notice of Intent to be a GSA

• Allows a mutual water company to be part of a GSA
through a legal agreement

• Prohibits overlap of service area boundaries

• Prohibits local agencies from imposing fees or reg.
requirements on entities outside their boundaries

• Requires DWR to post all “complete” notices within 15
days of receipt



Recent SGMA Activities
Basin Boundary Modifications

• Existing groundwater basins or
subasins defined in DWR’s Bulletin
118

• Local agencies may request
boundary modifications

• May include scientific or
jurisdictional modifications

• Starting January 1, 2016: 90 day
window for local agencies to submit
requests for DWR consideration



Recent SGMA Activities
Groundwater Sustainability Plan Regulations

 By June 1, 2016 DWR shall adopt regulations for:
• Evaluating GSPs
• Implementing GSPs
• Coordination agreements

 The regulations shall identify:
• Required GSP components and additional elements
• Coordination of multiple GSPs in a basin
• Additional information that assists GSAs



Proposed Process in Colusa County
Background Preparation

 Review background materials

 Conduct initial interviews with
eligible GSA agencies

 Prepare 90-Day Plan

 Prepare initial facilitation strategy



Proposed Process in Colusa County
Outreach and Education

 Prepare education and outreach materials

 Coordinate and facilitate local outreach and education
meetings for agencies and private well owners

 Facilitate collaboration so all interested parties can
participate and work together towards sustainability



Proposed Process in Colusa County
GSA Governance

 Coordinate and facilitate public meetings about
governance

 Coordinate and facilitate meetings of several GSA
eligible agencies

 Conduct meetings with individual GSA eligible agencies

 Support representation of domestic well owner interests



Panel Discussion
with Eligible GSAs



Summary of Steps Towards Sustainability
Step 1
 Local agencies form GSAs by June, 2017

Step 2
 Local agencies in medium and high priority basins adopt

GSPs by January, 2022 (faster if in critical overdraft)

Step 3
 Local agencies have 20 years to demonstrate they are

meeting measurable goals and achieving sustainability



Key Considerations as We Move Forward

The County believes a partnered approach is best

 We all have a vested interest in our groundwater

 GSA formation, GSP preparation, and and long-term
implementation will create costs for many users

 Pooling resources will improve efficiencies and
capitalize skills and strengths of various partners



Panel Questions / Topics

• Implications of SGMA to your District members and all
groundwater users in the County?

• Steps you’ve taken so far to form a GSA?

• What you want to be sure your District achieves and
avoids as you, the other organizations, and the County
form GSAs?

• Thoughts you have about impacts to private well
owners?



Next Steps

So where do we go from here?

 Convene Governance Workgroup

 Hold additional public meetings

 Continued coordination with adjacent subbasins



Discussion

Your comments, questions
and input



Colusa	Subbasin
Sustainable	Groundwater	Management	Act |Public	Meeting
Local	Planning	Effort

Monday,	January	11,	2016
6:00	p.m. – 8:00	p.m.
Location: Colusa	County	Fairgrounds,	Atwood	Hall

Meeting	purpose
• Provide	an	overview	of	the	Sustainable Groundwater	Management	Act	(SGMA)
• Review	expected	SGMA	benefits	and	early	implementation	steps	in	Colusa County
• Create	an	opportunity	for	public	input:	questions,	comments	and	considerations

Time Topic
6:00 Introduction

• Welcome	and	opening	remarks
• Agenda	review	and	meeting	purpose

6:15 SGMA	Background,	Overview	and	Requirements
• Need and	rationale for	sustainable	groundwater	management
• Implementation	across the	State
• Core SGMA elements,	associated	requirements	and	timeline
• Expected	benefits	for	Colusa County	and	its	residents
• Q&A session

6:35 Early	SGMA	Outreach	and	Implementation	Steps	in	Colusa	County
• County	support	role to-date
• Process	to	form	Groundwater	Sustainability	Agencies
• Partnerships	between	County	and	other	Water	Managers
• Role	and	involvement	of private well	owners
• Q&A session

7:15 Open	Discussion /	Public	Comment
• Comments,	questions, suggested	considerations

7:45 Next	Steps
• Groundwater	Sustainability Agency	formation	and	function
• Ongoing	outreach	/	role	of	the	public	and	groundwater	users

8:00 Meeting Adjourns



Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA)
Public Meeting on Local Planning Efforts
For immediate release
Contact: Mary Fahey, Colusa County Water Resources Coordinator
mfahey@countyofcolusa.org
530-458-7709

Colusa County officials and other local groundwater managers will host a public meeting on the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). SGMA is a new law that offers beneficial
opportunities to achieve sustainable groundwater conditions and support Colusa County’s vital
agricultural economy, industry, and domestic and public water uses.

The meeting will provide an overview of SGMA, expected responsibilities and benefits for
groundwater users, and describe early steps taken to implement the new law. The public is
encouraged to attend to learn more about SGMA, ask questions of local water managers and
submit comments.

“SGMA implementation has begun throughout California,” says Supervisor Denise Carter. “We
hope groundwater users throughout Colusa County will attend to learn more. SGMA is an
important change in how groundwater is managed and everyone needs to be aware and
involved to manage and sustain our precious water resources.”

To support local planning efforts, the County has secured facilitation support from the
Department of Water Resources (DWR), initiated a county-wide groundwater assessment and
applied for a groundwater planning grant through the Water Bond. The County is committed to
sharing these resources with local SGMA partners.

“County officials have worked closely for decades with managers of local water agencies and
knows them to be exceptional water leaders and partners,” says Water Resources Coordinator
Mary Fahey. “We expect these water leaders to fill a similar role as partners implementing
SGMA, and thereby working together to keep our citizens ahead of the curve on groundwater
management policies.”

Meeting date, time and location:

January 11, 2016
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Colusa County Fairgrounds
1303 10th Street (Highway 20)
Colusa, CA 95932
Atwood Hall

For more information please visit DWR’s SGMA webpage: http://groundwater.ca.gov/

http://groundwater.ca.gov/


The Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act

Implementation in Glenn County



Presentation Outline

I. SGMA Background

II. Preparing to Advance SGMA Locally

III. Recent SGMA Activities

IV. Early Implementation

V. Next Steps



SGMA Background
Comprehensive statewide legislation that creates a
framework for sustainable groundwater management

 Became law on January 1, 2015

 All medium and high priority basins managed sustainably

 Emphasis on local control with State oversight

 Groundwater Sustainability Agencies

 Groundwater Sustainability Plans



SGMA Background
SGMA affects all citizens of Glenn County

 Offers beneficial opportunities to achieve sustainable
groundwater conditions

 Supports agriculture, industry and domestic/public uses

 Requires residents to work together and address our
common interest in groundwater resources

 Glenn County supports a collaborative approach to
implement SGMA



SGMA Background
How does SGMA define sustainability?

Sustainability: Manage groundwater to prevent undesirable
results (significant and unreasonable):

 Chronic lowering of groundwater levels
 Reduction of groundwater storage
 Seawater intrusion
 Degraded water quality
 Land subsidence
 Depletions of interconnected surface waters



SGMA Background
Formation of Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs)

• SGMA requires formation of GSAs to implement SGMA at
the local level

• Public agencies with land or water use authority are eligible
to become GSAs
• Counties, cities, water agencies, irrigation districts, PUDs
• GSA may include one or more local public agencies

• May include a single GSA or multiple GSAs per basin
• Multiple GSAs must coordinate planning efforts



Glenn Water Management Entities/Areas



SGMA Background
GSA Roles and Responsibilities
At their discretion, GSAs may…

• Adopt rules, regulations and ordinances

• Conduct groundwater studies / investigations

• Register and monitor wells

• Require reports of groundwater extraction

• Implement capital projects to meet goals

• Assess fees to cover management costs



SGMA Background

GSA Roles and Responsibilities
Interested parties must be included in SGMA planning:

• All Groundwater Users
• Holders of Overlying

Rights (agriculture and
domestic)

• Municipal Well Operators
and Public Water Systems

• Tribes
• County
• Planning Departments /

Land Use Agencies

• Local Landowners
• Disadvantaged

Communities
• Business
• Federal Government
• Environmental Uses
• Surface Water Users (if

connection between surface and
groundwater)



SGMA Background
How are domestic well owners affected by SGMA?

• Referred to in SGMA as “de minimis” users IF…
– Use 2 acre-feet per year or less for domestic purposes

 De minimis users are subject to SGMA, depending on
local needs
– GSAs will decide how de minimis users are addressed
– GSAs can decide to exclude or include
– GSAs can decide on fees but cannot require metering
– May be subject to reporting / fees to State if intervention occurs

 Domestic wells can also be regulated by authorities
(counties, water districts, etc.) outside scope of SGMA



SGMA Background
“White Areas”

• County is presumed
to be the GSA over
areas that are not
covered by another
GSA-eligible agency

• If the County opts out,
the State will manage
those areas Insert Map



SGMA Background
Development of Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs)

 GSAs are responsible to develop GSPs

 Every high and medium priority groundwater basin must be
covered by a GSP or GSPs

 Option of a single GSP covering the entire basin, or a
combination of GSPs, developed by multiple GSAs,
covering the entire basin

 Multiple GSPs must coordinate, utilize the same data /
methodologies, and have a coordination agreement



SGMA Background
Key Implementation Milestones

• February 18, 2016 - Draft GSP regulations released

• June 1, 2016 – Final GSP regulations approved by CWC

• June 30, 2017 – GSAs must be formed

• July 1, 2017 – Counties affirm GSA status

• January 31, 2020 – GSPs complete for critically over-
drafted basins

• January 31, 2022 – All other GSPs complete



SGMA Background
Department of Water Resources (DWR) and State Water
Board Roles and Oversight

• DWR:
 Develop Basin Boundary and GSP regulations
 Review GSPs, decide on adequacy, implementation

• State Water Board:
 Implement State intervention
 Reporting
 Assess fees
 Designate Probationary Basins
 Develop Interim Plans, implement those Plans



SGMA Background
State Water Board Intervention
In all triggering events, intervention is the result of failure by
locals to create a GSA(s) and/or adopt and implement a GSP.

• Data
• Same data needed by a GSA, but now managed by State
• Higher frequency (monthly minimum reporting)

• Fees
• Fees associated with reporting
• Board recovers cost for all intervention-related activities

(monitoring plans, well construction, facilitation, technical
studies, models)

• Interim plans
• Pumping restrictions are most straight-forward
• State developed physical solutions are unlikely



Initial comments and/or
questions



Preparing to Advance SGMA Locally
What has the County done to advance SGMA locally?

 Dedicated staff resources

 Fostered early communication with GSA filers

 Maintained communication with surrounding counties

 Received grant for impartial facilitation services from the
Center for Collaborative Policy

 Committed to sharing resources with local partners



Recent SGMA Activities
GSA Notifications in Glenn County

 Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District

 Reclamation District No. 1004

 County of Glenn

 Orland-Artois Water District

 City of Orland

 Glide Water District

 Kanawha Water District

 Provident Irrigation District and Princeton-Cordora-Glenn Irrigation
District

 Western Canal Water District



Recent SGMA Activities
SB 13 Amendment – Interpreted by DWR as retroactive

• Removed the Notice of Intent to be a GSA

• Allows a mutual water company to be part of a GSA
through a legal agreement

• Prohibits overlap of service area boundaries

• Prohibits local agencies from imposing fees or reg.
requirements on entities outside their boundaries

• Requires DWR to post all “complete” notices within 15
days of receipt



Recent SGMA Activities

Basin Boundary Modifications

• Existing groundwater basins or subasins defined in DWR’s Bulletin
118

• Local agencies may request boundary modifications

• May include scientific or jurisdictional modifications

• Starting January 1, 2016: 90 day window for local agencies to submit
requests for DWR consideration



Recent SGMA Activities
Groundwater Sustainability Plan Regulations

 By June 1, 2016 DWR shall adopt regulations for:
• Evaluating GSPs
• Implementing GSPs
• Coordination agreements

 The regulations identify:
• Required GSP components and additional elements
• Coordination of multiple GSPs in a basin
• Additional information that assists GSAs



Draft GSP Regulations

• Require a course to achieve sustainable
groundwater management within 20 years of  plan
implementation

• Fundamental Principle - Local control and
management
• Preserve role of  local agencies to manage basins and

achieve sustainability,

• Local flexibility to define problems in basins,

• Establish minimum thresholds,

• Set measurable objectives,

• Determine projects and management actions that will
be required to achieve sustainability.

• Recognize adaptive management as an important tool
to address plan uncertainties and improve

d t t ti



Draft GSP Regulations - Timeline

• 57 Pages

• Available for public review at
www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/gsp.cfm

• Public comments in writing through March 25, 2016.

• 3 public meetings and a statewide webinar in March

• Final GSP Regulations Completed – June 1, 2016

http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/gsp.cfm


Draft GSP Regulations - Timeline
Public Meetings and Webinar

• Monday, March 21, 2016 - Visalia
• 4:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.

• Tuesday, March 22, 2016 – Santa Ana
• 1:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M.

• Thursday, March 24, 2016 - Webinar
• 1:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M.

• Friday, March 25, 2016 - Sacramento
• 9:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M.



Proposed Process In Glenn County
The County received Department of Water Resources
grant funding for facilitation services from the Center
For Collaborative Policy.

 Background preparation

 Outreach and education

 GSA Governance development



Proposed Process in Glenn County
Background Preparation

 Review background materials

 Conduct initial interviews with
eligible GSA agencies

 Prepare 90-Day Plan

 Prepare initial facilitation strategy



Proposed Process in Glenn County
Outreach and Education

 Prepare education and outreach materials

 Coordinate and facilitate local outreach and education
meetings for agencies and private well owners

 Facilitate collaboration so all interested parties can
participate and work together towards sustainability



Proposed Process in Glenn County
GSA Governance

 Coordinate and facilitate public meetings about
governance

 Coordinate and facilitate meetings of several GSA
eligible agencies

 Conduct meetings with individual GSA eligible agencies

 Support representation of domestic well owner interests



Key Considerations as We Move Forward

The County believes a collaborative approach is best

 We all have a vested interest in our groundwater

 GSA formation, GSP preparation, and and long-term
implementation will create costs for many users

 Pooling resources will improve efficiencies and
capitalize skills and strengths of various partners



Next Steps

So where do we go from here?

 Convene Governance Workgroup

 Hold additional public meetings

 Continued coordination with adjacent subbasins



Discussion

Your comments, questions
and input



Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA)
Public Meeting on Local Planning Efforts
For immediate release
Contact: Lisa Hunter, Glenn County Water Resources Coordinator
LHunter@countyofglenn.net
(530) 934-6501

Willows, California- Glenn County officials and other local groundwater managers will host a
public meeting on the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). SGMA is a new law
that offers beneficial opportunities to achieve sustainable groundwater conditions and support
Colusa County’s vital agricultural economy, industry, and domestic and public water uses.

The meeting will provide an overview of SGMA, expected responsibilities and benefits for
groundwater users, and describe early steps taken to implement the new law. The public is
encouraged to attend to learn more about SGMA, ask questions of local water managers and
submit comments.

“Water supply issues in Glenn County are challenging, but SGMA provides the tools to develop
local solutions for local problems” said Willow-area farmer Larry Domenighini.  “In the next
couple of years we will need to craft a plan to address the sustainability issues we all face here.
Water supply sustainability issues affect everyone in the County whether they recognize it or
not. This is not going to be a quick or easy solution, so it is important that everyone keeps up
with our local water issues and be engaged so that we can develop our solutions.”

To support local planning efforts, the County has secured facilitation support from the
Department of Water Resources (DWR), initiated a county-wide groundwater assessment and
applied for a groundwater planning grant through the Water Bond.

“Glenn County is committed to working through local challenges to ensure that our
groundwater resources are protected” said Lisa Hunter, the County’s Water Resources
Coordinator”.  “Groundwater resources are especially important for our household water uses
and our agricultural economy, as well as other water uses in our area. Glenn County is
committed to work collaboratively with local water managers to ensure sustainable water
supplies into the future for all County citizens.”

Meeting date, time and location:

March 8, 2016
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Orland Memorial Hall
320 Third Street
Orland, CA 95963

For more information please visit DWR’s SGMA webpage: http://groundwater.ca.gov/

http://groundwater.ca.gov/


Save the Date! Save the Date!

Glenn County

is Hosting a Public Meeting

About California’s

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act

(SGMA)

Tuesday, March 8, 2016

6:00-8:00 PM

Orland Memorial Hall

320 Third Street, Orland

The meeting will include:

 An overview of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA)

 A presentation of SGMA early implementation in Glenn County

 Discussion of anticipated SGMA benefits and impacts

 Public input: questions, comments and considerations

For more information on this meeting and SGMA

implementation in Glenn County visit our website at:

www.glenncountywater.org

Glenn County Water Resources: 530-934-6501

http://www.glenncountywater.org/
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2D-3. GSA Financing – Proposition 218 Public Information 
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Notice of Workshop Regarding Implementation of SGMA by the Colusa
Groundwater Authority, and Proposed Funding
The Colusa Groundwater Authority (CGA or Agency) is a 12-Member, multi-agency Joint Powers Authority that was formed on June 29, 2017 to meet the
Groundwater Sustainability Agency formation deadline under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). The CGA is responsible for implementation
of SGMA in the County of Colusa (County) portion of the Colusa Subbasin (8-21.52) and the County portions of the West Butte Subbasin (5.21-58) outside of
Reclamation District 1004. The Board of the CGA is composed of representatives of the following Agencies (1 seat per agency): County, City of Colusa, City of
Williams, Colusa County Water District, Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District, Princeton-Codora-Glenn/Provident Irrigation District, Westside Water District/Maxwell
Irrigation District, Reclamation District 108, Reclamation District 479, and Colusa Drain Mutual Water Company.  In addition, there are two Private Pumper
representatives appointed by the Colusa County Board of Supervisors, as recommended to the Board by the County Groundwater Commission. The CGA was
formed to comply with and implement SGMA.

As a groundwater regulating agency, the CGA (in partnership with other adjacent GSAs such as the Glenn Groundwater Authority [GGA]) is tasked with achieving
and maintaining sustainable groundwater conditions in the above mentioned subbasins over a 20-year window starting on January 31, 2022 and extending to 2042.
Compliance with SGMA during this time period is done through the preparation and implementation of a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP or Plan). GSP
development is just getting underway in the Colusa and West Butte Subbasins and the Plans must be adopted by the aforementioned January 31, 2022 date.  If any
of the SGMA deadlines are not met, or if the CGA cannot fund the necessary activities committed to in the GSPs, the State Water Resources Control Board will take
over groundwater management responsibilities. In order to ensure initial SGMA compliance and as an effective start to this long-range effort, the Member
Agencies on the CGA Board agreed to fund CGA activities for the first two years of operation (July 2017 – June 2019), after which a long-term funding plan would
need to be in place including contributions from landowners. The CGA has retained Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group to prepare a fee study to review the best
options to fund CGA operations over the next five years. An operations cost and fee analysis is to be included in the study.

A public workshop will be held January 31, 2019, at 6:00 pm at the Colusa Indian Community Event Center, 3720 Highway 45,
Colusa, CA 95932 to provide information about the cost and fee analysis and what this may mean for landowners.  The public workshop will also provide an

opportunity for you to provide input for the study, will inform you of SGMA requirements and current implementation status in the CGA jurisdictional area, and the
consequences of not managing the groundwater subbasins (e.g. State intervention). One of the foundational Guiding Principles committed to by all CGA Members
during the Agency’s inception is to ensure that the areas under CGA jurisdiction avoid extremely expensive and intrusive State groundwater intervention actions
to all beneficial users of groundwater.



Additional Background:
CGA operations include a variety of administrative activities, development of the GSP, monitoring
groundwater conditions, annual reporting to the California Department of Water Resources, five-year
updates to the GSP, and potentially conducting special studies. As stated above, the CGA is just
beginning development of the GSP for the CGA jurisdictional areas, in coordination with other GSAs
in the basins, including the Glenn Groundwater Authority, among others. State Proposition 1 grant
funding has been awarded to cover a large portion of GSP development, however this grant does not
and cannot support long-range operations and implementation of SGMA. The member agencies of
the CGA will continue to pursue any grant funding opportunities that become available to support
SGMA activities.

More information about the CGA and additional SGMA outreach meetings can be found at
https://colusagroundwater.org/

Protest Process Required for any CGA Operations Fee or Charge:
If after the cost and fee analysis study is completed, the CGA Board opts to propose a fee or charge
for its operations to avoid State intervention fees, landowners will have the option to protest under
California’s Proposition 218 requirements. More information about CGA, SGMA, and alternatives for
funding SGMA compliance activities and Proposition 218 requirements will be provided at the
January 31st public workshop.

Opportunity to Provide Input:
SGMA is a complex and important new law requiring statewide management of groundwater.  The
upcoming workshop is an opportunity for you to be informed about SGMA implementation, the
funding process, and to ask questions. Please come to the public workshop. If you are unable to
attend and want to be notified of other opportunities to provide input, please contact Mallory Serrao
(mserrao@ppeng.com; 916-918-2002).

Colusa Groundwater Authority
Attn: Mary Fahey
100 Sunrise Blvd., Suite A
Colusa, CA 95932

Customer APN#
Customer Name
Customer Address
City, CA Zip

https://colusagroundwater.org/
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COLUSA GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY
NOTICE OF PROPOSED FEE

In compliance with California State Law, a public hearing will be held:

June 5, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. at the Colusa Industrial Properties, 100 Sunrise Blvd.,
Colusa, CA 95932 to consider a proposal by the Colusa Groundwater Authority (CGA) to
adopt a new fee in the amount of $1.21 per acre annually, indexed to Consumer Price
Index, Western Region, for the 2019 Fiscal Year and the subsequent four fiscal years, for
everyday operations of the CGA.

Background:
The Colusa Groundwater Authority is a 12-Member, multi-agency Joint Powers Authority that was formed on June
29, 2017 to meet the Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) formation deadline under the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). The CGA is responsible for implementation of SGMA in the County of
Colusa (County) and Yolo County portions of the Colusa Subbasin (5-021.52) and the County portions of the Butte
Subbasin (5.021-70) outside of Reclamation District 1004 (Basins). The Board of the CGA is composed of
representatives of the following Agencies (1 seat per agency): County of Colusa, City of Colusa, City of Williams,
Colusa County Water District, Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District, Princeton-Codora-Glenn Irrigation District /
Provident Irrigation District, Westside Water District / Maxwell Irrigation District, Reclamation District 108,
Reclamation District 479, and Colusa Drain Mutual Water Company.  In addition, the Board includes two Private
Pumper representatives appointed by the Colusa County Board of Supervisors, as recommended to the Board by the
County Groundwater Commission. The CGA was formed to comply with and implement SGMA.

As a groundwater regulating agency, the CGA (in partnership with other adjacent GSAs such as the Glenn
Groundwater Authority [GGA]) is tasked with achieving and maintaining sustainable groundwater conditions in the
Basins. Compliance with SGMA is done through the preparation and implementation of a Groundwater
Sustainability Plan (GSP or Plan). GSP development is underway in the Basins and the Plans must be adopted by
January 31, 2022.  If any of the SGMA deadlines are not met, or if the CGA cannot fund preparation of the GSP(s)
or the necessary activities committed to in the GSPs, the State Water Resources Control Board may take over
groundwater management responsibilities.

Long-Term Funding:
In order to ensure initial SGMA compliance and as an effective start to this long-range effort, the CGA Member
agencies agreed to fund the CGA for the first two years of operation (July 2017 – June 2019), after which a long-
term funding plan (proposed CGA Operations Fee) would be initiated to cover everyday operations of the CGA
related to SGMA implementation and compliance. CGA operations include administration, legal services, consultant
services, insurance, office and outreach materials, accounting, monitoring and reporting to DWR, and potentially
some special studies. The CGA has received Proposition 1 grant funding to cover a majority of the work to develop
a GSP however, costs for GSP preparation and initial implementation that can’t be covered by grants will also need
to be covered by the CGA Operations Fee. It is anticipated that any necessary management actions resulting from
GSP implementation that cause a funding shortfall will be funded by other localized fees or assessments.

CGA has developed a budget for annual operations expenses and GSP preparation costs not covered by grant funding
for a five-year period spanning fiscal years 2019/20 to 2023/24. Based on the Agency’s needs, the CGA Board of
Directors is seeking to collect the Operations Fees to generate sufficient revenue to fund CGA operations.  GSP
development is scheduled to occur over the next several years and GSA operations expenses are anticipated to be on-
going during that period and beyond.



The proposed CGA Operations Fee is a property-related fee governed by Proposition 218. Each parcel of land within
the CGA’s boundary that will be subject to the CGA Operations Fee shall pay the CGA Operations Fee in proportion
to the cost of providing services to each acre of land comprising each parcel. SGMA provides authority for CGA to
charge fees to support its operations. The CGA has retained Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group to prepare a fee
study to review the best options to fund CGA operations over the next five years.  An operations cost and fee analysis
is included in the study.

One of the foundational Guiding Principles committed to by all CGA Members is to ensure that the areas under CGA
jurisdiction avoid extremely expensive and intrusive State groundwater intervention actions.

If the State Water Resources Control Board intervenes in the Basins, it may impose annual fees ranging from $100
per de minimis well, to $300 per well plus up to $55 per acre-foot pumped per well, with no guarantee of assistance
in bearing costs to address the groundwater issues that prompt its intervention. See
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/gmp/docs/intervention/intervention_fs.pdf. for more
complete information. By collecting the Operations Fees, CGA will provide landowners with a more affordable and
locally managed option for managing the Basins.

As stated above, the CGA is just beginning development of the GSP for the CGA jurisdictional areas, in coordination
with other GSAs in the Basins. State Proposition 1 grant funding has been awarded to cover a large portion of GSP
development, however this grant does not and cannot support long-range operations and implementation of SGMA.
The CGA will continue to pursue any grant funding opportunities that become available to support SGMA activities.

Proposed Charges:
This notice is for the CGA’s proposal to implement a per-acre charge to fund the CGA operations, supplement GSP
preparation, and begin initial GSP implementation. The CGA is requesting a maximum charge of:

• $1.21 per acre (in 2019 dollars, indexed for Consumer Price Index, Western Region, for the subsequent four
years).

• The proposed charges, if approved, will become effective for the 2019/20 Colusa County fiscal year, with the
first payment due by December 10, 2019.

The actual amount of the CGA Operations Fee may vary from time to time however, absent a subsequent
Proposition 218 proceeding, it will not exceed the fee set forth above, plus the indexed inflation factor.

For more information, including the fee study summarizing the findings, please visit the CGA website at
https://colusagroundwater.org/long-term-funding/

Public Hearing:
Under the California State Constitution, owners of land subject to the proposed CGA Operations Fee have the right
to protest its adoption. If you have received this notice, parcel(s) under your ownership will be subject to the CGA
Operations Fee if adopted. In the event of a majority protest, the fee will not be instituted.

Landowners desiring to protest the proposed CGA Operations Fee should send their written protest to:
Colusa Groundwater Authority
c/o Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group
P.O. Box 8929
Chico, California 95927

Protests may also be submitted to the Board Secretary at the Public Hearing, located at 100 Sunrise Blvd., Colusa,
California. All protests must be received by 5:00 p.m. June 5, 2019 or in person by the close of the Public
Hearing on June 5, 2019.
There are multiple ways to obtain additional information about this topic:

• Call CGA’s Consultant at (916) 918-2002.
• View more information online at https://colusagroundwater.org
• To read this notice in Spanish, please visit the CGA website: https://colusagroundwater.org/long-term-

funding/
• For more information about SGMA, see the California Department of Water Resources website:

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-Groundwater-Management

If you do not wish to protest the proposed CGA Operations Fee, you need not take any action.

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/gmp/docs/intervention/intervention_fs.pdf
https://colusagroundwater.org/long-term-funding/
https://colusagroundwater.org/
https://colusagroundwater.org/long-term-funding/
https://colusagroundwater.org/long-term-funding/
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-Groundwater-Management


To Protest:
All protests must include:

• Landowners printed name(s),
• Parcel number for each property affected by the CGA Operations Fee,
• Reason for the protest, and
• Valid signature(s)

Each parcel is entitled to one protest. If a parcel has more than one owner, all must sign the protest; otherwise the protest
will be counted in accordance with the percentage of ownership of the person or persons signing the protest.

For your convenience, you may utilize the Protest Form below:

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

PROTEST FORM FOR THE ADOPTION OF PROPOSED CGA OPERATIONS FEE

Landowner(s) printed name: ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Parcel Number(s): _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Reason for Protest:

Landowner(s) signature: ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________



COLUSA GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY
AVISO DE PROPUESTA DE TARIFA

En cumplimiento de la Ley del Estado de California, se llevará a cabo una audiencia
pública:

El día 5 de Junio del 2019 a las 5:00 p.m. en las Propiedades Industriales de Colusa,
100 Sunrise Blvd. Colusa, CA 95932 para considerar una propuesta de la Colusa
Groundwater Authority (CGA) para adoptar una nueva tarifa anual de $1.21 por acre,
indexada de acuerdo al Índice de Precios al Consumidor, Región Occidental, para el Año
Fiscal del 2019 y los cuatro años fiscales subsiguientes, para la operación regular de la CGA.

Antecedentes:
La Colusa Groundwater Authority es una Autoridad de Poderes Conjuntos y una multi-agencia de 12 miembros que
se formó el 29 de Junio del 2017 para cumplir con la fecha límite de formación de la Agencia de Sostenibilidad de
Aguas Subterráneas (GSA) bajo la Ley de Administración Sostenible del Agua Subterránea (SGMA). La CGA es
responsable de la implementación de SGMA en las porciones del Condado de Colusa (Condado) y el Condado de
Yolo de la Subcuenca de Colusa (5-021.52) y las porciones del Condado de la Subcuenca Butte (5.021-70) fuera del
Reclamation District 1004 (Cuencas). La Junta de la CGA está compuesta por representantes de las siguientes
Agencias (1 asiento por agencia): Condado de Colusa, Ciudad de Colusa, Ciudad de Williams, Colusa County Water
District, Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District, Princeton-Codora-Glenn Irrigation District / Provident Irrigation District,
Westside Water District / Maxwell Irrigation District, Reclamation District 108, Reclamation District 479, y la Colusa
Drain Mutual Water Company. Además, la Junta incluye dos representantes privados nombrados por la Junta de
Supervisores del Condado de Colusa, según lo recomendado por la Comisión del Agua Subterránea del Condado. La
CGA se formó para cumplir e implementar SGMA.

Como una agencia reguladora del agua subterránea, la CGA (en asociación con otras GSA adyacentes como la Glenn
Groundwater Authority [GGA]) tiene la tarea de lograr y mantener condiciones sostenibles del agua subterránea en
las Cuencas. El cumplimiento con SGMA se realiza a través de la preparación e implementación de un Plan de
Sostenibilidad del Agua Subterránea (GSP o Plan). El desarrollo del GSP está en marcha en las Cuencas y los Planes
deben adoptarse antes del 31 de enero del 2022. Si no se cumple alguno de los plazos de SGMA, o si la CGA no
puede financiar la preparación del (los) SGP o las actividades necesarias a las que se han comprometido en los GSPs,
la State Water Resources Control Board pueden asumir las responsabilidades de la administración del agua
subterránea.

Financiamiento a Largo Plazo:
Con el fin de garantizar el cumplimiento inicial de la SGMA y como un inicio efectivo de este esfuerzo de largo
alcance, las agencias de Miembros de la CGA acordaron financiar la CGA durante los primeros dos años de operación
(Julio de 2017 - Junio de 2019), después del cual se iniciaría un plan de financiamiento de largo plazo (Tarifa
Propuesta para las Operaciones del CGA) se iniciaría para cubrir las operaciones diarias de la CGA relacionadas con
la implementación y el cumplimiento de SGMA. Las operaciones de CGA incluyen administración, servicios legales,
servicios de consultoría, seguros, materiales de oficina y educación, contabilidad, monitoreo e informes a DWR, y
potencialmente algunos estudios especiales. La CGA ha recibido fondos de la Proposición 1 para cubrir la mayor
parte del trabajo para desarrollar un GSP. Sin embargo, los costos para la preparación del GSP y la implementación
inicial que no pueden ser cubiertos por los fondos recibidos también deberán cubrirse con la Tarifa Propuesta para
las Operaciones del CGA. Se anticipa que cualquier acción de administración necesaria que resulte de la
implementación del GSP que cause un déficit de financiamiento será financiada por otras tarifas o evaluaciones
puntuales que sean necesarias.



CGA ha desarrollado un presupuesto para los gastos de operación anuales y los costos de preparación del SGP no
cubiertos por los fondos recibidos para un período de cinco años que abarca los años fiscales 2019/20 al 2023/24.
Basado en las necesidades de la agencia, la Junta de Directores de CGA está buscando cobrar la Tarifa de Operaciones
para generar ingresos suficientes para financiar las operaciones de CGA. El desarrollo del SGP está programado para
ocurrir en los próximos años y se anticipa que los gastos de operaciones de GSA continúen durante ese período y
más allá.

La Tarifa de Operaciones del CGA propuesta es una tarifa relacionada con la propiedad y gobernada por la
Proposición 218. Cada parcela de tierra dentro del límite de la CGA estará sujeta a la Tarifa de Operaciones de la
CGA y pagará la Tarifa de Operaciones de la CGA en proporción al costo de proporcionar servicios a cada acre de
terreno que incluye cada parcela. SGMA otorga autoridad a CGA para cobrar tarifas para respaldar sus operaciones.
La CGA ha contratado a Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group para preparar un estudio de tarifas para revisar las
mejores opciones para financiar las operaciones de CGA en los próximos cinco años. Se incluye un análisis de costos
y tarifas de operaciones en el estudio.

Uno de los Principios Rectores fundamentales a los que se comprometen todos los Miembros de la CGA es el de
garantizar que las áreas bajo jurisdicción de la CGA eviten acciones de intervención del agua subterránea
extremadamente costosas e intrusivas por parte del Estado.

Si la State Water Resources Control Board interviene en las cuencas, puede imponer tarifas anuales con un mínimo
de $100 por pozo, y hasta de $300 por pozo, y adicionalmente hasta $55 por acre-pie bombeado por pozo, sin garantía
de asistencia en los costos de soporte para resolver los problemas de agua subterránea que causan su intervención.
Consulte https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/gmp/docs/intervention/intervention_fs.pdf. para
información más completa. Al cobrar la Tarifa de Operaciones, CGA les brindará a los propietarios una opción más
accesible y localmente administrada en relación con la administración de las Cuencas.

Como se indicó anteriormente, la CGA está recién comenzando el desarrollo del GSP para las áreas jurisdiccionales
de la CGA, en coordinación con otras GSA en las Cuencas. La financiación que ofrece la Proposición Estatal 1 se ha
otorgado para cubrir una gran parte del desarrollo del GSP, sin embargo, este fondo no apoya y no puede respaldar
las operaciones de largo plazo y la implementación de SGMA. La CGA continuará buscando cualquier oportunidad
de financiamiento que esté disponible para apoyar las actividades de SGMA.

Cobros Propuestos:
Este aviso es para la propuesta de la CGA de implementar un cobro por acre para financiar las operaciones de la CGA,
complementar la preparación del GSP, y empezar la implementación inicial del GSP. La CGA está solicitando un
cargo máximo de:

• $1.21 por acre (en dólares corrientes del año 2019, indexados por el Índice de Precios al Consumidor, Región
Occidental, para los siguientes cuatro años).

• Los cargos propuestos, si se aprueban, entrarán en vigor para el año fiscal 2019/20 del Condado de Colusa,
con el primer pago que debe realizarse antes del 10 de Diciembre del 2019.

El monto real de la Tarifa de Operaciones de la CGA puede variar de vez en cuando, sin embargo, en ausencia
de un procedimiento posterior de la Propuesta 218, no excederá la tarifa establecida anteriormente, más el
factor de inflación indexado.

Para más información, incluido el estudio de tarifas que resume las recomendaciones, visite el sitio web de CGA en
https://colusagroundwater.org/long-term-funding/

Audiencia Pública:
Según la Constitución del Estado de California, los propietarios de tierras sujetas a la Tarifa de Operaciones propuesta
del CGA tienen derecho a protestar por su adopción. Si ha recibido este aviso, las parcelas de su propiedad estarán
sujetas a la Tarifa de Operaciones de CGA si se adoptan. En el caso de una protesta mayoritaria, la tarifa no será
instituida.

Propietarios que deseen protestar por la Tarifa de Operaciones propuesta del CGA deben enviar su protesta por escrito
a:

Colusa Groundwater Authority
c/o Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group
P.O. Box 8929
Chico, California 95927

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/gmp/docs/intervention/intervention_fs.pdf
https://colusagroundwater.org/long-term-funding/


Las Protestas también pueden presentarse al Secretario de la Junta en la Audiencia Pública, ubicada en el 100 Sunrise
Blvd., Colusa, California. Todas las protestas deben ser recibidas antes de las 5:00 p.m. día 5 de Junio del 2019
o en persona al cierre de la Audiencia Pública el 5 de Junio del 2019.
Hay varias maneras de obtener información adicional sobre este tema:

• Llame al Consultor del CGA al (916) 918-2002.
• Vea más información en línea en la página https://colusagroundwater.org
• Para leer este aviso en Español, visite el sitio web de CGA: https://colusagroundwater.org/long-term-

funding/
• Para más información sobre SGMA, consulte el sitio web del Departamento de Recursos Hídricos de

California: https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-Groundwater-Management

Si no desea protestar por la Tarifa de Operaciones propuesta del CGA, no necesita realizar ninguna
diligencia.

Para Protestar:
Todas las protestas deben incluir:

• Nombre escrito del dueño(s),
• Número de parcela para cada propiedad afectada por la Tarifa de Operaciones del CGA.
• Razón para la protesta, y
• Firma(s) válida(s)

Cada parcela tiene derecho a una protesta. Si una parcela tiene más de un propietario, todos deben firmar la protesta;
de lo contrario, la protesta se computará de acuerdo con el porcentaje de propiedad de la persona o personas que firman
la protesta.

Para su conveniencia puede utilizar el Formulario de Protesta que está a continuación:

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

FORMULARIO DE PROTESTA PARA LA ADOPCIÓN DE LA TARIFA DE OPERACIONES
PROPUESTA DEL CGA

Nombre escrito del Dueño(s): ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Número de Parcela(s): _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Razón para la Protesta:

https://colusagroundwater.org/
https://colusagroundwater.org/long-term-funding/
https://colusagroundwater.org/long-term-funding/
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-Groundwater-Management


Firma del propietario(s): ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________








